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PREFACE 


READER. 


H E Great Number both of 

Greck and Latin Hiſtori- 

ans, which have, within the 

courſe of a few years, been moſt ac- 

curately and elegantly turn d into 
Engliſh, by Perſons of great Lear- 

[ ning, and of, perhaps, as fiariſh- 
[ ing Styles, as any Age has produ- 
ed ; may juſtly ſeem to claim a 
piece of the ſame Nature, with 
= 2 that 
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that 1 here preſent the Reader 
with; which, though it has been 
attempted by ſeveral in Latin, has 
not, to my knowledge , been done 
by any one pen in Engliſh. 

| And indeed, till that great num- 
ber of excellent Verſions had made 
way for it, it would have been of 
10 uſe ; for thoſe who could have 
then read the Authours, are here 
mentioned, would not have need- 
ed a Tranſlation of this; and the 
reſt would onely have been Tanta- 
Iized by it ; and a mighty thirſt 
have been raiſed without any poſ- 
ſibility of ſatisfying it, in any tole- 
rable degree. * 

But now that ſo many of theſe ex- 
cellent Hiſtorians have been taught 
ſo rarely well to ſpeak our Lan- 
guage, which is now too become ſo 
copious, elegant and [mooth , that 

H 


to the Reader. 
it is capable of expreſſing all the 


Treaſures and Beauties , and al- 
moſt all the Idioms and Varieties 
of thoſe too Rich and valued Lan- 
guages ; What greater ſervice can 
be done to our Engliſh Nobility 
and Gentry, than to ſhew them 
how to Marſhal theſe Authours in- 
to their proper places in Ranks 
and Files, to extend or enlarge the 
Hiſtory of any Age or People , as 
any Man's Leiſure or Curioſity 
leads or invites him ? | 
And as to thoſe Hiſtorians which 
have not yet been publiſhed in our- 
Language , the wery repreſenting 
them here, with all their beau- 
ties and rare perfeilions, may 
perhaps work, upon ſome of our 
Great Men, and invite them to 
give incouragement to Learned 
Men to Tranſlate them too ; till 
AZ our 
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our Language become as Rich in 
Books, as it is in Words and polite 
Expreſſions ; and as this will en- 
creaſe at once their Knowledge and 
. Delight, ſo it will contribute t0 
their glories too ;, not onely in this 
Age and Nation, but in following 
times and Neighbour Countries, 
who will value our Tongue accor- 
ding to the number of thoſe Ex- 
cellent Pieces they find in it. At 
leaft I am perſuaded, nothing elſe 
has perpetuated to this day the 
Greek and Latin Tongues ; now 
no Nation ſpeaks either of them , 
but the great variety of Excellent 
Books, which were Originally writ- 
ten in, or Tranſlated into thoſe two 
[ ongues. And I am confident the 
French Tongue is at- this day as 
much eſteem'd for the ſake of their 
delicate Verſions,as for any of their 
Original Pieces, But 
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But I muft not expett this will 
pleaſe all. There is a fort of Mo- + 
roſe Gentlemen in the World, who, 
having at the price of many a ſore 
Laſhment, poſſeſsd themſelves of 
the Greek and Latin Tongues , 
would now very fain Monopolize 
all the Learning in them: and 
except the Gentry and Nobility 
will run through all thoſe difficut- 
ties and miſeries they have done, 
though very much againſt thetr 
wills many times; as having been 
driven, or dragged up into the Ca- 
pitol, by a fort of Men, who were 
25 terrible to them, as the Irium- 
phing Roman Generals were to 
the poor Chain'd-Captives, which 
follow'd their Chariots, to a cer- 
tain and inevitable death. 

But however , being now as I 
faid« in poſſeſſion, they are wery 

A 4 much 


» 
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much diſpleaſed to ſee their preti- 


cus treaſures made cheap, and ex- 
poſed to the eyes of all that can read 
Engliſh. And whoever contributes 
to this invaſion of their Privileges 
( as they think them ) 3s ſire to 
be branded as an Enemy to Learn- 
ing and Learned Men , and a be- 
trayecr of the Muſcs and Graces, 
and a thouſand fine things, to the 


ſcorn of the vwalpar. And ſome of 


them are wonderfully afraid, that 
ſo ſoon as ever all the good Books 
are Tranſlated ( which I dare af- 
ſure them will not be in their times ) 
then there will be no farther uſe of, 
or efleem for the Learned Tongues, 
and ſo conſequently all Learning 
will periſh out of the World. 

But this is a mere fancy; for 
when all is done that can, Men of 
extraordinary induſtry and curioft- 


ty, 


to the Reader. 


ty, will be deſirous to ſee theſe Au- 
. thours in their Originals, and will 
be as little ſatisfied with the En- 
gliſh Tranſlations of- the Roman 
Authours, as they are with the La- 
tin of the Greek Authours, which 
have not been the leſs,but the more 
read ( for being Tranſlated in La- 
tin ) even in their proper Lan- 
guage. | 
And, in the interim, Men of leſs 
induſtry or leiſure, who could ne- 
ver have reaped any aduantage 
from them in the Learned Tongues, 
will, by the means of theſe Verſtons, 
be improved ; and as they become 
wiſer and better, the affairs of our 
Countrey ( which are for the moſt 
part managed by ſuch Men ) will 
become more happy and proſperous 


to our great and laſting good. 
And 
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And accordingly there hath ever 
been ſome Men, who have been ſo 
far from valuing themſelves, upon 
the reputation.of having many Lan- 
guages, that they have generouſly 
and indufirioafly put into the Lan- 
gages of thetr own Countries, what- 
ever they found excellent and uſe- 


full in any other. And by this means 


was the Grecian Library raisd 
out of the Phoenician , Aſſyrian 
and Fgyptian, and the Roman 
out of the Gracian ; and ſome of 
our Modern Scholars of theſe lat- 
ter Ages, have, in the ſame man- 
ner, enriched their ſeveral Coun- 
tries with the Spoils of Rome and 
Athens ; but none more than the 
French, who, ever ſince the Reign 
of Francis the Firſt (who was a 
great encourager of Learning and 
Learned Men _) have employed 


ſJome 
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ſome or others of their beſt Pens to 
. £0 through with this laborious, and 
( as one ſiyles it ) inglorious drud- 
gery; till they have by degrees at- 
taind to ſo great a perfettion in 
it, that they have equall'd, or per- 
haps ſometimes excell'd their Ort- 
ginals, to their great glory. 
Having premiſed this ſhort Apo- 
logy for Verſions in general, I come 
in the next place to that Piece I 
here preſent the Reader with, which 
I take to be the beſt, in its kind, 
that ever was yet Printed; becauſe 
the Authour has not onely furnijh- 
ed the Reader with an exad Se- 
ries and Method of Reading all 
the Greek and Latin Hiſtorians , 
whether Civil or Eccleſtaſtical, in 
their proper order and places (which 
has, in part, been done by Vollt- 
us, Liplius , and ſome . others ) 
but 
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but has alſo taken a great deal of 


pains to invite the Reader to pe- 
ruſe them too. 

Firſt, By giving ſhort, but very 
beautifull Schemes, or Planes of 
all-their ſeveral Works ; which is 
the moſt winning way of engaging 
a Reader to undertake that task ; 
| fuch Planes being a kind of Pic- 
tures, or Landſckapes, to ſhew the 
Reader what pleaſing objefts he 
may expect to meet with, if he have 
the courage to proceed. And if the 
Reader pleaſe but to peruſe the 8th 
Section of the Firſt Part, where 
he gives an account of Herodotus 
his Hiſtory ; he will then be able 
to judge for himſelf , without ta- 
king my word for it. 

Secondly, By informing his 
Reader where every Hiſtory begins, 

and where it ends ; which has been 
| done 


—— — — —— ts i. ” 


done by few others, and by no body 
with more exatlneſs. This too, is 
a great invitation to a Reader, to 
know, in what Age of the World he 
#5, and how far his Authour will con- 
duft him, before he reads one word 
in him. 

Thirdly, He has acquainted 
his Reader with how much remains 
now extant , and how much 1s loſt 
of any Hiſtory, which hath not come 
down perfeft and intire to us, as 
very few of the more Ancient have 
done. 

Fourtchly, He has told us, when 
each Hiſtorian Wrote, or Lived ; of 
what Countrey and Intereſt he was ; 
which are things of great uſe, as to 
the advancing, or abating the Cre- 
dit of any Writer. 

— Fifthly, He has repreſented the 
Styles, Charatters, Virtues and Vi- 
ces 


to the Reader. ; 
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_ ces of each Hiſtorian, which are 
notices of the greateſt uſe and ad- 
vantage to a Reader that is poſſi- 
ble, and of the greateſt pleaſure and 
delight. 

Laſtly, He has not given us his 
own thoughts in all theſe onely, but 
has taken the pains to ſearch out 
and tranſcribe the very Words and 
Cenſures of the more ancient and 
latter Criticks of greateſt fame and 
reputation, which was a Work of 
great labour and difficulty. 

So that upon the whole matter , 
I am wery much tempted to alter 
his Title, and to call this Piece; 
The Hiſtory of the Greek and 
Latin Hiſtorians. For fo the firſt 
part of it dces well deſerve ro be 
call d. 


The Addition in the' middle of 


the Firſt Part, concerning the Hi- 
ſ[tortans 


©3466 EP RR eos _— _——— 


GP I bn A —_— _ 


to the Reader. 


ſtorians of particular Nations and 
Places, is a thing of great uſe and 
Learning , though not equal to the 
exatt care and diligence of this Au- 
thour, as any Man that ſhall pleaſe 
to compare them together will ſoon 
find; which I ſuppoſe was owing 
rather to the Authour's great de- 
fire to be ſhort, than his want of in- 
duſtry or ability. In the Latin Co- 
py there is onely the two firſt Let- | 
ters of his Name, N. H. but I wa {1 
have been informed by a perſon of . ps 98. 
great worth, who knew him, that his 
Name was Nicholas Horſeman, 
and therefore I have put it ſo, that | 
his Memory may be preſerved to \. 
Poſterity. I 
The Authour of this Piece has 
not onely taken great care and pains 
to dire} and encourage his Reader 
to that noble and uſefull ſtudy of 
Hijiory, 


a 
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Hiſtory, by the beſt Method that 
ever was propoſed in his birſt Part : 
but he hath alſo in the Second and 
Third Parts, taken an equal pains 
to fit and direft bim how to reap 
the utmoſt advantage from his 
Readings, both as to himſelf and 
as to others. Which two Parts, as 
he has handled them, are not leſs 
uſefull, or delightfull than the 
Firſt; but they being both wery 
ſhort, the Reader may much better 
ſatisfie himſelf by a peruſal of the 
whole, .or of the Contents onely of 
the Chapters, than be here trou- 
bled with a long diſcourſe of mine 
upon them. 

As this Piece was thus drawn 
with a mighty care and labour, (o 
it bath accordingly been valued in 


the World ; for beſides the firſt im- 


preſſion of it, which preceded this ' 


latter 
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latter Twelve years, as he tells us 
in his. Preliminary Oration ; this 
has been Printed ſince the year 
1637, three times ; and if I be 
not miſinformed, four times ; and 
yet now it is a ſcarce Book. 

Nor is this any great wonder, 
if we confider , that beſides the 
uſefulneſs of the SubjeA, the great 
Learning , Candor, ' Modeſty and 
Induftry of the Authour, he ſpent 


almoſt two whole years in impro- 


2 ving this ſmall Diſcourſe, after a 


whole Impreſſion of it had been 
fold off. For his Preliminary Ora- 
tion was made the 17th day of 
October, 1635. and his Epiſile 
Dedicatory to the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, bears date the firſt of July, 
1637. 

I ſhould have been much plea- 
ſed if 1 could have given the Rea- | 
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der the Life of this Great Man , 
but that F cannot doe it , having 
never been written. by any Man , 
to my knowledge ; and he being ut- 
terly unknown to me, any otherwiſe 
than by this his Learned Work, 
which I have bad a preat efleem 
for ever ſince I firſt read it ; which 
made me the willinger to run 
through the {labour of [ranſlating 
it, which was no very eaſie tasky 


and alſo of adding ſome things to 


it, as neceſſity required. 

. In the Hiſtory f the Univerſt- 
ty of Oxtord, p. lib. 2. p. 98. and 
in other places, I find this ſhort 
account given of him. 

Degoreus W hear was born at 
Jacobſtow, in the County of Corn- 
wall. He was call'd from Broad- 

ate Hall 0 Exon College, in the 


me Univerſity, to be made a Fel- 


low 
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low there, where he:was afterwards 
examiner of the Lads, in the year 
MDCIIL. a# which time he was 


| Maſter of Arts. About ſix years 


after, deſiring to Travel , he took 
his leave of the College; and, 
{ ſpending ſome time . heyond the 
Seas ) returned into England 
with the Lord Chandois ; and li- 
ved with bim in great eſteem: 
that Lord dying, he came with his 
IVife to Oxford, and took ſome 
Chambers jn Gloceſter Hall,which 
were not then employed for want of 
Students, -T here he was not long 
before he became acquainted with 
one Mr. Thomas Allen ; By whoſe 
Recommendation, the famous Mr. 
Camden ( deſigning then to ſet- 
tle a Reader of Hiſtory in that U- 
niverſity) choſe him the firſt Rea- 


der. 
a 2 To 
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To this ptifpoſe this preat Man 


gave to the Univerſity of Oxmore: 
out of the Manor of Bexley , 


the County of Kent, One bevfed 
and Forty pounds per Annum. 

And after a certain term of years 
the Rents of that whole Manor; 

which when it comes, it will bo 
worth about Four hundred pounds 
a year. The Charter of this noble 
Grant bears date the Fifth of 
March, 1621. The 17th of May, 
1622, this Donation was publiſh- 


ed- in the Conuocation- Houſe of 


that Univerſity. And the 16th 
of October of the ſame year, our 
Learned : Authour was declared 


Reader by the Founder. And Brian 


Twyn, a very Learned Man, was 


| declared his Succeſſor , if be far- 


wived him, being then a Batchel- 
bor of Divinity ; but he died before 
Mr. W heare. It 
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It was a great Honour to him 
to be choſen 5 ſo great a Man as 
Mr. Camden, and preferred before 
Brian Twyn. And he ſoon made 
it appear, that he well deſerved the- 
Honour that was done him, in a ve- 
ry ingenutus Oration which he made 
in Latin in the Schools, when he 
entered upon his LeAareſhip ; 
which is Printed in the end of 
this Piece : in which he complains 
much, That his long diſuſe of 
the Latin Tongue, during his 
Sixteen years abſence from the 
Univerſity , had rendred hin 
unable, or at leaſt very unapt to 
Diſcourſe, or Write that Lan- 
guage : But though his Modeſty 
extorted this Complaint from hint, 
the Reader will ſearce find it in 
this Oration. 
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In the year 1625, he firſt pub- 
liſbed this Piece in Latin, which 
he reviewed and enlarged in the 
years 1635, and 1636; and Re- 
printed again'in the year 1637. 

He .was. admitted Principal of 
Gloceſter-Hall iz the ſame Uni- 
verſity,'the fourth of April 1626, 
where he'continued till the day of 


bis death,' which was the firſt of 


Auguſt 1647, and he was buried 
in the Chapel of that Houſe. So 
many years he managed this place ; 
whereas his Succeſſour, Mr.Robert 
Waring, was choſen the 11th of 
Auguſt of that year, and turn'd 
out for his Loyalty the 1 4th of Sep- 


tember 1648, by the Parliamen- 


tary Viſators. | 
Beſides this Piece, he writ in 
the year 1623, a Funeral Ora- 
tion, containing an Hiſtorical Ac- 
count 
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count of the Life and Death of Mr. 
Camden ; and a Dedication of 
the Statue of that Great Man, 
in the Hiſtory Schools there. And 
alſo a Colleftion of Gratulatory E- 
piſtles: Which three laſt Pieces 
were Printed together at Oxford, 
in the year 1628. TheCharaAer 
given him by the Authour of the 


ſaid Hiſtory of Oxford is this , 


Vir fuit Urbanus, doctus & Pi- 
us: He was a Pleaſant, Learned 
and Pzous Man. To which give 
me leave to add, that he was a 
Man of great Induſtry and Mcde- 
/ty, as the Reader will ſee when be 
comes to read this Piece. 

Nor is his Gratitude to the great 


Camden leſs w/ible, both in his 


 Oration which he made., when he 


entered upon the Reader's place, 
and alſo in the two others which 
a 4 were 
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were made and publiſhed after the 
death of his Benefador. 
- Though it was his preat cala- 
mity to live in times of Trouble 
and Confuſion, yet God was plea- 


fed to let him depart in peace be- 


fore the execrable Murther of his 
Soveretgn, and before the Rebels 
had purged that Univerſity of what- 
ever was Loyal and Conſtant. For 
though the Parliament had at- 
tempted this the June before he 
died, yet they could not then ef- 
fed their Ill Deſigns. 

As to the Verſion, I have done 
the beſt I could to make it true and 
ſmooth, which was not ſo eaſie as 
at firft I thought it would have 
been ; by reaſon of the great num- 
ber of Quotations out of other Au- 
thours ; many of which are fo ve- 
ry ſhort and dark in their expreſſi- 
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ons, that I could ſcarce, if at all, 
tell how to find Engliſh words, that 
would repreſent their notions true- 
ly. And beſides this, it is unea- 
fie for a Man to accommodate 
himſelf ſo ſuddenly to ſuch a wa- 
riety of Styles, as here occur in 
almoſt every Page ; and therefore 
it is not improbable I may have 
committed many errours and mif- 
takes. 

I have alſo preſumed, in ſome 
places, to make Additions 100 , 
when I thought it neceſſary, but 
then -1 have given the Reader 
notice of them; that he may know 
what is Added, and what is the 
Authours. 
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A SHORT 


REPRESENTATION 


Of the ſeveral 


Lectures. 


of 


The Enterance. 


He Occaſion of repeating theſe LeBurts 
and Examples. The ſor of them, and 
publick, uſe. Which yer us not to be raſhly 
publiſhed. The exceſſive confidence of the 
Writers of this Age. Modeſly ts recom- 
mended by the example of Pliny Secundus. 
The Ancient Cuſtome of reciting very uſe : 
Fall. Tobe deſired in this Age. No Ar- 
Lument of Oſtentation, but rather of Mo- 
defty. The Convenience of 4 living voice. 
In what Hearing excell Reading. The de - 
fpnition, end, 'diviſion, and ſeveral ſorts of 
Hiſtory, 


Part 


The CONTENTS. 


Part the Firſt. 


The Heads of the SecTIONs. ' 


SEV T.-4 


Y hw thinfs” aye required to the Advan- 


tag 10s Reading 'of Hiſtory. Upon OLCA- 
fron of which , the three parts of this Dif- 
courſe are propos'd. 


LECT. 


What Order of Hiſtorians i; to be obſerved ;, 


And how te be entered upon. Three Intey- 
vals of time to be obſerved. What an Epo- 
cha s, and of how many ſorts. The ſeveral 
Flouds. In what times they _ The 
Unwritten Interval. The Fabulous. The 
Olympiads. The Hiſtorical Interval. 


SECT. I. 


The Series of the Great Monarchies, and their 
fatal Succeſſion. | That there mas four E- 
minent Monarchies. That the Empire of 
the Medes and Perſians was but one. That 
theſe Empires were foretold by the Pro- 


phets. The Name of Great Monarchies 
| in 


The CONTENTS. 


in vain quarrelld by Bodinus. That that 
of the Romans was the Greateſt. 


SE CT. Iv. 


The Riſe and Duration of the Aſſyrio-Chal- 
dzan Empire; and alſo of the Medio-Per- 
ſian ; then of the Grecian. - The beginning 
of the Roman Empire before Julius Czſar. 
How many years interven'd betwixe bim 
and Charles the Great; and betwixt the 
Latter and Charles the Fifth. | 


SECT. V. 


Why theſe Four Empires were , by way of E- 
, calld the Fonr Monarchits. 


SECT. VI. 


How the Reading of Hiſtory to be entered 
upon. Good Epitomes are not to be con- 

emn'd. Synopſis of Hiſtories , Chronolo- 
gies: Some Compendiums are 'by name 
recommended. "Anthours, concerning 
the Univerſal Hiſtory, are to be conſulted. 
Rauleigh - « eſpecially ro be efteem'd. The 
Hiſtory of the Bible us the moſd Ancient, 
and firſt to be Read. 


SECT. VII 


From whence the Hiſtory of the Aſlyrio-Cal- 
dean Empire i tobe derived. Of Beroſus, 
Cteſias, 
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\ Cteſias, Megaſthenes, and their Counter- 


feited Writings. That in the defeft of 
them , we muſt have recourſe to Jolephus. 
The great loſs of Diodorus Siculus to be 
ſupplied from others. Eſpecially from Jo- 
ſephus, 4nd the Prophetich Story, Dio- 
genes Lacrtius commended.  .”. 


SECT. . Vi. 


Herodotus, where be began his Hiſtory » and 


where he ended. His Commendation. In 
what time he flouriſht. The beginning of 
the Second General Monarchy. The Ar- 
guments of the ſeveral Books of Herodo- 


* . tus. Why the' Names of the. Muſes were 


put- _— the feweral Books. in. which 
Herodotus # excuſed againſt Lodovicus 
Vives. From what Authours this Hiſtory 
may be enlarg'd and illuſtrated. 


'$ E CT. \IXc> 


Thncydides. ——_—_ From whence, and 


'how far be dedicer Hiſtory, which he 


' Contain'd in eight Books. Their Argu- 
" ments ſhortly and diftinttly laid down. | And 
' what Autheurs writ of the ſame Times and 


Wars with him. 


S/E CT. X. 


Xenophon. His Commendation und Elovie. 
When , and in what order he t3 to be Read. 
That 
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That he writ the Hiſtory of 48 years. 
Which again may be enlarged out of Ply- 
tarch, Juſtin, and Diodorus Siculus. 


SECT. Xl. 


Diodorus Siculus bis beautifull Elogie. He 
travelled over ſeveral Countries Tock he 
writ his Hiſtory. He continues Xeno- 
phon's Story i# the end of his 15th Book. 
And inthe 16th geves an Account of the 
Ations of Philip of Macedon. And /o 

ces on ts Alexander the Great, and de- 
Grades the. Riſe of the Third general Mo- 
_ narchy.. \ 


SKCT. XI. 


Davers Authourt have written che Attion of 
Alexander the Great, Arrianus, Q. Curti- 
us. Their Elogies. In what times they 
lived. Diodorus Siculus proſecutes the 
Hiftary of the Swcceſſaurs of Alexander the 
079 Orber Autbours a ard uſefull Ad- 

tions. | li 


3 KG T; X18. 
Polybius, when ro be read. Of what time; 


. Hiſtory, loſt ar, reduced to fragments. The 
Content; of 
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., writ ; by whom divided into Decads; 
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SECT. XIV. 


Of the Fourth Monarchy the Roman. A 
Tranſition to its Story. The Praiſe of 
both ,, and the loſs of its Hiſtorians deplo- 


red. | 
SECT. XV. 


Where the Courſe of the Rotnan Story is to 
be begun. Lucius A. Florus commenaed. 
The Judgment: of Learned Myn concern- 
ing him. That be is not the” ſame with the 
Epitomizer of Livy. His Miſtakes excu- 
ſed; bis Method of Writing. By what 
means , in probability, Erronrs crept in. 
The Conſulary Faſts of Sigonius and Onu- 
phrivs. Pighius bi Annals commended. 


SECT. XVI. 


In what order the Roman Hiſtory is to be con- 
rinued Dionyſius Halycarnaſſzus com- 
mended. How many years bis Hiſtory con- 
tains ;, the Reaſon given why be # Recom- 
mended ,” m the firſt place;, and confirmd 
from J. Bodinus. _ ES” 


SECT. XVI. 


T. Livius is much and deſervedly admir'd ; in 
what time he lived. How' many Books he 


1 


In 
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In what order to be Read. How the Hi- 
ſtory may be enlarged, or ſupplied. The 
Praiſe and Elogy of Plutarch. 


SE C T. XVII. 


The ſecond Decad of T. Livy, that «, from 
the Xth ro the XXI® Book is lofſl. How 

' and whence that loſs may be ſupplied. Ap- 
'pianus Alexandrinus. What opinion Lear- 
ned Men have of him. . 


- 
SORE - XD 


When the remaining XXV. Books of Livy are 
to be read. What other Authour; may Con- 
firm, or illuſtrate the Hiſtory of the ſame 
times. The Nine laſt Decads, and half 
the Tenth are loſt.” From whince they may 
be ſupplyd. The Hiſtory of Satuſtius'com- 
mended, and alſo Czlar's Commentaries ; 
both by the Learned Men' of the preſent 
and Ancient tumes. 74, 


SECT. XX. 


Of Dion Cailius, and his Hiſtory. How 
many Books he writ. How many periſhed, 
and bow preat the loſs. Vellejus Patercu- 
lus to be worthily ranked amonoſt the beſt 
Hiſtorians ,, and yet his faults are not diſ- 
ſembled. A Tranſition to the Writers of 
the Lives of the Czſars,- | 
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SECT. XXL. 


Suctonius 4nd Tacitus are firſt eo be read. The 


famous teſtimonies of the moſ> Learned 
Men Concerning them. The Judgment; of 
the moſt eminent of the Criticks differ, that 
I may not ſay conteſt, 'each with other, con- 
cerning Tacitus. Light may be derived , 
both to-Suetonius and Tacitus, from Di- 
on Caſlius. 


SE CT. XXII. 


How to paſs on to tht other Writers of the 


Augultan Story, viz. Spartianus , Capi- 
tolinps, Volcatius, and tht other Authours, 
which are not to be lightly eſteemed. The 
Judgment of Juſtus Lipſius and Caſau- 

n comcerming them.  Herodian #s to be 
read in bs place with the reſt. How far 
theſe go in the Hiſtory. '\And that among ſt 
them, Aurelius Victor ,. aud Pomponius 
Lztus deſerve to be admitted. 


SECT. XXII. 


After Conſtantius Chlorus | ao a lutle 


before, the Hiſtory is a lit lex'd, e- 
Jp-cialy in the Lin Wruers. 7 Zoſebins 2 

Zimus and Zonaras, will render it more 
eaſe. Of Zezimus and Zonaras, and 
their Writings ;, and alſo of Jornandes. 
Ammianus Marcellinus has his place _ 
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The opinion of Lipſius and Balduinus the 
Civil Lawyer concerning the latter. 


SECT. XXIV. 


Diaconus his Miſcellane Hiſtory ;, and that 
of Jornandes concerning the Goths z and 
of Procopius and Agathias , who may be 
placed here, or if you pleaſe, the Third 
Tome of. Lonaras: who 1s followed by N1- 
cetas Choniates, and then Nicephorus 
Gregoras ; or if this ſeems too Prolix, af- 
ter Zozimus Blondius Foroliyienfis ey 
be read; or elſe after Vopiſcus Sigonius 
his Hiſtory of the Weſtern Empire may be 
admitted : and from thence the Reader may 

| paſs to the Seventh of Eighth Book of the 
firſt Decad of Blondius. 


SECT. XXV. 


Johannes Cuſpinianus , Paulus Jovius, and 
= Auguſtus Thuanus , will furniſh the Rea- 
"2 . der with a ſhorter view of the Hiſtory of 

2 tbe Roman Emperours, from the begin- 
ning of the Czſars to our own times. 


S'E C T. XXVI. 


- | Some Writers of particular Hiſtories, that beſt 
: deſerve to be read, are enumerated. Guic- 
p ciardine, Paulus ZXmilius, Philippus 
{ Commines , whoſe noble Elogies are re- 

membred. Meteranus, Chromerus 414 


s  Bembus. ; 
e b 2 SECT. 
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S'E C T. XXVIIL 


A — to the Britiſh Story. How the 
Reader ſhould prepare himſelf for the Rea- 
ding of it. In what order he ſhould go on. 
Camden'”s Bricannia; and Selden's Ana- 
lecta are firſt ro be Read; and then 
George Lillies Chronicon. The Com- 
pendium of the Britiſh Hiſtory. 


SECT. XXVIIL 


Gulielmus Malmesburienſis , Sir Henry 
SaviPs, and Camden's Fudgment of him. 
Where he began and ended his Hiſtory. 
Galfredus Monumethenſis ; why to be 0- 
mitted. | The Cenſures of Neubrigenlis , 
John of Withamlſted, Bales, and Jo. Twin ; 
upon bis Hiſtory from all which Virunnius 
diſſents, H. Huntingdonenſis follows. 

' Malmesburienſis and Hoyeden him. : 


SECT. XXIX. 

The Hiſtory of Aſſer Menivenſis ; commended ; 
in what order to be read with the former ;, 
a alſo Eadmerus, Matheus Parifienſis, Ba- 
ronius his judgment of him. Thomas 
Walſingham hs FHftory. The Attions of 
King Stephen, by an unknown Pen. The 
Life of Edw. Il. by Sir Thomas de la 
Moor, # to be taken in in due time. 


SECT. XXX 


Walſingham*s Hypodigma Neuſtria , or 
Hiſtory of Normandy, and the other Wri- 


gers 
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ters not to be neglefted ; and amongſt them 
Odoricus Vitalis of Principal note. Po- 
lidore Virgil has writ che Hiſtory from 
Henry the IV*> zo Richard the I[Id., con- 
cerning whom , the Cenſure of the moſt 
noble Sir H. Savil « obſervable. Richard 
thee IlId was written by Sir Tho, Moor, 
Kt. and Lord Chancellour of England. 
Henry the VII", by che Earl of Se. Albans. 
Henry the VIII", Edward the VIth, Queen 
Mary, by Francis Godwin Biſhop of Lan- 
daff, by way of Annals. As alſo that of 
Queen Elizabeth oy William Camden. 


S & & #- XXXl. 


Though we have no intire body of our hiſtory 


in Latin, written according to the dignity 
of the ſubjeft ; yet, in Engliſh, John Speed 
has writ an excellent Theatre of the Britiſh 
Empire, tobe, in the firſt place, contempla- 
ted by the youth of this Nation, and eſpe- 
Cially of thoſe who deſign to travell. 


—— 


The Addition Concerning the 
Hiſtories of Particular Na- 
tions. 


ARRFEILELE L 


The deſign and order of this Appendix. In 


what order we ſhould proceed in the Parti- 
C#/ar biſtories. The principal hiſtorians of the 
b 3 ſeveral 
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ſeveral Nations are to be ſelefled ;, and the 
hiſtorians of the latter times compared with 
the more ancient. 


RA FI1ICTTE IL 

The hiſtorians of the Germans, and of all the 
People, from the Alpes to the Baltick Sea, 
and from the Rhine ro the Viſtula; to 
which the hiſtory of the Goths, Vandals , 
Huns, Hervls, Switzers, Longobards, Po- 
lonians, Muſchovites, Danes and Swedes 
are to be added. 


ATC EM, 
The Auſtrian hiftorians. 


AI IHL E Iv 
The hiſtorians of the Huns and Hungarians. 
A FICLE: V., 


The hiftorians of the Goths, Danes, Sclayo- 
nians and Swedes. 


aS=STICLIS: VI. 
The hiſtorians of the Longobards. 


+ Wa: © © * Wk 4 i © 
The biſtorians of the Boruſſians and Poles. 


" + *o 5 2 68 9 os (i 
The hiſtorians of the Bohemians, Switzars 
and Saxons. 


EIS ST & 1A, 
The hiſtorians of Celts, or Galls and French, 
under which name we include all which are 
” FI F encloſed 
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encloſed by the Rhine, Pyrenzan Hills, the 
Alpes, and the Qcean. 


AWSELE A 
T he hiſtorians of the Netherlands, Dutch 
and Flandrians. 


AWFESSELE Ak 
The'S paniſh hiſtorians. 


AFISLE XL 
The biſtorians of the Turks and Arabians, 
who heretofore bad the Dominions of Syria, 
Perſia, Africa and Spain, and were com- 
monly call'd Saracens. 


AFL E XML 
The hiſtorians of Ethiopia, India, almeſft al 
Africa, and of the New #orld, or Ameri- 
Ca. 


AKSF3ELE XY. 
The hiſtorians of ſome great Cities. 


SECT. XXXI. 


A Tranſition to the Church Hiſtory. Who 5s 
beſt prepared to read it. T wo intervals of 
time to be chiefly regarded. The Hiſtory 
of the firſt is contain'd in the Holy Bible, 
And with them Joſephus his Antiquities 

to be read. The Fudgment of Learned 

ba. Men 
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Men concerning Joſephus. The pretended 
Hegeſippus nor rorally ro be rejefted. In 
what ſenſe uſefull and commendable. Sul- 
pitius Severus his Sacred Story is deſer- 
vedly recommended here to the Reader. 


SECT. XXX. 


The hiſtory of the ſecond Period ( or ofy the 


Chriſtian Church) ts, in the firſt place, to 
be drawn from the Evangeliſts, and other 
Authours of the New Teſtament, who ſaw 
the Cradle of the Church :' But then of thoſe 
that ſaw her Infancy with their eyes, there 
is ſcarce any Writers extant : ſome Books 
indeed are abroad in the world, which are 
ſaid to be written by Men that lived in thoſe 
days ; in nhkich are deſcribed the ſufferinss 
4 the firſt Martyrs, but are eſteem-d coun- 
terfeits by Learned Men, becauſe they are 
deformed with Fables, Baronius conftſ- 
ſeth, that ſome of the latter Writers were 


guilty of this fanlt. And the ſame com- 


plaint ts made by Lodovicus Vives, and 
Melchior-Canus, and ſome of the Ancients. 
Therefore the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 1; to be 
read with care. And yet too much incre- 
aulity is to be avoided. How we ſhould be 
diſpoſed in the Reading the Church Hiſto- 


ry; the firſt and moſt ancient to be pre- 
ferred before the latter. | 


SE C T. XXXIV. 


At length,sn the Third Century, the Church be- 


ginning to flouriſh, its Hiſtory did ſo, too. 
Euſebius 
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Euſebius Pamphili, the Prince of all Church 
Hiſtorians, He equalled or imitated Xe- 
nophon in his Books of the Life of Con- 
ſtantine. any of his Books are loſt. His 
Authority vindicated. How far the Hif- 
zory of Euſebius comes. Of Ruffinus, Sca- 
liger's opinion of him. The Tripariite Story. 
Nhe Reading of Euſebius his Panegyrick, 


recommended. 


SEC  AXAXV. 


Socrates/in what time he lived; from whence 
and how far he brought his Hiſtory. Of 
Theodorect ; what 5s contained in his books. 
The Cenſure of Photius upon him. $Sozo- 
menus Salaminus. He continues the Hiſ- 
tory in Nine Books, to the year of Chriſt 
423. A Place of St. Gregory againſt So- 
zomen conſidered , and anſwered. $070- 
men's Cander. The Teſtimony of Evuagri- 
us concerning him, Euagrius follows, and 
continues the Tripartite Hiſtory to the year 

| of Chriſt 597. TheophilaCtus Simocatus 


continues it on to the year 601. 


S Ek NAAAVL 


In the Seventh Century, and two or three more 
which follow , there is very few that have 
written the Church Hiſtory well. An Oce- 


an of Legends of the Saints , of Miracles 
and Wonders. Times of ſwelling Words 
and Ignorance. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XXXVII. 


Nicephorus Conſtantinopolitanus may /uc- 
ceed Simocatus. Nicephorus Caliſtius fu 
of errors. Georgius Cedrenus. The opinion 
of Scaliger and Voſlius concerning him. 


SECT. XXXVIIL. 


f 
The Third Tome of Zonaras commended to the 
Reader. The Hiſtory continued to the year 
1118. by Anna Comnena*s Alexiada. The 
tranſcendent praiſe of that excelent Lady. 


TC. CF. * XXAI. 


Nicetas Achomiatus follows immediately af- 
ter Zonaras. Why put here. Lipſius bis 
judgment of both of them. The faith of 
Nicetas call'd into queſtion. Johannes 
Cantacuzanus zs here recommended to the 
Reader by Voſlius. After the former follows 
Laonicus Calcocondylas. 
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Blondus Forolivienfis may. ſupply the defett of 
the Eaftern Writers, as to the Church Hiſto- 
ry. And amongſt others, Sigebertus Gem- 
blacenſis. The opinion of ' ardinal Bellar- 
mine concernins bim. Robertus Abbas 
continues Sigebertus to the year 1210. 
Chronicon Hirſhavenſe co the year 1370. 
and the omitted paſſages of the laſt Chroni- 
CON are ſupplied. and continued to the laſt 
Age by others. The Cofmodromus of Go- 
belinus Perſon, when to be read. The praiſe 

0 
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of it. In ſtead of the Coſmodromus may 
be read the Metropolis of Aldertus Crant-+ 


C- Zius ; in which are many things which are 
"4 taken out of the Coſmodromus, from the 
L times of Charles the Great , to the year 


1504. Nauclerus alſo may be made uſe 
of inſtead of the other two; and that the 
Reader may avoid repetitions, he may begin 
with the Middle Generations, in the ſecond 
Tome. Johannes Sleidanus hath written 
Eeckfaftch Commentaries, from the year 
1517, to the year 1556. which are continu- 
ed again by Caſpar Lundorpius, to the year 


1603. 
SER XL. 


Venerable Bede and Uſuardus are not 5n the 
mean time to be negletted;, nor the Writers 
of the Lives of the Popes of Rome. Ana- 
ſtaftus Bib.jothecarius, and Barthol. Pla- 
tina, their great. Elogies. Onuphrius re- 
viewed Platina, and continued him to the 

year 1566. Sigonius alſo, in his Hiſto- 
4 r1e3.ha interwoven the aff airs of the Church; 
. and in this place are the Elogies of Sigoni- 
us and Onuphrius ro be taken in. 


SES & ALI. 

The Magdeburgian Centuriators put forth 
a moſt uſefull Work of this nature. The 
Judgment of the Reverend Biſhop of 
Chicheſter upon it. What is commenda- 
ble in it. The foundation of it well laid. 
Whence the matter for the building was 
Collethed. An excuſe for the defefts. 
| | SEC 
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The moſt Learned and Reverend Biſhop of 
Chicheſter , proves, that the Centuriators 
have been obnoxious to many errours. Ca- 
ſaubon yields as much; and yet that Re- 
verend Biſhop ſhews, that it 1s a moſt uſe- 
full work, 

S E ©-T: - XLAIV. 

Baronius. bis Annals equal to the Centuria- 
tors. A ſftupendious Work ; Caſaubon's 
Fudgment of it : As alſo that of the ſaid Re- 
verend Biſhop of Chicheſter. 14 hy thoſe An- 
nals are to be xead with great caution. Spon- 
danus the Feſuit the Epitomizer of them. 


S 2%: - ALV. 

The firſt ezght Magdeburgian Centuries redu- 
ced into a Compendium , by Lucas Ofian- 
der, not unprofitably. He leap; from the 
VILIth zo rhe XVI ;, the affairs of which 
he diſcourſeth more at large. Tothis Cen- 
tury belongs the Hiſtory of the Council of 
Trent. The Encomiums of that Hiſtory 
and its Authour. Jac. Auguſtus Thua- 
nus bas inſerted the Church Affairs into his 
Accurate Hiftory, from the year 1546, to 
the year 1608. and it s now continued to 
the year 1618. 
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Part the Second. 
SECT. L 


Young Men,as they are not ſo well capacitated for 
Moral inftrattions ;, fo neither are  - tobe 


eemed 
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eſteemed the beſt qualified for the reading of 
Hiftory. What things are required to both : 
the end and ſcope of Reading. The different 
opinions of the Learned Voſlius and Kecker- 
man about this queſtion. | 


SES 3 IL. 

Keckerman's opinion defended. Tongues are 
ſcarce well Learned without Rules, There 
is a vaſt difference betwixt learning Lan- 
guages, and the Accounts of Attions. Moral 
Philoſophy us as well required in a Reader as 
Writer of Hiſtory. Ubertus Folietta, 
Sebaſtianus Foxius, and Viperanus, do all 
ſeem to be of thus opinion. And the Lear- 
ned Voſlius himſelf affords ftrong Argu- 


ments for it. 


9 © * "Wi 
Vollias his third Argument againſt Kecker- 
man doth hardly ſeem to be ſtrong. That 
a naked relation of an Aﬀair doth not ſa- 
ti;fie a prudent Reader. Which is proved 
from Ludoy. Vivis, Dion. Halicarnaflz- 
us, and Voſlius hiniſelf. That the Read- 
ing the ſame Hiſtories by a Child, and by 
a Man of Learning, is very different. 
SES E::1V. 
The Argument Borrowed from Quintilian 
conſider'd, and an Anſwer made to it. 


SB $$ V. 

The Opinion of Simon Gryneus on this account 

Approved , and it is more largely ſhewn who 
| bY 
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is a competent or- well qualified Reader. It 
is at leaſt requiſite that the Reader have a 


taſte of Moral Philoſophy. And alſo of 
Chronology and Geography , which are 
the two Eyes of Hiftory. And ſome know- 
ledge of other Arts ts alſo neceſſary. 


£ i 


Parc the Third. 


S&-Ge--$ 10 | 
The laſt Head of what i to be handled propoſed. 
The Council of Ludovicus Vivis concerning 
thoſe things that are to be Noted in the Rea- 
aing of Hiſtories. The Cuſtome of Auguſ- 
tus Czfar in his Reading Hiſtories, What 
| things are foundin Hiſtories worth Noting, 
 andof what Uſe they are. 


% © xx RT. 


| Two ſorts of Excerpts, or Colleftions, Philolo- 


gick and Philoſophick z what ſpecies are ton- 
tain'd under each of them : how each of them 
are to be diſpoſed of, or ordered. What ad- 
vantage accrues thereby. Many have written 
the formes of Common-place Books. 


SE CT. 1 
A various Method of chuſing and reſerving 
for uſe the beſt things ſhewn out of Anneus 
SENCCA. 
I & © EF. FY. 

The manner of Excerping vluſtrated by Ex- 
- amples. And firſt as to Philologieal obſer- 
' patrons out of Vell. Paterculus. The 

| Births 


we 
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Births and Deaths of Great Men to be ob- 


ſerved. A three-fold Elogie of Cato the 


Elder. His Death. . A diſagreement Con- 
cerning his Age. His batred againſt Car- 
thage. The building of Corinth; its du- 
ration, and an Age fatal to Great Cities. 
The Reaſons of Ancient Sir-names. The 
differences of the Roman Citizens. That 
critical obſervations onght ro be entered 
under the Philological. That Scipio may 
be call'd, not onely a favourer, but an en- 
creaſer of Learning; againſt the opinion 
of Lipſius in that point. Fis Praiſe. A 
two-fold Leiſure. What Diſpungere fig- 
nifies;, and whence it i; derived ;, and what 
things are ſaid to be Expuntta. An ex- 
ample out of Tacitus. Pritnores Civita- 
tes; What. That the Optimates were the 
beſt of the Nobility. Who were calPd 
Principes, Conſules, Exconſules, Ex- 
prztores, .&c. The diſtinftion of the Se- 
natours into Patricians , Conſcripti and 
Pedarii; Whence they were ſo call d. 


S.& GR V. 


What Method is 10 be obſerved in Philoſophical 


Obſervations ſhewn out of Herodotus,” Po- 
lybius, and other Hiſtorian; A twifold 
uſe of Examples. Juſtus Lipfius, Jo. a cho- 
kier and R. Dallington onr Countreyman 
have excellently ſhewn the Vſes of Hiſtories 
and Examples. An Inſtance or two of which 
ts bere giun by ns ont of L. Florus, Juſtin 


and Herodotus. Ser. Auguſtine ſuppoſerh 
that the Hiſtory of Romulus and Remus #s 


rae 
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true. What uſe may be made of it. The 
faith of Camillus and Fabricius, and the 
Axioms which ſpring from it. What the 
Prodigious Preparations of Xerxes, and the 
Event of his Expedition may teach us, which 


- 15 again confirm'd by the Example of the laſt 


Darius. By the Examples of Caligula, Ne- 
ro and Valentimian, the Malignity of ſelf- 
love,cnvuy,and ſpite, and malice are ſhewn. Po- 
lybius Fc ſhews the Uſe of Hiſtories. 


SECT. YL, 


That Chriſtians may receive uſefull inſtruft:- 


on3 from the Examples of the Heathens ; and 
thereby improve themſelves not onely in Mo- 
ral Vertues, but alſo in the Att; of Piety and 
a Holy life. The ſame thing taught by St. Au- 
guſtine,S.Hierome and others, The Precepts 
of ſuch imitations fulfilled by the Heathens, 
which $t. Ambroſe elegantly expreſſed. 


SE. CT. VE. 


T hat the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory affords more and 


better fruits ;, That the good works of the 
Heathens were nothing but ſplendid Sins. 
The Ethnick Hiſtory slluſtrates onely the 
ſecond Table of the Decalogne, but the 
Church-Hiftory the whole Law. In the 
Prophane Hiſtory there is nothing but coun- 
rerfeit ſhape; of Vertues ;, but in this the true 
Vertues are ſhewn. In the firſt there are 
many things that are pleaſant and uſefu! to 
be known ;, but in the ſecond there are more 
things which are neceſſary: Upon which the 
Diſcomſe # concluded, with an Exhortati- 


on to 4 diligent reading of the Church-hift ory. 
THE 


FS, ot, BE Sm hh. 2% 


Reading Hiſtories, 


THE 


METHOD and ORDER 


OF 


” 


/ 


The Antelogium; or, The Intro- 
ductory Oration , made by the Authour 


the 17 of Oftober, 1635. 


T he occaſion of Repeating theſe Leftures and 


WT oa The Scope publick, Advantage, yet 
not to ve raſhly publiſhed. The Exceſſive Con- 
frdence of the Scriblers of this Age Reprehen- 
ded. Modeſty retonimended, by the Exam- 
ple of Pliny Securidus. The Ancient Cuſtome 
of Repeating before publication very uſefull. 
How much deſireable in this "Age, 1oft ac- 
ceptable ro Wiſe men. Rather an. Argu- 


ment of Mode ny” of Oftentation. A 


lzving 


J- 
2 Ry 


 andyet meſt eagerly 
younger. 
"RE are fame alfo of my prefent Hearers, 


_ and afterwards (if T thong 


The Aftelogium ; or, 
kving Voice. . In what HeariVg bas the ad- 
Vantage no. The definition of 
Hiftory. Its End , diviſion, and various 
ſorts or Species, 


Fg 

T is now about ten years and ſome 
-K Months, if my Calculationdeceive me 
. not Honoura ble Academicks,) 
fince I made ſome Diſcourſes in this very 
Place, in the Preſence of a great Aſſembly, 
concerning the Order and Method of Reading 
Hiſtories, Whereupon ſome of my then 
Hearers prevail4upon me by; their impor- 
tunity {ox a5 © Publiſh frdtpthe Prefs, 
and bring into the Light, thoſe Meditati- 
Ons, fuch as they _ Of ar ſome -o 

my Learned Friends, have folicited me wit 
the fame vigour and irreſiſtible Earneſtneſs, 
that I would bring theſe LeCtures the fecond 
time td the Avi, and ſtill infill, -urge and 
inculcate theſe reaſons for it , that they 
may ſurmount ' my reluftance. The for- 
mer Impreſſion is _ years fince fold off, 
| ought after or many 5 
that therefore a pew Edi:ion world be very 
acceptable, apd very ufefult too:, to the 
unger Students withot *doubr. And 


whom [ haye heard wiſh, vety paſſionately, 
fit, Commu- 


that I would reade again ES thar Sub 


nicate my LeEzres to the Learned , 'and 
. Publiſh them to the World. At Tength I 
yielded to the defices of both, as far as I 
7 | am 
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am Capable: though at the ſame time I 
cannot with the fame facility fatisfic wy 
own private humour by it, and much le 

my Judgment. My deſign then is (with 
the fayourable aſliſtence of God),) to repre- 
ſent to you my Hearers, thoſe former Me- 
ditations,' with Additions and Amendments 
in ſome places, in my next Lefwres - and 
that ſo carefully improved and Corretted; 
as none of you may juſtly retort npon me 

the Satyriſt's Proverb, | 


Occidit miſeros crambe repetits Magiſtros: Juv. Sats7. 


The oft repeated Crambe kills 
the wretched Maſter 


2. And yet whilſt I well Conſider youy 
what if I ſhould onely repeat my former 
thoughts ? for how few of you is there who 
now fill thoſe Seats, who have either from 
my Mouth heard, or in Print read thoſe 
former Diſcourſes? it may be in truth none, 
or two or three at moſt, and eyen thoſe a- 
_ ou, asT conjetture, who have ever 

them are not much more Nume- 
rous. Inſhort, Iwill grant they were here- 
tofore Printed, ſo I may obtain that at 
ſome times , —_—_ they were in . 
ſome Efteem and by ſome with ſome 
advantage, and not thought unworthy of 
a light Commendation : why then ſhould I 
be bland for repeating and retouching the 
ſame Readings to my New Hearers, who 
| B 2 are 


Ter. Heaut. 
Liſeng. Ap, 
in Can, 
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are for the moſt part now to begin the Stu- 
dy of Hiſtories ? to theſe they will ſeem 
new, though -onely renew'd to- others. 


Nor would I have you think I enter upon a 
-new and unheardattempt by doing thus, I 


have the Example of Good men on my; fade, by 


which I amencouraged ſo to dot. ' It.mas an an- 


cient and commendable Cuſtome heretofore , 
which is ſtill tm uſe , that in the delivery of 
Arts befides the daily Leftures, the Tutours 
ſhould repeat ſome things over again more Ac- 
curately, by which the minds of their Pupils 
being as it were.invigorated, they might be the 
more inticed to a diligent purſuit of their ſeve- 
ral profeſſions. Thus in the days of our Fa- 
thers, Franciſcus a Victoria bad his reittera- 
ted Theological Leftures; Melchior Canus, 
his Scholar alſo had his, both: Divines of great 
Note amongſt the Roman Catholicks , and of 
later times Henningus Arniſtus , 4 famous 
Philofapher and Phyſician , publiſhed .his repea- 
red Politick Lefures, and many other lear- 
ned men of different Profeſhons have pur 
out their repeated Lefures. But what need 
1s . there of ſo many Examples 2 when the 
thing is able to juftifie it ſel, -and affords 
mea ready defence ? for whatever dbes once 
Pleaſe, if we conceive that there was any 
folid Cauſe for it, we may well hope the re- 
petition of it will not be: unacceptable. 
That which is Good is Grateful the ſecond and 
third time, was a Greek Proverb. And the 
Venuſian tells us of a Good Poem, 


Tudicis 
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Fudicis argutum que non formidat acumen,  yor.de. Ar- 

 Hecplacuit femel, hec deciesreperita placebit. te Poet. 
Which cannot fear the Criticks Eyes | 
Theſe pleaſe butonce, but thoſe ſurpriſe C 
At the tenth reading o'er, him that is wiſe.) j 
3. But that which Horace promiſed would 
be the effect of an excellent Poem is too 
Great, and Glorious for me to aſpire toy 
and even above my wiſhes. For I am nor 
{o like S»ffenus the bad but conceited Poer; 
or ſo ſelf affeted, that I ſhould ever think 
theſe my rude and unpoliſtd Lefures wor» 
thy of ſo ſtrange a Fate. ' 'My Deſign and 
Scope has indeed ever been to ſeek the good, 
and promotethe advantage of my Hearers, 
and yet l have not onely here in this Publick 
place, bur every where ſought carefully 
what might pleaſe you too, though to wiſe 
minds theſe two are inſeparable, for it is but 
juſt and reaſonable , that what does profit 
ſhould pleaſez and therefore whilſt I conſi- 
cec theſe things ſeriouſly with my ſelf, I ſee 
no cauſe to fear this my ſlight Work ſhould 
be leſs gratefull or acceptable to my Hea- 
rers. Nor am I unwilling to comply with 
the deſires of my Friends, (thoſe I mean 
who as I ſaid before deſired theſe Meditati- 
ons might be reprinted, as having faln in- 
to the hands of very few men,) and the ra- 
ther becauſe they ſo confidently ayer, that 
at will be a very great Help to the Youth - 
B 3 the 
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the Univerſity, and to all other loyers of 
Hiſtory. Whoſe Judgments choug h I do 
not totally ſuſpe&, as bribed by their af- 
feCtions to me, yet I think ſeriouſly and fre- 
quently with my ſelf, (with Plony Secundus 
an excellent Writer.) that it is a great thing 
te put 4 Diſcourſe into the bands of Men, nor 
can I (faith he) perſwade my ſelf , that what 
4 man deſires ſhould pleaſe all and always, 
exght rat to be often reviewed and by many. 
And for theſe cauſes, Gentlemen, I have 
not long fince reſolved diljgently and ac- 
curately to reviſe thoſe my fortner Medi- 
tations, and having ſo re-cxamin'd and en- 
larged them, then to recite them ſo im- 
proved to my Hearers, and yet not then 
IA Tn _ 
y n well a many an 
Ln men, who haye great knowledge 
_ — 2s not wholly gnworthy of the 
LIgnt. 

4. I think it is not unknown to many, 
and I haye obſerved it too ofren ſelt; 
that too great a Self-love and Confidence, 
have inſenſibly ſtoln upon the ies of this 
and former Ages. May Iadviſe you (young 
men) to. ſhun this, as the worſt of Peſts, let 
ns baniſh jt from us, and think meanly of 
our ſelyes. Let us meaſure our ſelves and 
our Performances by our own Foot and Sran- 
dard. and not believe any thing that is 
Great of our ſelves, beyond what we are 
truly Conſcious of to our ſelves. Afodeſty, 
Modeſty is it which becomes every _ _ 

| eads 
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leads all that follow her i the Streight and 
right Path to ſolid Glary, without it we are 
Hurl'd dowa precipices, and inſtead of ac- 
quiring Honour become the S$corn of Men, 
and inſtead of a good Fame, we return loa- 
den with Ignominy and Contempt ; but to 
return, have you eyer read or heard that of 
the Comedian, He that can revere his onn 
anind, knows bow to begin Sefely , Or as O- ph;, 
thers reade it, to attempt Safe w- I doubt 
not but you have heard it : Believe this 
Speech which deſerves Credit, and is an 
Admonition of the Greateſt Value, eſpeci- 
ally ia War, and yet not of more uſe in 
the dangers of the , than in the 
Hazards which attend the Goewz and the 
School. 

5- This was well underſtood by Pliny , 
whom I juſt now named, aud therefore not 
truſting much to his own Judgment, he ve- 
ry often or rather always, delired the opi- 
nion and Council of ot when eyer he 


Notes if 1 doubt, 1 conſider of them with one 
9 £30 mare, and at | - recite it to wy, 
4 | 
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I love, yeal venerate (O thou Polite Secun- 
dus) this thy Cautious modeſty , thy pru- 
gent and _ diſtruſt of thy own Ingenuity, 
how earneſtly do I defire exattly to imitate 
thee, and I do with the greateſt Confidence 
Propoſe thee as an Example to others. 

6. Nordol onely recommend toyou(my 
Hearers,) his great Modeſty and almoſt 
ſingle Hymility, but in the very firſt place 
I commend that Cuſtome of Rerhring oO 
very excellent Uſage, and to be infnitely 
defired in this our Scribling Age ! Both the 
Learned and Unlearned Write on and on. 
And an Unreſtrain'd Luſt of Deflouring and 
defiling Paper Reigns every where, and 
this is the canſe why ſo many, feeble, dry, 
jejune, undigeſted , begun rather than $- 
niſhed Pieces, are ſo frequently thruſt out 
into the World , O that therefore this An- 
cient Cuſtome of reciting at leaſt private- 
ly and to our Friends could be brought into 

Lip.£p.48. uſe again ! how uſefull would it be ro reſtrain 

Cent. 2. ad the over haſty, and deſolute Wits of ſome, and 

Belg. to dire others ? How deſirable and accep- 
table would it ſeem to wiſe men, -roſee the 
Writings of Learned men which were de- 
ſigned for the Preſs, ſubmitted firſt to the 
Judgments and Senſes of Wiſe and Good 

Amb. Ep. men. ' For you ſhall rarely find a man who 5s 

1.6. Ep. 40. not deceived by his own Writings, (they are 

ow Sab!- the words of St. Ambroſe,) they paſs by him 

wy with many faults unperceived , and as defor- 
med Children are yet dear to their own Parents, 
fo undecegt Diſcourſes pleaſe their _ 
S 
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This Cuſtome then without Queſtion, of 
Pliny which I am now imitating , and not 
onely idlely Commending, would be very 
acceptable to all Wiſe men. 

7. But it may be objected, this will look 
like Oſtentation to many, and an AﬀeCtation 
of a little vain, empty Glory ambitiouſly 
Courted. I fay it is nothing leſs, for it is 
rather —_ prudence, an humble eſteem 
of a Man's ſelf, and the avoiding boldneſs 
and boaſting as deteſtable. For therefore 
does a man recite his Writings, or ſubmit 
them to be read by others, that he may 
know their Judgments, and hear the truth 
concerning them ,, thar if any thing has 
ſlip'd him he may amend it, if any thing be 
obſcure, he may illuſtrate and clear it, if 
any thing is not true he may Coftrect it, 


according to the old Proverb, Recitations pro- Theo- 
duce Amendments. Will you therefore a phraft. 


while hear Pliny Diſcourtng at once the 
Cauſes and Advantages of Publick recitati- 
ons in his Epiſtle to Ar:;ftor, lib. 5. Ep. 3. 
I follow ( ſaith he) theſe reaſons for reciting : 
Firſt, He that recntes reflefts f lnfhe wo more 
ſbarply upon his own Writings, out of Reve- 
rence to bis Hearers. Secondly, That be may 


determine what he doubts of by their Advice 
and Counſell, And though he is not inform d 
what they think. of him, yet he may obſerve it 
by their Countenances, their Eyes, their Nods, 
their Whiſpers or Murmurs, their Silence, 
which by Notices that are not obſcure diſcover 
Fuagment from affefFion, and ſo it may my” 
4 ; 
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sf it be beeded,, that I beve changed ſome 
things upon the judgment of ſome who were 
preſent, who ſaid nothing to me. You ſee 
(my Hearers) what were Pliny's cauſes for 
Reciting : and it is very apparent thereby, 
that there were many Advantages gain'd b 
it. Now if the Writers of our age w 

for the ſame reaſons reduce it into uſe a- 
gaing who could blame them for it ? who 
conld accuſe them of an Ambitious vanity ? 
what if 34.Cato*s cavillers ſhould infeſt him ? 
who will allow nothing to be well done or 
ſaid by others, which they will not preſume 
todreſs over again ? what if they will not 
fear to ſpend freely their Conjeftures ? and 
eo gueſs as readily IND y at the mea- 
ning of another ? Wiſe men will without 
concern ſuffer their malignant raſh con- 
jectures to run by them, aud pleaſantly ac- 
quieſce in the rewards of a good Conſcience. 
And I will freely grant, that this uſage has 
been taken vp heretofore by ſome Ambitious 
Vainglorious men, who made the Noiſe of } 
the Rabble the End of their Actions, and 
courted the Popular breath , Hunting after 
the great but .indiſcreet Acclamations of 
the Little Folk, O Willy ! Euge ! Well! 
Pleafantly ! and ſuch like fly mati- 
ons, by their Recitations. Ofilly, vain 
fooliſh Fellows! O the miſerable Slaves of 
Glory ! I hope our times afford men of 
more Wit, and of more :Generous gras” 
they know that it is the leaſt part of a wiſ 


Man's caze to Sail by the Gard of Fame and 
| | Opinion. | 
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Opinion. A wiſe men (faith a Noble Greek 
Authour,) neither Speaks nor As any thing 
for repute onely. Our deſire then is, that 
he that recites any thing, or commits it to 
ther to be peruſed , ſhould propoſe to 
imſelf a better End, and a more Noble 
Deſign z that is, that whatever he intends 
to publiſh for the Advancement of Lear- 
ning, might by theſe means come forth the 
more Correft , polite and probable, for 
this was the end of the Great Secundss, nop 
that he might bear bis Works Applanded while 
he recited them, but that they might then be 
commended when thty came to be read. And 
yet (nor will I diſſemble itz) the Reply of 
the Satyriſt does notdiſpleaſe us ; 


Non ego dam revito, fi forte quid Apting exit _ Pex. Sat.1. 


Landari metuam ; nec enim mibiCornes fibra ef, 
Sed refis fintmque extremim que efſe reeuſo 
Enge tum & Belle. 


If whilſt I reade forme things ſeem to excell 
I fear not pate - but rather like it well; 
I have no ſenſeleſs callous heart, and yet 

I can not yield Acclamations great 
Enough to be the ntmoſt bonnding line - 
Of what is trae, or my ſupreme deſign. 


8. And now (my Heerers) as to what con- 
cerns my ſelf, if I will Adminiſter well the 
affairs of my own Province, if init I ſeek. to 
doe che greateſt good I can,) as I profeſs 
That is my greateſt wiſh,) who is there a- 
mongſt you, (if he be nota mere Novice and 

utterly 


®N 
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utterly ignorant of theſe Studies,) who does 
not know that there lies upon me an indiſ- 
penſable obligation of reciting , and re- 
peating ſome things over and over again, 
as the occaſions of -my Auditory requ! 
which daily changeth ; and by new Succe. 
ſions and Viciſſitudes is every day renew'd-? 
Eſpecially when Hearers come who ' have 
great need, or rather are under an abſolute 
neceſlity of having the things I have now in 
hand taught them. , 
9. Some other may poſlibly obje& it-is in 


vain to delay us with a Recitation , if at 


laſt you intend to publiſh theſe Diſcourſes, 
which every man may then reade with more 
Attention in the Quietneſs of retirement : 
but I reply (as I have ſaid before,) that I re- 


..* cite them thatthey may come out thermore 


perfect and Correft: And I have alſo a- 
nother Reaſon for it, and that of no. leſs 
_— we Rules of all _— and Dif- 
ciplines, as all grant, are more ily 1n- 
ſtil'd by the mouth of a Teacher ns they 
are drawn out of Books: . and why then 
ſhould not we conceive the ſame may hold 
true concerning the Rules of Reading Hi- 
ſtory ? I am ſure this was the opinion of 
the often cited Pliny, for writing to his 
Nephew, thus he tells him, Tow will ſay [ 
beve ſeveral not leſs Elegant diſcourſes which 
I can reade;, it may be ſo : But then you will 
never want an opportunity to reade them, but you 
may for bearing ;, beſides as it is commonly 
ſaid, the living Voice does moſt affeft us , for 
though 
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though what a man reads he attends more Accu- 
rately to, yet thoſe things we hear ſink, deeper, 
which the very Pronunciation , Countenance, 
Habit , and Carriage or Behaviour of the 
Speaker, Stamps and Prints upon our minds. 
And St. Hierome in an Epiltle to Pawlina, 
ſaith, The living Voice hath ſomewhat of 4 
ſecret energy or power, and transfuſing it ſelf 
from the mouth of the Authour penetrates the 
Ears of the Diſciple with a f ra ſound. 


And therefore Fabius Quintilianus, one of 


the greateſt Maſters of the Art of Rheto- 
rick, gives this as a rule for the forming 


a good Oratour, Let the Maſter (faith he) rib. r. c.2; 


every day ſpeak himſelf ſomething, yea m 

wr th Thich the Scholars may pon a> 
him amongſt themſelves ;, for though he may 
ſupply them with examples enough ont of Books, 
yet that (as it is call d) Living Voice affords 
more' Nouriſhment , and above all others the 
Maſters, for whom the Scholars , uf they be 
rightly diſpoſed, muſt needs have 4 great both 
Love and Reverence, Nor was the great 
Oratour M.Tullyof another opinion, for in 
his Perfett Oratoxrr he thus plainly delivers 
hunſelf; Books (ſaith he) ſeem to went that 
ſpirit and Life which makes things ſeem grea- 
ter when they are ſpoken, than when the ſame 
things are onely read, and from hence came 


that ſaying,in reading Demoſthenes the grea- |; 


teſt thing is wanting, the Oratour himſelf, be- 


ing read, and not heard, and with this that 
oO 


Horace agrees where with great faceti- 
ouſneſs and pleaſantry he Ridicules the 
E PIcu- 
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Epicurean who had improved Catins in the 
Kitchin Arts. 


_ Sat. Learn'd Catins > the GodsI ask this Boon 


h, 
Elegant wt hat Imay hear it t_t—_ his own mh; 
Verfrm. For though you talk, as if you underſtood 
ET well, and knew-the rules for 
F 
Yer from your Lips I'm ſare they came be 
known 
So well as if Theard them from his own ; + 
Beſides to ſee the figure of the man 
Would pleaſe me much, pray ſhew me if 


you can, 
A Cen which bleſt you are almoſt 
And donot value, cauſe fo ofc enjoy'd : 
But eager I to unknown Fonntains preſs, - 
To draw from thence the Rules of Hap- 


Þineſs, 


10. Things ſtending thus (my Hearers 
what hinderance remains that we may ry 
chearfully prepareourſclyes'for the deſigned 
Work ? which having thus beſpoke your 
affections, we will begin forthwith in the 
Next LeQtare , and in. the mean time leſt 
whilſt we are to diſcourſe: concerning the 
Order and Method of Reading Hiſtories, we 
ſhould break the rules of Method, if our 


younger Hearers (for whoſe ſake this Task 
is 
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is undertaken.) be not told what Hiſtories 
we mean, we think it now worth our while 
ro premiſe firſt the Definition , and then 
the Diviſion of Hiſtories , and then briefly 
to explain them, that by this means we 
may open a more clear paſſage tothe bring- 
ing our deſigned undertaking to its End. 
The Definition then which we formerly 
wade, and which 1 will ſtill ſtand by is this. 


Hiſtory is the Regiſter and Explication - The defini- 
Ry affairs, +. 4 Sr to the end t Es ticn of Hi- 
me of them may be preſerved, and [o TY. flory. 


niverſals may be the more evidently Confirm'd, 
by which we may be inftrufted how to live well 
and Happily. I fay firſt then, that it is « Re- 
gifter and Explication, becauſe we are to diſ- 
courſe of it as it may be read, ſo that Re- 
cording and explaining are the Genus, for 
the Objea or matter I put particular affairs, 
that is publick or private Afions worthy 
of the memory of men. I affign a manifold 
End, that the memory of particular Aftions 
may be preſerved, andalfo that outof Par- 
ticulars, general P $ may be deduced, 
and 'Confirm'd ; and laſtly , that by theſe 
we may be the more inſtructed howto live 
well and hepplly , for this was the reafon 
why 24. Tuly fty!'d Hiſtory the 2{iftreſs of 
Life , and to this relate thoſe excellenc 
-words of Livy ig the Preface to his Hiſtory. 
This is the moſt Healtbfull and Profitable atten- 
dant of the kyowledge of Hiſtory, that you may 
Contemplate the nflrnttions of variery of Ex- 
amples united in one ilInftrions AMfonument- ; 
an 
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and from thence take out ſuch things as are uſe- 
Full fo thee, or to thy Countrey, and that thou 
mayſt wiſely conſider that what has an ill 
beginning will have an ill end ,, and ſo avoid 
it. 

1x. According to this our Definition, we 
ſubjoyn oyr Diviſions, which are not ſub- 
tile-and exquiſite (for ſuch. would be of go 
uſe here;). but popular and common. . I 
know that Hiſtory has been divided both b 
the Ancients and ſome of the Modern Wri- 
ters into Dzvine, which treats of God and 
Divine things ; Natural, which treats of 
Naturals and their cauſes, and Humane Hi- 
ftory, which relates the Actions of Man as 
living in Society ; and our definition has 
reſpect onely to the latter ; and this again 
we ſubdivide into Polsr:cal or Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and again both theſe 
into General and Particular Hiſtories. The 
Political or Civil Hiſtory, is. that which ex- 
plains the Riſe or beginning , Conſtituti- 
ons, Increaſes, Changes and Afﬀairs of Ent- 
pr, Gyn andy im _ SN, alt; 
cleſiaſtical Hi is that. which principally 
Fn fs the afrirs of the Church, though 
at the ſame time the -Tranſattions of Mo- 
narchs and Kingdoms are alſo inſerted. 
Univerſal either Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory is that which contains the Attions of 
all, or at leaſt many. and thoſe the molt 
conſiderable People , Common-wealths or 
Churches, for many ages; the Particalar Hi- 
ſtory is that which comprehends the —_—_ 

wats? oh VA 


' the Tutrodudtory Orat ion. 


of any one People, City or Common - 
wealth, or of one particular Churth. This 


our Method is intended to deſcribe the dt- 77, g:ye. 


ſtintt and regular way of Reading all theſe 
in their due Order. There is another divi- 


- ſion of Hiſtory, which offers it ſelf to our 


Conſideration, and is eſpecially worth the 
obſervation of Youths, which is taken from 
the Circumſtances and Modes of Relating 
or Explaining things : as of Hiſtories ſome 
are calPd Chronicles, which are thoſe that 
chiefly take notice of the times in which 
Actions are done; others are call'd Lives, 
which deſcribe the Perſons of particular 
men, and their Actions and Manners ; others 
are call'd Relations, or Narratives, whoſe 
chief buſineſs is to relate faithfully and 
clearly the memorable Actions of particular 
men, or any particular affairs of Commy- 
nities. As to the firſt of theſe heads, all 
Hiſtories do or at leaſt ought to note the 
times in which Actions happen , for every 
Relation is obſcure, and like a Fable with- 
out the Addition of the time in which it 
falls, and yet all do not obſerve the ſame 
intervals of time, nor keep. the ſame Or- 
der in Relating, and this produces variety 
of Chronicles, from whence has ſprung the 
various denominations of Annals , Faſts 2 
Ephemerides or Diaries, Menologies, Bimeſtri- 
as, Trimeſtrias, Semeſtrias, Decads and 
Centuries, of all which we have largely diſ- 
courſed in our Preliminaries of Hiltory. 
The Writers of that ſort of Hiſtory we cl] 
C Chro- 
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Chronicles, are, Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, 
Dionyſins Helicarnaſſeus, Fuſtinus, T. Livigs, 
Sabellicus, and the like. The Writers of 
Lives, as is ſaid, propoſe to themſelves the 
repreſentation of the perſons of ſingle 
Men, and (which is worth your reflexion,) 
to this ſort belong mixt Actions, publick, 
private, domeſtick and Civil, 6 c. in this 
Claſlis are Sueronins, Plutarch, Cor. Tacitus, 
Dion Caſſius, efmilius Probus, and others 
to be placed. The Writers of Relations 
or Narratives are Hiftorians, who endea- 


; vour to give full and Continued Accounts 


of memorable Tranſattions and affairs , 
ſuch as Xenophon's Expedition of Cyrus, Sa- 
luftius his Conſpiracy of Catilin , Halicar- 
naſſeus his Embaſſies, and the like. Concer- 
ning the reading of all which you ſhall be 
farther informed, with God's aſliſtence, in 
the Enſuing diſcourſe. | 
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SST L 


T hree things are required to the profitable 
reading Hiſtories, whereupts the three parts 
of this diſcourſe are propounded. 


Hat the Reading of Hiſtory.may 

| + be attended with the moſt Advan- 
tageous Conſequences, and afford 

the Student a good reward for his labour, 
three things are inſignally neceſſary. Firſt, 
That the Order he obſerye be '7ighr and 
C 2 Conſtant, 
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Conſtant, that he be not Confuſed, wan- 
dring, and deſultory in his reading. Se- 
condly , That he haye a clear and good 
judgment, that he may with dexterity Ap- 
prehend what he reads, and well diſcern 
what 1s to be ſelefted. Thirdly, There 
un to be employed a diligent and exact 
Induſtry that gathering Stores of all ſorts, 
they may be regularly diſpoſed as it were 
in a Granary ; we deſign therefore to di- 
vide this diſſertation into three general 
Parts : the firſt of which ſhall contain the 
principal Authours which are to be read, 
and ſhall alſo ſhew the Qrder in which they 
are to be rezd ; the ſecond ſhall teach who 
1s to be Eſteem'd a Competent, well quali- 
fied reader of Hiſtory, the third ſhall ſhew 
an Excellent way of gathering the fruits 
of Hiſtory, and Explain the order and me- 
—_ of difpoſing them into Cells or Store- 
houſes. 
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SECT. IL 
that Series of Hiſtories is to be obſerved, and 


how to be ordered; the great interval; of- 
time to be obſerved ;, an Epocha or Xra, 
what it 15, wy there ts ;, the Floods 
or inundations, in what times they happened ; 
the Obſcure, and/Fabulous intervals or pes. 
riods of time, the Olympiads or Hiſtorical 
anterval. 


S to the firſt of theſe, ſucha chain , 
Series or Succeſſion of Authours is 

ro be obſerved in reading, as may exaCtly 
imitate the interyals of times, and the great 
and general Monarchies. The infervals or 
Periods of times as they relare to Hiſtory, 


and the memory of Afﬀairs, as Cenſorinus De Natali 
obſerves out of Yarro, are three, the firſt = "I 
from the beginning of mankind to the firſt  *** 


Flood, which, ſaith he, fof .the ignorance 
of the things that were done in it is call'd 
the Obſcure Period ; the ſecond is from the 
firſt Flood to the firſt Olympiad, in which 
becauſe many things are fabulouſly related, 
it is call'd the Myrhick, or fhulous inter- 
vat; the third is from the firſt Olympiad 
to our times, by which he means the times 
of the Ceſars, Which is call'd the Hiltorick 
e/Era, becaufe the things which have beeg 
done in it are contained in true Hiſtories. | 
Theſe great intervals (as you-will ſee,) are 
divided or diftinguiſhed by ſeveral Epochas. 
Now an Epecha ts ſome 1lluſfrious begin- ' 
C 3 nmg 
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ning in time from whence we number the 
fo'lowing times, and we obſerve two ſorts . 
of Ephocas, the Eccleſiaſtical and the Civil; 
the firft of thefe are in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures and Church Hiftory, ſuch as are theſe 
which follow, from the beginning of the 
World or the Creation, from the inunda- 
vion or Fldod ,, from the building of the 
tower of Babel or the Confufion of Tongues, 
the going out of E-ypr, and the like : 
theſe that follow are Femmatly read in 
Prophane Hiſtories or heathen Authours, 
from the de —vaaaye hg I from - = firſt 
Olyanpiad', from t xpedition. of Cyrus, 
Gomthe vaſlh e of Xerxes, &c. So in this 
place of Cenſorinus, from the beginning 
of mankind or the Creation of the World 
to the Deluge, and it is remarkable he ſtyles 
it the firſt Flood, for Hiſtory preſerves 
the memory of three great Floods or De- 
luges. The firſt was the Univerſal Deluge 
in the time of the Patriarch Noab, of which 
Aoſes Writes in the Holy Scriptures, which 
fell in the year of the World, 1656. The 
Second was that of Ogypges in Achaza, which 
deſtroyed almgft all that Province, and he- 
cauſe it happen'd'in the time Ogyges,, (who 
was then the Founder and King of Eluſina) 
he gave name to the time and place. of. it. 
According to Oroſius, this fell in the year 
of the World 2185, inthe days of the Pa- 
triarch Jacob. e third was the Ducale- 
on Inundation, from.him ſo caltd, in whoſe: 
time an; inundation (they. axe the words of 
Oroſius,) 


—_—_ wu 5 ww = w yY ww ww S_ww W yy rw Fm 0vY 


——_—_ 3, 7. 


of Reading Hiſtories. 


Oreoſins,) of Waters Conſum'd the greateſt Lib. 1. c.9. 


rt of the People of Theflalia, wery few Eſ- 
nr by the refuge of the Abate; ard 
E (ſpecially mm Mount Parnaſſus , abons which 
Ducalteon's Kingdom lay , who entertaining 


- chem that fled to him in Boats, preſerved and 


fed them , upon the rwo heads of Parnaſſus, 
vpon which account he is call d the repas- 
rer of Mankind; this Deluge fell in the 


year of the World 2437, in the time of Aug. 4: 


Cecrops —— the Arbenians, and about ©» 
15 years be 

of Iſrael out of Egypt. I follow the 
Computation of Scaligey , which I deſire 
the Reader would obſerye once for al}, 

2. That firſt Intervah which to' Yayo 
(though 2 moſt Learned man) ſrtem's Ob- 
fenre, of! Night, tous Chriſtians is-full of 
Light, and by the Aſſiſtence of the Hobp 
Scriptures, more bright than the Meridian 
Sun, and we know t contains 1656 years; 
the Hiſtory of which-we have delivered by 
Moſes in a moſt brief Compendium , in the 
firſt ſme Chapters of Gereſ;is nor is thers 
any thing to be found concerning thoſe 
things that paſſed before the Deluge, in 
all the Monuments of Learning that are 
Exrant, or can be found, bat onely here. 

3. The Second Intervak 


e the going of the Children Tuſtin. L.2. 
C. 6, 


from the Deluge to the firſt 

* Olympiad, (that is to the 

firſt Exerciſe which every 

fourth year was Celebrated 

by the Greciany in _— of 
4 


» Theſe Exerciſes were inſti- 
tuted by Aerciiles, and re- 
vived by Tphitus, A. M. 
3174 , and from this year 
1: Olympiads or Circle of 
4 years are nuthred. 


Tupit er 
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Fupiter Olympius , and falls in with the 
XXXIV or XXXV year of the Reign of 
Uzziah King of Fadab, contains one thou- 
fand five hundred and eighteen years, that 
ts from the year of the World 1656, to 
the year of the Warld..3174. ' And this is 
call'd byYarre, and-aot without juſt cauſe, 
the Mythick, or fabulous interval, becauſe 
to it belong almoſt all the Arguments or 
Subjects of the Poetick Fables. For al- 
though: there are ſome relations Extant in 
the Greek Poems and Hiitorians, which 
are a little more ancient than the firſt Olym- 
piad, ſuch as the Trojan War , the Expeds- 
rion of the Argonants,, the Hiſtories of Per- 
ſens, Oedipus, Hercules, Theſeus and ſome 0- 
thers, which for the moſt part are compre- 
hended by Ovid in his Chronicle; yet in truth, 
as Africanss ſaith, all is full of Confuſion, 
and diſagreement, and wants the diſtinCti- 
on of years, nor is there any thing worth 
the taking notice of ," in all the Grecian 
Monuments, which happencd in all that 
long ' interval ,. which paſſed betwixt the 
Trojan War , and the firlt Olympiad con- 
fiſting of CCCC years,andmuch leſs is there 
any thing before the Trojan War worthy of 
Regard. Hence 7uſtin Martyr in his Ora- 
tion to the Grecians thus befpeaks them, 
Tou ought to know that nothing is Exadtly writ- 
gen by the Grecians before the firſt Olympiad, 
and Euſebius in his de preparatione Evan- 
ygelii, Chapter the 10th, r:[ the Olympiads, 
there is nothing of any certainty written by 

| the 
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the Grecians , but every thing is confuſed, nor 
before that time do they at all agree _—_ 
themſelves. Yet nevertheleſs, we Chriſti- 
ans have a certain Hiſtory of all this Fa- 
bulous interval, and (in what relates to the 
Church) large enough, and very clear,writ- 
ten by Moſes and the Prophets, thoſe Pen- 
men of ithe Holy Ghoſt, wherein many 
things are intermixt , concerning the Em- 
Pires and Kingdoms of the Nations, and 
their Actions, by the Veracity of which 
thoſe Accounts we met with in Prophane 
_ fabulous Writers are to be Exami- 
ned, 

4. To goon, the third Interval, (which 
Varro and Cenſorinus Will allow to be the 
onely, ſole, Hiſtorical Period.) from the 
firſt Olympiad, to the times of Cenſorinns, 
(who writ about the year of our Lord 240, 
from the building of Rome 991, as he ſaith 
himſelf, Chap. XXI,) comprehends above 
1040, to which belongs the whole Series 
of ancient Prophane Story, which we have 
now Extant perfect , and diſtinguiſhed by 
any certain Notation of times. 
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SECT. Ill 


Fhe Series and Succeſſion of the great Empires 
faid ro be fatal, it 3s proved there were E- 
menently four ;, that of rhe Medes and Per- 
ſians afſerred to be but one Empire. Every 
one of rhem foretold by the Prophets ;, the 
Appellation Great Monarchies cavilled ar 
i vain, by Bodinus, the Roman the big geff 
Emprre. 


. F Ow fince the 4 Great Monarchies or 
Empires, which (as much as may be 
known,) are the Greateſt, and Succeſlively 
followed each other, that ever were a- 
mongſt men, do all fall in that period of 
times ,, which contains the Mythick and 
CO intervals, _ in NT _ 
ergned over the greateſt part of the Earth, 
and under which the far greateſt part of 
what is contain'd in Hiſtory was tranſacted. 
May I propofe the Order and Succeffion of 
theſegrext Empires ? «/Emilins Sura an un- 
known perſon to me ſhall doe it for me, 
who is by Yellejus Paterculus, Lib. 1.6. 6. 
thus repreſented, The Aſyrians (ſaith he,) 
Tere the firſt of all Nawions who attained a 
general Empire , then the Medes, and ther 
the Perſians, and then the Macedonians ;, af- 
rer which Philippus and Antiochus, 2 Kings 
deſcended from the Macedonians, not long af- 
ter the Rutne of Carthage, being Conquered, 
the orcat Empire or Monarchy, was tranſ- 


ferr'd 
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ferr'd to the People of Rome. This ver 
Succeſſion of the 4 Movarchies, ſeems a 

{erted by Arrianus Nicomedenſts, to be by 

a fatal decree diſpoſed in this Order ; the 

Empire of Aſia was (faith he,) to be takgn Lib. 2. de 
from the Perſians by the Macedonians , aa Exp. Alex. 
the Perſians had before Raviſhed it from the 
Medes, and the Medes from the Aſlyrians, 
and the ſame order is obſerved by Claudian 
the P cet, 


— ———— Sic Medns ademit De Laud. 
Aſſyrio, Medique tulit maderamina Perſes , S*IE-b 3+ 
Subjecit Perſen Macedo ceſſurus & ipſe 
Romanis, Hes Auguriis firmata Sibyle. 


So the Mede plutt from off his Ancient. 
Throne 
The? Afjrian Prince at firſt, but left his own 
_ laſt to the fierce Perſian, whoſe hard, 
ate 

It was to. leave a Greciay Prince bis State. 
Proud Greece yields too to the. lrabch Swords: 
Which changes verifi'd S:byllzs Words. 


Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus alſo in his proem of 
the Reman Antiquitics ,. obſerves. the very 
ſelf ſame Succeſhqn of the great Empires, 
where he compares them one with another, 
and does prefer the Roman Empire as very 
much above them all. 

2. But here bythe. way , let us. obſerve, 
that, though eAfmilius Snra, Arrianus, Dir 
onyſius Halicarnaſſaus, and very many other, 
| Authours 
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Aiitkours of Antiquity, do reckon the Emi- 

Pire of the Aedes for one of the Monar- 

chies diſtinft from the reſt ; yet we are 

| taught by the Scriptures , that the Em- 
' * \ plre of the Medes and Perſians was but one : 
Eſpecially when they had taken the Empire 

from the Aſſrians. And therefore there 

was but four 1Iluſtrious and very great Mo- 
narchies, which are commonly obſerved to 

have been the irreconcilable Enemies of 

the Ancient Church, which were repreſen- 

ted to Daniel the Prophet, in a Viſion by 

four Beaſts; to Zechary, by 4 Chariots, and 

to Nabuchodonoſor, by a vaſt Image made 

up of four ſeveral. forts of Materials, as 

the Holy Scriptures teſtifie : for ſo the an- 

cient Fathers, and moſt of the later In- 
terpreters underſtand thoſe Prophecies. 
Omitting then the Modern Expolitours, 

three of the more ancient will be fufficient 

to prove, that heretofore for many Apes, 

it has been a received opinion, that the 

four great Monarchies were defighed by the 

ſaid three Viſions. Firſt, Iſidorus Peluſis- 

ta, lib. 1. Ep, 218, above twelve Hundred 

years fince, interpreted the Viſion of the 

4 Beaſts thus. 7hat Divine Perſon Daniel 

in the famous and celcbrated Sar compared 

the ſeveral K ingdoms of the A yrians, Medes 

and Macedonians , as tonſift ing of the ſame 
ſort of men, and each of rhem' of a diſtin 
Nation , to 4 ſeveral Beaſt', that is one of 
them to a Bear, another to a Lioneſs, ano-' 
ther 10 « Libaxd: But the 4th Viſion, that 
' #5 
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is the terrible Beaſt, (which brought with it 
a vaſt Amazement,) having Iron Teeth, and 
being arm'd with Nails of Braſs, devouring, 
grinding , and trampling under foot, not re- 
ſembling any Animal, d14 perſpicuouſly repre- 
ſent the Roman Empire, as being campatt or 
made up of all the Nations and [Tribes , and 
in its ſelf furniſhed with all ſtrength and Glo- 
ry : Nor did the Propher think at fit to ex- 
preſs that Principality by cue Name , which 
was to extend the Yoke of its power to all, 
and at the time of our Lord®s Incarnation, 
was Arrived at an infinzte Empire. Thus 
far the Peluſiot of the four Beaſts ; and Sr. 
Hierome Who was a little more ancient 
than the Peluſiot applies the- Viſion of 
Zechary's four Chariots to the ſame pur- 
poſe, 1n the firſt Chariot ſaith hewere Red Hor- 
ſes, Sanguinary and Bloudy, and terrible as 
Babylonian Cruelty, in the ſecond Chariot were 
Black, Horſes, repreſenting the Empire of the 
Medes and Perſians; un the third. Chariot 
were White Horſes, Theſe were the Mace- 
donians, under a King of which Race the 
Viftory of the Maccabees, of whom we reade, 
was ;, inthe fourth Chariot were Horſes of di- 
vers Colours, of great ſtrength ; for we know 
that of the Romany Kings , ſome were merci. 
Full ta the Fews, as Cajus Czſar, Auguſtus 
and Claudian, others were Perſetutours and 
terrible, as Caligula , Nero and Veſpatian. 
Thus far St. Hierome of Zechary's Chari- 
pts. To Conclude, the ſtupendious Coloſs 
1n the very Explication of Damnel, which 
appeared 
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appeared to Nabuchods: ofor, Tignifies the 
IV Kingdoms. Bur the Bleſſed Sulpirins 
docs Elegantly unfold and apply it, and af- 
firms that the IV Monarchies we have 
mentioned, were foretold by it. According 
ro the Interpretation of the Prophet , (ſaith 
he) lib. 2. The Image which was ſeen car- 
7485 the fionre of the World, the Head of Gold 
was the Empire of the Chaideans, for we have 
been informed that was the firſt and Richeſt ; 
the Breaſt and Armes of Silver foretold the ſe- 
cond Kingdom, for Cyrus Conquering the 
Chaldeans and Medes, transferr'd the Ev 
pre to the Perſians; in the Belly of Braſs was 
the third portended , and we ſee the prediiti- 
on fulfill d ;, for Alexander the Great ſnatch- 
ing the Empire from the Perſians, brought »t 
over to the Macedonians ; by the Thighs and 
_ b, Tron the fourth, that is the Roman 5s 
underftood , which was ſtronger than any of 
the Menarchies that went before it, but the 
Feet part Iron and part of Potter*s-Clay, fore- 
cell that this Kingdom ſhall be divided, ſo as 
they ſhall never Unite , which is alſo come to 
paſs. - 
3. We have expreſt this ſomewhat too 
much at Jarges which yet we could not de- 
cline the fallacy of Yobn Bodinas a very 
Learned many having Extorted it from us, 
who in his Book de Method, _ 70. Af- 
firms that the famons diviſion of the King- 
doms of the old World into IV Monat- 
Cchies, was built upon the Modern Authort- 
fy, and infipid Conceit of ſome late Wri- 
TErcs 
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ters. But from what bas been ſaid, it 
clearly appears to us on the contrary, that 
theſe IV great _ were anciently ob- 
ſerved and deſigned ; of which two flouriſh- 
ed ſucceſlively in Aſia, and are therefore 
calPd the Aſaatick, and for the ſame reaſon 
the twoothers are cal'd the European,which 
ſucceeded in Exrope. Vellejus alſo, in the 
place 1 have cited above , ſeems to me to 
prove and confirm both theſe Names , and 
ſeveral Succeſſions of the great Empires , 


in the following times ({aith he,) the Fmpire |, ;, 


of Afia was tranſlated from the Aſſyrians, 
who bad held it a thouſand and ſeven bundrd 
years, to the Adedes ; but the truth 1s, it is 
not worth our while to contcnd any lon- 
ger , about either the Names or the diſ- 
tinctions of the Afonarchies. In ſhort then 
I fay that it is moſt certainly true, and in- 
conteſtably known to all Antiquity , that 
the Aſſyrians and Chaldeaxs firſt, and after 
them the Adedes and Perſians, did hereto- 
fore Rule over ſo great a part of Afia, 
that they might well be call'd the Supreme 
Monarchs of the World (as it was then 
peopled,) and the ſame may be ſaid of 
the Grecrans in their times, and much more 
of the Romans, by whom if not the grea- 
teſt, yet certainly the beſt part, not one- 
ly of Aſie, but alſo of Exrope and Afics, 
was Conquered, as Hiſtories inform us, 
which made Polybius thus expreſs himſelf, 
Tie Romans having forced not onely ſome con- 
fider able parts, but almoſt the whole inhabnted 
World, 


3lT 
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World, to ſubmit to their Authority, and Em- 
pire have raiſed their greatneſs to ſuch a pro- 
digious height , that the preſent Age may wve- 
ry rationally Extoll their happineſs, but no ſuc- 
ceeding Ages will ever be able to excell them. 


—@ 


HO Wo # 


| The Riſe and duration of the Aſſyrio- Chal- 


dean Empire, and alſo of the Medio-Per- 
ſian, then of the Grecian , and laſtly the 
beginning of the Roman Empire before Ju- 
lius Czſar , how many years betwixt that 
and the times of Charles the Great, an1 
from thence to Charles the fifth. 


Ut to go on, that firſt 4ſſyrio-Chaldearn 
Empire, (for ſoI am inclin'd to call 

it,) was begun by Nimrod, (who is by ſome 
others calÞd Belas,) in the year of the world 
1717 or there abouts ; It continued a very 
long time, that 1s, almoſt one thouſand 
and ſeven huncered years, for this Empire 
laſted almoſt the whole time of Cenſorinu 
his ſecond interyal, and after that too it 
Tan out into the third (the Hiftorick)) inter- 
val 238 years. It 1s true as the Learned 


Can. IJa- Scaliger has obſerved, it was not always in 
£0. lib. 3. the ſame State of power and greatneſs, 


P- 315. 


but at times was broken and diminiſhed. 
For in the beginning it was of a vaſt Extent, 
but afterwards the Nations that were ſub- 

. ject 
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jet to it, made defeCtions till it was torn 
into ſeveral ſhreds or parcels, the Kings of 
Aſſria giving up themſelves to Luxury , 
and thinking of nothing lefs than Arms and 
the prefervation of their Kingdom ; but 
notwithſtanding, from the firſt Foundation 
of ir to the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, 
when it was transferred to' the Medes and 
Perſians, there paſſed almoſt 1700 years. 
For thongh F«ſtinus, and Georgins /Aona- 
chus affirm, the Aſſyrians were Maſters of 
the World, bnt one thouſand and three 
hundred years, the latter 1060 years, and 
Diodorus Siculus 14c0 years. Yet I ſup- 
poſe they are to be underſtood of the time 
1u which the Poſterity of Nimrod or Ninus 
Reigned, who laid the Foundations of that 
Empire A. AM. 1717, and particularly of 
Sardanapalus, (who according to Yellegws, ) 
was the laſt that Reigned of XXXI1II de- 
icents, in which till then the Son had ſuc- 
ceeded his Father. But Phul Belochus and 
his Poſterity firſt, and then Merodach Bale- 
dan and his Progeny, followed the Family 
of Ninus, and kept up that Monarchy in 
the Aſſyrian Nation to Baltazar , who was 
the laſt of their Kings, and periſhed when 
Babylon was taken by Cyrus, for ſo Funccins, 
Reinerus Reineccins , Viginerins and Others 
do ſeem to colleCt out of Scripture. But 
Joſephus Scaliger, Dionyſ. Pctavins, Faco. Ca- . 
pellus and others contend againſt this and 
endeavour to prove out of Beroſus , Me- 
- gaſthenes and Ptolemy, that the Death of 
; 8 *, Baltazar 


oS 
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Baltazar by the treachery of his own Ser- 
vants, whom he had enraged againſt him 
by his ill Nature, happencd about ſeyen- 
teen years before the taking of Babylon by 
Cyrus. So he being ſlain in the 55th Olym- 
Piad ,, one Nabonidus by Nation a Meat, 
(call'd by Damel Darius the Mede, by the 
common conſent of the Conſpiratours ſuc- 
ceeded him, and he by the chance of War, 
being overcome by Cyrus King of Perſia, 
in the XVII year of his Reign and Babylon 
taken, had his Life and the Government 
of Carmania given him, and ſo the Empire 
was tranſlated to the Perſians, in the ſe- 
cond year of the 60 Olympiad and A. A. 
3412. 

2. It is not therefore difficult from what 
has been ſaid, to ſhew that the Aſſyrio-Chal- 
dean Monarchy from its firſt Riſe to that 
period we, have given it, laſted almoſt 1700 
years, Which may alſo be confirm'd by 
what Caliſthenes the Scholar of Ariſtotle is 
ſaid to have related, for he following Alex- 
ander the Great in his Aſiarick, Expedition, 
- upon the requeſt of his Maſter afcer Baby- 

lon was taken, diligently enquired of thoſe 
who were £kilfull in the Babylonsſh Antiqui- 
tes, concerning their Aſtronomical Obler- 
vations, the ſuccefſions of the Kings of 
that moſt ancient Aonarchy, and of the 
Number of their years, and what ever 
Chaldean Antiquities, or Aſlronomical Ob- 
fervations he could ger, he ſent them into 
Greece , Which Simplicizs ſomewhere avers 
contained 1903 years. 3. The 
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3. The Second Empire catld the edio-: 


Perſick, is ſaid to haye laſted from the tak- 
ing of Babylon by Cyrus, to the taking the 
ſame City by Alexander. the Macedonian, 
(Darius Codomanus the tenth and laſt King 
of the Perſians, being Conquered) not a- 
bove 210 years, for Alexander entered Ba- 
bylon in the III year of the 112 Olympiad. 
A. M. 3620. 

4- The third Monarchy calI'd the Grecian, 
and begun by Alexander the Great after the 
Conqueſt of Darizs, is thought to have 
laſted to Perſexs, the Son of Philip the Se- 
cond King of Macedonia, who was over- 
come by Paulus e/Emilixs, and his Kingdom 
reduced into a Romar Province, which ſpace 
of time comprehends ſomewhat more than 
two hundred and fixty years, for Perſeus 


was overcome, taken and led in Triumph, 


to Rome by P. e/Emilins, in the year of 
the Building of Rome 586, A. 21. 3782. 
and about that time it was that the Romun 
Empire attained that ſo much admired 
Greatneſs, which Polybius hath fo much ex- 
toll'd in the former Section, which yer af- 
terwards encreaſed, but from this time was 
elteem'd the IV. Afonarchby ; for to this 
time that eAmilius Sura, (whom we have Ci- 
ted from Paterculss,) in plain words refers 
the beginning of its Empire ; Two Kings, 
Perſeus and Antiochus, being overcome, the 
Empire of the World, (ſaith ar Was trans 


ſlated to the Romans, Which Polybius alſo a- ;;;, 
vers almoſt tn the ſame words, the Romans ang 150: 
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having Conquered the Kingdom of Macedonia, 
brongbt the World under their Dominion, yea 
as the ſame Polybius acquaints us the Nati- 
ons ſubmitted*in great Numbers to them, 
and made them the Arbitratours of Peace 
Lib. 2.c.7. and War betwixt themſelves , which Florus 
alſo confirms, for from henceforth (faith he) 
the Kings of the World and the Cavtams , 
People, and Nations, ſought Proteftion from 
Lib.3-p.150 this City I And again Polybius. Now ut Was 
confeſs'd by all , neceſſity extorting from them 
this Declaration, that the Romans muſt for 
the future be cebryed, and their (ommands ſub- 
mitted to. To conclude, Damel the Pro- 
phet States here the beginning of the IVth 
Monarchy, if the Learned Afelanithon 
thinks right, whoſe words are theſe , when 
Chron. 1. 3, Daniel names, and depaints , the IV: Mo- 
p. 145. © narchy, he does not begin it onely from Julius 
Czſar and Auguſtus, but includes the time 
in which the City of. Rome was poſſeſs'd of the 
Empire of the World , even before their Civil 
Wars began. Ard therefore if from hence 
we compute the time of its duration, there 
is to the time of 7ulius Ceſar 118 years , 
from thence to Conſtantine the Great 356 
years, from thence to Augnſtulms, who was 
forced by Odacrw King of the Herwli to 
reſign the Empire, are above 170 years, 
and from thence to Charles the Great 325 
years; ſo that from the Conquelt of Mace- 
donia to Charles the Great are 978 years, ; 
and from thence to Charles the V*® are 
720 years, ſo that from the Oyerthrow of 
Perſems, 
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Perſeus, to the Reign of Charles the Vth, | 
there is in all 1688 years. 


TO, : —— 


S.E CI V. 


Why theſe four were cal*d by way of Eminence 
the Monarchies. | 


Am not Iznorant that many other Dy- 
naſties, Kingdoms, Empires and Com- 


 monwealths , here and there flouriſhed in 


the World, during the times of the three 
firſt Monarchres, but eſpecially in the Ages 
of the firſt and ſecond , as for Example 
that of the Egyptians, Cicyonians, Spartans 
and e/Ethiopians and others, frequent men- 
tion of which is made in ancjent Hiſtorians, 
and we reade that ſome of them had ſome 
times vaſt Dominions, as Seſoftris King of 


Egype. | 


Venit ad occaſum mundique extrema Seſoſtris Luca. to. 


Et Pharios currus Reoum cervicibus egit. 


Who ſaw the Weſtern Shoars, the bound of 
things 

And drove his Char'ots o'er the Necks of 
Kings. 


As Lucan ſings, and 7uftin faith Vexors 
King of Eygypr, extended his Empire to 
Pontrs ;, Straho ſaith too that Tearchon the 
D 3 eErhie 
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e/fthiopian led an Army into Exrope ; and 
Pliny writes that the e/ftbiopians were great 
and powerfull, to the times of the Trojan 
Wars, and the Reign of Memnon, yet that 
the ſaid IV Monarchies did much excell all 
theſe, is too well known to need any proof, 
for it is to be obſeryed, that we do not call 
theſe the IV great Monarchies , as if they 
included all other Regions and Nations, 
but becauſe they were Maſters of a great 
part of the World, and had fo much power, 
that they could eafily Curb and give Laws 
fo all other Princes, for therefore did God 
Ereft Monarchies in the World , that men 
might be Governed, by Laws, Juſtice, and 4 
good Diſcipline, as Melanihon obſerves. 


—_— —— 


SECT. VI. 


How the reading of Hiſtory is ta be beoun, 
' good Epitomes not ro be Condemn?d. Sy- 
nopſis of Hiſtories, Chronologers, ſome 0- 
ther Compendiums commended by Name. 
What Authours are principally to be conſul- 
red a4 to Univerſal Hiſtory. Rawleigh one 
of the beſt, but the Hiſtory of the Bible 
the moſt ancient , and ” $- all to be 


read 


f Herefore if any man deſires to run 
| - over with advantage the Hiſtory 
OT tl 


ſe Monarchies or Empires, and in 
OE | them 


d 


7 


or OL. neon Mie. a 1 


at firſt togo, ſol would by all means = 


of Reading Hiſtories. 


them the Hiſtory of the World ; I would 
adviſe him to begin with ſome ſhort Com- 
pendium , Chronology , or Synopſis , be- 
fore he enter that valt Ocean , becauſe he 
may by that means learn at once the ſeries 
of times and Ages, the Succeſlions of Em- 
pires, and the greateſt changes which have 
happened amongſt Mankind , and ſo he 
may if he pleaſe, draw in his mind an Ex- 
emplar or Idea of the whole body of the 
Univerſal Hiſtory, which he may contem- 
plate with eaſe as it were at once, and this 
roo was the advice of Lodovicus Vivs. At 
firſt (faith he,) choice i to. be made of ſome 
Authour who begins with the remoteſt times, 
and brings down from thence, the chiefeſt heads 
of Hiſtory in a conſtant thred td or near our 
rimes, for although in truth it cannot be 
denied that Compendiums have ſome times 
done much miſchief in the World ,, and 
proved the ruine of ſome of the beſt anci- 
ent Authours, yet we will not therefore de- 
ſpiſe thoſe Epiromes which are made with 
reaſonable Abreviations, if they render the 
way to an improvement plain and eaſe. 
For as Infants being led by the hand learn 


ſwade young men to begin the Study of Hi- 
ſtory with Epitomes and ſhort Hiſtories, 
till the Foundations being well laid; . in 
proceſs of time they may approach, and 
try the very Fountains with good advan- 
tage. It will be therefore uſefull to begin 
with Beurerus his Synopſes, .Or Sleidan's Com 

D 4 pendium 
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Franken. b. 
Lib. I, Tajt. 


Beurerus, 


Sieidanas. 
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].Capellus. 


11 11th | | Pcetavius. 
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pendium of the IV great Afonarchies , which 


.1s written (as Reineccins expreſieth himſelf 


concerning it) in an Elegant, Polite, manly 
Style, and which may well be thought to 
be of the number of thoſe Books, which 
are attended with a long Liv'd Genjws; or, 
if he pleaſe, Melanfhborn*s Chronicle which 
(as one Stephanw tells us,) whoever has not 
taſted muſt be a mere Block, it being the moſi 
Learned and Elegant Epitome of the Hiſtory 
of almoſt the whole World. There arc other 
Books of equal worth which may as juſtly 
be recommended to the Reader. As fir!t, 
Reinerws, Reineccims his Syntagma of. thoſe 
Families, which in the Monarchies have 
had the Government. A Izborious, exqui- 
fire work, by which the Reader being fed 


_ as it were by the hand into the pleaſant 


Fields of Hiſtory, ſhall periorm his Jour- 
ney with much the greater Eaſe, Pleaſure 
and Fappineſs. I think alſo that Facobus 
Capellus , his Sacred and Exotich. Hiſtory ,, 
adapted with great diligence tothe order 
of times, (he being a man of much Lear- 
ning,) is by no means to be deprived of its 
deſerved Commendation, it being worthy 
to be read ſeriouſly in the very frſi begin- 
ning of the Study of Hiſtory , and which 
I wiſh he had brought down to our times, 
for it ends with the Birth of Auguſtus, AV. 
C. 696. But Dionyſivs Petavins a Jeſuit, 
has lately writ an excellent piece of the 
ſame Nature, which he hath ſtyl'd Tempo- 
rum Rationarium, 11 which the Sacred and 
| Prophane 
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Prophane Hiſtory of all times, from the 
Creation of the World , to the year of 

Chriſt 1632, is ſhortly brought down, and 
confirm*d with Chronological Proofs. A- 

mongſt the more famous Chronolegers , it 

the Reader deſires to perfect himſelf in 
Chronology , (which will be of Vaſt Ad- 
vantage to him,) beſides Capellus and 
Petavins, both which I rank in that order, ; 
he may reade Fanccins, Buntingus, Helvicus —_— 
or Sethus Calvitins, whoin a late Edition juunion 
of his Chronology, has made uſe of ſo great calyitius. 
an induſtry that he has not omitted any 

thing, by which the true time of Hiſtories 

way be exquiſitely known. But then if af- 

ter theſe Chronologers, he is pleaſed to 

dwell a little longer on the Unwerſal Hiſto- 

ry, and to enlarge his proſpect, 7USTI1M Juſtious. 
may be read, who 1s thought to have flou- 

riihed under the Antonines, about the year 

of Chriſt 140. Mor # there any one amongſt Voſs. de 
the Latins, who has more Politely and Ele- Hiſt. art. 
gantly contratied the Hiſtory of ſo many Em- © © + 
pires; for he Comprebends the Atltions of al- 

moſt all Nations , from Ninus to Auguſtus. 

Then may Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, and 

Polybius follow, of all which we ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak more hereafter, and af- 

ter theſe ſome of the Modern Writers may 

be read, amongſt which , Sir Walter Raw- Sir walter 
zeioh our Countrey-men deſerves the firſt Rawleigh. 
place, a man of great Fame, and for his 

great both Valour and prudence worthy of 

a better Fate. He has built up an Univer- 

{al 
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ſal Hiſtory , from the Creation of the 
World to the fall of the Jacedonian, or 
Jt Monirchy out of the moſt approved 
Authours, which is written in Engliſh, 
with very great Judgment , in a perſpicu- 
ous method, and an Elegant and Maſculine 
ſtyle, and the incomparable Gerardus Foan- 
nes Voſſius, ſome years ſince began an Uni- 
verſal Hiſtory, of all the foregoing Ages 
and Nations, 1 heartily wiſh (my Hearers,) 
that I may once ſee that Noble work and 
1njoy it with you! for what can beexpected 
from ſo great a Treaſure of Antiquity and 
Hiſtory, but what is moſt Excellent, and, 
aboye the reach of the Wits , not onely 
of this, but of many of the better Ages ? 
But however, let the Hiſtory of the Bible 
lead the way, which is inconteſtably not 
onely the moſt ancient, but the trueſt of all 
Hiſtories, and to this cends the grave re- 
prehenfion of Carolus Sigonins , of the 


' common way of inſtituting or entering 


upon the Study of Antiquity. 1» laying 
the Foundations of the knowledge of Ancient 
times and things, as alſo in the beginning of 
almoſt all other Studies, I know not how we 
are Carried away with the inpetuous torrent 
of an ill Cuſtome, and generally commit a vt- 
ry great Errour , by beginning with thoſe Mo- 
numents . in which the Acute Grecians who 
were torally ignorant of the truth , have com- 
prebended their Traditions of the falſe Gods, 
and the filtitions Atlions of their feigned He- 


roes, which we can neither make any good pe 
| of, 
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of, nor improve our ſelves thereby in the leaſt 
in Piety ;, when, if there were any Senſe that 
I may not ſay prudence in us, we ought rather 
to begin with what is contain d in the Holy 
writings of the Hebrews, for if we ſearch for 
the Origine of things, we can begin no higher 
than the Creation of the World, and the for- 
mation of man, which us there treated of , if 
we ſeek Truth, there 1s no where ſo much of 
it 4s here, where it ts proclaimed by the mouth 
of the Living God , if we ſeek, grave things, 
what is more magnificent than theſe illuſtrious 
Monnments, in which the Holy Commands of 
God, the ſaving Promiſes, the certain Oracles, 
and other helps to our Salvation are comprehen- 
ded ? from whence can we derive more Excel- 
lent Examples of Vertue, or ſharper deteſt ati- 
ons of Vices, or Aftions worthy of memory, 
than from theſe Monuments of the Hebrews? 
in which onely it ts apparently diſcoyered, bow 


much mankind has been relieved by the power- __ 


full and preſent Aſſiſtence of God Almighty, 
in the Exerciſe of true Religion, or in the neg- 
left of it, have been troden down and ruin'd 

bu Anger. 
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SECT. VII. 


From whence the Hiſtory of the Aſſyrio-Chal- | 
dean Monarchy is to be fetched. Of Be- 
roſus, Cteſias and Megaſthenes, and * 
their ſuppoſutitions Writings, in the defett 
of theſe we muſt have recourſe to Joſephus. 
The great loſs in Diodorus Siculus , to be 

> ſupplied from elſewhere , eſpecially out of 
Jolephus and the prophetick, Hiſtory. Dio- 
gines Lacrtius commended, 


Bu now if you are pleaſed to deſcend 
to the ſeveral Empires, and to proſe- 
cute the Hiſtories of them by parts, and in 

_ , their Order, we have Beroſus, Creſias, and 
RE Megaſthenes, who give. an account of the 
years lf Affairs of the Aſſyrio-Chaldean Monarchy: 
Chriſt. Butdid [ſay we have them? No, (which 
Creſias js a yery great affliction to the Hiſtort- 


We have alſo ſome ſhreds of AMegaſ- 
thenes too, and ſome Adulterated Rhap- 
ſodies , impoſed upon the World by the 

Crefias, Piterbian Monk, a deceitfull Merchant , to 

Scaliger de Which little Credit is to be given in the O- 

Em. Temp. Pinion of very Learned men, for as to Cre- 

notis., f5as, this is the opinion of Foſephus Scalsger, 

a very great Philoſopher. He s (ſaith he) 

4 
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« ſilly Greek, and ſo he may but contraditt 
Herodotus, he cares not what he ſays 7, he has 
committed many Errours through Humane 
Frailty , many wilfully out of Envy, and this 
appears clearly in Photius his Parletina. 
Creſias flouriſhed in the times of Cyrus Fu- Strabo. þ. 
nior , and being taken by Artaxerxes In a + 
Battel , he was afterwards his Phyſician. 

And Strabo diſputes the fidelity of the very Lb. 2. 
genvine Hiſtory of Megafthenes , which he 

often cites, how much more reaſonably 

then may Learned men queſtion the truth 

of that fictitious piece which is ignorantly 

call'd by his Name, but it is really the wor 

of Anmanas ? He lived under Selexcus Ni- 

canor, as we are told by Clemens Alexan- Strom. L.1. 
drinus , and that Impoſtor Anniarn. And 

moſt of the Learned ſuppoſe that the Bero- 

ſus which goes abroad in the World is of 

the ſame Stamp. Will you pleaſe to hear 

what Lodovicus Vivis thinks of him, There De Tra- 
is a ſmall Book which is ſtild Beroſs Baby- _p diſe. 
lonii Antiquitates, the Antiquities of Bexoſus * 5 
the Babylonian, but it 5s a figment chat plea- 

ſes unlearned idle men very much, and of 

the ſame ſort are Xenophon's Xquivocay 

and the fragments of Archilochus , Cato, 
Sempronius , 4,4 Fabius Pittor, which are 

patched together in the ſame Book, by Annia- 

nus Viterbienſis , and by bis Additions ren- 

dered too, much the more ridiculous ;, not but 

that there are in it ſome things that are true, 
for otherwiſe, the thing could never bave look'd 
abroad , but yet the Tody of that Hiſtory is 
fifFitions, 
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pAitious, and none of bis whoſe Name it bears, 


Diodorus thus far the Learned Vivss, and therefore 
he and other Learned men, ſend us to Fo- ; 


ſepbus, Juſtin the Epitomizer of Trogus, | 
and Diodorus Siculus his Antiquities , and | 
well we might be turn'd over to him, if he 
were intirely Extant, which ſome of the 
Ancients call'd ſimply the LIBRAR Y; 
and others the Libraries, And Diodorus 
acquaints us himſelf in the Preface to his 
Hiſtory, what account he had given of an» 
cient times, his words are theſe ; Our firſt 
fox Books give an account of what happened 
before the Trojan War, and what is ſet forth 
Concerning theſe Ages in Fables, of which the 
three firſt contain the Barbarous Story , and 
the three latter the Grecian, and in the eleven 
following Books, we deliver the Hiſtory of what 
paſſed throughout the World, to the Death of 
Alexander the Great. Thus far the Sici- 
lian. But, alas, the five Books which follow 
his fifch Book, (which he ftiles 8iC:ay rnorwr 
nx, the Book of Ifles, becauſe in it he 
treats of the Iſlands.) are to the deplorable 
injury of ancient Hiſtory, periſhed. - For 
in them was contain'd all the Oriental An- 
tiquities, which might have afforded much 
light to the Old Teſtament, as the Learned 
Foſephus Scaliger obſerves. We ſhould think 
this great Loſs the leſs if Theopompus, Ex- 
phorus, Callithenes Timens, and the reſt 
from whom Diodorus had with incredible 
induſtry compiled thoſe five Books, were 
ſtill Extant. Concerning which you may 
Conſult 
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Hiſtory, in which onely are all thoſe things 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
Conſult Yoſſins his piece of the Greek, Hi- | 


ftorians, We cannot deny but: ſome have 


blamed the Sicilian for thoſe five Books 
that are Extant, which we have recom- 
mended as firſt to be read , and amongſt 
them Lodovicus Vives, who admires how 
Pliny could ſay that Diodorus was the firlt 
of the Grecians, who left off Trifling, when 


(faith beg) there is nothing more Idle. But L5. 5. de 
we reply , that Learned Cenſor did not _ _ 
well conſider that Diodorus himſelf owns, 7" ** 


. . « ? Cau). Corr. 
that the Hiſtory of thoſe times was mixt yy 


with many Fables, and delivered very va- 
rioully by the Ancients, but he was content 
to relate what ſeem'd moſt agreeable to 
Truth, and yet at laſt he did not deſire 
they ſhould be taken for ſolid Truths, but 
that he thought it was better to have the 
beſt knowledge we could of thoſe Ancient 
times, than to be altogether ignorant of 
them; as Gerardus Fob. Voſſins, a man of 
a peircing judgment has well obſerved, in 
his ſecond Book of the Greek Hiſtorians, 
chap. the ſecond : In the defect therefore 
of thoſe Authours we have mentioned, and 
to repair as well as we may the loſs ſuſtain'd 
in the former Books of the S:c/ian, helps 
are to be fetched in from Exſebivs his Chroni- 
con, Where we ſhall find many Antiquities 
pointed at, from Plutarch's Theſeus, Licurgus 
and Solon; from Pauſanins his deſcription 
of ancient Greece, from the firſt Book of 
Oroſins, and eſpecially from the Propherick, 


that 


He lrved 
A. Chr. 
140» 
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that happened after the Death of Serden«- 
palxs, which are of certain and undoubted 
Faith, to be found concerning the Afſyri- 
ans and Chaldeans, even to the begin- 
ning of the Medio-Perſian Empire , and 
a little farther, and no where elſe amongſt 
the Ancients, (if you except Foſephus his 
Antiquities ;,) is there any thing to be found 
concerning theſe times, and the Jewiſh 
State then) for he indeed there treats of 

their State too, from the times in which ' 
the Scriptures end, to the XIl[th, year of 
the Reign of Domitins Ceſar, and LVIFh, 
year of his own Life. But of Foſephus we 
ſhall diſcourſe more at large in his pro- 
per place, there may alſo be many things 
worth the taking notice of, obſerved in 
Diogenes Laertins his Lives of the Philoſo- 
phers , which will Embeliſh the Hiſtor 

of the firſt 3fonarchy. Eſpecially the Hi- 
ſtory of the laſt Century of it ; 1n which 
the VII wiſe men of Greece flouriſhed, and 
that famous man Pyrhagoras, and many 0- 
thers, whoſe Lives Laertis wrote. in that 
Golden Book, (as H. Stephen,) in that 
moſt uſefull Book , and more valuable than 
Gold, as the moſt Learned Yoſius doubts 


not to call it. 


of Reading Hiſtories. 


SECT. VItt. 
here Herodotus began his Hiſtory , ard 


where he Ended it ;, his Commendation, in 
that time he flouriſhed; the Riſe of the Se- 
cond Monarchy z the Contents of the ſeveral 
Books of Herodotus, why the Names of 
che IX Muſes were given them, from what 
Authours his Hiſtory may be inriched or il- 
luſtrated. 


Hams the Father of the Heather 
Hiſtory, begins where the Prophetick 
Hiſtory ends; which is owing to The Good- 
neſs and Providence of God , that as it 
were in the ſelf fame moment, where the 
Hiſtory of the Bible Concludes, Herodo- 
tus Halicarn:ſſenſis ſhould begin his. For 
when the Prophets in the Holy Scrip- 
tures had related what ſeemed more wor- 
thy of the care of the Holy Ghoſt, froin 
the beginning of the World to ( rus, Hes 
rodotus beginning with Gyges King of Ly- 
dia, Contemporary with Hezechaias and 
Manaſſa Kings of Fudah, about the year of 
the World 3238, about CL years before 
Cyrus his Reign in Perſia; immediately de- 
ſcends to CTRUS the Great Founder of 
the Medio-Perſian Empire, and ſo deduceth 
the Hiſtory of the Medes ad Perſians in a 
ſmooth Style, which flowes like a quiet and 


Pleaſant River (as Cicero in his Orator 


expreſſes it well,) to the time of the 
E wretched 


Herodotus: 


4 
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wretched flight, of Xerxes out of Greece. ' 
Which happened in the Second year of the 
LXXV Olympiad , in the year of the 
World 3471. in which time #Herodorns 
Bouriſhed, and lived to the beginning of 
the Pelopcnneſian War. Which Dionyſins 
his Countrey-man relates in thefe words. 
. Herodotus Halicarnaſſeus being born a title 
before the Perſian Expedition , tived till the 
ED IVzr. That is, from the 
firſt year of the LXX1V Olympiad, to the 
Second year of the LXXXVII Olympiad, 

(for ſo the Great Scaliger computes his 

Age,) making him to have Lived preciſely 

the ſpace of XIII Olympiads; that is, Ll 

years. For ſo long Lived the ſweeteſt Mule 

of Jonica as he calls him, and then goes on 

Animad. in £8wS- He is the moſt ancient Writer in Proſe 
Euſ.Chron. Who 35 now Extant ;, the Treafury of the Gre- 
p-97- Clan and Barbarian Antiquities, an As- 
tbour never to be ont of the hands of the Lear-- 

ned, nor tobe rouched by the half Learned, the 
Pedagogues and the Apes of Learnmg. Bur 
however , Herodetzs might live fotnewhat 

Jonger , yet it is ſure he brought not his 

Hiſtory beyond the times of Xerxes. He 

has contained in Nine Books , which he 'di- 
ſinguiſhed by the Names of the Nine Mn- 

ſes, a continued Hiſtory of CCXXX1Vyears. 

|: Will you haye the Contents of his ſeveral 
Clic. _ Books? I will give you them ſhortly. Ih -| 
his firſt Book, beſides whar he relates of - 
Gygoes, and the ſucceeding Kings 'of Lydi+ 

to Creſus ; of the ancient Foma; of 
5 manners 
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manners of the Perſians, Babylonians and 

ſome others ; he gives an Elegant account 

of the Birth of Cyrus the Authour of the 

Medio-Perſian Monarchy , and then of his 

Miraculous Preſeryation, of his Education 

and Aftions. In his Second Book, he de- Euterpe- 

ſcribes all Egypr to the Life; declares the 

Cuſtoms of the Egyprians, and Commemo- 

rates the Succeſſion of their Kings. In his Thalia. 

third Book, he weaves the Hiſtory of 

Cambyſes, and of Smerdis the Mage, which 

ſimulated Cyr#s, and ſoReigned VII Months, 

and Explicates the fraud , and the Diſco- 

very. Then he ſubjoyns the EleCftion of 

Darius Hiſt aſpss, and then enumerates the 

Provinces of the Perſian Empire, and gives 

an account of the taking of Babylon , by 

the faithfull induſtry of Zopirus, in the 

praiſes of whom he ends it. In his fourth woe. 

Book, he preſents us with an exaft Deſcrip- ne. 

tion of Scythia, to which he adds the un- 

fortunate Expedition of Darius againſt the 

Scythians , and there we reade the Hiſtory 

of the Mynians, and the City of Cyrne 

built by them in Lzbya, and the Deſcripti- 

on of the People of thoſe Countries. The 

fifch Book, contains the: Perſcan. Embaſly 

to Amyntas King of Macedonia, and alfo 

the juſt Puniſhment of S:/ammis an unjuſt 

Judge; the Sedition of Ariftagoras the 1s- 

lefian, and his end; and then he ſhews what 

was the State of the Cities of Athens, La- 

cedemonium and Corinth, inthe time of Da- 

rins Hiftaſpis. The _ Book, a "IO 
2 the 


Tcrplico- 


re. 
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the Ruine of the Seditious Hiſtiens z, and 
then ſhews the 1Origine of the Kings of 
Spartaz, and the preparations of War made, 
by Darzss againſt the Grecians , and the 
Fight at Marathon in which Aſiltiades 
bravely defeated the Perſians. The ſeventh 
contains a moſt excellent Conſultation , 
concerning the War with Greece held by 
Xerxes;, and then repreſents his famous Ex- 
pedition into Greece, and the Battel of 
Thermop'las. Thecighth deſcribes the Sea 
Fight at the land of Salamine, The niath 
beſides the puniſhment of one Lycidas , 
gives an account of two great Battels 
fought in one day, the one at Plateas in 
the dawn of the Morning, and the other, 
at Aycalen a Promontory of Aſia in the 
Evening ; in both which the Perſians. were 
beaten, andat laſt rotally Expel!'d out of 
Greece. And ia theſe Nine Books you will 
find , beſides the Hiſtory of the Medesand 
Perſians, the Hiſtories alſo of the Lydians, 
Fonians , Lycians, e/fgyptians, Mynians , 
Grecians and ZAacedomians, and of ſome . 
other Nations; their Manners and Religi- 
ons are alſo intermixt, and delivered with - 
that Purity , Elegance, and ſweetneſs of 
Style, that the Jxſes were by the Ancients 
feigned to have ſpoken by the mouth. of © 
Herodotus, and for this cauſe the Names - | 
of the Xſuſes were put before theſe Books, 
not- by the Authour , but by ſome othe 
perſons, as ſome think. But the Brain 


Voſſns ({bich I think fir to remark here,) 
, . IS 


- 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
is of another opinion , and ſays, that bs 
inſcribed the Names of the IX Muſes before 
his Books upon the ſame account, that the 
three Orations 'of Eſchines w:re calPd the 
Graces, with relation both to their Number and 
the Delicarentſs of the Langnage,' and the ſame 
Oratours IX Epiſtles were alſo call d by the 
Names of the Muſes, as Photius ſaith, Sect. 
LXI. But the ſame Learned man (Yoſſins) 
goes. on and aſſerts that it #5 app. rent, that 
the Books of Herodotus were not ſo call'd by 
way of Apology for the falſehoods contained in 
them, as Lodovicus Vivis thought, as if by 
theſe Names the Reader were in the very en- 
trance to be admoniſhed , that ſome things in 
them were related with too much Liberty to 
delight the mind, which is allowed the Muſes. 
For thongh Herodotus inſerts ſome Nay- 
ratives that are not much unlike Fables, 
yet the body of his Hiſtory is compil'd 
with a rare Fidelity , anda diligent care 
of Truth. Concerning ' his other Narra- 
tives, he for the moſt part premiſerh that 
he recites them not becauſe he thought 
them true, butas he had re- 
ceivd them from others, F 7 —_— wi me might 
4 y once ; ” 
eng Cath he) to unfold in he eve pl Yoher of 
my Hiſtory what I have heard ;, r,onch Was never yer 
from others, but there 3s not mad: Engliſh, 
the ſame neceſſity I ſhould be- | 
lieve all relations alike , which I deſire the 
Reader would once for all take notice of, and 
remember throughout my Fliſtory. And we 
may enlarge and coafirm 'the Hiſtory of 
E 3 theſe 
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theſe times of which Heredotw writ by 

Juſtin. Teading the 2, 3, and 7*h Books of 
Fuſtin, and by reading the Lives of thoſe 

famous Generals, Ariſtides, Themiſtocles , 

Cimon ,, Miltiades and Pauſanias, written 

C. Nepcs both by Plutarchand Cornelius Nepos ;, and 
* lately pat to theſe may be added the Lives of the 
7:1,” = Philoſophers of thoſe times, written by 
FD Laertins, viz. Anaximander , Zenon, Em- 

pedocles, Heraclitus, Democritus, and others 

_ of that Age. 


SECT, IX 


Of Thucydides, his Elogies , from whence, 
and how far be wk his Hiſtory, which 
be compil'd in VIII Books; the Arguments 
of thoſe Books briefly and diſtintily unfol- 
ded, and laſtly, is ſhewn what Authonrs 
beſides he, have written of the ſame Wars 


and T mes. 
yy Hucydides follows Herodotus , a cele- 
es Eng- brated Hiſtorian, in relation both to 


#1 his Eloquenceand Fidelity. He flouriſhed 
460 years before Chriſt, in the LXXXVI 
Olympiad, and becaule the Elogies Learned 
men have made for him, may perhaps ac- 
cend the Reader to a more | ſtudy 
of his Hiſtory, I ſhall not decline the re- 

De Orat. pony them here, 2. T. Cicero ſpeaks 
thus of hjm ; Jr my opinion Thucydides go” | 

cells 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
cells all others in the art of Speaking , he al- 
moſt equals the number of bis wards with the 
number of his Sentences ; his expreſſions are 
ſo fit and ſbort , that no. man can actermine 
whether he has moſt illuſtrated his Subjett by his 
Oratory, or his Oratory by his wiſe reflextons.. 


Fabius Quintilianus thus expreſſeth his De ;aftic, 
Eſteem of him. Thucydides 5s always 0rat. l. 10. 
(faith he) cloſe and ſhort , and ever preſent © 


10 his Buſmeſs. Herodotus ſweet, candid and 
diffus'd; T hucydides is the beſt repreſenter of / 
moved affeiions, Herodotus of calm; Herodo- 
rus is the beſt at a long, Thucydides at « ſhore 
Oration ;, this foreethe and that wins a man's 
conſent. Let us now hear the judgment of 
Modern Writers, and in the firſt place that 
of Fuſtus Lipfxs. Thucydices (faith he) 
writ an Hiſtory in mhich he relates neither 
many nor great affairs, and yet perbaps he has 
won the Garland from all thoſe who have re- 
preſented many and great occurrences; bis diſ- 
courſe is always cloſe and ſhort, bis Sentences 
axe frequent, and his Fudgment ſaund, giv- 
ing every where excellent but conceal'd Advice, 
adiretting thereby Mens Lives and Attions : 
bus Orations and Excurſions are almoſt Dj- 
vine,* the oftuer you reade him, the more you 
will gain by him, and: yet he will never diſ- 
miſs you Without 4 thirf ng bi 


of reading bimagain 
Iſaac Caſaubon ſpeaks thus. TincydiJes "a Prefatad 


4 great man, anda great Hiſtorian, who when polyd. 
he had for ſome 9. ok converſant with, and 
employed in great Tranſattions, retired to 
deſcribe them with his Pen, and gave Poſteri- 
= 4 ty 


Epiſt. de 
Stud. poli- 
fico, 
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ty an example of an Hiſtory -ſo written for 
the uſe of pie it will Aa be the Sub- 
jeft of their wonder , rather than imitation. 
Chriſtopherus Calerus ſpeaks thus. 

Thucydides perfetted the art of Writing 
Hiſtories, which Herodotus juſt before had 
Adorn'd , turn over and over, and. earry in 
your boſome that oreat treaſure, be bas deſcri- 
bed the Peloponneſian War which be ſaw, 
arid in which he bore his part, you will not feem 
roreade, but ſee it in him, and you will find az 
many wiſe inſtruttions as Sentences, be ex- 

plains hu _— prudently, ſeverely aid 

gravely, by which it # apparent how uſefull he 
may be to a Politician ;, and as to thoſe that are 
ro conſult about War or Peace, they ought to 
zep him ever cloſe to them as their beft Coun- 
> hag thus bas T hucydides hit every point. 
To'proceed, Thucydides writ an Hiſtory 
of almoſt LXX years in cight Books, be-- 
ginning at the departure of Xerxes out of 
reece, Where Herodotus ends, and bring- 
ing it down to' the XXI year of the Pelo- 
ponnefian War ;, for although his main de- 
ſign was to write the War betwixt the 
Athenians and the Peloponneſians, (a great 
part of which he was,) yet.in bis firſt Book 
in the very entrance of it , he repreſents 
the ancient State of Greece, from the times 
of the Expedition of the Arconants and the 
Trojan War ;, and comparing the greatneſs 
of the Peloponneſian War, with all thoſe 
that had preceded it, and explaining the. 
cauſes, pretences and occaſions of it, he 
premi- 
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premiſeth the Hiſtory of thoſe fifty years, 
which interven'd betwixt the flight of Xer- 


xes, and the beginning of this War, with-' 


gut ever going on that account from his 
intended Subje&t. But if the Reader de- 
fires a full and perfet Hiſtory of theſe 
fifty years, before he goes any farther In 
Thucydides , let him in this place take in 
the Lives of Themiſtocles, Ariſtides, Pauſa- 
nias and Cimon written by Platarch or Cor- 


$7 


nelixs Nepos. And the XI'b and XIIt% Books plurarch. 
of Diodoruws Siculus ,, and the Tecond' and Diodorus 
third Books of Fuftin , which all belong S!culus- 


to this place ;. and then let him proceed in 
Thucydides, who in his ſecond Book enters 
upon the deſcription of that War, in the 
firſt place telling ns the time when it be- 
gan , and unfolding the method of the 
whole work, and ſhewing who were the in- 
cendiaries and who began the War ; then 


follows the Oration made by the -Laconian 


King'to his Souldiers, his commendation 
both of the Authority and Eloquence of 
Pericles, and his Deſcription of the dread- 
full Plague at Athens; then he Celebrates 
the worth of Phormion the Atbenian Gene- 
ral and their Nayal' Victories, and com- 
memorates the Surrender of Poridea , the 
Siege of the Plutenſes, and the ineffeftual 
Expedition of the *Thracians againſt Per- 
dicca King of Macedonia, and ſo entertains 
ps with the Hiſtory of the three firſt years 
of the War. - In the III Book are contained 
the affairs of the three next years- of that 
| War, 
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ty an example of an Hiſtory ſo written for 
£2 uſe of pai it will Aut be the Sub- 
jeft of their wonder , rather than 1mitation. 

Epiſt. de Chriſtopher Calerus ſpeaks thus. 

Sud. poli- Thucydides perfetted the art of Writing 
#1c0, Hiſtories, mhich Herodotus juſt before bad 
Adorn'd , turn over and over, and. earry in 
your boſome that oreat treaſure ;, be bas deſcri- 
bed the Peloponneſian War which be ſaw, 
and in which he bore his part, you will not feem 
roreade, but ſee it in him, and you will find ay 
many wiſe inſtruftions as Sentences, be ex- 

plains bu _—_ prudently, ſeverely and 

£ravely, by which it i apparent how uſefull he 
may be to a Politician ;, and as to thoſe that are 
ro conſult about War or Peace, they ought to 
, zep him ever cloſe to them as their beſt Coun- 
7 > hy thus bas T hucydides hit every point. 
To proceed, Thucydides writ an Hiſtory 
of almoſt LXX years in cight Books, be-: 
1nning at the departure of Yerxes out of 
118/16 reece, where Herodotus ends, and bring- 
WR! ing it down to' the XXI year of the Pelo- 
WHINE | ponnefian War ; for although his main de- 
KIN ſign was to write the War ' betwixt the 
Athenians and the Peloponneſians, (a great 
NY part of which he was,) yet.in his firſt Book 
TA in the very entrance of it , he repreſents 
WIR | the ancient State of Greece, from the times 
Will of the Expedition of the Arconants and the 
{008 Trojan War ;, and comparing the greatneſs 
| of the Peloponneſian War, with all thoſe 
that had preceded it, and explaining the. 
cauſes, pretences and occaſions of it, he 
| premi- 
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prewiſeth the Hiſtory of thoſe fifry years, 
which interven'd betwixt the flight of Xer- 


xes, and the beginning of this War, with- 


gut ever going on that account from his 
intended Subje&t. But if the Reader de- 
fires a full and perfe&t Hiſtory of theſe 
fifry years, before he goes any farther In 
Thucydides , let him in this place take 1n 
the Lives of Themiftocles, Ariſtides, Panſa- 
nias and Cimon written by Platarch or Cor- 
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 nelizs Nepos. And the XI'b and X1I% Books plurarch. 
of Diodorus Siculus ,, and the Tecond and Diodorus 
third Books of Fuftin , which all belong S1cuus- 


to this place ; and then let him proceed in 
Thucydides, who in his ſecond Book enters 
upon the deſcription' of that War, in the 
firſt place telling us the time when it be- 
gan , and unfolding the method of the 
whole work, and ſhewing who were the in- 
cendiaries and who began the War ; then 
follows the Oration made by the -Laconian 
King to his Souldiers, his commendation 
both of the Authority and Eloquence of 
Pericles, and his Deſcription of the dread- 
full Plague at Athens; then he Celebrates 
the worth of Phormion the Athenian Gene- 
ral and their Nayal' Vittories, and com- 
memorates the Surrender of Poridea, the 
Siege of the Plutenſes, and the ineffeQual 
Expedition of the *Fhracians againſt Per- 
dicca King of Macedenia, and ſo entertains 
ps with the Hiſtory of the three firſt years 
of the War. - In the III Book are contained 
the affairs of the three next years of thar 
| War, 
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War, that is the defeCtion of the Ji:yle- 
ears and the other Lezbians to the Lacede- 
mon:ans, which being again reduced by the 
Athenian Forces,there follows an illuſtrious 
Conſultation concerning the puniſhing of 
them, and the cruelty of Pacherss the Arhe- 
7:4, Commander is obſerved ; the City of 
Platea taken and raced to the Ground, the 
Sedition of the Cortyreans deſcribed, the 
Seeds of the Sicilian War diſclos'd, the 
improſperous Battel of Demoſthenes againſt 
the e/Erolians ,, and his more proſperous 
Engagement with the Ambracians. In the 
IV*b Book are read the fortifying the Pylw, 
the Siege, and the taking it, and the man- 
ner of the defence, the Victory againſt , 
and taking the Spartan Nobility ; the for- 


tunate aCtions of Breſida a famous Lacede- 


monian Commander in Thrace , and theſe 
make up the Hiſtory of the next three years. 
The V*h Book comprehends the Hiſtory of 
almoſt ſeyen years, that is the Battel be- 
twixt Braſida the Spartan Commander, and 
Cleon the Arbenian, at Amphipolic a City of 
Thrace, wherein both the Generals were 
Slain and paid: for their reſtleſs diſturban- 
ces; then the varieus Leagyes and Combi- 
nations of the two parties all weak and 
uncertain, the fooliſh and mad ſtyubborn- 
neſs of the great men, the ſad effect of 
which follows. In the beginning of the VI*> 
Book the Authour makes a deſcription of 
the ancient Sicily, and gives an account of, 


ſome part of their former $Srory. Than 
the 


_ of Reading Hiſtories. 
the pretences of the Sicilian War , and 
ſome Noble Conſultations about it are pro- 
pos'd;; Nicia oppoſing, and AMleibiades pro- 
moting and perſwading to it : then he re- 
members ſome Prodigies which preceded 
that War , the defeftion of Alcibiades to 
the Lacedemonians, and ſome things which 
happened in Sic:4a ſoon after the Arrival of 
the Athenian Fleet, which things happened 
in the XVIIth year- of this War. In the 
VII" Book Michaleſſus, a City of Beotia is 
taken by the Thracians who exerciſe there 
great Cruelties, then the Authour profe- 
cutes the Sicilian War, which fell out very 
unfortunately for the . Athenians , and 
brought a grievous loſs upon them, the 
Commanders, Demoſthenes and Nicias, be- 
ing both taken and flain- againſt the will of 
Gylippus, to whom they rendred them- 


ſelves. Theſe things were ated in the 


XVIIIh and XIX* years of the Peloponneſian 
War. In the VIIIth Book he gives an account 
of the defeftion of the Athenian Confede- 
rates to the Lacedemonians, their Enemies, 
upon the News of this Oyerthrow, and the 
League betwixt the Spereens and the Perſces 
Governours of the Aſian Provinces ; after 
this the Dexzocracy of the Athenians is 
changed into an archy of forty men, 
whuch is again ſoon afcer diſlolyed, Laſtly, 
Thraſybulus and Thraſylus two Athenian 
Captains, after a dubious Sea Fight at A- 
bid, beat the Lacedemonian Fleet and their 
Leader AMndarw ; this Vidtory was -_ 
tain' 


59 


OC > *% DE ET, Co ES 4 _ => 6 + 2% a+ 1 4 ov pe. bn: LC Fx v0 
o \ I. "33. % a VE Y f D de 4, 5 OTE F . 
Eg ET OLA £3.08”. SEEN F. ef ago ey 26. = 
- _— - co m—S——S—— - _ 


The Method and Order 


tain'd in the IT year of the XCII Olympiad, 
in the XXI year of this War, in the Sum- 
mer time, where Thucydides his Hiſtory 
ends, Anno Mundi, 3539. With Thucy- 
dides are the Lives of Pericles, Alcibiades, 
Chabrias, Thraſybulus and Nietas , written 
Plurarch, Dy Plutarch and C. Nepos to be read, and 
Corn. Ne- the XII Book of Ditpru Siculw,the IVh 
pos. and Vth of Fuftin, and the firſt Book of 
D. Siculus. Oroſzzes,, Chapters the XIVth and XVth, by 
an all which the Hiſtory may be ſomewhat en- 
' lIarged andinriched. 


bs © bo a 


Of Xenophon bis Praiſe and Elogies , when 
and in what order he ts to be read ; he gies 
us the Hiſtory of XLVIIT years, which 
may be enlar:ed from Plutarch, Jultin, and 
Diodorus Siculus. 


eng ans © No thread of Thucydides his Story 18 
wrong, oo continued by Xenophon , who for the 
flories are ſweetneſs of his Style is call'd the. Arti-k 
lately tran- Muſe, and the Attickh Bee; by whoſe mouth 
flared into alſo the Afuſes are ſaid to have ſpoken, as 
Engliſh. Cicero informs us in his' Oratour : He was 
famous about-4 10 years before the Birth of 

our Saviour ; there is an High encomium of 

Xenophon extant in Dion Chryſoftome in his 

Oration concerning the Exerciſe of the Art 

of Speaking, where with great ingenuity he 

| recom- 
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 Xenophon was threefold 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
recommends the reading of him, averring 
amongſt other things, that the reading of 
him alone was ſufficient to make a man a 
Politician z nor is that which is related of 
bim by Diogenes Laertiws in the end of his 
Life the leaf part of his praiſe ; that Thu- 
cydides his Books being then unknown, fallir g 
mto bis hands when he might with facility 
bave ſuppreſt them, be took care to publiſh 
them, by which Act of his every man may 
know, what Honour he deſerved from 
thoſe who have an eſteem for the Grecian 
Elcquence or Hiſtory ; and the Modern 
Criticks have not faild to give him equal 
Commendations. AXenophon (faith Lipſus) 


in his Hiſtory, is + 195grnay faitbfull, or at 
nt Writer, from which yet 


leaſt a cautious pr 
you may rather draw civil Prudence, than that 
be ſeems to have intended it. And yet Chriſtoph. 
Colerus ſaith, Civil Prudence 1s certainly the 


" 


In Not. ad. 
i. Policap. 


principal Vertue in the writings of XenO+ pyif. de 
phon, ## ſparkles trangely in by Inſtitution Srudio Po 
of Cyrus, and the Relation of his Expedition 'itico. 


againſt Artaxerxes, in which Xenophon 
diſcovers how great. a Commander he himſelf 
was ; therefore let Xenophon be the Look- 
ing-glaſs of Kings and Princes, the Y:ars- 
cum, as Homer was to Alexander the Great, 
of Emperours. The Glory (ſaith Voſlius of 

a Ar 1 will take no no- 
tice of his Eloquence;, he was a Philoſopber, an 
Hiſtorian, and 4 good Commander ,, the truth 
1s, he left the Profeſſion of Philoſophy , 
and wrote his Hiſtory when he was a Com- 
| mander, 
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mander. 1 ſhall omit that Elegant piece of 

his concerning the 1nſtiextion of Cyrus, be- 
cauſe it belongs to the foregoing times (of 

which Herodorxs wrotes) nor is it (as is ſup- 

poſed,) penned as a true Hiftory, but as a 
repreſentation of a juſt Empire or Goyern- 

He fouriſh- TENT » yet Scipio Africanus, that admired 
ed in the Perſonage , had ſo great an Eſteem for this 
IVth year Piece, that he never went without it abont him; 
ef the huttoreturn, he Compoſed the Hiſtory of 
Iympiad. his own times in ſeven Books, the two firſt 
A.M.3550. Of which are to be read immediately after 
zdes, becauſe they contain the reſt- 

due of the Pelopormeſian War, and where 
Thmeydides ends, there Xenophon (as it were 
carrying on the Web,) begins and relates 
what paffed betwixt the Arhenians , and - 
Lacedemonians after that Naval Viftory, 
that was obtained at Abiadus by Thraſybuls 
againſt Minderss,in the 2 year of the 92 O- 
lympiad, (of which we have ſpoken before,) 
+ tothetakingof Athens by Lyſander, in the 
a year of the 93 —_ and 1n theſe - 

Books here and there he repreſents ſome of 

the Medio- Perſian affairs ;.. as how the 

Aedes rebell'd againſt Darms King of Per- 

fie, and afterwards ſabmirted again to his 
Empire; how Cyrus the yomger Son of 
Darixs went to hts Father who was then ' 
ſick in the Higher Afia, having firit fent 
money to Lyſander , for the nſe of the 
War againſt the Arbeman;; how Darins 
Nothns Died, and Artaxerxes Mnemon his 
Elder Son became his Sacceſfonr. In ”w_ 

cn 


of Reading Fiftortes. 
end of the ſecond Book w__ an account 
of the ſuppreſſing the KXX Tyrants who 
had raged for two years at Athens, by 
Thrafybutss, and alſo the Peace and ACt of 
Oblivion, which was confirmed by the A- 
chenians amongſt themfetves by an Oath, 
by which an end was:put to the Peloporne- 
fran War, which Thucydides calls the moſt 
memorable War that had ever happened, and 
che longeſt, and ſo in truth it was, for it 
was prolonged to the XXVIthb or XX VII 
year as is manifeſted by Xenophon ;, theſe 
things are contained as I faid in the two 
firſt Books of the Grecian Hiſtory of Xeno- 
phon , which being read, the Reader may 
paſs to his ſeven Books of the Expedition 
of Cyrus the younger , againſt Arraxerxes 
AMnemon his Elder Brother, written by Xe- 
rophon alſo, in which we have an account 
how Cyrus gathered Grecian Forces, and 
went up with them againſt his Brother. 
How he fought and was Slain , then how 
the Grecian Captains were Maſſacred after 
the Fight contrary to the Faith given, and 
how Xenophon (who followed Cyrus in this 
Expedition) after his Death , was choſen 
General by the Grecian Souldiers, and had 
the felicity ro conduCt rhem from the very 
heart of Perſia, though continually afſaul- 
ted by the Barbarians, and haraſſed with 
other miſeries and inconyeniencies into 
their own Countrey; in the firſt year of 
the 95 Olympiad. When the Reader has fi- 
niſhed theſe, he may then proceed to = 
Ic 
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reſt of the Grecian Hiſtory , in which the 
affairs both of the Grecians and Perſians are 
continued to the Mantinenſian Battel, in 
which the Thebans beat the Lacedemonians, 
under. the Conduct of Epaminondas, who 
whilſt he perform'd the parts not onely of a 
Commander but private Souldier , being 
grievouſly. wounded , died ſoon after, and 
1g with him the Glory and power of the The- 
1.1K ban Common-wealth Expired; in the ſe- 
1.14 cond year of the 104 Olympial : So that the 
Wil | Son. of Gryllus will furniſh the Reader with 
[14 an Elegant and rich Hiſtory of the affairs 
tl of XLVIII years; but this the Reader may 
\I'® enlarge and enrich too, if (as in reading þ 


Wilts Thucydides, he took in Plutarch's Pericles, 
f / vlaarch, 246445 and Alcibiades,) ſo here , he take 
Ws Nepos. * inthe Lives of Lyſander, Ageſilaus, Artax- 
[191 | erxes , Thraſybulus , Chabrias , Conon and 
1304 Datames, written by Plutarch and Nepos ; © 
Bd | | for all theſe flouriſhed in that interval of 
113 FE time which is repreſented by Thucydides 
WINLN') and Xenophon, and aftord a conſiderable ad- 
12 Juſtin= dition to the Hiſtorics of thoſe times, the 


VIE D. Siculus. IV Vth and VIth Books of F«ftin, and the 
1B XI XIV*b and XV** Books of Diodorus 
von! - Siculus bzlong to the ſame times ; and as to 
Weny D:odorus he 1s the next Authour I ſhall com- 

| mend to the Reader. 


SECT. 
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The fair Elogie of Diodorus Siculus, that 
he travelled over ſeveral Countries before 
he writ bis Hiſtory. He continues the 
Hiſtory of Kenophon about the end of his 
XV*b Book ;, then he gives an account of the 
ations of Philip King of Macedonia #n his 
XvIth, and from thence paſſeth to Alex- 
ander the Great, and deſcribes the. Riſe of 


the third Monarchy. 


Fe though Diodorus Siculns is ſome Cen- Diodnrus 


' ſaid to be 
tran/lated 


deſire he may immediately follow Xeno- Prined: 
hon, being not one of the many, but a ce- 
lebrated Writer , and ſo expert in Aati- 


. Quities, that Greece can ſcarce ſhew another 


that is his Equal , which Jadgment may be 
confirm'd by the Elogie which a Learned 


Divine of our Countrey, a Reverend Bi- 
ſhop, and excellently verfed in this and all 
other ſorts of Learning, is pleaſed to be- 


. Row upon this Authour. Diodorws Siculus 


(faith he) « an excellent Authour , who with 
great Fidelity, Immenſe Labour, and a rure 
both diligence and ingenuity, has collefted art 
Hiſtorical Library, (as Juſtin Martyr calls 


Mountg- 


gue Ciceſ?, 


Epiſc. in 
pref. ad 
Appar at. 


It,) in which he has repreſented his own, and 


the Studies of other men, bting the great re« 
F 


porter 


turies of years younger than Xenophor,, Siculns 
as who flouriſhed in the times of Faxlins Ce- 
ſar and Auguſtus, about the CLXX XIII 0- 


mo Engli 
lympiad, yet in this our Serzes of Authours, IT 


but mt yet 
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porter of humane Aftions ;, but as Diodorus 
himſelf ſtiles 14 the Common Treaſury of 
things, and an harmlels or ſafe Miſtreſs or 
Teacher of mhat is Vſefwll and Good. Our 
Reverend Biſhop might welt call it an Im- 
menſe Labour, for he ſpent XXX years, (as 
he himſelf confeſſeth) in. writing: this Hi- 
ſtory, travelling in the mean time over 
ſeveral Countries to inform himſelf, run- 
ning through many Dangers as uſually hap- 


pens. Diodorws alfo does rightly ſtile it 


* The firſt Latine Edi- 
trans of this Authour make 
ſix todks., the occaſion of 
this Errour was occaſioned 
by the dfurfion of the firſt 
Book into two parts, by the 
Authour, by which the Las 
tine. Tranſlatour and Vol. 
rerranus, and ſome others, 
being decerved made fix 
Books of thoſe fre. 


a Common Treaſury of things , 
for we have in his firſt * hve 
Books the Antiquities and 
Tranſactions of the Egyprs- 
ans, Aſſyrians, Libyans, Per- 
ſians , Grecians, and other 
Nations before the Trojan 
War, as we have noted above, 
the five following Books that 
is from the V*h to the XI 


2] are loſt, but from the be- 
ginning of the XI® to the XVI" we have 
the Hiſtory of the times written by Thu- 
_ and NXenophon, (as I have already 
ald) written in a continued thread, but 
then inthe end of the XVt* Book, he ſeems 
ro Celign a Continvation of Xenophon's Hi- 
ſtory, for he ſpeaks expreſly thus, in the 
end of the ſecond year of the 104 Olympiad. 


In this year (faith he) Xenophon the Athenian 


concludes his Grecian Hiſtory with the death 


ef Epimar ondas; and fo the Sicilian paſſeth 


to the Il year of the ſame Olympiad, in 
, which 


i» 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
which he briefly unfolds the Story of the 
War of Artaxerxes , with the Rebel Per- 
frans and Egyptians, and the reſt of the 
great Atchievements of Ageſilaus, together 
with the Deaths both of Ageſilans and Ar- 
taxerxes, (to whom Ochm ſucceeded in the 
Kingdom of Perſia,) Anno Mandi, 3588. 
In his XVI® Book he gives an account of 
the actions of Philip of Macedonia the Son of 
Amyntas, from his entrance into his King- 
dom to the end of his Life. And in the 
ſame Book takes notice of other things, 
which happened then in other parts of the 
known World. The Hiſtory of this XV Ith- 
Book may be made munch more clear and 
large , by reading the Lives of Chabrias 
Dion, Iphicrates, Timothew , Phocion, and 


Timoleen, written by Cor. Nepos. The ©. Ne. 
ations of theſe great Commanders made pos. 


theſe times very famous, from the CVth to 
the CXIrh Olympiad, from the ſecond year 
of which Olympiad the XVIrh Book begins 
to ſhew the Noble ations of Alexander 
the Great, and to teach us how he gave a 
beginning to the third great Monarchy, in 
the 112) Olympiad. 


_ 
_ % + 


ff EXITS» Me as. 
Wy DS —— ot 


_ 
—- 


= = Ch" 
= *® 
= YH —_—_— 

- ” —_— S 


Plutarch. 


Arrianus. 


Lib. 2. de 
Hiſt.G.cap. 


TI- 


Juſtin. 


Q.Curtius. 


Erift. de 


<rud. Folt- 


tics 
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Many Hiſtorians have written of the Aftions 
of Alexander the Great. Arrianus and 

- Quintus Curtius, rheir Elogies in what 
time they flouriſhed. Diodorus proſecutes 
the Hiſtory of the Succeſſours of Alexan- 
der, to which uſefull Additions may be made 
from other Authours. 


Ut others both Grecians and Romans 
have written the Hiſtory of that great 
Monarch, more atlarge, (viz.) Plutarch 
in the Life of Alexand:r, and in two other 
Books which he writ concerning the For- 
tune of Alexander , and Arrianus the Ni- 
comedian In VII Books written in an Ele- 
gant and Nenophontean Style. I fay in VII 
Books becauſe the VIIIrh which is uſually 
added to them concerning the Indian Ex- 
pedition of Alexander, isa piece by it ſelf, 
as appears both in Phorizs, and in the end 
of the VIIth Book, as the Learned Yoſſins 
obſerves; theſe two writ in Greek. And in 
Latine, 7#/tin in his X and XIth Book, and 
©. Curtis Rufus an excellent and a ſubtile 
Writer, but his Hiſtory has loſt its begin- 
ning, by the injury of men, or times, or 
both. Both Arrian and Q, Curtius are flo- 
rid Writers , (ſaith Colerus,) but Curtius 
z the brighter, and ſweeter than any Honey , 
he aves rather weary than ſatiate his Reader, 
he abounds with dirett and oblique Sentences 


by 
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by which the Life of man ts ſtrangely illuſtr a- 

ted. Fuſtus Lipſins gives the ſame judg- 

ment of Q. Curtis, he zs (faith he) in my 

opinion an honeſt and true Hiſtorian, if any 

ſuch there have been; there ss a ſtrange felicity 

in hu Style and a pleaſantneſs in hy Rel.ut- 

ons; be is contratted and fluent , ſubiile ,nd 

clear, careleſs and yet accurate , tru? in his 

Fudgments, ſubtile in his Sentences, and in his 

Orations Eloquent above what I can expreſs. 

Accidalius thus ſpeaks of him, Q. Curtius p,yf. ad 

a Latine writer of th: ations of Alexander !. 4. 

the Great , is more diligent than any of the 

Grecians; a true, cantiid, and moſt upright 

Writer, if we have any writer of Integruy. 

The Learned Yoſſius in a prolix diſcourle 

has made it very probable, that Currins 

Lived and Publiſhed his Hiſtory under YVe/- 

paſian, about LXXX years after Chriſt. Nor arrianfu- 

is Arrian to be defrauded of his deſerved rifh:4 145 

Commendation, who is reported amongſt J*5 /cr 

the Grecian Writers to have been a man of ge 

ſo great Integrity in Writing, that he was "hp" © 
» 145.75 Su 

ſtyled the Lover of Truth, and even ſtill ho- 14. » 

noured with that Sirname by Czlius Rho1o- 

ginus, He was a Philoſopher born at Nico- 

media, and famous at Rome in the Reigns 

of Adrian and Antoninus, and was comman- 

Iy call'd the new Xenophon, as Catenus teſti- 

hes in his Commentary upon the Epiſtles , 

of Pliny; theſe I ſay have written more 1is., 6.2. 

largely of Alexander the Great. The ſame 

Diodorus Siculus proſecutes the Hiſtory of Diodorus 

his Succeſſours, in his XVIII XIXth and Sicutus, 

# 9,00 


Juſtin. 


Plutarch. 


Plutarch. 
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XXth Books, from the ſecond year of the 
CXIV Olympiad, to the end of the CXIXh 
Olympiad, A. M. 3650, which interval 
may yet be made much more clear, if the 
Reader pleaſe to take in the XII XIV 
and XVth Books of Juſtin, and the Lives 
of Demetrius and Eumenes, written by Plu- 
zarch ;, and becauſe the laſt XX Books of the 
Sicilian, in which he had continued the 
Univerſal Hiſtory , to the Expedition of 
Falinus Caſer into Britain , (that is to the 
CLXXXtm Olympiad) are loſt, 1 would ad- 
viſe the Reader not to diſmiſs F«ſtin here, 
but to go through with the following Books 
to the XXIXth, to which he may ſubjoyn 
Plutarch*s, Pyrrhus, Aratus, e/Egides, Cleo- 
menes, and Philopemenes, and alſo the Eclogs 
or Excerptions out of thoſe Books of Dzo- 
dorus , which follow the XX which are 
publiſhed in the Edition of LZaurentius 
Rbodomannus : the Reader will find many 
things there concerning Agathocles the S1- 
cilian Tyrant, and his Actionsin Sicily, and 
of Pyrrbys his War in that Iſland, and alſo 
of the firſt -Punick War, which are well 
worth his Notice, nor do I think he ſhould 
deviate from the right method of Readin 
Hiſtories, if he ſhould even then ons 
in 7Fuftin, till he hath read all but the two 
laſt Books. | 


© #Þ 7 
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Polybius, where to be read ;, what times be 
wrote the Hiſtory of , how he came to apply 
his mind to Writing ,, bow great a man he 
w4, with what Elogies he has been Celebra- 
ted ;, the preateſt part of his Hiſtory loſt, 
or diſſipated into fragments; the Contents 
of the Books that are Fil Extant. 


Ut if the Reader thinks otherwiſe, he 
may afcer Diodorus Siculu paſs to 
Polybics, a prudent Writer if any be, who Polybjus 
flouriſhed 220 years before Chriſt, in the 79 bon. 
140th Olympiad; he propos'd to himſelf —— 
the repreſenting thoſe times and tranſaCti- Grimiion, 
ons, which gave beginning and perfection and Prix- 
to the Growing greatneſs of the Roman Em- !*4, Anne 
pire, and that he might effe&t this with 1534: 
the greater certainty and felicity ; he un- 
dertook long Journies with much hazard, 
travelling over Africa, Spain, Gall, (now 
France,) and the Alpes; and then Compo- 
ſed his General Hiſtory of LIIt years. We 
may conjecture at the worth and greatneſs 
of this Perſon, by the number of Statuesy 
which the Grecians Erected to him in Pa- 
lantium , Mantinea , Tegea,, Megalopolis , 
and other Cities of Arcadia; the Inſeri 
tons of one of which teſtifies (ſaith Pawſa- InArcadia, 
nias,) that he travelled over all Seas and Landsy 
Was 4 Friend and Allie to the Romans, and 
reconcil'd them , being then incenſed againſt 
F 4 the 
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the Grecians ;, and another Inſcription thus, 
If Greece had at firſt purſued the Council of 
Polybius it had not offended ;, but beins now 
miſerably afflifted, be is her onely Comfort or 
Support. Nor is It lefs obſervable which 
Paufanias teſtifies of him, that he was ſo 
great a Srates-man , that whatever the Ro- 
an General did-by his advice proſpered : 
and whatever: he ated againſt ir had ill 
ſucceſs; yea he was ſo great a man, that all 
thoſe Cities which United with the Ache- 
ans, made him their Srateholder, and Law- 
giver ;, therefore we doubt not but the 
great Elogies which have been given to 
his Hiſtory by Learned men were well de- 
ſerved, as for Example, that of Fohn Bo- 
ainus, Polybiua ts not onely every where Equal, 
and like himſelf, but alſo wiſe and grave, ſpa- 
ring in his Commendations , ſharp and ſevere 
in his Reprehenſions, and like a prudent Law- 
giver, and a good Commander , he diſputes 
many things concerning the Military and Ci- 
vil Diſcipline, and the duty of an Hiſtorian ;, 
nor does Juſtus Lipſius differ from Bodinws, 
but is rather more large in his Commen- 
dation ; Polybius (faith he) n Fudgment and 
Prudence 11 not unlike T hucydides, but in his 
Care and Style more looſe and free, he flies ont, 
breaks off, and dilates his Diſcourſe, and in 
many places does not ſo much relate as profeſſed- 
ly teach ;, but then bis advices are every where 
xieht and Salutary, and I ſhould therefore the 
rather commend him to Princes, becauſe there 
is mo need of an Anxious inquiry into bis 
| thouzhts, 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
tboughts., but he himſelf opens and reveals his 
Senſe, &c, But the moſt Learned Caſax- 
bor in his Preface to Polybirs, has moſt clear- 
ly andat large demonſtrated the excellence 
of this Authour, and wherein he is to be 
preferr*d before the other Riſtorians. He 
wrote XL Books of which we have onely 
the firſt five now' Extant conſpicuous in 
their Integrity, and the Fragments of the 
reſt and ſome Excerpts collected together, 
and as far as was pollible reſtored to their 
former Splendour, by the great Labour and 
rare Induſtry of the' faid famous Caſaubor. 
In his two firſt Books to which he gives the 
name of an Apparatus or preparative, he 
ſhortly touches the times of the ' Romar 
Common-wealth, from the taking of Rome 
by the Gaul; under Brennus, to the Romans 
firſt Expedition by Sea, with a Fleet our of 
Italy ;, and then treats a little more largely 
of the times that ſucceeded the firſt paliage 
into Szcily, by which a beginning was gi- 
ven to the firſt Punick War, to the firſt 
year of the ſecond Pxnick War. In which 
two preparative Books he compares the 
Roman affairs with the Grecian, and thoſe 
of other People, who were then their Con- 
temporaries; 32 which (ſaith the Learned 
Caſanbon,) the Studious will find many things 
which are not ſo well deſcribed any where elſe, 
and ſome that are no where elſe ro be found , 
neither in any Grecian nor Latine Hiſtory , 
The III following Books do vell deſerve to. 
be frequently and diligently read by all 
great 
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great Commanders and States-men , by 
reaſon of the greatneſs of the Subject of 
them, the vaſt Variety, accurate handling, 
and ſtrange abundance both of Civil and 
Military Literature that 1s in them. The 
other Books oo which we have now Ex- 
tant onely ſome broken parcels) were 
Compoſed with the ſame exaCtneſs, and 
continued the Hiſtory to the end of the ſe- 
cond Macedonian War with Perſeus, when 


_ that Kingdom had an end put to it. So that 


it appears, I have ſhewn the way by this 
diſpoſition and Order of Reading, to thoſe 
that are Students in Hiſtory, to that pe- 
riod which was pointed at by (the to me 
unknown) e/AEmilizs Swra,, that is to that 
Age in which the Roman power had in- 
creaſed to that greatneſs, that theſupreme 
Empire of almoſt the whole World may 
not improperly be ſaid to be in their = 
ſeſſion ; and this I ſuppoſe came to paſs in 
that year, in which Macedonia was reduced 
into the form of a Roman Province, as I 
have aboye proved, viz. Y. C. 587. A. AM. 
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SECT. XIV. 


Of the IV*h Atonarcby, that of the Romans ; 
a tranſition ta their Hiſtory ,, the praiſe of 
both them and their Hiſtory ;, the fates of 
the Roman Hiſtorians deplared. 


Herefore ſeeing amongſt thoſe four 
great Monarchies, Which we have 
mentioned, of the World, that of the Ro- 
mans apparently excell'd all the rcſt, and 
ſeeing alſo their Common-wealth , (as the 
Learned Caſaubon prudently obſerves out. 
of Polybixs) it ever any did, Experienced 
all the diverſities of times according to the 
common Laws of Nature ; it will here be- 
come our Reader of Hiſtories to look back 
a while and contemplate the Riſe and In- 
fancy of the Roman State, (which began 
under the firſt Anarchy.) and to deſcend 
to its Growth and increaſe, and afterwards 
to conſider its declination towards its fall 
and Ruine, obſerving a right order both 
in the times and Authours till he arrives at 
the Period of that Interval which Cenſori- 
1 out of Farro hath in the third place de- 
fin'd to us; and that our Student may at 
ply hamſelf to this, with the more ready 
and intent mind , let him hear Fuſtus Lip- 
ſ1us, a man deſervedly great amongſt the 
Philologers ox Antiquaries, and who has 


deſerved very much of the Reman Hiſtory , - 


thus ſeriouſly inviting him to it; Jn the Mie ©. 
Roman 63, 


7 ws 7n 
prozxm. 1h, 


Cicer. Tuſ- 
cul. qu. 1. 


The Method and Order 


Roman Hiſtory (faith he,) there is a plenty 
both of great things, and ſtrange Events, 
which many Writers have i{luſtrated. O Great, 
and moſt Glorious Empire | and I add, of long 
C ontinuance | and therefore it is no wonder if 
it tranſcended both in men and Aftions , that 
ſhort and fleeting Monarchy of the Grecians : 
the Grectans (ſaid one) excell in Precepts , 
the Romans in Examples, and in truth ſo it 
is, there never was a Nation, nor I believe 
ever will be, which affords more Commendable 
and vertuous Examples both for Peace and War 
and therefore (my young man) come to this 
Harveſt , gather the ſheaves of Corn, and lay 
them up for thy uſe. Deſervedly, O Fuſtus 
Lipſius ! for that is true which was ſaid fo 
long fince by T. Livius; Either the love of 
the buſineſs I have taken up deceives me, or 
there was never any Common-wealth neither 
Greater ,, nor more Venerabl:, nor Richer in 
good Examples ;, and that of Af. T. Cicero, 
Where was there ever in any other People ſo 
much Gravity, Conſtancy, Greatneſs of Mind, 
Probity ,, Fiatlity? where is there elſe that 
Excellence in every vertue that may be compa- 


Lib. 2.c.6, T*4 withour Anceftorrs ? and Valerius Max- 


7. 


imas confirms all : Qur City hath repleniſhed 
the whole world with all ſorts of wonderfull Ex- 
ample. And from hence we may now de- 
Tive but too great an occaſion of Lamen- 
ting the hard fates of the Roman Hiſtorians, 
for as Parents do more deplore the Deaths, 
than the want of Children, ſo pechaps if 
we had neyer heard of the Writings of 
thoſe 


/ 
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thoſe Priices of Hiſtory we had not grieved. \ 
But now when we ſee the broken frag- 
| ments, and reade the Titles of moſt beau- 
tifull Works, we are vexed with deſire, and 
tortured to the very Soul to think that a 
great part of them have periſhed, and that 
what remains is either corrupted - with 
Age, or by the Envy of time wretchedly 
Maimed, or by the hands of a parcel of 
halt witted Fellows interpolated, bom- 
baſted , ſtnft out with additions, or other- 
wiſe very ill handled ; which cannot be un- 
known'to any man who is acquainted with 
Antiquity. Trogas an excellent Authour, 
whom Vopiſcus in the Life of Probus num- 
bers amongſt the moſt Eloquent, is totally 
loſt, onely we have an Elegant Epirome, by 
which yet whoſoever ſhould pretend to judge 
of the intire work of Tregus, ſhould be 7" nt. ad 
mad in the opinion of the Learned Bongar- Juſtin. 
ſius. The excellent Hiſtory of Saluſt is to- 
tally loſt, we have but a ſmall part of 
T. Livy, not much of Tacitxs, not above 
half Ammianus Marcellinus , and the Greek 
Writers of the Roman Story, have ſuffered 
the ſame injury of time as Polybins (as 1 
have noted already,) Diodorus, Dionyſins , 
and Dion Caſſius, who if they were now 
Extant intire, we ſhould then have a per- 
tect memory of the Koman affairs, from the 
building of that City , to the thouſandth 
year of its Age. Bur let us be content with 
what 1s left, the Divine Providence has ſo 
ordered it, that out of the Reliques of 
what 


—>” >—_ 


PRE 4p; 2 324 OR ee > 
Bb; X ws m_ TI. ES © n , a 4 
_ = —_ - h m—_— - rs 
TEITIEE 25, I. PETE TED YEARS OR Fog” 
PO 


AT 


Z &- 2 . py bY _ 
OD I WIE EY 


- Florus has 
beenſeveral 
times tran- 


The Method and Ordet 


what remains, the body of the Roman Hi- 
ftory may yet be beautifully built up, the 
Picture of which in Zrrtle is moſt Artfally 
drawn by our L. Armaus Florus. 


TFELX. XY. 


From whence the courſe of the Roman Story 
4; to be began ;, EL. Anneus Florus commen- 
ded , the jadgments of Learned men con- 
cerning him ;, be is not the ſame with the 
Epitormizer of Livy y, his Erronrs or mw 
ſtakes excuſed ;, how theſe Erronys in pro- 
bability crept in , the Conſular faſts of Si- 
gontus ard Onuphrius, and alſo Pighius 
his Amnals commended. 


Ery Learned men, arid well acquainted 
with the Romany Hiſtory exhort the 


{lated inns Students of ir, with an intent eye and mind 


Engliſh, 


EleF. 1. 2. 


Co $o 


Colerus 


was 4 very 


to run through , look into and contem- 
plate this curious Repreſentation, and 
not without good cauſe, it being (in the 
Judgment of Lipſins) a Compendium of the 
Roman Hiſtory written finely, plainly and 
Eloquently. Nor does he ſtop here, but 
adds his Cenſure; the atcurateneſs arid brevs- 
ty of it are very often wonderfull , and there 
are many ſhining Sentences like Fewels inſerted 
bere and there, both with good Fudgment and 
truth. Nor does the Learned C. Coleyus, 


Learn-./ .j. Whom TI have ſo often cited before, decline 


ul £170) 


from 


wb Th, wud © VUiy ED. a & OY, CY SO TE, & CER Ya CRY 


of Reading Hiſtories. 

from this opinion, his words are theſe; 
believe me ;, you will with no leſs pleaſure reade, 
that terſe piece than that with which you could 
fee one of Apellis his Pittares , it s ſo well 
compoPd, and ſo Elegant. I admire that 
Fudgment which could inſert SENTENCES, 
with ſo great prudence and brevity in ſuch a 
heap and variety of things. The great and 


Learned Cenſor of Books in his Piece of yiyisjib.5. 
reaching the Arts and Sciences , led the way p. 356. 


to both theſe, where he affirms, there can 
nothing of that kind be fanſied more accu- 
rate and pleaſant; but in this Yivs and 
other Learned men are much deceived , 
who think this our Florws the ſame with 
the Epitomizer of Livy, and much more 
thoſe who conceive he deſigned in this 
work to give us a Compendium of the Li- 
vian Hiſtory; whereas he neither obſerves 
the Livian method, nor always agrees with 
him. And others that they may abate his 
eſteem accuſe him of a great fault, his con- 
founding times and relating that firſt which 
ought to have been placed in the ſecond 
lace, often alſo pertnrbing and confoun- 
ing the Names and Employmentsof their 
Generals; ſo that he who follows him , 
muſt often be led out of his way. I will 
not deny that there are many ſuch Errours 
in this Authour ,, nor can I ſay whether 
they happened through ignorance or negli- 
gence, or want of care; but my opinion is 
that in ſome he may be excuſed, for as to 
the confuſion of times objected, they might 
G have 


0 


Obſervat. 
Hiſt. lib. 3. 
Ce 34+ 


C. Sigoni. 
Onuphrius, 


The Method and Order 


have known: that he digeſts his Relati- 
ons by Heads and Speczes, rather than times, 
ſeparating things of a like Nature, from 
thoſe ofa different ; ſeparating for Example 
Wars from Conſpiracies, and civil Diſ- 
cords from Military Expeditions ; in ſhort, 
what a great Antiquary has ſaid for Paulus 
Diaconus, I ſhould willingly offer inthe 
behalf of Anneus Florus, no man can be ſup= 
poſed ſo ignorant in Chronology, as that he 
can expect to find in Florus an exatt Series 
of the Faſts, as if he were a ſworn Ac- 
countant ; and as to what concerns the 
confounding Names and Offices, who knows. 
not that ſuch failings happen frequently by 
the careleſneſs of Tranſcribers, and the 
ignorance of the ancient Votes ? eſpecially 
in the names of the Rowan Generals and 
Magiſtrates, and in tranſcribing the num- 
bers of years: nor am 1 unacquainted with 
the complaint of that very learned Man 
Andreas Scotus ; It is not poſſible to expreſs 
what darkneſs and confuſions the affinity of 
Names, and the preat ſimilitude of words, 
have caſt upon the Hiſtory of the Roman Com- 
mon-wealth , and upon their Families, and 
what an infinite trouble has from thence been 
given to the Students in Antiquities, and the 
Interpreters of Books. And therefore the 
Reader may in this if he pleaſe, (and I do 
moſt earneſtly perſwade him to it,) call in_ 
to his Aſſiſtence the Conſulary and Trium- 
phant Faſts of Carolus Sigonius, or Onu- 
phrius, which are much more certain 

| Guides 
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Guides than Florus, for there he will find 


the Roman Story , ſhortly. and regularly 
Adumbrated. Or the Annals of the Ma- 


giſtrares and Provinces, of the Senate and Peo-, 


ple of Rome , written by Stephanus Vinan- 
dus Pighius ; than which it is impoſlible to 
conceive a better Commentary can - be 


Pighius. 


made or wiſhed, not onely upon our Flo- 


71s, but alſo upon Livy ys Dionſurs, Halt- 
carnaſſens, Dion Caſſius, and upon all the 
other Writers of the Roman Hiltory , as 
the before named Learned Jeſuite Schorus 
affirms. To conclude, as the ſmall imper- 
fetions which appear in the greateſt beau- 
ties are eaſily pardon'd, or obfcured by 
the great perfections which attend . them, 
ſo I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould not rcadi- 
ly pardon the few Errours we meet in fo 
uſeſull and delicate a piece as Florus Is. 


| —_ 


SERCT.-xXvi 


In what order the Reader ſhould proceed in his 
Reading of the Roman Hiſtory ;, Diony li- 
us Halicarnaſſzus commended ; how ma- 
ny years his Hiſtory contains , the reaſon 
given why we aſſign him the firſt place , and 
confirmed out of Bodinus. 


Dionyſius 
Hen the Reader has attentively_ con- Halicarnaſ- 


; {xus never 
fiidered the ſhadow and Picture of trabfared 


the Roman Hiſtory, let him procecd to jny ang- 
G/ 
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conſider the body of it in all its parts, in 
the following method and order of Au- 
thours, if he is pleaſed to make uſe of my 
advice. Dioenyſius  Halcarnaſſeus , who, 
flouriſhed about 26 years before Chriſt , 
Anno V. C. 725, is by the confeſlion of all 
2 grave Authour,, and a moſt accurate 
fearcher into , and deſcriber of the Roman 
Antiquities ;, and therefore 1 defire he may 
Tead the way : He in order to a clear No- 
tice who the Romans were, having given 
an account of what he had learned concer- 
_—— People calF'd the Aborsgvnes, or the 
molt ancient inhabitants of Jraly, not one- 
ly from Fables and the reports ſpread a- 
mong the many, but from the Books of 
Portins Cato, Fabins Maximus, and Vale- 
rius Anciatis, and of many others; then 
he continues a Hiſtory in XX Books to the 
firſt Punick War, which began the third or 
fourth year of the 128 Olympiad, A. F.C. 
488, but of thoſe twenty Books which 
Photius tells us he left, onely XI have been 
brovght down to us, in which we haye the 
Hiſtory of CCCXII years deſcribed, with 
great fidelity and care, nor have we rafhly 
aſſigned the firſt place to Dronyſens, in this 
our Chain of Authours, becaufe he will be 
inſtead of a bright Torch to our lover of 
Hiſtories, who without him muſt often 
ſtick and blizk and walk in a dark Night, 
whilſt he read onely Latine Hiſtorians. 


De metho- WIYl you have the reaſon of this ? Foanmes 
&0; cap. 44+ Bodinus will give you many, and will alſo 


at 
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at the ſame time give you his judgment of 
this Authour. Dionyſus Halkcaerndſſeus 
(ſaith: he,) beſides the eſteem be merits by his 
familiar Style , and pure Attich, Greek, bas 
alſo written the R Antiquities, from the 
very Foundation of the City, with ſo great a di- 
ligence , that the ſeems to excell all the other 
Greek, and Latine Authours, for what the 
Latines neglefted as common and well known, 
their Sacrifices (for One Plays mn = 
s , Inſigns of Magiſtrates , and 

_ of px Mo rr Government , 
thrir Taxes or Revenues, their Auſpicia, or 
Divinations, their great Aſſemblies, and their 
difficult partitions of the People into Claſſes 
and Tribes, Laſtly, the Anthority of the Se- 
nate , the Commands of the Plebes or lower 
Orders, the Authority of the Magiſtrates and 
the power of the People ;, be onely [cems to have 
accurately delivered, and for the better under- 
ſtanding of theſe, be compares them with the 
Grecian Laws and Rites ; as when he fetches 
the Lawsof Retainers, Vaſſalage or Proteti;- 
on, which Romulus snſtiruted (though Czſar 
ſaith the ſame was in common uſe amoneſt the 
Gauls,) higher, and derives it from the Athe- 
nians and Thellalians, and he ſaith alſo the 
Roman Dictatour had the ſame power with 
the Lacedemonian Harmoſton , rhe Theſſa- 
lian Archum, and the Mitylenean Eſymne- 
ten, (all which ſeveral Magiſtrates had in 
their ſeveral Countries a Sovereign Pow- 
er, and were not reſponſable for what they 
then did ;) the Laws of Romulus, Numa, 
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and Servius, had together with the Origine of 
the People of Rome , periſhed totally if this 
Authour had not preſerved them; the .Latine 
Hiſtorians (as was ſaid before;) negletting 
them as vulgar and well known, and this happens 
to moſt Hiſtorians who neoleft what is com- . 
monly known, as if it were equally ſo to Foreig- 
ners, as well as to their own People, or as if 
they thourht them 'unchangeable;, thus far 
Bodinus. But if any man is defirous to know 
farther how great a perſon Dionyſus Ha- 
licarnaſſeus was, and what great advanta- 
ges his Hiſtory affords, he may reade the 
ſeveral works Henricus Stephanus has added 
to his. Hiſtory ; he lived under Auguſtus 
Ceſar, was a Domeſtick and great Familiar 
or friend to YVarro, and Bodinus thinks that 
from his Fountains he derived his beſt in- 
formations, lib. 3. de Rep. c. 3. 


of Reading Hiſtortes, 


SEC TI. XVI 


Titus Livius abundantly and not undeſerved- 
ly praiſed , in what time he Lived, how 
many Books he wrote, from whence the di- 
viſion of them came ,, in what order they 
are to be read, how the Hiſtory may be 
improved, or upon the defett or loſs of his 
Hiſtory ſuppli/d. Plutarch's praiſe and 
Elogres, | 


AS this Dionyſius let the Prince of Titus Li- 


vius, this 
Autho 
low, famous above all others, for his Elo- = —_ 
quence and Fidelity, (that honour 1s given fared into 
him by Cremutizns Cords 1n Tacitus) which: ow Tongue 
by one Pht- 
lemon Hol- 
a ; - land a Phy- 
dotus (faith he) will not be offended that Ti- fician. 


the Roman Hiltory Titus Livine fol- 


Quintlianus perfefts and enlarges where 
he compares him with Herodotus. Hero- 


tus Livius # compared with him, ſeeing be «s 
in his Relations of things of a wonder full ſweet- 
neſs, and of a moſt clear Candour, in his orati- 
ons Eloquent above what can be ſpoken, every 
paſſage in them being ſo exatily fitted , both 
ro the things and Perſons; and as to the paſſi- 
ons eſpecially the ſweeter and milder , (that 
I may ſpeak, ſparingly) no Hiſtorian bas bet- 
ter repreſented them, and therefore he hath 
the variety of his excellencies equall'd that im- 
mortal briskneſs of Saluſt, nor 5s the cenſure 
of the famous Caſaubon, that Learned man 
(though more modern) inferiour to this, 
Titus Livins is a great Authour, divinely 
G 3 Eleoant 


De ratione 
Dicen.l. 3. 
Þ- 104 de 

Hifto. t. 
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Eleoant in a Certain ſweet plenty of Style, 
loving Vertue, hating Vices, right in his judg- 
ment, expert in things relating to Peace and 
War, (though no way accuſtomed to, or expe- 
rienced inthe latter) and if I bave any Fude- 
ment, this was the onely genius the People of 
Rome (I ſpeak 4s to Hiſtory) ever had equal 
8 their Empire ;, theſe Commendations are 
folid and Prolix enongh, and yet I cannot 
forbear but I muſt here inſert alſo the cen- 
ſure of Fohannes Biſhop of Alarienſis, which 
Ludovicus Vivis ſo much admires, and in 
truth, I hope I ſhall perform an uſefull and 
acceptable piece of Service by it to the 
Studious, becauſe it ſhews the perfections 
we ſhould aim ac in Hiſtory, and the de- 
faults we ſhould avoid ; whether he obſer- 
ved them in Livy, or in conſidering the 
way of writing Hiſtories, or by compa- 
ring both theſe together. Variety (faith 
he) hath not rendered Livy confus'd, nor the 
ſimplicity of bis Hiſtory nauſeons ;, in the Iit- 
tle and low matters which often happen, he is 
not without Bloud, dry and jejune , and m 
Plenty and greatneſs, he is not turgid and 
Vaſt, being full without ſwelling , equal and 
fofe on this ſide Efeminacy, neither Luxuri- 
ouſly flowing, nor horridly barren; in plain 
things he is not unpleaſant, nor Languid, in 
fofet things, he does not rife in a violent and 
forced Oratory ;, yet he is not ſo copious as to 
be troubleſome, nor Laſcivious in his Pleaſant - 
neſs, nor ſo light as to be Careleſs; he 15 not 
fo ſevere as to be rud , nor ſo ſimple as to be 
Naked, 
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Naked, nor ſo dreſt, that be may ſeem by an 
aſfetted compoſition to be curled with Hot- 
Irons ;, his words are equal to his matter, and 
his Sentences to his Subjetts; be is grave and 
magnificent in his Accounts of Attions, and 
yet ſhort and proper ;, in Narrations he ts natu- 
ral and always circumſpet, never confounding 
the Order, nor forerunning the Event, be 15 
no ſeeker —_—_ by Flattery, or ſparing 
in his reprebenſions in expettation of a Pardon, 
nor yet bitter to an offence ;, be never ſpares the 
Senate, that great and venerable Aoderatour 
of the World, nor the Roman People the Prin- 
ceſs of the Earth, if precipitated by raſbneſs, 
or deceived by Errour, or by any other means 
whenſoever they happen to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of ara and Fuſtice , not de- 
frauding the Enemies of his Connrey 1 of their 
deſerved Commendation, that he might ſome 
times ſeem onely tobe a relatour , and at other 
times a Cenſour ;, he is ſo ſevere and ſower, as 
when occaſion ſerves, he never ſpares the gr«- 
veſt Cenſours, than whom nothing at Rome 
was more Sacred ,” and in bis Orations he u 
ſparing in words, but rich sn Sentences ;, be 
much more reſtrain'd and conciſe in bis words, 
than in his Senſe , in which particular, be 
hath net onely excelled all other Writers, but 
himſelf alſo very much, This he ſaid of 
Livy , ſaith Ludovicw Vivis, and I grant 
It the deſcription of an excellent Hiſtorian. 
Livy publiſhed his Hiſtory under Aw- 
guſins , and he died the 1Vth year of the - 
Reign of Tiberims, he writ CXL Books, 
G 4 (which 
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(which were in- the opinion of Petrarch , 
divided into Decades, not by himſelf, bur 
by the faſtidious Lazineſs of the Readers,) 
but of theſe there are onely XXXV Extanr, 
of which the three'firſt have: many 'things 


Dionyfius. 1n Common with Duony ſins Haliear. but de- 
Halicarnal- ſcribed with- that ſweerneſs, - and Elegance 


{Xus, 


Plurarch's 
E/22res. 


of Style, that the Reader can neyer repent 
the Repetition z - in the remaining VII 
Books of the firſt Decade ,\.this Authour 
brings down the Hiſtory to the 461 year 
after the building of Rome, and yet before 
our Reader proceeds, though perhaps he 
has attain'd a rich Hiſtory of the firſt 
times of the Romans, out of Dionyſiur 
Halicarnaſſeur, and the aforeſaid Books of 
Livy, yet in this place Plutarchs, Romulus, 
Nara Pompilius, Valerins Poplicola, Corio- 
lanus and Camillus , may not unprofitably 
be read ; not unprofitably did I ſay ? what 
is there in that Authour that cai be read 
without great advantage and reward ? eſ- 
pecially if he falls into the hands of a ſeri- 
ous Reader, that is apprehenſive and of an 
experienced Judgment ? 7 reaſures of Lear- 
ning, Wiſcdom and Hiſtory may be found 
in Plutarch, yea there arz ſome that aſſert 
that his Monuments, (I mean his Parallel 
Lives and Morals,) are the Libraries, or 
ColleCtions of all the ancient Hiſtorians 
or- rather Writers, and of all that have 
either ſpoken or done any thing honou- 
rably , rightly or wiſely , (whether they 
were Grecins or Kamans,) ſothat Theodorus 

WE > Gaza 
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Gaza anſwered not imprudently, when be- 
ing once asked what Authour he would 
chuſe, if he were to be deprived of all 0- 
thers, he replied , onely Plutarch, and 
therefore we ſo often already have, and 
hereafter ſhall recommend him tothe Rea- 
der, to be read by parts, every part in Its 


proper place. By parts (I ſay,) becauſe /n Nt. ad 


(as Lipſixs fſaith,) he did not ſo properly 
write an Hiſtory as certain Particles of 
Hiſtory, and appropriated to himſelf the 


Lives of Illnſtrious men, and yet here, (if zpjp. 4 
we may Acquieſce in the judgment of Cole- Stud. Polit. 


74us,) he obſerves all the Laws of Hiſtory, 
more than Sxeronizs, Or any other of thoſe 
that have written Lives ; however (in the 
opinian of Lipſius,) he truly deſerves a- 
bove all others, ro be ſtyled the Prince of 
Writers, who doth wonderfully form the judg- 
ment , and in a diffuſed and plain way of 
Writing, leads a man every where to Vertue 
and Prudence. N 


S'E'C T. 


Plutarch, 
Juſtin. 
Orofius. 


P. Diaco- 
nus. 


Polybius. 
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SE CT. XVII. 


The ſecond Decade of T. Livy, that is from 
the X*h ro the XXI Book 15 loſt ;, how and 
from whence the Hiftory may be ſupplied. 
Appianus Alexandrinus, what Learned 
men think of bim. SS. 


Ut to proceed, where we ſhould have 
gone on; in T. Livius the whole ſe- 
cond Decade, from his tenth Book, to his 
XXlth js loſt, to wit, the Hiſtory of LXX 
years, from the year of the City 461, to 
the year 531, in which ſpace of time, (be- 
ſides other very remarkable things,) the 
War with Pyrrhus King of Epirus, call'd 
the Tarentine War, the firſt Punich War, and 
the Lignſtich, HMlyrick and Galiican Wars, are 
faid to have happened ; for the ſupplying 
therefore this defeft, the arguments of 
theſe Books drawn by the Epitomizer of 
our Authour may be uſetull , and for the 
filling up , and enlarging the ſtory Plu- 
tarch's Pyrrhus, and the XVIIth, XVIlIrh, 
and XXll and XXIII Books of Fuſtin ; to 
theſe may be added 14 Chapters of the IV*b 
Book of Oroſius, who flouriſhed 4 15 years 
after Chrift, and the IV firſt Chapters of 
the third Book of Paulus Diaconus, his 
Hiſtoria Miſcella, who lived about 737 
years after Chriſt, and eſpecially the firſt 
and ſecond Books of Polybius, in which 


though we have not a full Hiſtory of _ 
[ 
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firſt Punick, War , yet we ſhall there find 
more of it than in all the Latine Hiſto- 
rians that are now Extant; and we may 
judge the fame of the Wars the Romans made 
with the Gals, inhabiting in Jraly. And 


here Plutarch's 2M. Marcellus , and Fabins Fabius 
Maximus may be taken in, who fought Maximus 
moſt Valiantly and ſuccesfully againft the 4. 17. 


Ligurians, and Ciſalpine Gals ;, and as they 
afterwards did in the ſecond Punick War 
againſt the C arthagineans , for Fabinxs firſt 
broke Hannibal with delays, and then , 
Marcellus taught the World , it was poſli- 
ble to beat him, as the Authour de Yirzs 


Illuftribus writes, Chap. 45. Laſtly, Foan- J- Zonaras. 


nes Zonaras may perhaps afford ſome aſ- 
ſiſtence for filling up this Gap in the Ro- 
man Hiſtory, who in the ſecond Tome of 
his Annals has given a ſhort account of the 
affairs of the Romans, from the building of 
the City to the Reign of Conſtantine the 


Great, and alſo Appianus Alexandrinus will Appianus. 
afford ſome help in his Punic's and —_ —_ 


A writer according to the cenſure 0 


Pho- Bibl. Od, 


tis, ſtudious of delivering the truth as far 57- 


as poſliblez a Diſcoverer of the Military 
Diſcipline above moſt others,.and he is one 
of thoſe who hath as in a Table repreſen- 
ted to us, the Provinces, Revenues, Armies, 
and in general, the deſcription of the 


whole Roman Empire, as Fohannes Bodinus Metbed. 
hath obſerved. And Foſephus Scaliger in b. 25 cafe 4+ 


his Animadverſions upon Euſebius, (vu 
pofeth him to have been a mere Child in 
Hiſtory 


Þ- 87 


Lb. x 
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Hiſtory,. or elſe that many things had been 
tack*d to 'his Syriac's by others; and the 
Learned Yoſſius aſhrms, he took many 
things from. Polybius, and uſeth to tragn- , 
ſcribe Plutarch word for word; and in 


. de truth Franc. Balduinus acknowledgeth that 


fiir. Hiſt. forme pallages. of Plutarch in his Craſſus 


concerning the Parthian War, are repea- 
ted in the Books of Appia- 


Both lived under Hadri-. us : but this is ſuppoſed to 


an, as Voſlius out of Pho- 
rjus, but Appian continu- 


. be done, 'not by Appian (who 


ed much Imger , and writ Was contemporary with Plu- 
ander Antoninus the Suc- tarch,) but .by ſome of his 


ceſſur of Hadrian. 


Titus L1- 


VIUsS. 


Tranſcribers, that they 
might fill up ſome Chaſme 
in his Commentaries. This Authour flou- 
riſhed in the/year of Chriſt, 123. 


SE C T--:XIX. 
I bere the remainino X XV Books of Livy are 


robe read ;, waat other Authours may con- 

rm or wluſtrate that Hiſtory ;, the nine 
laſt Decades and an half are intirely loſt, 
whence that loſs may be ſupply*d;, the _ 
ry of Saluſt commended, and alſo Czſar's 
Commentaries, by the Learned of the more 
ancient and of 'the later times. 


Oct Reader having thus furniſhed him- 
ſelf as well as he can, is now to pro- 
ceed to the XXI'" Book of T'. Livius, (that 

IS 
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is to the third Decade,) and let him go 
on, and diligently reade all that remain 
and are ſtill Extant, in order (that js two 
Decades and an half.) in which he will find 
2n uninterrupted Hiſtory of [VI years, to 
the year of Rome 587, but together with 
thoſe XX V Books of Livy, (for juſt ſoma- 
ny beſides the firſt Decade have eſcaped 
this common Shipwreck,) and beſides Plu- 
tarch's Fabius, and Marcellus already men- 
tioned, let the Reader alſo peruſe, his 
Hanmbal , Scipro Africanus , T. Quindius 
Flaminianus, Paullus eAmylixs and his Cato 
Major or Cenſorins, becauſe|every one of 
theſe flouriſhed in that interval of time, and 
Plutarch hath written their Lives very 
largely and clearly, and in them the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Roman aftairs- From the XLVth 
Book of Livy nine Decades and an half, 
(for he writ XIV Decades,) that is, 95 
Books are periſhed in that common and 
deplorable Shipwreck, that is, the Hiſtory 
of 157 years, to the Death of Draſins Ne- 
ro the * Son-in-Law of Auguſtus Ceſar, who «+ ;;, wa 
died whillt he was General in an Expedi- he Son of 
tion againſt the Germans beyond the Rhine, Livia, the 
Anno V.C. 744. The. Contents of theſc o_-_ of Aus: 
Books are yet Extant, colleCted by the be- 31 9 
fore mentioned Epiromizer ; for the im #H4;band. 
provement of which after Plutarch*s Cato 

Major follow his two Gracchi”s, Marius, 

Scylla, Cato Minor ,or Uricenſis , Sertorias, 
Lucullus, Pompejus Magnus , and Marcus 

Brutus to be read every one in his time, 

and 


Plurarch. 
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and with them let the Reader 


Saluſtius and Czlar's take in Saluſtixs his Frugurtbine 


[it li Commentaries , both theſe 


14; Ih eſpecially the latter rarel 
114 
| 


the Catilinarian Conſpiracy, 


done, lib. 14. and Ceſar's Commentaries, 


which Authours Antiquity 
accounted amongſt the principal Hiltori- 
ans, Saleftins was famous about 44 years 
before Chriſt, Anno Y. C. 707. And Ouin- 

eil5anus hath compared him with Thucyds- | 
des;, Tacitxs calls him the moſt florid writer 
of the Romax Hiſtory ; he is call'd by Har- 
rial the Epigrammatiſt , Criſpus the firſt of all 
che Roman Hiſtorians, whereupon Colerus 
writeth thus to Staniſlaus Zelenins ; Con- 
ſider (faith he) that by the teſtimony of the 
Ancients themſelves , there was in Saluſt all 
thoſe Endowments that make a perfett Hiſts- 
74an; and afterwards, you can repeat the 
Catilinarian Conſpiracy by heart , but to no 
purpoſe, if you do not well conſider that man's 
profound knowledge in publick affairs , which 
be bath diſcoveredeven inthat very ſmall Book; 
and be wrote the Jugurthine War with no 
leſs Art, and his two * E- 


* And yet it is nt a- piftles co Cxſar, concer- 


a urns polymers ning the ſetling the publick, af- 


are his or no. 


fairs; do they not even ſeem 
to have fallen from Heaven ? 
and Fuſtus Lipſms ſaith thus of him, If 
were left ro me, I ſhould inthis Catalogue not 
doubt to chuſe Saluſtius for preſident of the 
Senate of Hiſtorians; and as to Ceſar's 
Commentaries, who eyer thought they did 
not 
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not deſerve the higheſt- Commendation, 

and to be read by young men with 'the 7, p-u, 
utmoſt care? Cicero averr'd that they 

were very much to be approved. Anus 
Hertius ſaith they were to be a4mir'd ;, they , 

. nPref 1.3. 
are ſaith he ſo much approved by the judgment ,,, 
of all, that they rather ſeem to have preven- Gay, 
red the need of another writer, than to have 
afforded him an aſſiſtence or occaſion ; and yet 
(as he goes on.) my wonder here exceeds that 
of all others, for they onely know how well and 
Correlly be bath written them, but I know 
with what facility and quickneſs he did it. 

But what ſay the Criticks of our Age ? 


they do not much leſs eſteem it. The fa- 

monus Voſſixs thas expreſſeth himſelf; be 5s Lib. r. de 
a pare and Elegant Writer , and moſt accn- Hiſt. Lat. 
rate in the ſtrutture of his words, and glides © 5 
along like a pleaſant quiet River, and 3s pol:- 

tick and grave in his Sentences , tn which he 
excelleth Xenophon, though in the reſt he is 

not much unlike him ;, and a little after, 7: 

truth here is a great plenty of great and uſefull 

things, which he that neglefts to pleaſe himſelf 

in the interim, with the Elegance of the words, 

is leſs wiſe than Children, who do not ſo de- 

light themſelves with the Leaves of Trees, as 

#0 deſpiſe their excellent Fruit. The piece 

of the African War, whether it be Ceſar's, 

or Oppius, or Hirtizs that writ it, is pre- 

ferr'd by Colerus before all the reſt ; that 

work (faith he) ſurpaſſeth the reſt, not onely 

in Bloud and Colour, but in ſtrength alſo and 
Nerves: Princes and Souldiers have wes it 
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mhat they may reade and prattiſe, or rather 
admire; for who can imitate Czlar? Fuſtus 
Lipſius differs ſomewhat from theſe two 
concerning - Ceſar's Commentaries, and 
thus he writes; of thoſe Hiſtorians that are 
Extant, C. Czſar 5s moſt praiſed, if as an 
Elegant Narratour, I willingly aſſent, for the 
Style of that man is truly pure, adorned but 
without Paint, or force, and worthy either 
the Attick or Roman Muſe ; but if as a per- 
fe Hiſtorian, I ſay I doubt, becauſe in his 
Civil Hiſtory, ſome doubt of bis Fidelity, and 
the third requiſite in a good Hiſtorian , the 
Moral and Politick part *s altogether warn- 
ting in him, and therefore Czſar who was no 
undervaluer of himſelf, gave them the Title of 
Commentaries, and not of Hiſtories, and 
even for this he deſerved true praiſe , becauſe 


he deſpiſed the falſe. 
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SEC TI. XxX 
f Dion Caſſius and his Hiſtory, how many 


' - Books he wrote , how many of them have pe- 
riſhed, and how great the loſs is 1, how de- 
ſervedly Vellejus Paterculus reputed one 
of the beſt Writers ;, his Vertues are ſhewn 
and his faults not diſſembled : A tranſition 
” the Writers of the times of the C#- 

ars. 


Frer Platarch's Lucullus, the remain- pj,n Caf: 

ders of Dion Caſſius Or Coccejus May fius, he 
be taken in alſo, who is deſervedly repu- fourihhed 
ted one of the beſt Hiſtorians; they begin ** *#* zear 
with the aCftions of QOuintus Metellus in —_ | 
Creet , Anno V. C. 686, then they expreſs 
the great enterpriſes of Pompey, beginning 
with the Pyrarick War, and ſo continue 
down the Roman Hiſtory, to the Death of 
Claudius Ceſar, Anno V. C. 806. In truth 
Dion wrote LXXX Books of Hiſtory, be- pp, ris 
ginning with the Arrival of eneas In Ira- C14. 71. 
ly, and the building of Alba and Rome, 
and ſo went on without any interruption, 
ending in the Slaughter of Heliogabalus, 
Anno V. C. 973, Chriſti 221 , but the firſt 
XX XIV Books are loſt, the next following 
AXV are Extant, and thoſe that ſucceeded 
theſe again are loſt; how great the loſs of 
theſe LV Books is, will eaſily appear to any 
man from what is ſpoken of him by Fokn 
Bodinu ;, conſidering (faith he,) thats Dion 

H 


ſpene 


WI OP gy WE OO EPS CO M6 "IPA: 


ha Po 


The Method and Order 


ſpent his whole life in managing publick aff airs, 

and by all the inferionr degrees of Honours, 

aroſe to that _ as to be twice made Con- 

ſul, and after that being Proconſul, Gover- 

ned ſome Provinces to his great honour, joy- 

ning a great knowledge and experience toge- 

ther who can doubt whether he ts to be placed 

among ft the beſt writers of Hiſtory ? in truth 

he gathered together very accurately the order 

of the Aſſemblies of Stare, and the Rights of 

the Roman Magiſtrates ;, he w the onely per- 

ſon who hath given an account of the Conſecra- 

tion or Deifying of their Princes , and Di- 

wnlged their Arcana imperil, ſecrets of State, 

# Tacitus calls them, for he was a diligent 

ſearcher into the publick, Councils, Or if our 

Reader deſireth to go a ſhorter way, and 

to reade the reſt of the Hiſtory where Livy 

Vellejus fails, twiſted in one thread as itwere ; YVel- 
Patercu- Jerz25 Paterculns may very well be admitted, 
Jus. Who flouriſhed under Tiberins Ceſar, as he 
. himſelfteſtifieth, Anno Chrifti 279. Aclear 
— aq xplainer of the ancient Hiſtory, cloſe and of 
Vell. a great efficacy ,, and Aldus Minutins ſpeaks 
thus of him, he 5 boneſt and true, till thou 
comeft to the Cxlars, where he # not every 
where faithful, for through flattery he con- 
ccals or covers many things, yea and plainly tells 
them otherwiſe than they were, yet he expreſſeth 
himſelf every where, with a certain facil and 
flewing Eloquence. Juſtus Lipſins thus ſpeaks 
of him, nothing can flow with greater purity 
and ſweetneſs than his Style ; he compre- 
hends the Antiquities of the Romans , wm 
0 


of Reading Hiſtories, 
ſo much brevity and perſpicuity, that (if 


he were extant intire,) there is no other | 


that is equal to him, and he does commend 
the illuſtrious Perſons he names, with a certain 
exalted Oratory, and worthy of ſo great a 
man, as Fohannes Bodinus faith ; it 1s come 
monly conceived and agreed, that his Com- 
pendium of the Roman Hiſtory is contained 
in two Books, but we have onely ſome 
ſhreds of his firſt Book , as Rhenanus calls 
them, but if the Reader begins with the 
1x'> Chapter of the Graterian Edition, he 
will find the Hiſtory intire , from the 
Conquelt of Perſeus King of the Aacedoni- 
ans, tothe XVI year of the Reign of T;- 
berius Ceſar, and he may all along as he 
pleaſes, joyn the Lives I haye mentioned q- 
bove, in their order with Yellejus, to en- 
large the Hiſtory, and ſo he may paſs on 
to the Writers of the Ceſariar times. 


*& The Authour having in the end of the 
«© XVIlI*h Section, made onely a ſhort men- 
© tion of Appianus Alexandrinus, | think it 
** not amiſs here to give ſomewhat a larger 
© account of him, becauſe there Is an ex- 


© cellent Verſion of his Works in Engliſh, 


© whereas Dion Caſſixs to my knowledge 
*© was never tranſlated into our Lan- 
* guage. 

'* Henry Stephens in his Dedicatory E- 
<« piſtle before Appianus, calls him the 
*© Companion of Dion Caſſius, and ſaith that 
© theſe two were of great uſe to all thoſe 
| H 2 * who 
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© who defired to know the flouriſhing times 
& of the Roman Common-wealth, and to 
& underſtand many paſlages in C:cero and 
© others, concerning the State of the Ro- 
© man Republick, for thoſe Latine Hiſtori- 
« ans who have come down to us, cannot ſo 
& well ſatisfic their Thirſt as Dion and Ap- 
& pianus, but if they do not leave their Rea- 
<* der wholly Thirſty, yet we cannot deny 
6 but he will remain very unſatisfied. And 
« 2 little after, ſaith he, I ſhall mention a- 
* nother thing in which he is the Compa- 
* nion of Den , that is, he relates not a 
& few things that concern the change of 
« the Roman State , and the inſtitution of 
* their Princes, and there is one thing in 
& which he excells Dor, and all the other 
« Hiſtorians, which is his aſcribing thoſe 
* miſeries which are attributed by all the 
<< reſt to Fortune, to the Providence of 
*« God; thus far that Learned man ſpeaks 
* of him. 

« Voſſius ſaith, he writ the Roman Hiſto- 
* ry in XXIV Books, beginning at eAneas, 
«and the taking of Troy, but with great 
© brevity till the times of Romulus, and 
*© then he wrote more accurately of all the 
* ſucceeding times till Auguſtus, adding 
* ſome things here and there to the Reign 
« of Trajan, but then the manner of his 
* dividing his Works, and the Titles and 
* Arguments of his Books may be beſt 
* Learned (faith he,) from Phorius and 
* from his own Preface; of this yaſt work 
cc We 


of Reading Fliſtories. 
« we have now extant nothing but his Pu- 
© nick, Syrian, Parthian, Mithrida'ich , 
& Therian and Illyrian Wars , and 5 Books 
« of the Civil Wars of the Romans, and a 
hos fragment of the Celtickh or German War. 

&« Henry Stephens prefers him alſo before 
* Dion Caſſius, and all the reſt of the Hi- 
« ſtorians, becauſe he reduced his Hiſtory 
*© into certain Claſſes, that though the 
<« whole wasa Roman Hiſtory , yet the va- 
<« riety of the Titles which he placed be- 
« fore each Book, ſeemed to promile the 
« Reader a kind of new Subject, and by 
<« that hope alured him to proceed, not to 
<© mention ſaith he how much more eaſily 
<« any thing ſought after, may be found in 
<« this method of Writing ; in this Aypia- 
© 24s has been very ingentouſly imitated 
* by Dr. Howell in his late Learned Univer- 
* fal Hiſtory. 

* Photius gives this account of Appianus 
© his Hiſtory of the Civil Wars of the Ro- 
& nans ;, theſe things are ſaith he contained 
© in them, firſt the Wars betwixt Marius 
** and Sylla, then thoſe betwixt Pompey and 
& Fulius Ceſar, who contended againſt each 
© other, and fought many great Battels, 
*©rill fortune favouring Ceſar , Pompey 
* turn'd his back and fled; then the Wars 
© of Antonius and Oftavius Ceſar, who was 
« afterwards call'd Auguſtus againſt the 
** Murtherers of the firſt Ceſar, in which 
« many of the greateſt Romans were, con- 
* trary to all Laws and Juſtice, proſcribed 
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« and Murthered; then the Wars betwixt 
« Antonius and Auguſtus themſelves, who 
« had ſeveral ſharp Fights to the deſtruQi- 
&« on of great Agmies, till at laſt Vitory 
<« ſmiling upon Auguſtus, Antonius fled in- 
« to Eyypt, having loſt his Army, and 
« there Murthered himſelf, which being 
©« the laſt Book of the Civil Wars, ſhews 
<* alſo how Auguſtus took in Egypr, and 
* the Common-wealth of Rome became a 
«© Monarchy under Auguſt s. , 

* He gives us alſo this account of the 
« Authour. Appianuws was by Birth an 
« Alexandrian., and at firſt a Pleader of 
« Cauſes at Rome , afterwards he was a 
« Pref«& or Governour of ſome Provinces 
< under the Emperours ; his Style is mo- 
« derate and reſtrain'd , but as far as is 
& poſſible he is a lover of truth, and an 
<« exact relatour of Military Diſcipline , 


. * apt to'put Life into the deſponding Soul- * 


© diery, and to appeaſe them when enra- 
* ged, and well able to deſcribe and imi- 
< tate any paſſion. . He flouriſhed in the 
<< Reigns of Trajan and Adrian; thus far 
& Photius ſpeaks of him. 

* That which prevailed upon me chiefly 
* to inſert this Addition in this place, was 
« Appianus his Hiſtory of the Civil Wars 
& in V Books written with great Clearneſs, 
« Elegance and Accurateneſs: In which 


. © beginning with the Gracchian Sedition, 


&« about the Agrarian Laws, A.V. C. 622, 
** or there abouts, and continuing it down 
ee * through 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
<* through all the various Seditions and 
« Civil Wars of the Romans, to the Death 
&« of Pompey the younger, Anno Y, C. 718. 
« which was but five years before the fatal 
& Battel of Aﬀtium, and Auguſtus his ſettle- 
«* ment in the Empire, a ſtory that is not 
& writ at large, and intirely by any other 
<« but this Authour and D:on Caſſins, and Is 
« one of the beſt Supplements, that is ex- 
< tant of the laſt Books in the end of L:vy, 
© and one of the beſt Introductions too, to 
6 the Hiſtory of the C2/ars, and is one of 
© the molt lively Repreſentations that is 
© to be found in any Hiſtory of the diſfor- 
« ders of Common-wealths, and the miſe- 
* ries that attend great changes in Govern- 
* ments, and ſo of great uſe in this our 
© unſetled Age. 


© It is certain this Hiſtory has loſt its 
<«< end, for Photius gives an account that it 
* reached much lower down in his times 


& than it doth novz. 


K# © Thereis now in the Preſs an ex- 
* cellent Hiſtory of theſe times, written 
© Originally4n French, but made Englith, 
* wherein all theſe Greek and Latine Hi- 
. * ſtorians which have related the Hiſtory 
** of this great change in the Roman State, 
© arereduced into one Elegant body. 1n- 
*© exruled the Hiſtory of the firſt and ſecond 
& Triumvirate. Printed for Charles Brome. 
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SECT. ' XXL 


The Hiſtory of the Czſars 5s firſt ro be fetch. 

ed from Suetonius and Tacitus ; the great 
Honour ſhewn to both of them by the teſt:- 
monies of very Learned men; the judg- 
ment of the moſt famous Criticks concer- 
ning Tacitus varioms or rather contrary ;, 
Light afforded both to Suctonius and T a- 


citus by Dion Caſſius. 


Suetonius. S to the Writers of the Ceſarian times, 
let the Reader begin with Saeronive 

Tranquilles , a moſt correct and candid 

In firms, Writer, as Vopiſcus ſtiles him. He flou- 
C. I. riſhed under 7rajan and Adrian, Anno 
Spartia. in Chriſts, 127, and was Secretary tO Trajar : 
Adriano. he was an latimate friend to Pliny Secundus, 
c- 11- andhe deſerved his eſteem , being as Pliny 
Lib.ro.Ep. faith in a Letter to Trajan, an honeſt, ſincere 
95. Learned man. And thence I conclude that 
the Teſtimonies of the later Criticks con- 

cerning him are true ,, as that of Ludovi- 

Lib. 5.de cus Viv ;, Suetonins tis the moſt diligent and 
Frad. Ofc. impartial of all the Greek or Latine Writers, 
he ſeems to me to have written the Lives of 

the XII C.fars with great Integrity, becauſe 

he conceals not the Vices or ſuſpicions of Vices 

in the very beſt Princes, nor does he diſſemble 

Epiſt. de the Colours of wertue in the worſk. Colerus 
Stud, Fi. doth almoſt follow Y:ivis, as to the main, 
and then adds ſomething as to his Style : 

Hu Style (ſaith he) # ſhort and Nervous , 


and 


«4 al a. a z, ww % _ ta ou fam. .,. a 53> Hh tt. tain oc um ed «a od "© well vp. a Y' cr. +> _ a en WW 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
and no man has more dilioently intermixt the 
pablick Rites, he is moſt corrett and candid, 
and not obnoxious to any man, for whoever 
wrote the tempers or humours, and manners of 
Princes with a preater freedom ? Conrtiers 
and Stateſmen may from hence reap much ad- 
vantage, and may alſo from Suetonius at the 
ſame time learn to deteſt flattery. And with 
Suetonins Trangquillus, the Reader may admit 
Tacitus an Hiſtorian of a great and ſharp 
judgment, who wrote of the ſame times 
with Swetonirs ; the Criticks ſay he had a 
new, conciſe and ſententious way of wri- 
ting , but as to the uſe and utility of his 
Hiſtory - they vary, or it may be rather 
hight each againſt other. uſt Lipſinus the 
Prince of the Criticks thus expreſ- 
ſeth himſelf; an uſefull and a great writer, 
and who ought to be in their hands, who bave 
the ſteering of the Common-wealth and Go- 
vernment ; and again, a ſharp Writer and 
very prudent, and who if ever may be very 
nſefull in the bands of men, in theſe times and 
Scenes of affairs; he doth not recite the 
V itories of Hanibal , almoſt fatal to the 
Romans, nor the ſpecions death of Lucretia, 
nor the Prodioies of the foretellers , or the 
prediftions of the Etruſcans, and the like 
which are apter to pleaſe than inſtruft the Rea- 
der. Letevery one in him conſider the Courts 
of Princes, their private Lives , Counſels, 
Commands, Attions, and from the apparent 
Stmilitude that 1s betwixt thoſe times and 
ours , let them expett the like Events ; you 

| ſhall 


195 


pI , 


Tacitus. 


Ep.ad.Ord. 
Batav. 


Ad Max. 
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any Cauſe that our Centaurs and Ruſticks 
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ſhall find under Tyranny, Flattery and Infor- 
mers, Evils too well known in our times, no- 
thing ſimple and ſincere, and no true fidelity 
even amongſt Friends ;, frequent accuſations 
of Treaſon, the onely fanlt of thoſe who had 
10 fault; the Deſtruftion of great men in 
heaps, and a Peace more cruel than any War. 
I confeſs the greateſt part of bs Hiſtory us 
fall of unpleaſant and | ſorrowfull Accidents, 
bat then let us ſuppoſe what was ſpoken by the 

ing Thraſea, ſpoken to every one of wa; 

oung man, conſider well, and though I im- 
plore the Gods to avert the Omen, yet you 


are born in thoſe times that require the well 


fixing your mind by Examples of Conſtan- 
Cy. To thu may be added bus Style, which s by 
#0 means ſordid or vulrar , but diftinguiſhed 
with frequent and unexpetted Sentences, which 
a man cannot conjetture whence thry ſhould be 
derived, which for thetr truth and Renky may 
be compared to Orzcles; to conclude, be us 8 
wonderfull Writer, and does moſt ſeriouſly doe, 
what he ſeems not to make by buſineſs at ak, 
for it 1s not onely a Hiſtory, but a Garden and 
Seminory of Precepts. Colerws follows here 
the Judgment of Lipſias, and thus he 
writes, we eſteem the Fudgment of Lipſius s 
equal to Tacitus ; thou thinkeſt, and that ſe- 
r10uſly, of the Court and Palaces? us I love 


thee, lock a little ſeriouſly tn Tacitus, into 


the fortune of Conrtiers, and the gemus of 
Princes. Let Cornelius be always by thy 


fide, that true Court Companion; nor us t 
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ſhould affright thee from him, who pretend that 
theſe repreſentations are too ancient , and no- 
thing like our manners and times. I ſay it 
nothing ſo, there s the ſame Play ſtill upon 
the Stage, the ſame wertnes , the ſame wices 
are Reatted, onely the Aftours are changed, 
ontly here wants a Learned and a wiſe Specta- 
four. Iſaac Caſaubon, a perſon admired 
for his Learning and Vercue, here goes 


quite. againſt the Judgments of Lip/:ws , 


and Colerus , for where he compares the 
other Hiſtorians with his Polyb:us, he af- 
firms of Tacitus, that rf his fortune had not 
deprived him of a Subjei: worthy of his facul- 
ties, he might have equalld any of the moſt 
excellent Greek or Latine H:ſforians, bur 
ſuch times (faith he,) fell under his Pen, efpe- 
cially in his Annals; as there were never any 
more polluted with vices cor more deſtitute of, or 
enraged againſt all Vertues > then comparing 
more particularly the matrer of the Hi- 
ſtory of Polzbius and Tacitus together , 
he concludes thus, Ie can eaſily excuſe 
Tacitus, but mot thoſe who prefer this Au- 
thour before all the other Hiſtorians , and a- 
ver that he us tobe frequently read by Stateſ- 
men , and the onely one from whom Princes, 
and their Councellours ſhould take rules for the 
Government of Common-wealths. Now if we 
would expoſe the abſurdity of this Opinion, it 
would not be difficult to prove, that thoſe who 
think, ſo, accuſe our preſent Princes of Ty- 


ranny, or would manifeſily teach them the _ 


principles of Tyranny ; for what can be more 
pern- 


I07 


Dion Ca(- 
ſius. 
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pernicious (eſpecially to a young man,) than 
the reading of thoſe Annals? for as good ex. 
amples when they are frequently in ſight im- 
prove 4 man, Without his obſervation , ſo ill 
Examples burt us, for by little and little t 
ſink into our minds, and have the effeft of Pre. 
cepts , being often read or heard; but to 

roceed, our Reader will better appre- 

end, and more clearly underſtand both 
Suetonius and Tacitus, if he has firſt read 
Dion Caſſius whom I mentioned before, 
and of this opinion Colerus is alſo; thoy 
wouldeſt better underſtand Suetonius and Ta- 
Citus, let then Dion lead the way. 1 would 
bave thee know this, that he ts h onely At 
thour , who has given us the famous and Pa 
litick oration of M2cenas ro Auguſtus, which 
is worth all the reſt of the Hiſtories , and he 
has alſo the ſplendid oration of Agrippa #0 
him , in other things and relations he hath 
not wholly eſcaped the ſuſpicion of falſe: 
bood. | 

v 
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TEST. XX 4 


The Paſſave to the reſt of the Writers of the 
Auguſtane Story how to be made, viz. 
Spartianus , . Capitolinus, Vulcatius , 
and the other Authours, who are not to be 
lightly eſteemed, the Judgment of Juſtus 
Lipſius «pon them, and alſo of Caſaubon ; 
Herodian, to be read in his place with 
them :, how far theſe Authours have brought 
the Hiſtory , and that . amongſt them Au- 
relius Victor, and Pomponius Lztus, 


are to be admitted. 

frm being thus expedited, if the Rea- 
der pleaſe to take in the Lives of 

Nerva Coccejus, and Trajan, two moſt 

excellent Princes out of Au- 


relius Viltor, Xuphilin, or a- Spartianus , Lampridi- 
ny other of the Writers of 5,44 —— flok- 
_ r Conſt antius 
ho . , orus, Ann Ch, 298. 
and Capitolinus ' his Antonte Vulcarius under "<9 


nus will immediately follow in. fian, Anno Chrijti. 235. 


; . ; ſed 
Lives; Spartian's, Adrian , rolling 


their order, and all the reſt 

of the Emperours, whoſe Lives and Ai- 
ons are written by thoſe ſix Writers of the 
Auguſtane Story, not ſo Elegantly as truly, 
and were lately put out accurately , amen- 
ded and illuſtrated by Iſaac Caſaubon, the 
immortal glory of this laſt Age ; and Clau- 
dius Salmafius a man Learncd to a Miracle 
in the ancient Learning : and although 


Caſper Barthins proſecutes theſe Authours, 4+. 
with 1.25.c.16. 
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with a mean and flight Teſtimony , and 
aihirms, that the Latine Tongue was be- 
come 'deformed, in the very ages of Theo- 
doſins and Zuſtinian ;, yet I would not haye 
any man thence conclude , that he ſhall 
gain ſmall advantage by the reading of 
them : let him rather hear 7uſtus Lipſons, 
and Caſaubon's Judgment of th:m, of 
which the firſt thus briefly; One Writer # 
5p for one purpoſe, and another for ano- 
ther ;, Spartianus, Lampridius , Capitolinus 
and Vylcatius, and the reſt of the Writers 
of the ſecond form, have indeed not much E- 
loquence ;, bnt it 15 poſſible to extract out of them 
a vaſt plenty of Antiquities, and of the forgot- 
ten Cuſtomes. The latter is yet more large 
in their Commendations ; The reading of 
theſe Authours (ſaith he,) 1s not onely uſefull 
but neceſſary for all men, but eſpecially for dl 
thoſe who are Studious of the ancient man- 
ners and Hiſtory, and eſpecially for thoſe whe 
love the Roman Ciwil Law. For how 
things will you find diſperſed in the 
Work, , which belong properly to the ſtudy of 
Law ? how often 1s it there ubſerved, that 4 
new Law was introduced , or an ancient Lan 
abrogated ? that 1 may not mention this , that 
5f it were not for theſe Writers , many of tht 
great Civilians , nhoſe names and fragment 
are extant in the PandeCts , would bave been 
altogether unknown to us , not ta mention alſo 
the Style, which is common with theſe At: 
thours , to the ancient Lawyers ;, in ſhort , 
what eſteem ought we to have for the Ng 
2tcers 


_— 
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Letters of ſo many Princes, ſo many grave 
Decrees of the Senate, and ſo many other pub- 
lick Monuments, tranſcribed ont of the Ca- 
binets of the Czfars , out of the Ats or Re- 
giſters of the Senate and People , or out of I 
know not what other ſecret and concealed Re- 
cords ? or whom will you aſſign out of all the 
number of the ancient Wruers , to whom we 
are indebted for a like Fidelity or Induſtry ? 
nor ought I to paſs by thoſe Learned, and not 
far fetched but Domeſtick Digreſſions, with 
which theſe Books are inriched as with ſo many 
ſtndds of true and Radiant purple in very ma- 
ny places; thus far Caſaubon. Theſe Hi- 
ſtorians will furniſh the Reader with the 
Hiſtory , (if the Chronologers deceive me 
not,) of an Hundred Sixty and Seven years, 
it is however certain, they will give him 
the names of LXX and upwards, who in 
the courſe of theſe times, by right or 
injury obtained the name of Emperour or 
Ceſar. The Lives of ſome- of which alſo 


IIZL 


are written in VIII Books, by Herodian an Herodian. 


Authour of good Judgment, Diſcreetly and 
Elegantly ; therefore if the Reader pleaſe 


Herodian 
flouriſhed, 
Anno. Chr: 


to joyn him to the other fix Writers of the ,,,. 


Lives, in his due time he will have a fuller, 
and more illuſtrious Hiſtory of Commodus 
the Emperour., and of the other ſeven that 
ſucceeded him, to the Gordians; for he 
will find in that Writer, a great variety 
of both things and men, and frequent ex- 
amples of Fortune's Frowns and Smiles, 
as ſhe is eyer changing ; and he will ob- 
ſerve 
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with a mean and flight Teſtimony , and 
aihrms, that the Latine Tongue was be- 
come deformed, in the very ages of Theo- 
doſins and Juſtinian ;, yet I would not haye 
any man thence conclude , that he ſhall 
gain ſmall advantage by the reading of 
them : let him rather: hear 7uſtus Lipſons, 
and Caſaubon's Judgment of th:m, of 
Which the firſt thus briefly; One Writer « 
uſefull for one purpoſe, and another for ano- 
ther ;, Spartianus, Lampridius, Capitolinus 
and Vylcatius, and the reſt of the Writers 
of the ſecond form, have indeed not much E- 
loquence ;, bnt it 15 poſſible to extrat out of them 
a vaſt plenty of Antiquities, and of the forgot- 
ten Cuſtomes. The latter is yet more large 
in their Commendations ; The reading of 
theſe Authours (ſaith he,) ts not onely uſefull 
but neceſſary for all men, but eſpecially for dl 
thoſe who are Studious of the ancient man- 
ners and Hiſtory, and eſpecially for thoſe wha 
love the Roman Cewil Law. For how 

things will you find diſperſed in the 

Work, , which belong properly to the ſtudy of 
Law ? how often 1s it there obſerved, thats 
new Law was introduced ,, or an ancient Lai 
abrogated ? that I may not mention this , that 
5f it were not for theſe Writers , many of tht 
great Civilians , nhoſe names and fragments 
are extant in the Pandects , would bave been 
altogether unknown to us , not to mention alſo 
the Style, which is common with theſe At 
thours , to the ancient Lawyers ;, in ſhort , 
what eſteem ought we to have for the excellewt 
Letters 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
Letters of ſo many Princes, ſo many grave 
Decrees of the Senate, and ſo many other pub- 
lick Monuments, tranſcribed out of the Ca- 
binets of the Czfars , out of the Afts or Re- 
giſters of the Senate and People , or out of I 
know not what other ſecret and concealed Re- 
cords ? or whom will you aſſign out of all the 
number of the ancient Wruers , to whom we 
are indebted for a like Fidelity or Induſtry ? 
nor ought I to paſs by thoſe Learned , and not 
far fetched but Domeſtick Digreſſions, with 
which theſe Books are inriched as with ſo many 
ſtndds of true and Radiant purple in very ma- 
ny places; thus far Caſaubon. Theſe Hi- 
ſtorians will furniſh the Reader with the 
Hiſtory , (if the Chronologers deceive me 
not,) of an Hundred Sixty and Seven years, 
it is however certain, they will give him 
the names of LXX and upwards, who in 
the courſe of theſe times, by right or 
injury obtained the name of Emperour or 
Ceſar. The Lives of ſome of which alſo 


III 


are written in VIII Books, by Herodian an Herodian. 
Authour of good Judgment, Diſcreetly and Herodian 


Elegantly ; therefore if the Reader pleaſe 


flouriſhed, 
Anno. Chr, 


to joyn him to the other fix Writers of the ,,,. 


Lives, in his due time he will have a fuller, 
and more illuſtrious Hiſtory of Commodus 
the Emperour. and of the other ſeven that 
ſucceeded him, to the Gordians; for he 
will find in that Writer, a great variety 
of both things and men, and frequent ex- 
amples of Fortune's Frowns and Smiles, 
as ſhe is cyer changing ; and he will ob- 
ſerve 


— 
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ſerve ſtrange and wonderfull Counſels, 
and-unexpected Events ; he will find as oc. 
caſion ſerves grave Sentences, anda ſtyle 


Politian. in full both of dignity and ſweetneſs; to con- 
pref.ad In- Clude ,, he will find plenty of neceſſary Uten- 
noc.8.Pont. ils for the improvement of his /Aanners, and 


as it were the Looking-Glaſs of Humamty , 
which he may inſpeft all his Life time , and 
from whence he may draw inſtruttions for the 
better management of publick or private af- 
fairs. Let him then reade this Authour 
Either in Greek or Latine, for I know not 
Whether Herodian deſerves more Honour, 
who in ' his own Language flows with a 
plentyfult vain, or Politian who has tran- 
{lated -him ſo happily, that he doth not 
ſeem ſo much to have rendered as writ 
that Hiſtory. However theſe ſix Writers 
the lait of which is Yopiſcas, who is yet 
learned and accurate beyond any of the 
reſt , will bring the Reader to the thoy- 
ſand thirty and ſixth year after the building 
of Rome, that 1s to the Death of Carinus 
Ceſar, who with Numerianus is ſaid to 
have reigned or affefted the Empire af- 
ter Carus ; It 1s to be confeſs'd that in this 
Series which theſe ſix Writers of Lives 
have left us, there is a gap betwixt Gordia- 
us the third , and Yalentinian the Empe- 
rour ; for Yalerianus did not ſucceed im- 
mediately after Gord:an, but firſt the two 
Philipps, and to them the Deciz ;, and then 
Vibinus Gallus, with his Son Yoluſranus, 
then eAmylianus Libycus, who was imme- 
diately 


re 
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diately ſucceeded by YValerianw; and the 
Learned Caſaubon reckons ſome others, to In Not. ad 
the number of Fifteen, between Ceſars and Trevell. 
Emperours, within the ſpace of ne, or at *%) 
molt tex years, none of whoſe Names are 
mention*d any where in theſe Writers; a 

ſupply is therefore ro be made of this de- 

fect from Aurelius Vi&or, a diſcreet and He fouriſh- 
prudent Writer, of whom Ammianus ar- - Anno 
cellinus ſaith, That for his ſobriety be s = : 
much to be commended ;, and Caſaubon calls !. 21.c. 18, 
his ſmall Piece of the Lives of the Empe- Un Wor. Az, 
rours, An Elevant Diſcourſe : -or from ##/- Au- 
Pomponius Letus, A Man ( for the Age in —__ 
which he Wrote ) rarely acquainted with An- Miſcel. c. 
tiquities and good Learnigg, and very conſpi- 73- 

Cuous amone fÞ the moſt Excellent Wits of his 

time; Who hath Written a Compendinm of paylus Jo- 
the Koman Hiſtory, from the death of Gor- vius Ely, 
dian the younger, a little beyond the time 4 

of the death of Heraclizs. This Authour 
_— about the = after Chriſt 1483.11 

thu Hiſtory of the Czlars you may reade man 

things whith Jo not to be nd ;6 any of > —_ - 
Hiſtorians , which for the moſt part he ex- lib. 3.c. 8. 
ratted from the Ancient Panegyriſts. 
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SES 1. ANT 


After the times of Conſtamtius Chlorus,and a 
little before, the Hiſtory ſeems a little per- 
plex'd, eſpecially in the Latin Writers, Eu- 
ſebius, Zoſimus and Zonaras. will render 
it more plain; of Zoſimus and Zonaras,and 
their Writings ;, and alſo Jornandes and 
Ammianus Marcellinus, who s here to be 
Read ; the Opinion of Lipſius and Baldni- 
nus the Lawyer concerning him. 


Bt becauſe the Hiſtory of thoſe times is 
yery confuſed ( eſpecially if we con- 
ſalt none but Latin Writers) to the Suc- 
ceſlion of Conſtantine's Children. It will 
well requite the trouble, to ſeek aſliſtence 
from the Greek Authours, Exſebins, Zoſi- 
mus, Zonaras, or {ome other Authour ; as 
well in relation to the aforeſaid Empe- 
rours,, as alſo to them that follow Diocleſ#- 
an, Conſtantins Chlorus, Galerins and Conſt an- 
tine the Great, whoſe Hiſtories may be thus 
illuſtrated : For in this Age Exſebins flou- 
riſhed, under orſt.atine and his Children , 
about the year of Chriſt 325. and for his 
great Learning and Extraordinary Know- 
ledge of Hiſtory, was very famous ; of 
whom more will be ſpoken when we come 
to the Church-Hiſtorians. | 


Since the death of our Authour, 
there has becn publiſhed, firſt by 


_ Baluzins 
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Baluzius,a Learned Frenchman z and 
ſince that at Oxon, a Hiſtory of all 
the Koman Emperours , from the 
20th year of the Reign of Drocle- 
fian, Anno Chriſti 353. to the year 
313. Which was the 7th year of the 
Reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
Written by Lucius Calins Lattanti- Lattantius, 
| 1s, and ftiled, De mortibus perſecu- 
torum : I his Authour was contcm- 
porary with Eufebins, and ws I u- 
tour to C rſpus, one of the Ch-id ion 
of Conſtantine thie Great ; and 1h meh 
this Hiſtory is of bui 2 ſhort }j,:ce 
| of time, yet it gives a great light 
| to the moſt intricate part of thaT 
Hiſtory, and 1s of great credit, as 
being Written by a Perſon of great 
fidelity, who was an Eyc-witueſs of 
all thoſe Tranſactions, and a very 
Elegant Writer. 


| Zoſimus Writ the declenſion of the Em- >zoſimus, 
pire in VI. Books, beginning with O&.vi- 
| anus Ceſar, and ending in the taking of 
| Rome by the Goths under Alaricus : In the 
; firſt Book be runs through all the firſt Em- 
perours, to Drzecleſian, with great brevity; 
but in the other V. Books he gives a lar- 
ger and fuller account. He lived in the 
time of Theodoſius the younger, who began 
his Reign, Anno Chriſts 407. and ended it 
Anno 449. his Style is ſhort and clear, pure 
and ſweet, as Photins repreſents it. He 
2 Was 
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was a Pagan, and therefore reflefts very 
often upon the Chriſtian Princes; and yer 
Leunclavins, a Learned German, doth not 
Think it is fit, for all that, to call his fide- 
liry too eafily in queſtion : and he adds 
In Prefat, Moreover , That if any Man Reade him 
ad Sambu- without prejudice , he will find, that bis Hiſ- 
_ tory ( which us almoſt totally made up of thoſe 
things that were paſſed by, and not taken no- 
rice of by the reſt of the Hiſtorians ) us very 
pleaſant, and uſefull to all Men who are em- 
_ ployed in State Aﬀairs. Henry Stephens was 
fiſt. ad ” : 
Phil. Syd- of opinion, Thar he induſtriouſly ſouzht into 
ncjum. the truth of Conceal'd things , and careful 
diſcover?d it. This Hiſtory is, for the mo 
Volt, z- Part of it, an Epitome of Ernapins, who 
Zit.Grxc. Wrote an Hiſtory of the Ceſars, beginning 
-. 18, L, 2, Where Herodian ends, and continuing it to 
his own times ; he lived under Yalentinian , 
Valens and Gratian, about the year of Chriſt 
370. His Hiſtory, though ſaid to be extant 
at Venice, was never Print.d. But Photius, 
faith Zoſimus, did almoſt Tranſcribe Euna- 
There is pins, as differing from him onely in this, that 
lately an he doth not reproach Stilicon as Eunapius 
og aid; and that his ftyle is ſhorter and more 
Tofimss Caſte, and that he rarely makes uſe of any 
printed in Rhetorical Figures : but Zoſimus begins his 
Engliſh. Hiſtory much Higher , and continues It 
down much Lower. 
Zonaras. Fobannes Zonaras Wrote a General Hif- 
| tory, from the beginaing of the World, 
to the death of the Emperour Alexins Com- 
enus, Anno Chriſt: 1118. in whole time he 
Sor bY lived; 
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lived; he divided it into Three Tomes ; 
in the Firſt Tome he briefly Writes the 
Hiſtory of the World, from the Creation. 
to the deſtruftion of Feruſalem. In the 
Second Tome he Writes the Roman Hiſto- 
ry, from the building of Kome to Conſt an- 
tine the Great, but with great brevity. 
The Third Tome gives an account of the 
Actions of all the Chriſtian Emperours , 
from Conſtantine the Great, to the death of 
Alexius Comnenus. From ſome, or all of 
theſe therefore the Hiſtory of the foreſaid 
Emperours may be made more full and clear, 
eſpecially if to thoſe things which are rela- 
ted by Zoſimu;, as done by the Goths under 
Gallienus and the ſucceeding Emperours of 


Rome ,, Fornandes may be called in as a Jornandes: 


Witneſs, who will aſſure us, That all which 
Zoſimus hath related is true : For as Leun- 


* Claviu; aſſures us, What both th:ſe Hiſtori- 


ans have Written concerning the Goths, do 
moſt exattly agree ; nor u there any other dif- 
ference betwixt them but this, that Jornandes 
5 a little more full, as not omitting the crr- 
cumſt ances of things ,, nor 1s it tobe wondred 
at , that theſe were not ſo well known to Zoſi- 
mus 44 they were to Jornandes, for the latter 
Was a Goth, or an Alan, which Nation was 
nearly related to the Goths, and underſtood 
the affairs of the Goths, who were his own 
Countreymen, much better than the Grecians 
did, and joined the Gothick Hiſtorians with 
the Greek and Latin Writers, as he himſelf 
confeſſeth. Fornandes flouriſhed abont the 

3 2 . yeAT 
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year of Chriſt 540. and here Jet the Rea- 
der proceed immediately to the reading 
of Ammianus Marceliinus, a Man of a clear 
Fidelity aid Judgment 1n the-eſtcem of 
the moſt rigid Cenlors. By his own con- 
feſſion, his Language is Military and Un- 
poliſhed ; he was very famous abour the 
year of Chriſt 375. He diligently proſecures 
a; a Souldier the account of Military Aﬀairs, 
and doth often digreſ; im Relation; , and doth 
not ſeldom intermix Senteices, 4; Juſtus Lip- 
ſius acquaints us. And Balduinu; goes On 
thus, He ts indeed a Souldier but 4 very Lear- 
ned Souldier , and ſo ſtudious of Antiquities, 
tbat there is ſcarce any thing which he hath 
not ſearched out. To ſpeak in one word, he 
3s a moſt diligent Writer ;, his Latin indeed 
is rouch, for he was a Conſtantinopolitan 
but he is full of Learning, and has included 
in his Hiſtory, 4 various, manifold and un- 
Common Literature ; and bas largely Wrote 
an Hiſtory of thoſe times, that are not ſo 
well Written by any other : thus ,, and much 
more Balduinus relates of him, 

Marcellinus Wrote XXXI. Books, from 
the beginning of MNerva to the death of 
Valens, in whoſe Court he lived; but of 
theſe, the firſt XIII. have periſhed in the 
common Shipwreck; in thoſe which are 
extant he begins with Gallus Ceſar, about 
the year of Chriſt 35. and largely deſcribes 
the Actions and Lives of C:nſtantius Ce- 
ſar, Fulian, Fovian, Valentintan and Valens, 
an Eye-witneſs of a great part of which 
things 
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things he was, and he will bring down 
the Reader to the ycar of Kome 1128. which 
is the 378th year of Chr:if. His Hiſtory 


was Tranllated into Engliſh by one Phile-| 


mon Hollar, a Dr. of Phyſick, and Printed 
at London in Folio, in 16cg. who before 


had Tranſlated Livy, Suetonius, and L. 


Florus ;, but this Authour was not then 
ſo well underſtood as he is now, by the 
indefatigable induſtry of Henry and Ha- 
drian V aleſius ;, and therefore cis fit there 
ſhould be a ſecond, and a more plea- 
= Verſion made of this excellent Au- 
TNOUT. 
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SE CT. XXIV. 


Paulus Diaconus his Miſcellan Hiſtory. Jor» 
nandes his Hiſtory of the Goths, and A- 
gathias may be here read, or if the Rea- 
der pleaſe, the Ill. Tome of Zonaras , 
whom Nicetas Chonlates follows, and af- 
ter him Nicephorus Gregoras; or if this 
ſeems too long , then the Reader may im- 
mediately after Zoſimus begin Blondus 
Fortinienlis; or, after Vopiſcus, Caro- 
lus Sigonius his Hiſtory of the Weſtern Em- 
pire; and, from thence , paſs on to the 

VIith or VILlIth Book of the firſt Decade 

of Blondus. 


| afrer Ammianus the Reader proceeds 
to Paulus Diaconus his Miſcellan Hiſto- 
ry, and joins, as companion with him, For» 
nandes, whom I juſt now mention'd, his Hs/- 
tory of the Succeſſion of Kingdoms and Times, 
and alſo his Hiſtory of the Gorhs ;, he will 
obſerve from theſe, not onely the Decli- 
ning of the Roman Empire, which Zoſimus 
undertook to ſhew him, but alſo the intire 
Ruine and DeſtruCtion of it. And leſt the 
rep*tition of what he was well acquainted 
with before, ſhould prove tedious and trou- 


| bleſome to him, he may, if he pleaſe, bc- 


gin with the XIIth Book, and ſo go tho- 
rough with the reſt, in which he ſhall have 
a perfect Hiſtory from Yalentinian, to the 
Depoſition of Michael Curopolates, that is, 
to 
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to the year of Chriſt 812. and may allo 
take in Fernandes, when the times or affairs 
require it. For he (as we have hinted al- 
ready ) Wrote an Hiſtory, which is not to 
be deſpiſed, concerning the Or:gine of the 
Goths, and their Actions about thoſe times. : 
And Procopius may alſo be here uſefully Procopius. 
Read, who Wrote VII. Books of the Perſi- | 
an, Gothick, and Y andallick Wars , underta- He flouriſh- 
ken by Fuſtinian, and managed by Beliſari- on -__ 
15, aS his General. Forif we may believe _ 
Volteranus, there us 1n. his Books the knowledpe This Au- 
_ of ſuch things, as will pleaſe the moſt curious, thr was 
and ſo many Windings and Turnings of Com- 7” anflated 
manders ( as for the moſt part happeneth in _ _ 
ſuch like Wars) ſo many ſtrategems, conſul-' xnylifh. 
rations concerning the ordering, alluring, con- 
futing, delaying , and mitigating men , that 
they well render the moſt incapacitated fit for 
Publick and Private affairs. And the Lear- 
ned Caſaubon calls hima GreatWriter. And 
Fohannes Bodinus {aith , No Man can doubt 
whether he is not to be eſteemed amongſt 
the Principal Writers. 

After Procopius follows Agathias, a Flo- Agathias, 
= and 4g , he lived about 
the year of Chriſt 567. © He was a Lamyer yg, 
© by Profeſſ;on, of Smyrna in Aſia, and Wiote Hiſt. GC 
* V. Books of the Reign and Attions of Juſti- 6 2+ c. 22. 
** nian, and begins his Hiſtory where Proco- 
** Pius ended his ; his Style is Terſe and Flo- 
*rid, and be was 4 Pagan. But if the Rea- 
der ſhou'd rather chuſe to purſue and reade 
the III. Tome of Zenaras, whom I have Zonaras. 
allo 
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Niceras 
Chon1ates. 
Nicepho- 
us Grego- 
Tas. 


Vol. de 
Hiſt. 
Grac. |. 2» 
Co 28, 


Lib. 2. C. 
29. 
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alſo recommended before, Niceras Chontatet 
will then claim the next place, and after 
him Nicephorns Gregoras ;, Which two Au- 
thours continuing the Hiſtory, eſpecially 
of the Eaſtera Empire, will bring the Rea- 
der down to the death of Ardronicus Pale- 
ologus the latter, that is, to the year of 
Chriſt 1341. The firſt of them flouriſh 
ed in the year of Chriſt 1300. and in XXlI, 
Books Wrote the Hiſtory of LXXXV, 
years, that is, from the death of Alexia 
Comnenus, where Zonaras ended, to the year 
of Chriſt 1203. the latter lived Ano Chri- 
ft; 1361. © and Wrote a Bizantine Hiſtory 
**in XL. B oks, from Theodoru; Laſcares, 
© to the death of Andronicu;, in whoſe times 
© he lived, and therefore deſerves the leſs 
*credit in his Hiſtory of that Prince's 
"Reign; and Cantacuſenus ſeverely corredts 
*him for it, -and calls him a Light Perſon, 
«and a Liar : his Style is much worſe than 
«that of Nicetas, for it is too luxuriant, 
« and has other faults proper to that Age; 
« but he is for the moſt part a good Judge 
& of the cauſes of things. But we will not 
defraud any of them of that Commenda- 
tion has been given them by very Learned 
Men. Chriſtoph. Colerus ſaith the Orien 
tal Writers purſue a florid way of Writing , 
and affetting Elegance too much, are ſomt- 
times the farther from it, I confeſs, Gre- 
goras #s almoſt the onely Politician. Zonards 
was very knowins in Publick, Aﬀairs, and v 
eſpecially uſefull ro Lawyers. ——_— ſ 
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often guilty of trifle; yet he ts Religions, and 
ſometimes diſcourſeth prudently of the cauſes 
of Publick Calamities : but we ſhall dif- 
courſe of theſe again hereafter, and per- 
haps in a more convenient place. 

But if our Lover of Hiſtory ſeems wea- 
ried with the reading of ſo many Au- 
thours, and deſireth to ſhorten his journey, 
and reduce it to a Compendium. After Di- 
on Caſſius, Or Suetonins, he may then take 
Zoſmmus, who, as I have ſaid, Wrote the 
declining State of the Empire, as he teſti- 
fies concerning himſelf, and continues the 
Hiſtory from Auguſtus, to the taking of 
the City of Rome by the Goths, in the year 
of Chriſt 410, 1162 years after it was 
built ( an Elegant Tranſlation of which 
Authour was lately printed in Engliſh) 
from which time, to the Reign of Charles 
the Great ( which is worth our obſervati- 
on ) for the ſpace of almolt 4oo years; the 
City of Rome, and all /taly, which for ma- 
ny Ages before had been the terrour and 
dread of foreign Nations, being now ama- 
zed, either with the ſenſe of preſent Miſe- 
ries, or apprehenſion of impending future 
Calamities, never had any quiet. From 
the time therefore in which Alaricus en- 
tred the City, and Zoſimus ended his Hi- 


ſtory, Blondus Forliniexſis continues down Blondus. 


the Hiſtory of the Goths, Vandals , Longo- 
bards, and other Nations, a Thouſand and 
thirty years, to the year of Chriſt 1440. in 
which time he flouriſhed, and till 1450- 

Or 


Blondue. 
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Or if the Reader thinks fit, when he has 
read Yopiſcu;, he will not decline from the 
right Method of Reading Hiſtory, if he 
admits Carolus Sigonins bis Hiſtory of the 
Weſtern Empire, which he ( as he profeſ- 
ſeth) collefted with great and diligent - 
accurareneſs, and then in Writing con- 
ſigned and commended it to Poſterity , 
with as much truth as was poſſible in that 
great obſcurity of things, and the dark- 
neſs of times. 

He begins in the year of Chriſt 284. in 
which Carinus being overcome by Dzocleſian 
at Murtium periſhed, and ends in the death 
of 7«ſtinian, which hapned in the 39th year 
of his Reign, Anno Chriſti 565. Aﬀeer this 
tine(faith he) rhe Empire being wholly extinl, 
the Roman State was divided into many di- 
ſtinft Kingdoms, as thoſe of the French and 
Burgundians # Gall, of che Goths in Spain, 
of the Engliſh and Scots in Britain, of the 
Longobards and Normans #7 Italy, of the 
Saracens # Africa ; and from thence the 
Reader may proceed to Blondus, beginning 
at the VII. or VIlIth Book of the firſt De- 
eade, and ſogoonwith it to the end. 
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SE CT. XXV. 


Johannes Cuſpinianus, Paulus Jovius and 
Auguſtus Thuanus wil! furniſh the Reader 
with a much: ſhorter courſe of Hiſtory, from 
the beginning of the Czlars to our preſent 


Age. 


Ut if the Reader deſires a yet ſhorter 
courſe of Hiſtory, and will not 1in- 
dure to be oppreſs*d with ſuch a burthen 
of Authours, Johannes Cuſpinianus hath Johannes 
Written the Hiſtory of the Ceſars, or Em- Culpinia- 
perours, from Fulius Ceſar, to the death of ***: 
Maximilian the firſt, Anno Chriſts 15 18. who 
was a diligent ſearcher into Ancient Hiſto- 
ries; which is an excellent Work, and wor- 
thy to be read by all. In which, ſetting 
down their Lives in order, he hath not one- 
ly left to Poſterity their Great Examples , 
Sayings and Actions, and whatever was 
well or ill done by them, but alſo an unin- 
terrupted ſeries and thread of Hiſtory , 
which is intire and unmaimed for above 
One thouſand and twenty years. Cuſpin:- 
anus flouriſhed Anno Chriſti 1540. under 
Charles the Vth. 
Paulus Fovius begins almoſt where the joyius. 
other ends; and Wrote not onely a Hiſ- 
tory of the Caeſars, but an Univerſal Hil: 
tory of Fifry years, which is ſplendid and 
beautifull: but ſome think he is not very 
faithfyll in ir, for he is ſaid to have Writ- 
cen 
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ten many things very partially, inſomuch ag 
Gorrexs of Paris confdently affirmed, That 
his Romance of Amadss would not ſeem lef 
true and credible to Poſterity,than the Hif. 
tory of Paulus Fovins, as Bodinus (aith in his 
Method of Hiſtory, where he concludes thus, 
* He delivers many things concerning the 
* Perſians, Abiſſines and Turks, which he 
*could not poſlibly know whether they 
* were true or falſe, where he could have 
* no other foundation but rumours and 
** publick fame, having never ſeen the 
* Letters, Speeches, Actions, or Publick 
* Monuments of thoſe Princes and Coun- 
* tries. and yet he Writes as if he had 
« been preſent, and leaves not the leaſt 
© Place for doubt. So what he might with 
* facility have moſt truly Written, the Af- 
© fairs of Jraly, thoſe he would not Write 
*rruly; and what he would have Written 
* fo, thoſe he could not : thus far Bodinus 
Paze $38. of him. And Melchior Carus faith, He 
Was too violent botb in his Love and Hatred; 
and becauſe he was a lover of Money, he was a 
ſlave to #t in the veryWritsng of his Hiſtory. 
And yet if we may credit Fuſtus Lipſius, he 
3s to be commended and Read for the manifold 
and various ſeries of things which he has regu- 
larly and clearly reduced into the body of an Hiſ- 
tory. The famous Preſident, Facobus Au7uſt ut 
Thuanus. Thyanys follows him, who is, without dif- 
pute, the Prince of the Hiſtorians of this 
Age. He has delineated a General Hiſto- 
ry of the World, from the year 1545, to the 
| year 


Of Reading Tliſtories. 
$ year 1608. in a molt excellent ſtyle, which 
t 1s ſince continued to the year 1618. by him- 
$ ſelf, in a later Edition. 
= | 
g —— I | 
} 
c SECT. XXVI 
» 
ſ The Writers of ſome wery excellent Particu- 
: lar Hiſtories commended, as Guicciardin , 
1 Paulus Xmilius, Philip Comines, whoſe 
J great Elopies are remembred  Mctera- 
c nus, Chromerus alſo and Bembus recom- 
b mended. 
] 
t Am n-t ignorant that there are many 
1 other Authours, who have with their 
A Pens delineated the Hiltorics of particular 
> Nations, or Perſons, as well Ancicut as : 
1 Modern, who, in their times, do well de- 
; ſerve to be read; and amongſt them I will 
f firſt name Francis Guicciardin, who treats of F. Guicci- 
the affairs of Jraly in his own times, 4 wiſe ardin. 
4 and underſtanding W riter, who is able to make 
1 his Readers ſuch (as Lipſius ſaith ;) he is 
! free and true, and biaſs'd with no aff eftions , 
4 except that of hatred, which he ſeems «often ro 
- diſcover agairſt the Duke of Urbine. Bo- 
« dinus 1s alſo very large in his Commenda- 
p tions of Guicctardin, and that not without 
x good reaſon ; fir in Writing Hiſtory , he 
g hath excelled all his equals in the judgment of 
2 1 grave men ;, And I know not (ſaith he) whe- 
e ther 1 may not ſay the ſame thing, as to the 


[ | more 
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- Lar. lib, 3. gant and a curious Writer ;, and” Fuft us Lip- 


C. I2, 
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mure ancient Hiſtorians ;, for where any thing, 
that ſeems inexplicable, falls under deliberati- 
on, he ſhews an admirable ſubtilty in bis diſ- 
courſe , and every where ſprinkles grave Sen- 
tences like Salt : And a little after, there 5; 
in him a ſtrange ſtudy to find out the Truth, for 
he affirm; nothing raſhly, but back; every thing 
be ſaith with neceſſary Arguments ;, he #; re- 


ported to have tranſcribed the Letters, De . 


crees, Leagues and Speeches ont of the ve 
Fountains and Originals ;, and, to conclude, 
he was ſo exatt 'an inquirer snto Things, Pla- 
ces and Perſons, that it is ſaid, ke took a view 
of all the Cities, great Towns and Rivers of 
Italy, and which I think moſt material ( ſaith 
he) carefully examined all the publick Monk 
ments, This great Min flouriſhed about 
the year of Chriſt 1530. his Hiſtory was 
Tranſlated into Engliſh many years ſince, 
by a very great Man. 

Paulus eAmilins Verenenſis flouriſhed in 
the ſame Age of our Great Grandfathery, 
about the year of Chriſt 1530. who, be- 
ginning with the firſt Kings of France, 
Wrote the Hiſtory of France for above 
1coo years, with a Laconick brevity. He 
is ſaid to have ſpent XXX, years in this 
excellent Work, by which he acquired to 
himſelf a great Name. He is, in the 0- 
Pinion of Gerardus Johannes V ofſias, an Ele- 


ſins beſtows an high commendation upon 
He, ( faith he ) that 


1. Polit.c. ] may expreſs the thing ſhortly, is the onely 
©. 


Man, 


Ci 
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man amongſt the latter Hiſtorians , who ob- 
ſerved the, true and ancient way of writing 
Hiſtorys and ſteadily purſued it ;, hu ſtyle is 
Learned, Nerwous , Cloſe and inclining to 
ſubtilty and fineſſes , fixing and leaving ever 
ſomething in the mind of a ſerious Reader ; 
he often mixeth Sentences and wiſe Expreſſi- 
ons ; he ts a diligent ſearcher ,, and a ſevere 
judge of things, nor # there any Writer in 
our Ave more free from paſſions. A little 


before P. eAmilizs, lived 
Philip Comines, who writ 
ſo well of the aftions of Luis 
the XI" King of France, as 
Fuſtus Lipſins feared not to 
compare him with any one 
of the ancient Hiſtorians. 


Phil. Comines, this 
Hiſtory was publiſhed in 
Engliſh in Folia and Ott a- 
v9 a few years ſince , the 
Oftavo being a new tranſla- 
Ons 


It is incredible (faith he,) how clearly this 
man ſaw all things, and looked through them ; 
be diſcovers the moſt concealed Councils, and 
delivers ſalutary and rare Precepts for our 
1nſtruttion, and that in a diffuſed way after 
the manner of Polybius. The famous Pa- 
riſian Preſident Fac. Auguſtus Thuanwu , Hiſt, li. 
hath left an excellent Teſtimony to Poſte- 
rity, of Comines his Hiſtory in the Hiſto- 
ry of Luis the XI", writ by that prudent 
Knight Philip Comines , as 1 cannot deny 
that there are many precepts of Prudence, ſo 
70 man can deny but there are many Examples 
of a diſingenuous mind, and therefore no 
way befuting the Majeſty of a King. Co- 
mines flouriſhed about the year of Chriſt 


1490, 
If 


Emanuel 
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Meteranus. Emmanuel Meteranus wrote the Hiſtory of 


the Low Countries, Chromer«s the Hiſtory 
of Poland, Petrus Bembus that of Vemice, 
and others have written the Hiſtories of 
other particular Countries, which are 
worth the reading, but I deſign not to ex- 
preſs them all, as indeed who can? or if 
I could, who could reade them all ? but I 
have made it my buſineſs to propoſe, e&- 
pecially ro my younger Hearers, a thread 
of Hiſtories diſpoſed in ſuch a right 
order, as he may from it learn the diſtin& 
Changes, and Varieties of times, and the 
Series of the great Tranſactions that 
have paſſed in the World, down to our 
own Age. 
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SECT. XXVIL 
A tranſition to the Britiſh Hiſtory , how the 
jel 


Reader ought to prepare himſelf for the 
reading of it ,, in what order he ſhall 
go ou. Camden's 3ritannia, and Selden's 
AnaleCta are firſt to be read, George Lil- 
ly his Chronicle, the Compendium of the 
Britiſh Hiſtory. 


Ut that we may not be thought wholly 
ignorant and negligent of our own 
Hiſtory, whilſt we ſearch into that of other 
Nations, It is convenient to give ſome ac- 
count of the Britzſh Writers, and to an- 
nex it by way of ſupplement to the former 
Cataloguegand to point out at the ſame time 
in what order they are to be read, for I 
have no ſmall confidence I ſhall thereby 
more oblige our Univerſity Youth, than 
by the other; that is, by ſhewing a more 
certain and ſhorter way to the knowledge 
of our Britih Hiſtory, as you ſee I have 
already done in relation to the Univerſal 
Hiſtory, for who is there that doth not 
elteem ir a ſhamefull thing, to be thought 
a Stranger in his ofvn Ciry, a Foreigner 
in his own Countrey ? As for me what Af. 
Cicero ſaid once of the Latine Poets to the 
Romans, | ſhould with much greater con» 
fhidence apply to Engliſh men as to the 
Hiſtories of Britain ,, None can ſeem Learned 
to me , who is ignorant of what is our own. 
K 2 In 
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In truth to ſearch out the great Actions of 
other Countries, and in the mean time de- 
ſpiſe our own, is a certain ſign either of a 
molt Lazy inaCtivity, or of a ſoft and un- 
manly delicacy; for though that which Sir 
Epiſt. pre- Henry Savil (the great and eternally to be 
lim. ad remembred Ornament of our Univerſiy,) 
Malmebr- faith is moſt certainly true, and confirmed 
"10" not onely by his, but by the Teſtimony 
alſo of Mr. Fobn Selden the Lawyer. a man 
nor onely excellently verſed in Hiſtory, 
but in all other ſorts of ancient Learning 
Epiſt. ad that there was never yet any man who hath. 
Aug.Vi- mrirten an intire body of our Hiſtory » with 
Ccnrt., | : > 4 
that fidelity and dignity as became the great- 
neſs of the Subjett; yet the former of theſe 
confeſſeth that we have ſome particular 
parts of our Hiſtory, which are not ll 
written in former Ages, and the latter 
(Mr. Selden) acknowledgeth and commen- 
deth ſome others, as written exceedingly 
well in this laſt Age. But be this as it 
will, 1 ſhall with the greateſt confidence 
aſſert that there are many noble Actions, 
and things that are worthy of our Contem- 
plation and Obſervation, which will occur 
in the reading of the greateſt part of our 
Hiſtories; this then 1s the order which I 
ſhould recommend for the reading of our 
Britiſh Hiſtory to the Studious in it. Firſt, 
Let our Student begin with the famous Sir 
William Camden's Britanaia, in which (be- 
ſides a moſt accurate deſcription of the 


whole Ifland,) he will find briefly repre- 
| ſented 


Camden's 
Britannia. 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
ſented the Hiſtory of the firſt Inhabitants , 
and an account given of the Or:gine of the 
Name; the Manners of the Britains, the . 
Hiſtory of the Romans in Britain, and many 


. other things infinitely worth our know- 


ledge, collected not out of mere fittions and 
fables, which none but a vain man would write, 
nor any but an ignorant man believe, (as he 
expreliſeth himſelf) but out of the moſt 
ſincere and uncorrupted Monuments of 
Antiquity ; my advice therefore is that this 
Book, or rather treaſury (hould in the very 
firlt place be moſt diligently peruſed, nor 
will it be amiſs here to call in the aſliſtence 
of Mr. Selden's two Books of Collections, Seldeni 4- 
of the Antiquities of the Zrirazns and Eng- naletta. 
liſh , either of which Books conſiſts of 
eight Chapters, in which he. has collefted 
what doth molt properly belong to the 
ancient Civil Adminiſtration of that part 
of Grea® Britain which is now call'd Eng- 
land, and in which he has moſt excellently 
deſcribed both from Ancient and Modern 
Writers ; our publick Tranſactions both 
Civil aad Sacred, and our State Cataſtro- 
phes to Willkam the Conquerour, and then 
(according to the method propoſed by us 
in the beginning of our courſe of Hiſtory.) 
the Reader may be pleaſed to reade over 
George Lilly's Chronicle,(or ſhort Enumera- | 
tion) of the Kings and Princes, who by the # One 
changes of Fortune in diverſe and ſuccee- = f 
ding times, have been poſleſſed of the Em- Chrif 
Pire of Britain, or thoſe Commentaries 1 550. 

K 3 which 
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which F. Theodorws Clain Printed of the 
affairs of Great Br:tain, in the year MDCIII, 


vnder the Title of a Compendium of the 
Britiſh Hiſtory , which 1s Elegantly form'd 
and written. 


An Addition to the former Seftion. 


Beſides theſe mentioned by the Authour; 
Daniel Lanohorn a Learned Divine now 
Living, in the year 1673 publiſhed in La- 
tine, a ſhort account of-the Antiquities of 
Albion, and the Origine of the Britains, 
Scots, Danes, and Engli/h- Saxons , to the 
year 449, in which the Ergliſþ firſt Arri- 
ved in Great Britain , with a ſhort Chro- 
nicle of the Kings of the P:#s, in which 
is an excellent account of thoſe times in 
which Britain was a part of the Rowan 
Empire. 

.- The ſame Authour in the year 1679, 
Publiſhed a Chronicle of the Saxon Kings 
from Hengiſt the firſt King of that Race, 
to the end of the Heptarchy or the year 
319, in which he has given an account of 
all their Attions, Wars, Civil and Sacred 
affairs, together with a Catalogue of the 
Kings and their Pedigrees , cut in Copper 3 
in this Hiſtory he hath reduced into one 
body, all the ancient Saxoz Hiſtorians and 
repreſented them truly in their own Phra- 
ſes, and then promiſed alſo a Continuati- 
on of this H*ſtory, which is much deſired 
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In the year 1670, Robert Sheringham R-Shering- 
Fellow of Cates College in Cambridge , 
Publiſhed an Hiſtory of the Origine of the 
Engliſh Nation, in which their Migrations, 
and various Seats, and part alſo of their 
Actions, are inquired into from the con- 
fuſion of Tongues, and the diſperſion of 
the Nations thereupon, till the time of 
their arrival in Britain, In which fome 
things are explain'd alſo concerning their 


_ ancient Religion, Sacred Rites, and their 


opinions of the immortality of the Soul 
after Death, with an account of the Ori- 
gine of the Britains; in this piece are 
many curious Antiquities, ſearched for in 
the moſt ancient Saxon , German and Da- 
niſh Authours, and an excellent account 
given of them, which will both 1nvite and 
reward the Reader's pains. 

Lambertus Silvixc, a Learned Foreigner c;. . 
in the year 1652, Publiſhed in Latine an ; 
excellent Compendium of the Engliſh Hi- 
ſtory, from the arrival of the Saxons , to 
the year 1648, where he ends it with the 
deplorable Murther of Charles the firſt ; 
he is exceeding ſhort in his accounts of the 
Saxon Kings, but at the Conqueſt, he di- 
lates himſelf, and writes the Lives of our 
Kings very Elegantly and with great bre- 
vity. 

Of more ancient times, Gildas Sapiens 1 
(who is the moſt ancient Writer of this pjeqs, + 
Iſland,) Writ a piece of the Deſtruttion 
of the Britains by the Saxons, which is in- 
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finitely worth the reading ; he Lived in 
De Hiſt. the times of 7uſtinian, and he was Born in 
lat. lib, 2. the year of Chriſt 493, as Yoſſiuws makes it 
c. 21. appear from his own Works. 
Mathzus Mathew WVeſtmonaſterienſis, who flou- 
Weſtmo- rjſhed about the year of Chriſt 13765, has 
RY left a ſhort Chronicle from the beginning 
a of the World to the year 1037. 
Florentius Florenttus Bravonins a Monk of W orceſter, 
Brayonius. who Lived about the year of Chriſt 1119, 
in the Reign of Henry the firſt , wrote a 
Hiſtory from the Creation to ,the year 
1118, which was the year before his Death, 
which is the more to be eſteemed ,, becauſe 
De Hi. 1a, the ancient Anglio Saxon Annals are inſer- 
1. 2.c.48, ted in it in their proper places, as Yoſſim 
acquaints us, either or both theſe Au- 
thours will very much contribute to the 
underſtanding of the Hiſtory of the Saxen 
Kings before the Conqueſt. 


= BECK 
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S &C©T. XXVNL 


Gulielmus Malmesburienſis, Savil's judg- 
ment of him , and alſo Camden's where 
he begins and ends his Hiſtory. Galtre- 
dus Monumethenlis why paſſed 'y. T be cen- 
ſures of William of Newherry , John 
of Withamſted, Bales and John Twin. 
Virunnius differs from all theſe, Hunting- 

ton follows Malmesbury , and Hovedgn 


him. 


Ut if the Reader had rather begin 
with the more ancient Writers of our 
Hiſtory, immediately after Camden's Bri- 
tannia and Selden's Analefta, in my judg- 
ment William of Malmesbury deſerves to be yyill. mal- 
firſt admitted , becauſe the fidelity of his me+bury. 
Relations, and maturity of his Judgment, 
have ſet him above all the reſt. And this 
is alſo the Teſtimony of the Noble and 
Learned Sir H. Savil concerning him. _ 
William of Malmesbury (ſaith he,) was 4 Epiſt. prel. 
, . . » ad rerum 

man exquiſitely Learned for 'the age in which Angl.Scrip= 
he Lived, and hath compiled the Hiſtory of tres. 
about ſeven hundred years, with ſo much fide- 
liry and induſtry, that he ſeems to be the 
onely man amongſt all our Writers , who hath 
performed the part of a good Hiſtorian ;, and 
the famous Camden ſpeaks thus of him, both 

the Civil and Church Hiſtory of England is 
much in debt to that man. He writ in V 
Books the Hiſtory of the Actions of the 

| Kings 
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finitely worth the reading ; he Lived in 
De Hiſt. the times of 7uſtinian, and he was Born in 
lat. lib, 2. the year of Chriſt 493, as YVoſſius makes it 
c. 21! appear from his own Works. | 
Mathzus Mathew WYeſtmonaſterienſis, who flou- 
Weſtmo- riſhed about the year of Chriſt 1375, has 
IO left a ſhort Chronicle from the beginning 
; of the World to the year 1037. 
Florentius Florentizs Bravonius a Monk of Worceſter, 
Bravonius. who Lived about the year of Chriſt 1119, 
in the Reign of Henry the firſt , wrote a 
Hiſtory from the Creation to the year 
1118, which was the year before his Death, 
which is the more to be eſteemed, becauſe 
De Hi. 1x, the ancient Anglio Saxon Annals are inſer- 
L. 2.c.48. ted in it in their proper places, as Yoſſims 
acquaints us, either or both theſe Ayu- 
thours will very much contribute to the 
underſtanding of the Hiſtory of the Saxcn 
Kings before the Conqueſt. 
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SEC TT. XXVIIL 


Gulielmus Malmesburienſis, Savil's judg- 
ment of him , and alſo Camden's where 
he begins and ends his Hiſtory. Galfre- 
dus Monumethenlis why paſſed ty. T he cen- 
ſures of William of Newherry , John 
of Withamlted, Bales and John T win. 
Virunnius arffers from all theſe, Hunting- 
ton fellows Malmesbury , and Hovedegn 
him. | 


Ut if the Reader had rather begin 
with the more ancient Writers of our 
Hiſtory, immediately after Camden's Bri- 
tannia and Selden's Analefta,, in my judg- 
ment William of Malmesbury deſerves to be will. Mal- 
firſt admitted , becauſe the fidelity of his mcsbury. 
Relztions, and maturity of his Judgment, 
have ſet him above all the reſt. And this 
is alſo the Teſtimony of the Noble and 
Learned Sir H. Savil concerning him. 
William of Malmesbury (ſaith he,) was 4 _ prel. 
. . . ad rerum 

man exquiſitely Learned for the age in which Angl.Scrip- 
he Lived, and hath compiled the Hiſtory of tres. 
about ſeven hundred yegys, with ſo much fide- 
lity and induſtry, that he ſeems to be the 
onely man amongſt all our Writers, who hath 
perfbrmed the part of a good Hiſtorian; and 
the famous Camden ſpeaks thus of him, both 
the Civil and Church Hiſtory of England is 
much in debt to that man. He writ in V 
Books the Hiſtory of the Ations of the 
| Kings 
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Kings of England, from the year of Chriſt 
449, in which the Engliſh and Saxons en- 
tered Britain, to the year 1116 , which 
was the XVI" year of the Reign of Henry 
the firſt, to which he afterwards added 
two Books more from the XX** year of 
that Kings Reign, to the 8) year of King 
Stephen, which was the year of Chriſt 1143, 
in which times he Lived. There are ſome 
who adviſe the beginning with 7effery of 
Monmouth , becauſe he begins his Hiftory 
much higher, and afhicms that one Brutw 
a great Grandchild of e/A&neas, and LXVIII 
Kings beſides, \eigned here for about one 
thouſand years before Cefar entred Britain, 
but we thonght it very fit to paſs him by, 
becauſe he ſcems to write of things that 
are very obſcure and dark, by reaſon of 
their Great Antiquity, and are involved 
with mere fabulous Stories; nor have we 
done or ſpoken this upon our own private 
judgment onely, many Learned men having 
ſaid the fame thing before us. MNewubri- 


ad Hiftz. genſis who Lived not long after ; Feffery 


of Menmouth ſpeaks thus. In our times (1aith 
he) there Sprung up a certain Writer, who to 
Expiate the faults of the Britains, ſet forth 
a number of ridiculous inventions , extolling 
their Vertue and Valour, with an impudent 
V anity above the Macedonians and Romans, 
his Name was Jeffery, and he was Nickna- 
med Arthur, becauſe taking the Fables of 
the ancient Britains concerning Arthur 


out of their old Romances , and _—y 
enem 
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them with bus own Additions, and giving 
them the Varniſh of the Latine Tongue , he 
Cloathed them with the Honourable Name of an 
Hiſtory ; He alſo with greater boldneſs pub- 
liſhed the fallacions drvinations of one Merlin, 
(which he bath alſo improved by bis own Ad- 
ditions , whilſt he turned them into Latine,) 
for Authentick, Prophecies which were groun- 
ded upon unmoveable truth. Fobn of Wr- |, G,,n. 
thamſted, who flouriſhed in the time of rj, 
Henry the VI, doth in part agree with 
William of Newbury. According to other 
' Hiſtories (faith he,) which in the judoment 
of ſame deſerue more Credit ;, this whole pro- 
ceſs concerning Brute, « rather Poetical than 
Hiſtorical, and for many Cauſes ſeems to be 
founded in fancy, rather than in any Reality, 
and Bale confteſicth that, there are many 
things 1n his Hiſtory which exceed belief; 
and Fohn Twin, a diligent ſearcher our of 
the Britsþ Antiquities, calls him the Bri- 
tiſh Homer, the Father of Lies; but Pon- 
ticus Virunnixs, (a very Learned man in the 
elt:cem of Yoſſius,) who lived above 130 
years ſince, and reduced Feffery's Hiſtory 
into an Epitome, paſling by the fabulous 
Parts of it, beſtows this Elogy upon him. 
Jeffery of Monmouth was a famous Hiſt o- 
ran, and a Cardinal, a man of much Autho- 
rity with Kobert Duke of Gloſter , Son of 
Henry II Xing of England ; he was a great 
favourer of bus Countrey, and Colletting a 
Hiftory of the moſt ancient times , from the 
Records of their Kings, andout of their higheſt 
DE P hilo- 


H. Hun- 
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Philoſophy, he continued the ſame in an unin- 
terrupred Series from the times of the Tro- 
jans. That his Hiſtory is moſt true, will ap- 
pear from the Cuftome of the Weltern Kings, 
which was to have always ſome with them, 
who ſhould faithfully relate their greateſt Atti- 
ons ;, and Fohn Leland alſo defends him a- ' 
gainſt Newbury and Polidore Virgil; he flou- 
riſhed about the year of Chriſt 1160, un- 
der Henry the Il. But however (as I ſaid 
before,) for theſe reaſons we have paſled 
him by, and rather put our Reader upon 
Willam of Malmesbury. 

Henry Archdeacon of Huntington fol- 


ringdonen- lows next, who in VIII Books ſhewing the 


frs. 


William of 
Newbury. D 


Origine of our Nation , and continuing 
the Hiſtory of King Srephen and his Suc- 
ceſſours, goes on to the year 1153; he 
wrote many other excellent Pieces which 
would enrich our Hiſtory, but that 


they lie concealed from the World in Ma- 


nuſcripts in Libraries ; Pol:dore Virol \tyles 
him an excellent Hiſtorian , and Fohn Le- 
land an approved writer, he (louriſhed a- 
bout the year of Chriſt 1 160. 
Wiliam of Newbury beginning with the 
eath of Henry the firſt ,- continues the 
Hiſtory a little farther, to wit, to the 
year 1197 ; he isa great lover of truth in 
the opinion of Polydore Virgil, but he is 
ſharply reprehended by Fohn Leland, be- 
cauſe in reprehending Feffery of Monmonth, 
he kept no mean , he flouriſhed about the 
year of Chrilt 1220. - | 
9 
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To Conclude , Roger Hoveden deduced 
our Hiſtory to the year of Chriſt 1202, in 
his Annals, which he hath divided into 
Iwo parts that is to the IV*® year of King 
Fobn's Reign, in whoſe time this Authour 
flouriſhed. 


Am ADDITION. 
There is a paſſage cited by Mr. Selden, 


concerning This laſt Authour, out of Fohr 
Leland, which I think worth the inſerting 


here. Simeon Dunelmenſis 1s to be deſerved- gjnegn 
ly reckoned with the principal Monks of his Dunelmen- 
Age: He very well underſianding that the 1s. 


things which had happened beyond the Severn, 
both by reaſon of the ſloath and negligence of 
their Writers, in the fury of ſo many Daniſh 
Wars, and alſo by the injury of time were ſo 
obſcured, and oppreſſed, that in a ſhort time 
the memory of them would be loſt , except the 
. dilsgence of ſome Learned man repaired the 
* memory of them, by Collefting them together, 
and digeſting them into order , entered into a 
ſerious Conſultation with himſelf , how he 
might prevent this miſchief : deliberating a 
long time with himſelf, that which was moſt 
neceſſary and uſefull, offered it ſelf at laſt to 
him, which was carefully to ſearch out the re- 
mainders of thoſe ancient Libraries , which 
had been Ruined by the Danes , &c. for the 
Monks had preſerved ſome fragments of them, 
mhilſt they fled from the fury of their Enemies, 
&c. All theſe the curious diligence of Simeon, 
ſouohe 
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ſought our , found and examined , ſo that 
bis ardent Care had no remiſſion , till be 
had brought the Hijtory of the Nor- 


thumbrian Kingdom from the times of 


Bede, to the Resgn of King Stephen the U- 
ſurper. I deſign nor (ſ;ith he,) in'thu place 
to write the praiſes of Simeon , his work, ts 
immortal and will Live, though I ſay nothing 
of it , cnely I would have the Reader take 
notice , that there was one Roger Hoveden 
a not unlearned man, who #n the ſame order 
with Simeon, bath deduced the Hiſtory from 
Bede, ro the Reign of King John, whom as 
I cannot but commend for Tis Hiſtory of our 
Anceſtours , ſo I muſt needs blame him, that 
be rifled the Flowry Meads of Simeon*s Hi- 
ſtory, without ever mentioning his Name, 
che ſame Leland calls him in another place, 
(as Mr. Selden acquaints us,) 4 Commendable 
perſon with the former exception notwith- 
ſtanding, and Mr. Selden tells us hereupon, 
that many men thought theſe two works 
were the ſame, bur (ſaith he,) as it is moſt 
certain that R. Hoveden made uſe of Sime- 
on's Annals, as be did of many other written 
in Latine and Saxon, and that he begins where 
Bede ends as Simeon doth, but yet it will 
appear to any perſon who ſhall compare theſe 
two together , that Hoveden bas an innume- 
rable number of things which Simcon hath 
not, and that there are ſome things again w 
Simeon , which R. Hoveden paſſed by, ſo 
that he is not to be eſteemed a plaziary in re- 


lation to Simeon, but rather a very diligent 
Writer, 


of Reading Hiſtories. 
Writer , who hath Collefted from Simeon , 

and many otbers who went before him, and 

made out of all a copious ſingle work, which is 

uſually done by the beſt Hiſtorians of all 

Apes. 

When our Authour wrote this method 
of Reading Hiſtories, this Simeon Dunel- 
menſis was not Printed , but in the year 
1652 this and nine other ancient Hiſtori- 
ans were firſt publiſhed together, and out 
of Mr. Selden's Prolegomena's to them ,, [ 
have tranſcribed the paſſage above , which 
will give the Reader a fuller account of R. 
Hoveden , and at the ſame time. preſent 
Simeon Dunelmenſis, to him as a perſon wor- 
thy of his obſervation. 

This Hiſtory begins as the Title tells us, 
after the Death of Bede, Anno Domini 732, 
and it ends Anno Domins 1129; it contains 
the Hiſtory of CCCCXXIX years and 1V 
months. 

Foannes Haguſtaldenſis continued this © Hagu- 
Hiſtory XXV years, that is from the year A 
1130, to the year 1154 , Which was the 
19* and laſt year of King Stephen's Reign; 
he flouriſhed under Henry the Second and 
Richard the firſt ; he wasa very good wit- 
neſs of what he Wrote , as Living in or 
very near thoſe times he repreſents, he 
was a moſt excellent, and a moſt diligent 
Writer as Mr.Selden ſtyles him. 

Richardus Haguſtaldenſis wrote the IV firſt rich. Ha- 
years of the Reign of King Stephen, which guſtalden, 
are Printed immediately after the former. 1*- 
| Ailredus 
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—_ Ailredus Reevallis Abbas, wrote amongſt 

ſ. _ Other things a Genealogie of the Kings of 
England to Henry the Second. 

Radulphus Radulphus de Diceto Dcan of St. Paul's 

de Diceto. in London , wrote an Abbreviation of the 
Chronicles, from the year 589, to the 
year 1147, Where he begins another work 
which he calls the Images of Hiſtory, which 
he continues to 1199, or the beginning of 
King Fohn's Reign. 


ee de Foannes de Brompton, wrote a Chronicle 


po" from the arrival of Auguſtine the Monk , 


Anno Chriſti: 588, to the beginning of 
King Fobr's Reign 1199, Which is eſpeci- 
ally valuable for a Collection and verſion of 
the Saxon Laws in Latine, made 1n the time 


of Edward the third ; at the leaſt he was 


an induſtrious Student as Yoſſius ſpcaks of 
him, and wrote in the Reign of Edward 

the third. 
Ger. Doro- Gervaſius Dorobernenſis , wrote a Chro- 
bernenſis. nicle from the year 1112 , to the year 
1199, Which was from the 12th year of 
Henry the firſt , to the Death of Richard 
the firſt; he was made a Monk abour the 
year 1142; bewas(as Leland faith of him,) 
Selden's Seudious of Antiquities above belief, and for 
hue that end Colletted a vaſt number of Hiſtori- 
ans, eſpecially of thoſe who accurately hand- 
led the Britith and Saxon affairs, till at laſt 
he himſelf entred the Liſts, and made tryal 
of his own parts, by publiſhing an excellent 
Volume in which he deduced the Hiſtory of the 


Britains, from their Original , together _ 
rnat 
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that of the Saxons, and the valiant atchieve- 
ments of the Normans, to the Reign of Kin 
John 3 thus far Leland of him, but whether 
the beginning of this Hiſtory 1s loſt I can- 
not ſay, but we: have onely this Printed, 
which I have mentioned of the particular 
Engliſh Hiſtory. | 

Henricus Knighton Leiceſtrenſis , wrote a , rnjgh« 
Chronicle of the Events of England as he ton. 
ſtyles it; in his firſt Book he gives a ſhort 
account of ſome Saxon and Norman affairs, 
from the time of Edgar , who began his 
Reign Anno Chriſts 958, to the Reign of 
Willam the Conquerour, and then he writes 
more largely to the year 1395, which was 
the 192 year of Richard the Second, in 
whoſe times this Hiſtorian flouriſhed. 

All theſe Authours were Printed in one 
body, by Cornelius Bee, 1n. the. year 1652, 
under the Title of the ten Writers of the 
Engliſh Hiſtory ,, before whieh time they 
were onely Extant. in Manuſcripts in Li- 
braries, and ſo could not poſlibly be taken 
uw our Authour's method, as I obſerved 
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Aﬀer Menevenſis bis Hiſtory commended, in 


whar time' to be read with the former ;, as | 
alſo Eadmerus bis Hiftory, Matthew Pa- 
ris bis Hiſtory, Baronius his jud | 
him ;” T homas of Walfingham his Chro- 
 nicle';, the attions of King Stephen wrir- 


Moore, Knizhe, is atfo to be taken in due 
4 time. wid UO3 GG; SIS ( 6 


Atfred written by After Foun 7 , which 


but. 


Of Reading Hiſtortes. 
' but none haye ſo well deſerved of 

his Memory as the Learned Sir 

Folm Spelman , Son of the Great 

Sir Henry Spelman, who wrote the 

Life of this Alfred King of England, 

in three Books in Engliſh, (which 

I ſuppoſe was never Printed.) bur 

an Elegant verſion of it in Latine, 

with very excellent marginal Notes 

by the Students of Great Hall in Magne 
Oxon, With a great Collection of our A«1e. 
Coins, and ſeveral other great ra- 
rities, was put out in Folio at the 
Theatre there in the year 1678, I 

wiſh we might yet have the Origt- 

nal Engliſhalſo printed. 


And then if abont the year of Chriſt 
1060, the Reader 
take in Eadmerus his 
lately brought ro light, and ilInſtrared with 
Notes and excellent Colleftions, by the 
Learned Fohn Selden, a Lawyer of rare 
Erudition, 


leaſe he may alſo 
iſtory , which was gadmerus: 


This Hiſtory contains the Reions 
of William the firſt , and ſecon , 
and Henry the firſt, ro-w'i,, from 
the year of Chriſt 1066, to the 
year 1122, in which tim- the Au- 
thour Lived; he was very dear t6 
Anſelm Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Voſlius de 
in thoſe times, anddied Archbiſh6p #/t- lat. 
of St Andrews in Scotland himfelf, © 244% 
EL 2 after 
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after he had been Abbat of St. .41- 
bans in England, a preferment in 
thoſe days of great honour. 


To theſe the Reader may add, that true 

Marthew and faithfull Hiſtory written by arthew 
Paris. Paris, Which beginning with the Corona- 
tion of William the Conquerour , Arno 

Chriſt: 1067, is continued by him to the 

year 1253, and by another as Bale aſſures 

| us to the year 1273, that is, to the Death 
Ad Annum, of Henry the third, what Baronius his opl- 
256 nion of this Authour was, appears in theſe 
words, Any man (faith he,) may eaſily ſee 

” _—_ Holy how mach his mind was exaſperated againſt 
meant the the Holy Seat ; except thoſe Reproaches were 
Court of inſerted by the Publiſher, which if they be ta- 
Rome. hen out, or excepted, you may Call the reſt « 
Golden Commentary , it being onely a tran- 

ſcript word for word of the publick, Records, 

py 4 admirably put together and Conſolidated. 

After atthew Parss I defire Thomas Wal- 

ſimngham his Chronicle may follow ; he alſo 

was a Monk of St. Albans, and began his 

Hiſtory from Edward the firſt, where the 

former ends, and continues it down to the 

end of Henry the fifth, or the year of 

Chriſt 1422. But as whilſt we are reading 
Matthew Paris , there is an Hiſtory of 

The Life of Stephen written by an unknown hand, 
wn which will amplifie and illuſtrate the Hi- 
n ſtory if taken in; ſo if after the firſt Book 
of Walſingham's Hiſtory about the year 

1306, the Life and Death of Edward the 
| Second, 
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Second, written by Sir Thomas de la Moore Pre de H 
Knight, a Servant of that King , be alſo * : 5: © 
admitted it will enlarge that Hiſtory. As oth 
this Authour was dignified with the ho- 

nour of Knighthood , ſo he deſerves no 

leſs eſteem for his kindneſs to Poſterity 
expreſsd by this Hiſtory , which deſerves 

the more credit, becauſe he was intimate- 

ly acquainted with that Prince, and ſerved 


under him in the Wars. 
ADDITION S. 


AsI took in in the end of the laſt Seftion 
an excellent ColleCftion of ancient Latine 
Hiſtorians of the Engliſh Nation , none 
of which are mentioned by our Authour ; 
ſo with the Reader's permiſſion, 1 will here 
take in another which was printed this 
year at Oxoy, under the Title of the firſt 1684. 
Volume of the ancient Writers of the Engliſh 
aff atys. 

The firſt Authour in it is /ngulfus Croylan- togulfus 
denſis, who (though not taken notice of by Croylan- 
our Authour,) was printed before but im- dentis. 
perfect ; he wrote the Hiſtory of his Mo- 
naſtery, and in it relates many things con- 
cerning the Kings of England; he begins 
at the year of Chriſt 626, with Penda 
King of Mercia, and in the. former im- 
preſſion it ended with the beginning of the 
Reign of William the Conquerour. but in 1065. 
this latter Edition, beſides many Gaps in 
the body of it, now opplied from a better 


3 Copy; 
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Voll. de Z. 
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He was 
born at 
London, 
Ann. 1030. 


Peter Ble- 
ſenfis, 


The Method and Order 


Copy , his Hiſtory is continved by him- 


ſelf to the year 1089, which was the third 
year of William the fecond,or#illiam Rufus, 
as he is commonly called. 

This Authour was the Son of a Conr- 
tier of Edward the laſt King of the Saxon 
Race, and he himſelf takes notice of ſome 
diſputes he had in his Infancy with Edgitha 
the Noble Queen of King E:ward, he Stu- 
dicd firſt at Weſtminſter, and then at Oxon, 
where he became an excellent Ariſtotelian 
Philoſopher ; he was afterwards a Coun- 
ſellour to William Duke of Normandy, by 
whoſe good leave he went to Feruſaler, 
in his way at Conſtantinople he waited upon 
Alexius the then Emperour, and Sophro- 
2iws the Patriarch ; returning into Norman- 
dy he became a BenediGine Monk, and after 
William Duke of Normandy had Conque- 
red England, Ingalfus was made Abbat of 
Crayland, he tied: in the year 1109, in the 
time of Henry the firſt. I have tranſcribed 
all this out of Voſſius, onely to ſhew the 
Reader how great a man he was, and how 
excellently qualified for an Hiſtorian. 

The next Authour in the ſaid Collection 
is Peter Bleſenſis, his continuation of Ingul- 
fws his Hiltory to the year 1117, which 
was the 19" year of Henry the firſt, 
though he mentions ſome things ſcatter. 
ingly done after that time, this continua- 
tion 1s imperfect at the end, and there- 
fore the Pnbliſher ſuppoſeth it to extend 
onely to the beginning of the Reign of King 
: | Stephen ; 
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Stephen ;, this Authour was-not- for Lear- 
ning inferiour to Ingulfis , he was firſt 
Archdeacon of Bath . and afterwards of 
London , and Vicechancellowr to the King ; 
he wrote about the year 7190, and he di 
ed in the year. 1200; his Life has been 
writ by thoſe that publiſhed his other 
Works, but this Hiſtory was neyer prin- 
ted before, Thus far the Publiſher goes in 
his account of him. | 

The next in this new Collection is the 73, c3,.. 
Chronicle of Mailros, begun as the inſcrip- nicle of 
tion tells us by the Abbar of Dundreynax Mailros. 
from the year 735 , and continued by ſe- 
veral hands to the year one thouſand two 
hundred and ſeventy, which was the LIV+** 
year of the Reign of Henry [the third : 
who this Abbat, or who theſe Continuers 
were is not certainly known, but this Ab- 
bie of Mailres, from which this Chro- 
nicle has its Name, was not that ancient 
Monaſtery placed upon the Banks of the 
River Tweed, often taken notice of by Ye- ,_ , ..,.. 
nerable Bede, which as it ſeems was deſtroy- 7. 3. c.26. 
ed by the Denes, who oppreſſed the King- L. 5. c.10, 
dom of Northumberland a great while, 
but of a later date built in the ſame place 
by .the Scers, who under Davrd their King 
had got poſleſfien of it , abque the year 
1136, from. whence perhaps-a Colony of 
Monks were fent to Dundraynan, it Galle- 
wey in Scotland, in the;year- 41524 in 
which year alſo that Monaſtery, was foun- 
ded, as this Chronicle bears witpeſs, which 
L 4 though 


The Chro- 
nicle of 
Burton, 


der take notice we follow t 
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though for the moſt part it is very brief, 
yet it affords many things that are worth 
the knowing, eſpecially the, Series of the 
Kings of Scorlend, as alſo the Succeſlions 
of the Princes, Nobles, Biſhop , and'Ab- 
bats in thoſe' Northern parts, thus far the 
Publiſher. 

In the year 1252, another filly Monk 
of - 1ailros,, began a new Collection, in 
which he would needs beſtow an Encomium 
upon Simon de Montefort , the turbulent 
Earl of Leiceſter, which is not continued, 
for the reſt is perhaps done by another 
hand, but concludes with the Death of 
Henry the third, fo that there is onely 
two years added. / 

The next is the Chronicle of Burton, in 
the beginning, of which (with the Reign 
of King Fohn,) the Authour (who is not 
known,) ſeems to have a deſign to conti- 


nue Roger de Hoveden, (whom yet he calls / 


Huge,) and by his example hath collefted 
many of the moſt memorable paſſages of 
that age; and though ſome of them are al- 
ſo ſet forth by Aſatthew Pars , yet there 


-are many, and thoſe not common things, 


which are not to be found either in Pars, 
or any other printed Hiſtorian but this, 
and the Authour whoever he was, lived in 
the ſame time with arthew Paris, and fo 
they two. do mutually afford Light each to 


other, and alſo at the ſame tithe bear wirt- 


neſs to the ſame things, _— the Rea- 
impreſſion 
of 


hai. aa 


Ai 
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of Paris printed at London in 1650, thus 
far the Publiſher ; it. begins Anno 1004, 
and it ends Anno 1263. 


The 1 aſt which is the continuation of The Hiftory 
the Hiſtory of Croyland,, though in ſome 9 


places imperfect, which the Tranſcriber 
perhaps obſerved not, yet we (ſaith the Pub- 
l;ſher,) thought fit to add it not onely be- 
cauſe the: Authour , or (rather perhaps) 
Authours , deſigned a continuation of 1;- 
oulfus and Peter _— bur chiefly be- 
cauſe the latter end of the Reign of Hey- 
ry the ſixth, and the whole Reign of Ed- 
werd the fourth, are contained in this 
Chronicle ,, which are not in any of our 
own Latine Hiſtorians, which have hither- 
to been printed ; it begins Ammo 1149, and 
it ends 1486, Which was the ſecond year 
of Henry the 7". 

This laſt Authour belongs to the next 
Seftion , where the Reader will find our 
Authour for want of Hiſtorians of our own 
Nation., turning his Reader over to Poly- 
dore Virgil, from the Reign of Henry the Fib, 
to the Keign of Richard the third , much 
of which chaſme this laſt Authour hath 
ſupplied, but yet I would not part him 
from the reſt, but onely give the Reader 
this hint to what times he belongs. 


SECT. 


IR, MSA RIE 3aan. 
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.S E\C:T;; XXX. 


| 

[ 

| i  Walfinghan's {Hypodigma Neuſtriz , or 
I' his Hiſtory of Normandy, and the 0- 

Wh ther Writers concerning that Dukedom nos 
bj ro be neglefted, and amongſt them Odori- 

| ; cus Vitalis of principal note; the Hiſtory 

ll of England, from the Keign of Henry the 

; 'Þ Ffb, ro that of Richard the third, ro be 


li. fetched from Polydore Virgil. The opi- 
Ml f non of our Noble S, H. Savil concerning 
Wt! him obſervable, Sir Thomas Moor 
| lit  Kmght, Lord Chancellor of England, 
| wrote the Reign of Richard the third ; 


W. F. Lord Bacon Viſcount of Verulam, 
Wi that of Henry the 7'*; the Resgns of Hen- 
WW! Ty the VIII®, Edward the VIth, and Queen 
I | Mary, Francis Goodwin Lord Biſhop of 
[ Landaff,, wrote by way of Annals, as Wil). 


Wi Camden did that of Queen Elizabeth 
F alſo. | 

t% 

un D He Reader having diſpatched the 
| gs, - FT Chronicle of Walſingham , may in 


8 the next place purſue his Hypodigma News 
It. | ftrie his Hiſtory of Normandy . which will 
| render the former Hiſtories more clear 
if | and complete, it containing a perfect ac- 
i count of the Story of that Dukedom, from 
| Rollo the firſt Duke of it, ro the 4*> year 
j of Henry the 5*>, who in the year 1416, 
| forced Normandy after it had been Raviſh- 
[i ed, and Alienated CCXX years from the 
18 Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, to return to its due Allegiance to 

the Engliſþ Crown, nor let'the Reader 
think I give him this advice raſhly., for (as 

it is rightly obſerved by the Learned Mr. 
Selden,) the ancient affairs of the Normans 

are ſo implicated and twiſted with ours, 

that if a man conſider ſeriouſly of our own, 

he cannot paſs by theirs without ſloath and 
ignorance. Now Andreas Duchenizs in the Andizas 
year 1619, put out ſeveral Writers of the Pu-hcat- 
Norman Hiltory, and amangſt them Ode- & 

. , acricus 
ricus Vitals a Countreyman of ours, who \;. ;is. 
was born at Attingham in the County of 
Salop, is the principal; he wrote 13 Books 
of Church . Hiſtory, the firſt. and ſecond 
of which contain the Martiai Actions of 
the Normans in' France, England, and Apuliz 
in /raly, to the year 1141, Which was the Vol. de He, 
6th year of the Reign of King Srephen , j,,_ ;;. 3. 
_ which time this Authour flauriſh- cap. 5. 
ed. | 

But to return to our Engliſh Hiſtory 
after Walſingham's Chronicle , (which as I 

ſaid in the laſt SeCtion, ends 
in Henry the 5*>;) if aur. This Gaps now ſupplied 
Reader thinks to find any one # he /aft Authour I hate 
of our Nation , who hath ———_—_— 

written our Hiſtory in La- ; 

tine, from this time of Hen-  Polydore Virgil. 

ry the 5*, tothe Reign of 

Richard the third ; he will be much decei- 

ved, except perhaps ſome Manuſcript 

lies concealed in the receſſes of ſome Li- 

braries Canſecrated to Antiquities, —_ 

ave 
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have not as yet ſeen the publick Light. 
Therefore 1 will recommend to my Hea- 
rers a Hiſtory which may be had , that is 
one of the Publiſhed Authours, and may 
be come by ; now here had been a vaſt Gap 
He fouriſh of almoſt LXX years, if _ Virgil had 
ed in the not prevented it, which in fo great a ſcar- 
-_ T city of our own Authours, the Studious 
2th, nm Hiſtorian will not unwillingly take in, for 
15422 although (as the noble Sir Henry Savil 
writes of him,) be was an Italian, and 4 
Stranger to our affairs, and which i yet more, 
never employed in any publick Station, and of 
0 great natural, either Fudgment or Ingenu- 
ity ;, and although in delivering owr Hiſtory, 
he has often miſtaken things, and paſſed over 
in filence many things worthy to be known 
yea has too often imbraced things that are falſe 
inſtead of truth, and ſoleft mw a very faulty 
Hiſtory. Yet I ſhould conceiye this hap- 
pened for the moſt part, where he deſcribes 
the times of Henry the VIII** , for beſides 
that he was _—_— of our Tongue, he 
muſt of neceſſity not know many things 
that were then Tranſacted, and it is high- 
ly probable, he writ ſome things in favour 
of Queen Mary, otherwiſe than he knew 
they were, but this is not to be ſuſpefted 
of the former times. Let our Reader 
therefore take the Hiſtory of the two Her 
rys the Vi and the VIth, and of the two 
"Edwards the IV** and the V*h from Polydore 
Virgil, the Reign of Richard the third who 


immediately ' follows theſe was written X 
| ne 
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the famous Sir Thomas Moor Knight, Lord 
Charcellour of England, who flouriſhed a- 


bout the year 1533, in the Reign of Henry 
the 8th, but the Learned Yoſſizs thinks the 
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Work imperfect, becauſe as he largely de- De Hiſt.lar. 
ſeribes by what Villanies he aſcended the L. 3c. 13» 


Throne, ſo he doth net tell us how he after- 
wards adminiſtred the Government, and even 
that part which we have ſeems to have wanted 
the Authour*s laſt hand, and the Elegance of 
the Latine of ' bus other Works do a exceed 
that of this Work. 

Henry VIIth ſucceeded Richard the third, 
whoſe Life and Reign was not long ſince 


repreſented tous by the moſt noble Viſcount. 


Verulam, ſo happily and ſo fully , that if 
he hath not excelled the beſt Hiſtori- 
ans, he yet at leaſt equall'd them ; this 
Work was firſt written in Engliſh, but has 
ſince been turned into Latine, as the pre- 
liminary Epiſtle to the Book calld Gufta- 
v#s faith. After this let the Reader peruſe 
the Annals of the moſt Reverend Biſhop 
F. Goodwin, in which the Reigns of Henry 
the VIIIh, Edward the VIth, and Queen 
Mary are deſcribed, with a great and com- 
mendable brevity. Laſtly, the famous 
Wiliam Camden, the Founder of the place 
I now enjoy, and my Patron , wrote the 
Annals of the Actions of Queen Elizabeth 
In England and Ireland , which Queen was 
the moſt Sa and proſperous Queen 
that ever (wayed a Sceptre, for this Elogy 
was beſtowed long ſince upon her, by Ana 
Atteſtina 
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' that with Jultice and truth. i 4 
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Atteſtina the Mother of the Guiſes, as 
Thaanus ſaith. Let our Reader in the next 
place diligently reade this Hiſtory ,, and 
then tell me, 'whether 1t be noticomparable 
to the beſt-of. the ancient. Annals, and 


A ADDITION. 


Another great man of the.-French Nation 
ſpeaks thus of Ceinden,altbowgh it be very nu- 
tural to men to ſpeaktoo advantegtinſly of thety 
Native Countries , and thati thit inclination 
hath wrap'd ſome Hiſtortats '\t@'an off ence a- 
gainſt the Purity of Hiſtory, 'iyet it cannot be 
denyed but William Camden: i|has writ that 
of England. with ſo. much fidelity, that he may 
juſtly claim a place amongſt the moſt ſincere 
Hiforians of the laft Ages z, atid a little af- 
ter, being made' King at Arms the XXXIX 
year of the Queens Reign , he made very Ots- 
rious Collettions of all thoſe things which he 
judged worthy of , or uſefull to an Hiſtory, 
and as Sincerity was the Founuation of all he 
wrote , ſo his. Wotky are in ſo'great eſtcem, 
that a very grave and Learned Modern Wri- 
ter.who hath written the Life of Mary Stuard, 
confeſſeth that be took his Direftrons for that 
Work from Camden's Arnals, of the Reinn of 
Oneen Elizabeth ; this Teſtimony is of the 
more value, becauſe from a prieſſed Enemy 
who deplores Camder's dying an Heretick. 

The Commendations given: by the Au- 
thour in the' end of the laſt Sction, to 
| Camden's 
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Camden's Annals of Queen Elizabeth , are 
deſervedly due to them and much more, 
for he being his Patron, as he faith, and 
Founder of the Hiſtory Le&ure in Oxon 
which our Authour then had; he would nor 
break into thoſe Commendations of him, 
which he otherwiſe would have done , leſt 
his gratitude might have feemed to have 
bribed his Judgment ;} bur I believe jt is 
granted by' all the Learned : World, that 
Camden”s Amals is one 'pof the beſt pieces 
thac hath'ſeen the Light ſince the reviving 
of Learning .in this Weſtern part of the 
World, and that great Princeſs had this 
additional felicity given .her from Hea+ 
yen, that'as her Reign was long and profſ- 
perous, and her memory, is precious ſtill, 
and ever will be to all Engliſh men, ſo ſhe 
found in Camden a noble, tearned, © elg- 
quent , ingenious Celebtatour of. her a&ti- 
ons, which hath; given her a ſecond: Life 
here on Farth, in the memories of men, 
which ſhalt taft till rhe RefurreCtion in- 
ſtate her in the third”, the laft and moſt 
perfeft Life of conſummared Glory; but 
then all this is meant. of the Original La- 
tine, for the Engliſh Verſion which we 
now have," is a'poor mean' harſh ſtyle, and 
tranſlated not from the Latine neither, but 
from a French tranſlation , fo thac I will 
ever hope ta ſee an Elegant new Verſion, 
made npon the Original, and in ſome de- 
gree worthy. of thar great man. 


But 
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Roberr'”” But to continue down the Hiſtory, one 
Johnfton. robert Fohnſton a Learned Scot hath written 
an Hiſtory of. the Britiſh and much of the 
French, Dutch 4:4 German Aﬀairs , both 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtick in XXII Books, from 
the year 1572, to the year 1628, that is, 
from the firſt year of Ki Fames the VIth 
of Scotland, to the third year of Charles 
the firſt of England ; which Hiitory though 
for thirty years of. it parallel with Camder's 
Annals, yet is eyen there worthy of our 
ſerious reading, -but. then he has. brought 
down the Engliſh Hiſtory ,, XXVI years 
Tower than Mr. Camden did. 2: ei | 
'_ Tcould wiſh 1 could give the Reader a 
better account than Lnow can of this Au- 
thour,” who is not known to. me by any 
thing but this Hiſtory of his, but all I can 
now do, is to give the account Printed in 
the Epiſtle to the Reader before his Hiſto, 
ry, Which is this in ſhort. 
The Pub- This Authour in his Life time publiſhed the 
liſher in the ywo firſt of theſe. Books ,, and dedicated them 
”=_ "2 to Charles the firſt, and then went on m 
hs writing the reſt, which he promiſed the World 
then ; how candidly he has afted in theſe Hi- 
fories ts left to the judgment of the World, mn 
the interim this Good man (as was fit) gives 


this teſtimony of himſelf. 


I haye not ſold my Fidelity for 

| Money, nor engaged it to any man 
for his favour, and as to my ſtock 
of ingenuity , I ſubmit ir intirely 
to 
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to your cenſure. I onely beg, my 
Reader would treat me in Reading 
with the ſame equity he deſires 1 
ſhould him in Writing ; for I 
ſeek no other recompence for my 
Labour beſides that of Praiſe and 
Memory in after times. And 4 lit- 
tle after ; No Mortal Man can fa- 
tisfie all the World, becauſe ſome 
are delighted with Antiquity, and 
the my expreſſions of former 
times, mixed with grave and wiſe 
Sentences ; others are onely to be 
pleas?d with a Laconick brevity , 
concife and dark expreilions 
whilſt at the ſame time others be- 
ing enemies to all exceſlive brevi- 
ty, and too great ſubtilty, are one- 
ly to be won by an high and ſub- 
Iime ſtyle. Bur it is a folly to ex- 
pet in the Writers of our Age, 
the PerfeCt Eloquence of Ceſar, the 
Brevity of Caro, or Saluſt, the Pomp 
of Tacitus, or the Briskneſs and 
Height of the Z:ivian Oratory. 1 
willingly acknowledge, that in this 
Narrative, I have performed no- 
thing that is great or high, I have 
onely repreſented the Bririſh Af- 
fairs in neceſſary words, without 
any paint or fraud, and without 
the ſuſpicion of Fayour or Averſi- 
on : and, in ſhort, I am ſo far from 
all deſire of 25” and ſeek- 


ing 
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ing the Applauſe of Many, that 1 
ſeek no Praiſe for my ingenuity 
but induſtry ; 1 am not in love with 
Glory, but ſtudious of truth, and 
deſirous of the reward of a good 
Conſcience, and a good Name 
from Polterity. 


In the interim (faith the Publiſher) the 
Courteous Reader will eaſily obſerve how religi- 
ouſly the Authour purſues all thoſe things 
which are capable ro give an Hiſtorian credit ; 
and mhich excite the mind; of the Reader to 
Vertue, Probity and Prudence. And you will 
eaſily obſerve, faith he, how many things he 
relates worthy of Knowledge, and which will 
render a Prince F for the Adminiſtration of 
publick or domeſtich_affairs, in Peace or War 
at home or abroad, and a Clergyman prudent 
:n the Adminiſtration of Church-Government. 

This Perſon was no way tainted with 
that Presbyterian Levin which then infec- 
ted the Sco:ch Nation almoſt generally, nor 
was he poiſoned with the Republican Prin- 
ciples of the Age; but every where, with 
great prudence, diſcoyers the riſe of thoſe 
Men, and Principles, which afterwards im- 
broiled, and bid fair for the Ruine of theſe 
Nations. No Man perhaps having better 
ſet forth the turbulent behaviour of the 
Parliaments in the times in which he 
Wrote. The Combinations and ſecret un- 
derminings of the FaCtious Levires, and - 
their diſciples, the Good Commonwealth- 
Mer, 
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Men, as they were ſtyled in that Age. His 
Style is ſhort and conciſe, but yery clear, 
ſaving that he affects a little roo much 
the uſe of Greek Words, which may make 
him a little the leſs intelligible, and plea- 
ſant to a mere Latin Reader, who is not 
acquainted with the Greek Tongue. 

Dr. George Bates, a i.carned Phyſician , Bates. 
hath Written the Hiſtory of our late Re- 
bellion with great Elegance , Judgment , 
Brevity and Fidelity, to the Depoſition of 
Richard Cromwell, May the 7th. 1659. in 
two parts, in which he hath excellently de- 
ſcribed the Methods by which that abomi- 
nable War was raiſed, and maintained by 
our Factions; the Execrable Murther of 
Charles the Martyr,and the Miſeries that fol- 
lowed thereupon, and overwhelmed the 
Engliſh Nation. ; 

Dr. Thomas Skinner another Learned Phy. Skinner. 
ſician, has continued the former till the 
year 1669. deſcribing the excellive joy of 
Enoland at the Reſtitution of Charles the 
Second of Bleſſed M:mory, and the Cata- 
trophies of the Regicides, with an Ele- 
gance as bright and ſparkling as the Er- 
gliſh exultation was in the day when God 
ſo wonderfully turn'd the Captivity of our 
Iſrael, a day never to be forgotcen by 
Engliſhmen. 
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SE C T. XXXI. 


Although we have no perfett Body of our En- 
gliſh Hiſtory in Latin, Written according 
ro the dignity of the Subjeft, yet we have 
ſome that bave done it very well in Engliſh. 
John Speed his Theatre of the Britiſh Em- 
pire, is an Iliuſtrious Work, and tobe con- 
templated in the firſt place by our Youth,and 
eſpecially by thoſe that intend to Travell. 


Ur now, if any of our Countreymen, 
who are deſirous to Reade the Hiſto- 
ry of England, be ſo delicate, that he thinks 
it a task of too much labour and trouble to 
undertake the Reading of ſo many Au- 
thours, and therefore would rather chuſe 
ſome one Hiſtorian ( who may ſerve in- 
ſtead of all the reſt) and ſtick to, and pur- 
ſue him alone: He mult remember, as 1 
ſaid before, that there is no ſuch Latin Hi- 
{torian extant, who hath well deſcribed the 
Aﬀairs of Britain, from its firſt Inhabiting 
to our Times : but yet there are ſome, who, 
in Engliſh, have commendably attempted to 
doe this. Amongſt whom, I ſhall not fear 
to commend in the firſt place, that famous 
Man 7ohn Speed. He having travell'd over 
all Great Britain, read diligently all our 
own Hiſtorians, and thoſe of our neighbour 
Nations, together with a diligent ſearch in 
the Publick Offices, Rolls, Monuments, and 
Ancient Writings, or Charters, built up a 
ſplendid 
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Splendid and Admired Theatre of the Br:- 
11ſh Empire , which, with great Expedition 
and Labour, he perfected in XIV. years, in 
Ten ( Scenes, or ) Books, in this order. 
- In his Firſt Scene, he hath moſt excellently 
repreſented the image of this Kingdom , 
with its diſtin&t Couaties, and Principal 
Cities and Towns : In his 11d. he Exhibits 
_ all the Provinces of Wales: In the IIId. he 
gives a Deſcription of the whole King- 
dom of Scotland : In the IVth, he ſhews the 
Kingdom of Jreland, and all the ſeveral 
parts of it. Nor has he onely propoſed to 
our view, the naked Images, and bare Maps, 
though he has done that roo with great ex- 
actneſs and beauty, in theſe Four firſt 
Scenes : but he hath alſo, by ſhort Narra- 
tives, adjoin'd to his Maps, diſcovered 
whatever in each part is Memorable and 
Worthy to be ſeen, or taken notice of, If 
from thence the Reader turns his Eyes up- 
on the Vth Scene, he will ſee the Situation 
and Greatneſs of the Britiſh Iſlands : the 
Ancient Names, firſt Inhabitants, Manners, 
Palities, with the moſt Ancient Kings and 
Governours. When he comes to the Vith 
Scene, he will find there the Succeſlions and 
Actions of thoſe Monarchs and Preſidents , 
who flouriſhed during the times in which 
the Romans were Maſters of Britain : In the 
Vllth Scene the Authour doth expreſs the 
Hiſtory of the Saxon and Engliſh Monarchs, 
and the times of their Reigns. In the 
Vllth Scene he Commemorates the Origine 
M 3 of 
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of the Danes, their Expeditions and Incur. 
ſions into Englard, and all their Attions 
here which are worth the taking notice of. 
In the IXth he deſcribes the Invaſion of the 
. Normans, their Conqueſt, and the Hiſtory 
of William the Conquerour, and all his Suc- 
ceſſours : And laſtly, in the Xth Scene, he 
hath contained the Joyfull Entrance of 
Fames the Firſt, the moſt happy Union of 
the Two Kingdoms, and the Peace eſta- 
bliſhed by King Fames with all the Neigh- 
bour Kings and Princes. And then, as a 
Corollary, the Venerable Authour doth, with 
a Vivid and Unaffetted Style (which runs 
through his whole Work) moſt clearly 
ſhew, that horrible black, and never be- 
fore heard of Deſign of the Ganpowder- 
Plot, which was by God miraculouſly dif- 
covered and prevented. 

Wherefore I do moſt earneſtly exhort 
our Young Men, and eſpecially thoſe who 
are of Noble birth, and intend to Travell, 
that they would firſt peruſe this beautifull 
Theatre of Great Britain, and run over all 
the parts of it, before they Travell into 
Foreign Countries, or viſit ſtrange Nati- 
ons: For though I will not deny, that the 
defire of knowing the various I aws of 
Countries, the ſearching out the Rites and 
Cuſtoms of many ſeveral People, and the 
ſeeing the Forms of divers Cities, is a 
very commendable affettion, and which 
was highly celebrated in Ulyſſes : yet I 
think it is prepoſterous, if not Fn 

| elire 
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defire to ſee Foreign, and far diſtant things, 
and in the mean time neglect what is nearer 
and at home; to ſeek out Ciries that 
are Situate abroad, and afar off; and nei- 
ther to ſee nor know thoſe we have at home. 


And this is the more unrea- 
ſonable, becauſe our Britain 
is one of the moſt celebrated 
Iſlands in the whole Wor 1d, 
and hath many famous Ci- 
ries in it, many Temples Re- 
verend and Augult for Reli- 
gion, Venerable for their 
Antiquity,and Conſpicuous 
for their Ornaments and 


It ts baſe and hurtful 
and unworthy a good Sub - 
ed, to ſearch into. and ad« 
mare the things that belong 
to Strangers; and in the 
Interim never to conſider 
the gwd things of their 
own Countries, neithzr 05- 
ſerving nor magnifying the 
Vertues of their own Princes, 
which 1s ever before their 


Splendour ; we have Moun- Eyes. Georg. Fahrirt. 


tains which are enobled by 

Fame ;, Fountains, thar for- their uſe and 
effects, are admir?d ; Navigable Rivers and 
ſafe Ports,and many other things which are 
infinitely worth our peruſal and knowledge. 
Therefore let we perſuade you, Young 
Men, once or more to view, and with great 
attention to run through the four Firſt 
Scenes of this Theatre, I mean the Seogra- 
phical part. I am much deceived, if there 
be any where, under Heaven, a*Countrey 
that can boaſt of more Monuments which 
deſerve to be ſeen: Then go through the 
other Six Scenes, and reade the Hiſtorical 
part ſeriouſly 3 I will become your Surety, 
that you ſhall find in every one of theſe 
Parts, ſome things that are very well wor- 
thy of remembring. Nor do l think there 


M 4 iS 


The Method and Order 


is any Countrey under Heaven which has 
ſo much reaſon to Glory in the Illuſtrious 
Atchievements of her Children as ours hath. 
To conclude, this you may be ſure of 
that which ſoever of you hath treaſured 
up the greateſt number of our domeſtick 
affairs and things; and does freely com- 
municate them to Foreigners whereſoeyer 
he comes ( which for the moſt part is de- 
ſired by moſt Men) he will be the Wel- 
comeſt Gueſt, and will have the greateſt 
liberty of inquiring ( as doth become a 
Traveller) into the Manners and Laws of 
thoſe People he comes amongſt, and of 
 asking concerning the forms of their Ci- 
ties, their Princes, Wars and Accidents , 
or whatever other events are worth the 
obſerving ; and ſo will return home much 
the better furniſhed with the deſired fruits 
of his Travels. | 
Hitherto we have diſcourſed of the Po- 
litical , or Civil Hiſtories , and in what 
 Arder they are to be read. | 


ADDITION. 
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ADDITION. 


As I haye before given an account as 
well as I could, and-in the ends of the IV 
foregoing Sections, diſcourſed of the La- 
tine Hiſtorians of the Engliſh Nation, 
which have been Printed ſince our Authour 
wrote, ſo I will here with the Reader?®s 
leave, take the ſame liberty in relation to 
the Engliſh Hiſtorians of our Nation , 
ſome of which have been Printed ſince the 


Authour finiſhed this piece , and others 


Perhaps were omitted by him, becauſe theſe 
Lectures were read in an Vmniverſity , and 
to men generally well acquainted wich the 
Latine Tongue. 

The firſt that I will take notice of is 
Mr. Aylet Sammes his Britannia Antiqua 
Illuſtrata , or the Antiquities of ancient 
Britain , derived from the Phznicsans , 
wherein the Original Trade of this Iſland 


is diſcovered, the names of Places, Offices,” 


Digunities, as likewiſe the Idolatry, Lan- 
guage and Cuſtomes of the primitive Inha- 
bitants, are clearly demonſtrgted from 
that Nation; many old Monumefts illuſtra- 
ted, and the Commerce with that People 
as well as the Greeks plainly ſet forth, and 
Colletted out of approved Greek, and La- 
tie Authours, together with a Chronolog:- 
cal Hiſtory of this Kingdom, from the firſt 
traditional beginning untill the year of our 
Lord 800, when the Name of BRIT AIN 
Was 


[| 
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was changed into ENGL AMD, faith- 
fully Collected out of the. beſt Authours, 
and diſpoſed in a better method than hath 
hitherto been done, with the Antiquities 
of the Saxons as well as Phenicians, Greeks 
and Romans, Printed in Folio in Londor, in 
the year 1676, Volume the firſt. 

I know very well ſome Learned men have 
taken great exceptions to this Piece and 
have affirmed many things in 1t to be fabu- 
lous, and 1 will not conteſt for the truth of 
the whole, and every part of it, but then 
I will preſume to ſay that I have found good 
Authority for ſome of thoſe things which 
ſome have pretended Mr. Samms invented, 
and if we are to ſtay for an Hiſtory, which 
all the World approves of before we reade 
one, our Lives will end with as little 
knowledge of paſt times, as of thoſe that 
are to follow us when we are dead; I know 
any ingenious perſon who ſhall reade this 
piece, mult reap much ſatisfaction, pleaſure 
and delight from ir. 

Fobn Milton who was Latine Secretary to 
Oliver Cromwell, a Learned, ingenious, but 
a very factious man, wrote the Hiſtory of 
Britain, thif part eſpecially that is called 
England, from the firſt traditional begin- 
ning of it to the Norman Conqueſt Col- 
lected out of the ancienteſtand beſt Authours 
(as he faith,) it was printed 1670, and 
1671, In Quarto, and 1n 1678 in Ofave. 


The 
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The ſtyle and compoſure of this Hiſtory 
is delicate, ſhort and perſpicuous, and 1t 
is of the greater value, becauſe few of our 
Engliſh Writers begin (to any purpoſe) 
before the Norman Conqueſt, paſſing over 
all thoſe times that went before it with a 
ſlight hand. 

DoCtour Fohn Heyward writ the Hiſtory 
of the firſt Norman Kings, william the 
Conquerour, William Rufus, and Henry the 
firſt ; he lived in the times of King Fames, 
and was a Civilian and a very candid, true 
and Learned Writer. 

Samuel Daniel writ the ColleCtion of the 
Hiſtory of England, where in making ſome 
ſhort reflexions on the State of Britain, 
and the Succeſſion of the Saxons, he deſcends 
to Wilkam the Conguerour and the Norman 
Kings, and ends with the Reign of Ed- 
ward the third, Anno Domins 1376. 

It is written with great brevity and Po- 
liteneſs, and his Political and Moral Re- 
flexions are very fine, uſefull and inſtruc- 
tive. 

Fohn Truſſel continued this Hiſtory with 
the like brevity and truth, but not with 
equal Elegance, till the end of the Reign 
of Richard the third, Anno Domini 1484. 
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In that Period or interval of time which 
Damel hath written , there are two Lives 
writ by two ſeveral Pens, the firſt is the 
Life of Henry the third, writ by that 
Learned, wiſe and ingenious Gentleman 
Sir Kobert Cotton Knight, in a Maſculine 
ſtyle, with great labour and pains, and 
with a Loyal deſign. 

« The Second isa piece which was late- 
& ly Printed with this Title; the Hiſtory 
&© of the Life, Reign and Death of Edward 
« the II King of England, and Lord of 
& Treland, with the Riſe and Fall of his great 
« Favorites, Gaveſton and the Spencers , 
« written by E. F. in the year 1627, and 
« Printed verbatim from the Original in 
< the year 1680. 

Who this E. F. was I know not, but 
that he was under the Dominion of a migh- 
ty Diſcontent, is apparent by his ſhort 
Preface to the Reader, his firſt words 
there are theſe. 


Fo out-run thoſe weary hours, of a 
and. ſad Paſſion , my melancho- 
ly Pen fell accidentally (faith he,) 
on this Hiſtorical Relation , which 
Speaks A King, our own, though one 
of the moſt unfortunate , and ſhews 
the Pride and fall of his inglorious 
Aimons. 


' If this Book was really written when 


pretended, it may be probably con __ 
Tn1s 
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this Male-Content had a mighty ſpleen a- 
gainſt the then Dake of Buckingham, who 
being baited this year by the Commons 
in Parliament, fell a Sacrifice to popular 
diſcontent the year following, which with 
ſome other things to me unknown, might 
occaſion the ſuppreſſing this Hiſtory then, 
and ir had been as well ,, if it had neyer 
been Printed, being partial to the higheſt 
degree and deſigned to encourage rather 
than ſuppreſs Rebellion, Sedition and Trea- 
ſon, and now why it was raked up out of 
the Duſt and Printed when it was, I ſhall 
leave the World to gueſs ; onely I cannot 
forbear obſerving, the Authour was more 
ingenuous than the Pudliſher, not onel 

becauſe he concealed it, but: alſo becauſe 
he had undonbtedly ſet down the' cauſes of 
his diſcontent, in the beginning of his 
Preface , which are omitted in the Print, 
for thoſe weary howrs mult relate to ſome- 
_ before expreſt, to perfect the 

nſe. 

Within this Period of time belonging 
to Truſſel falls in the Life of Henry the LVth, 
written by Dr. Heyward, and alſo the 
Life of Edward the IVth, written'very Ele- 
gantly and Prudently, by William Habing- 
ron Eſquire, and the Life of R:chard the 
third, written by George Back Gent. 

Francis Biordi an Italian Gentleman , 
and of the Privy Chamber to King Charles 
the firſt, hath written in the Jtaliar 
Tongue the Ciyil Wars between the two 
Houſes 
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Houſes of Lancaſter and York, from King 


| Richard the ſecond, to King Heyry the 


VIII, tranſlated Elegantly into Engliſh 


' (faith Sir Richard Baker ,) by Henry Earl of 


Monmouth. 

Sir Francis Bacon, Viſcount St. Albans , 
writ the Hiſtory of Henry the 7** in a moſt 
Elegant ſtyle. 

Edward Lord Herbert of Sherbury, hath 
writ the Life of Henry the Eighth, with 
great ExaQtneſs and Accuracy, as he was 
a perſon of great induſtry and-capacity. 
He was put upon this Work by King 
Charles the firſt, and conſulted all our Re- 
cords. 

Dr. Fohn Heyward wrote the Life. of 
Edward the Ylth, very Elegantly, and as 
much of that Prince's Reign, and that of 
Queen Mary was ſpent in matters of Re- 
ligion; ſo Dr. Peter Heylin in his Eccleſia 
Anglicana Reſtaurata , has given a very 

ood account of their two Reigns, and al- 
o Dr. Gilbert Burnet in his Hiſtory of the 
Reformation in two Volumes in Folio, 
which is excellently Epitomized by himſelf 
in Ocftavo. 

Though theſe two chiefly intend the 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of thoſe times, yet 
they have carefully intermixt the Civil 
Hiſtory alſo, eſpecially Burner, who with 
his Hiſtory hath publiſhed many Original 
Records of thoſe times, which do purely 
belong to the Civil Hiſtory, 


Sir 
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Sir William Dugdale one of the Kings 
of Arms in England, hath writ two Books 
which he ſtyies the Baronage of England, 
being an excellent Hiſtory of the Succeſſi- 
ons of all the noble Families of England, 
which is of excellent uſe to the well under- 
ſtanding of the Engliſh Hiſtory. 

Sir Richard Baker hath written a Chro- 
nicle of the Kings of England , from the 
times of the Romans Government , unto 
the Death of King James, to which the 
Reign of Charles the firſt, and the firſt 13 
ycars of Charles the ſecond, were added 
by one Mr. Edward Philips, which ends 
with the Coronation of that Prince being 
the 23d. of April 1661. 

The former Sir William Dugdale ( as is 
ſuppoſed,) hath writ a ſhort account of 
the late troubles of England, wherein all 
the proceedings of the Rebellion are ex- 
cellently laid together. 

Fame: Heath Gent. hath alſo written 
the Hiſtory of the ſame times ( very well 
as it is ſaid,) to the Reſtirution of Charles 
the ſecond, continued fince to the year 
1675 by F. Phillips, 

William Sanderſon hath written not onely 
the Reigns of Queen Mary of, Scorland 
and King James, but alſo another piece 
which he calls a complete Hiſtory of the 
Life and Reign of King Cbarle: (the firſt, ) 
from his Cradle to his Grave, but as this 
was written and publiſhed during our hor- 
rid Confuſions here in England , _— 
fore 
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fore his late Majeſty's Reſtitution, fo there 
are many things in 'it (as it is faid) which 
will need amendment. 

The truth is , there hath been never a 
00d Hiſtory writ ſince Camder's Annals, 
of our affairs that ever yet came to my 
knowledge ; nor perhaps have the times 
been fuch as to bear one ; that of Tacitus 
is conſiderable , the proſperous and unfortu- 
nate Events of the azicient People of Rome 
are delivered by great Writers , in the times 
of Auguſtns there was no want of generous 
Pens, till they were ſuppreſt by the riſing flat- 
tery of the times ;, the accounts of Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius and Nero, - whilſt theſe 
Princes flouriſhed were out of fear, falſe, and 
after rhey were gone, whilſt the hatred of men 
Tas freſh, mere-as much too ſharp; from which 
conſiderations I reſolved (ſaith he,) to deliver 
a few, and thoſe of the laſt Aﬀtions of Au- 
guſtus, (when! the flattery he hints at be- 
gan,) and then the Reign of Tiberius and the 
reſt, without Anger or affettion , as having 
by reaſon of the diftance of the time , had no 
concern with any of them. I need not make 
any application , nor will the caſe bear 

| one. But yetI ſhould have 


By theſe two means Cam- excepted one Hiſtorian and 
den ſecured his liberly s that is Fohnſtonivs , but 


nary y_ 45-4 pore though he did not publiſh his 
anus, who printed it in Hiſtory in his Life, and ſo 


Holland after Camden þy thar, and putting it in- 


was dead. 


to ſuch hands as Printed it 
beyond the Seas, ſecured his 
Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory from all ſuſpicion of a neceſſitated 
Compliance, yet then he being a Stranger 
to our Engliſh Laws and Conſtitutions, has 
committed ſome faulcs which an Engliſh 
man would have eaſily avoided, and ſpeaks 
too contemptuouſly of ſome of our Greateſt 
Lawyers, whom he ſtyles every where Le- 
guleu, as if they had been ſome little ſnar- 
ling Countrey Atrornies. 

If now our Reader deſires a ſhort courſe 
of Engliſh Hiſtory, he may begin with 
Altos firſt, then take Daniel and Trufſel, 
and then Sir Francs Bacon's, Henry the 7*h, 
and Biſhop Godwin's Annals, which will 
bring him down to the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth , where Camdern's Annals (ſuch 
as they now are in Engliſh) fall in, and 
for the reſt he may take his Choice accor- 
ding to his fancy. 


There is an excellent Catalogue of the 
Hiſtorians of England in Baker's Chronicle, 
- which the Reader may Conſult too if he 


pleaſe. 


MANTISSA: 


OR, 
An Addition Concerning the 


Hiſtorians of particular Nations , 
as well Ancient as Modern; by 
Nicholas Horſeman. 


—— 


Br — _—— 


GHESICLE EL 


The deſign and method of this Appendix, 7n 
what order we ſhould proceed tm relation to 
particular Hiftorsans ;, the prineipal Writer 
of each Countrey are to be ſelefted;, the 
Hiſtorians of the latter Ages compared with 
the more Ancient. | 


TY far our Authour (Mr. Deg. Wheare) 
nas proceeded concerning the Civil 
Hiſtory, and was juſt now going to lead his 
Reader to the Church Hiſtory, and yet wwe 
will preſume to him herea ſmall time, 
and I will not deſpair neither of obtaining 
an eaſie pardon for this my unſeaſonable 

N 2 inter- 
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interpoſition from thoſe who deſire to 
run through a perfect Collettion of Hiſto- 
rlans , eſpecially if they ſhall be ſenſible 
that theſe Endeavours of ours may in any 
degree promote their Studies. The Ro- 
man Empire long ſince ſinking under its 
own weight, and being at laſt torn in pie- 
ces and divided, each diſtintt Nation be- 
gan to rely upon its own Forces, and ad- 
miniſtred its own affairs both: at home and 
abroad, and from thence the particular Hi- 
ſtories of particular Nations have ſprung 
up, which our Authour hath left untouch- 
ed and unſaluted,the Britiſh onely excepted, 
and this Field 1 will preſume to Reap, by 
adding here an Appendix concerning the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Nations, who are now 
poſleſt of ſome part of the ancient Roman 
Empire , or were never ſubject to it, in 
which we will repreſent, or at leaſt inarti- 
ficially deſcribe thoſe ancient and Modern 
Writers, who have illuſtrated the affairs 
and Actions of the more conſiderable peo-. 
ple by their Pens. Tis not indeed our 
purpoſe to ſeek curiouſly after, and name 
all theſe Hiſtorians, (as indeed who can 
pretend to know them ? )) or ſolicitouſly 
to digeſt, and accurately treat of them, 
which is a very troubleſome buſineſs, and 
above our Abilities. 

But I think it reaſonable here to adviſe 
all the lovers of Hiſtory in the very en- 
trance of the Work, that they ſhould be- 
gin with the Antiquities of their own Coun- 
tries, 
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tries, (as for inſtance, the Brita#ns with' 


the Britsſh,) and ſo proceed to thoſe of 0- 


ther*Countries, and in the firſt place to: 


thoſe Nations which have'had frequent 
Leagues , Wars or Commerce with their 
own. And it will alſo be very advantage- 
ous to chuſe ſome principal Authour, who 
may ſeem to excell all other in writing the 
Miſtory of that Countrey , as in the Ger- 
man Hiſtory Lambertus Schafnaburgenſi, . 
in the Auſtrian Hiſtory Lazims, in'the 
Hungarian Bonfinim, in the Gothick For- 
—_ in the Hiſtory of Denmark Saxo 
Grammaticw , in the Sclavonian Helmoldms, 
in the Longobardian Paulus Diaconm , in the 
| Polonian Chromerus,, in the Pruſſian Stella, 
in the Bohemian e/Eneas Sylvims, in that of 
Switzars Simlerw, 1n the Burgundian Heu- 
terw, in that of Saxony Crantzim, in the 
Bavarian Aventinu, in the Flandrian Me- 
jerws, in the Dutch Grotims,, in the French 
P. eAmylixs, in the Spaniſh Mariana, and fo 
for the relt. 

But here our Reader of the Barbarian 
Hiſtory, may be pleaſed to underſtand that 
the Authours for the moſt part with which 
he is now to Converſe, do-ſink very much 
beneath the Eloquence of thoſe of the grea- 
ter Nations, the Greeks and Romans, and 
that they are very much inferiour both in 
Ability and Dignity , to'thoſe who with 
their Pens have adorn'd ' the Stories of 
thoſe once potent People, not onely in 
many other things, but eſpecially in-the 

N 3 purity 


4 


I8 


An Addition Concerning the 


pority of their Styles; forin the darkneſs 
of that decrepit Age, they uſe a ſtyle 
which by reaſon of the Barbarity and 
harſhneſs of it cannot but offend thoſe 
whoſe Ears have beenuſed to a terſe and 
delicate phraſe; and the Hiſtorians of 
thoſe times which affefted Elegance, choſe 
to imitate thoſe of the middle Ages ; Eu- 
rropins, Paulus Diaconus, Oroſnu, and the 
like, who were as remote from the Roman 
Eloquence, as they were from the times 
in which it flouriſhed, rather than Czſar, 
Saluft , Livy, and the reſt of the great 
Princes of the Senate of Hiſtorians, in 
which the native Vigour and Spirit of the 
Roman Language exerts it ſelf, and in 
truth there are\ not many who aimed at 
the perfections of thoſe middle Writers, 
and they are yet more ſcarce - who have at- 
tain'd to that degree of perfection , and 
yet they are not. to be perſecuted or re- 
5 wg for this neither , becauſe they 

Il into this Misfortune , more by the ne- 
ceſlities of the times in which they Lived, 
than by their own faults, which is og 


to beſpeak their Pardon with all can 


Readers. In aftcient' Coins we regard 
the Weight, and the Matter much more 
than the Neatneſs of the Stamp, and ſo in 
thoſe Authors which have been depreſſed 
by the iniquity- of their times, and there- 
by difabled from ſhewing. their Vertues, 
we ought rather to conſider the weight 
and excellence of the things they have de- 
_T . livered, 
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livered, than the brightneſs or ſweetneſs 
of Diſcourſe ; what Czcero ſaid of the Phi- 


loſophers, f they ring with them Eloquence, x, de fin 


it 1 not to be deſpiſed, but if they have it 
not, it is not mightily to be Mex , Is by 
us to be applicd to an Hiſtorian, 

But as to thoſe who Wrote after the 
reviving of —_ and the reſtitution 
of the Juſt eſteem of Eloquence ;, (as there 
is a Circulation of all things,) they I fay, 
have more illuſtrated Hiſtory, and treated 
it according to its Dignity , ſo that the 
following Ages have many Hiſtorians , 
which it I ſhould preſume to compare 
with the Ancient Writers, I ſhould not 
be deſtitute of the ſuffrage of the Grea- 
teſt men, for men of no mean Learning 
have heretofore thought that Guicciardin, 
Comnes and e/Amiliu, were ſo far from 
being inferiour to Livy , Saluſft and Te 
cit , that they might conteſt the Prece- 
dence with them. 
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TESTICLES IU 


The Hiſtorians of the Germans , and of all 
thoſe people which live betwixt the Alpes 
and the Baltick Sea, and the Rhine and 
the Welillell, ro which #s joyned the Hi- 
ſtory of the Goths, Vandals, Hunnes, 
Herulans, Switzars, Lombards, Polont- 
ans, Muſcovites, Danes and Swedes. 

GE E have a ſmall piece of Tacitus , 
of the Situation, Manners and Peo- 
ple of the Ancient Germans, and It 1s reſo- 
nable that we ſhould believe he underſtood. 
the affairs of thoſe People very well , be- 
cauſe he was employed as a Souldier in 
the Wars againſt them, and was Gover- 
nour of the Low Countries under Hadrian 
the Emp-rour, and he in his Annals fre- 
quently takes notice of the German af- 
fairs, ard eſpecially of the Expedition of 
Ceſar Germanicw, and the Victory he ob- 
An. Chriſti taincd againſt Arminizs, General of the 
= Chiru clans now calPd Mansfelders, but 
therc is aone of thoſe Hiſtorians which are 
now Ext:.nt, which hath ſo largely deſcri- 
bed t c Battcl in which Arminizs routed 
and tataily deſtroyed Quintilius Varus and 
Dion Caſ- his Army, as D#on Caſſius in his LVIth 


ins. Book, Ammianus Marcellinus alſo, who was 
Amm1anus b | : 

Marcelli- 4a Souldier under Conftantins and Fultanus 
nu, the Reman Emperours, takes notice of 


many things concerning the Franks, Ale- 
| means, 
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mans, and other German Nations , which 

are very true and worthy to be known. 
Huldericus Mutius Hugwaldus , who lived Hugwal- 
about the year of Chriſt 1551 , Wrote dus. 
XXXlI Books of the Oriy:ine of the Ger- 

mans, their Manners, Cuſtoms, Laws, and 
memorable Actions in Peace and Wear , 

from their firſt beginning to the year of 
Chriſt 1539, which he collefted out of 

their beſt Authours. | 

Conradus a Liechtenaw, Abbas Urſpergenſis y;per. 
Wrote a Chronicle from Belus the firſt gents. 
King of the Aſſyrians, to the IXth year of | 
Frederick the ſecond, that 1s tro the year 
of Chriſt 1229, who in the affairs of others 
is very ſhort, but in what concerns the 
Germans in his own times, and thoſe that 
went juſt before him he is much larger, 
and ba; (as Vollius ſaith,) many things that |,  , 

: /t. 
may be read with great advantage. Gaſpar |,, j , 
Hedio continued the latter from the yc>r Gaſpar He- 
1230, to the year 1537, adding many me- do. 
morable things omitted by. Vr/ſpergenſis , 
and beſides this Continuation he alſo Wrote 
a German Chronicle. 

Lambertus Schafnaburgenſis who flouriſh- L ambertus: 
ed about the year of Chriſt 1077, Wrote Schatna- 
one Volume of the Hiſtory of Germany, >*rgcntis. 
which he brought down to the year 1077, 
which as Trithemins expreſſeth himſelf, & 
very well and pleaſantly done ;, and Fuſtus Lip- Chron, 1, x, 
fins faith of this,and Rodoricas Toletanus that 
they are as Good as that Age could poſſibly Nit.ad Po- 
afford, but the Commendation of the Lear- /*. 1. c.9. 

ned 
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ned 7oſeph Scakger, in his piece de Emen- 
datione tempornm ls very illuſtrious ; in truth 
(faith he,) I admire the Purity of this man's 
ſtyle, and the exatineſs of his Computation, 
in ſo barbarous an Age, which « ſo great, 
that he might put the Chronologeys of our 
times to the bluſh; if they had any ſenſe of 
. theſethings. Nor will I conceal the cenſure 

Praf. ad Of Melanithon ;, I have not ſeen ((aith he,) 

Gaſpar  Wrier of the German Hiſtory that hath 

Chur. Wines with greater induftry, though he 
hath alſo put in ſome private things which are 
unworthy of the knowledge of Poſterity ; 
on Which account, and for that his Fide- 
lity is ſuſpeCted in ſome things, pertai- 
ning to the Controverſie between He 
the 4th, and Gregory the 7th, he has been 
cenſured by ſome others. 

Erphor- A certain Monk of Erfurd has brought 

dens. gown the laſt named Authour to the year 
1472, and hasalſo Written an Hiſtory of 
the Landgraves of Duringer, the principal 
Town of which is Erfurd. 

Marianus Aarianus a Scat by Nation, but a Monk 


| Fuldentis. of p14, in Germany, an Elegant Wriger for 


the times, as Sigebertus faith of him, pro- 

duced a Chronicle to his own times that 

is, to the year 1073, in three Books which 

Dodechi. Doedechinus afterwards continued to the 
your year 1200. | 

Otto Fri- Oro Friſingenſss of Freiſing in Noricum, 

fingenfic. (and not of Friſeland) as ene Sylvins 

+ iInſinuates, deſcended of an zmperial Famis+ 

ly, has Written a Chronicle from the be- 

g1nning 
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ginning of the World to the times of Fre- 
derick, the firſt, that is, to the year -of 
Chriſt 1146 in VII Books, (for the VIIIth 
is not an Hiſtory but a Diſſertation con- 
cerning Antichriſt, the ReſurreCtion of the 
Dead , the end of the World, and thelafſt 
Judgment,)which is continued by an ancient 
Authour to the year 1210, and the ſame 
Otto Wrote the Life of Frederick the firſt, 
his Couſin or Nephew (Sirnamed e/Enobar- 
bus,) by the Command and Encourage- 
ment of this Prince in II Books , (which 
Kadevicus another Writer by adding two 
Books more brought down to the year 
1160.) This Otto, though he was Uncle to 
this Emperour Frederick, yer that Relation 
did no way prejudice the truth, as e/Eneas 
Sylvius ſaith , who was afterwards Pope by 
the Name of Pius. | 
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Luitiprandus Ticinenſis , beginning from Luitipran« 
Arnolphus Emperour of Germany, and the 4us 


year 891, in which the Seracen:; took Fraf- 
finel a ſmall Town upon the River Po in 
Italy, Wrote in ſix Books the Hiſtory of 
the principal Tranſattions of his own 
times in Exrope, in many of which he him- 
ſelf was preſent , which ends Anno Chriſts 
963. Hewasa privy Counſellour to Be- 
rengarius the ſecond, King of Italy, and 
falling into his disfavour fled to Orton I, 
and at Franckford Wrote this Hiſtory as 
he ſaith himſelf, {b. 5. cap. 14. 


Beatus Rhenanus Publifhed III Books of Beatus 
the German affairs, excellently Compoſed, Rhenanu:. 


Fohan- 
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Fohannes Aventinus Wrote X Books un- 


Aventis. der the Title of Germany illuſtrated , and 


Fabricius 


alſo the Annals of the Bavarians, from 
the Flood tp the year of Chriſt 1460, in 
VII Books ;' (how ill Baronius thought of 
this Authour appears, To. 9g. Ad Arn- 


mum 772.) 
Georgius Fabricius Chemnicenſis , Wrote 


—_— the Hiſtory of Great Germany , and of all 


Saxony in two Books, and to Conclude , 
MAK QU ARDUS FREHERUS firſt put 
out in one Volume ſome very excellent 
German Hiſtorians which before were un- 
known. 


AE LL & 6. 808, 
The Hiſtorians of Auſtria. 


Guillman- Ranciſcus Guillimanmis Wrote VII Books 


nas. 


Lazius. 


of the ancient and true Origine of 
the Houſe of Auſtria ; he flouriſhed about 
the year of Chriſt 1500. Wolfangns La- 
zins of Vienna has comprehended the Hi- 
ſtory of Auſtria in IV Books; Gerhardus 
de Reo, and Conradus Decins have Written 
Annals alfo of Auſtria; there is Extant 
too, a Chronicle of the Dukes of Bavaria 
and Suevia, written by an uncertain Au- 
thour, and to theſe may be added the Au- 
ftriades of Richardus Bartolinus Peruſenus 
in XII Books which concern the Wars be- 
tween 
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tween the Dukes of Bavaria and the Princes 


of the Palatinate, which was illuſtrated with 
Notes by Facobu Spigelins Seleſt adienſss. 


—__ 
— 


ARSE3 CLE 


The Hiſtorians of the Hunnes and Hunga- 
rians. 
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Ohannes de Thwroz,, or Turocius (fo call'd Turocis. 


I from the Province of Thwrocz , ) wrote 
a Chronicle of the Hungarian affairs, from 
the very riſe of that Nation under Arri/a 
their firſt King, to the Coronation of Mar- 
thi , which was in the year of Chriſt 
1464; of this Authour Trithemius Writes 
thus, Johannes Thuroth.a Pannonian, was 
a man excellently acquainted with, and well 
exerciſed in Civil Literature , and not igno- 
rant in Divine knowledge, of an exalted In- 
genuity, and a clear Eloquence ; this Authour 
lived Anno Chriſts 1494. 


Fohannes Bonfinins Compoſed an Elegant pongniue, 


Hiſtory of the Kings of Hungary in four 
Decades and an half, that is, in XLV Books 
which reacheth to the Death of Matthias 
Hunniades, and the beginning of YVladiſlaus 
or the year 1495, which he began at the 
Command of Marthias. Bonfinius flouriſh- 
ed about the year of Chriſt 1496. 


Petrus Ranzanus Wrote Indexes as he Ranzanus. 


calls them of the Hungarian Tranſattions , 
of 
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of which Foh. Sambucus who firſt reſcued 
them from the Duſt and Darkneſs in which 
they lay, and Publiſhed them to the World 
writes thus ; It ſeems the ways of Writing 
Hiſtories heretofore were very various , this 
Authour having ſome Indexes of the Kings of 
Hungary, given him at Vienna by Beatrix, 
extratted out of the ſame Records from which 
Bonfinius deſcribed his, he fo well deduced 
' and illuſtrated them , that he is in nothing in- 
feriour to the beft Writers of the Hungarian 
Hiſt ovy, for in this brevity he has Comprehen- 
ded what ever ts required to render an Hiſtory 
Elegant and uſefull, and he ts the more valu- 
able alſo , that whereas: there are ſome Gaps 
and miſtakes by the faults of the Tranſeribers 
in Bonfinius bis Hiſtory , we may here find 
direftions for the reftifying all theſe Erratas, 
and be aſſiſted at the ſame time in ſearching 
out the ſincere and perfeft truth ;, thus far 
Sambucns. | 
Callima- Philip Callimachus Experiens, wrote an | 
chus. orgy Po wo Life and Reign 1 FR | 
. King of Poland and Hungary, 10 elegant 
a oy ln » that Ps Yoriny did _ 
ſcruple to ſay of it , that in his jud 
it excelld all that had been Written of 
that kind, ſince Cornelius Tacitus , 
through ſo many Ages as have ſince followed ; 
this Authour flouriſhed Anno Chrifts 1490. 
Melchior Soiterus, and Petrus Bizarrns 
have Written the Hiſtory of the Hungarian 
Wars. - 


ARTE 


Hiſtorians of Particular Nations. I9T 


ARZFICLE VF 


The Hiſterians of the Goths,, Danes , Scla- 
vonians and Swedes. 


[Das has Written III Books of the Procopius. 
' Gorhick, Wars, and Agathias the Smyr- Agatiias. 
nean.V Books, both of them in Greek P—_— 
and in Latinez Fernandes the Biſhop of 1. 

. the Goths, who reduced into II Books the 

Hiſtory of Aurelizs Caſrodorws , (who 

was Secretary to Theodoricws King of the 

Goths,) and Wrote a Gothick Hiſtory ia 

Xll Books. 

Iſidorus Hiſpalenſis Compoſed an Hiſtory 16dorus 
of the Origine of the Goths, and of the Hiſpalents 
Kingdom of the Sweves and Vandals : Fo- P—_— 
hannes Magnus a Biſhop of Sweden, wrote ,;,. 

a Hiſtory alſo of all the Kings of the Gorhs 
and Swedes, Leon Aretinus Compoſed alſo 
an Hiſtory of the Gorhs, but which affords 
nothing more than what Procopics hath 
written , ſo that he ſeems to be no more 
than his Paraphraſs, but he is more re-+ 
markable for another thing, that is, that 
be was the firſt Perſon who reſtored and com- 
municated the Greek, Tongue and Learningg 
after it had lain ſeveral Ages opprefſed and 
troden down , by the tyranny of the snſolent 
Barbarians , as P. Fovius writes of him in 
his Elogtes ;, he flouriſhed Arno Chriſti 1420. 

Flieronymus Rubens wrote of the Goths 

and Lend 


Saxs 
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| Sax.Gram- Saxo Grammaticus has deduced an Hiſto*» 
i matices. ry of Denmark from the utmoſt Antiquity 
down to his own times, that is to Canutus 
the VIth and Waldemarsus his Brother, the 
it Grandchildren of Saint Camus that is al- 
L | moſt to the year of Chriſt 1200. All he 
hath Written is not to be admitted hand 
over head without Examination, yet nei- 
ther is heſo great a Fabler as ſome have 
fanſied , who have no eſteem on that ac- 
count for him, amongſt whom is Goropius 

Wu Becanus, Which is the leſs worth our won- 
'' 1." der, becauſe he Mm({eIf doth nor write ſo 
WM! | much Paradoxes as impoſlibilities ; as to 


Saxo's ſtyle the Elegance of it #s ſo great 
DeHift.lat. (ſaith the Learned Yoſſus,) that it exceeded 
1 01! 11b.2. C:5%* the Capacity of the Age he livedin , yea it s 
110} equal to many of the ancient Writers , and to 

| + moſt of ours ;,, he flouriſhed about the year 
|| | of Chriſt 1220. 
By | Idacius. Idacius his Chronicle of Denmark, is 
l! 14þ from the times of Theodoſius the Great, to 

| the year of Chriſt 400. 
Wt | Fohannes Boterus and Erpoldus Linden- 
| bruch, have written accounts of the Kings 
of Denmark,, and in the year 1596 , Plan- 
.tin Printed a Compendious Hiltory of the 
Kings of Denmark to Chriſtian the IV*h, 
Gaſpar Ens wrote Commentaries concer- 
nt ; ning the Wars of Denmark both by Sea 

Ii and Land, in the Reign of Frederick, the 
ſecond, containing the moſt memorable 
Dithmarſick, and Swediſh War. 
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The Learned Fohannes Menrſius hath Meurfius. 
comprehended in III Books the Reigns of 
Chriſtian the firſt, Fohn his Son, and Chriſti- 
an the ſecond his Grandchildgthat is, from 
the year of Chriſt 1448, to the year 1523. 

Albertus Crantzizus hath Written an Hi- Alb.Crane- 
ſtory of the Yandals in XIV Books, and a zius. 
Chronicle of the other Northern Nations, 
as the Danes, Norwegians, Swedes , which 
is call'd Gorhia, and Scandia ; he begins at 
the times of Charles the Great , and comes 
down to the year 1504; he flouriſhed to 
the year 1517, In which he Died, Gerar- 
dus Geldenhaxrius writes thus of him : He yog. <4 
has almoſt onely ſeemed to me to deſerve the Hiſt. lar. 
Name of an Hiſtorian , becauſe he wrote the 116.3. c.10. 
Tranſattions of his own times truely, freely, 
and for the good of Poſterity . and others as 
Fabricius, &c. have as much commended 
his induſtry. 

Nicholaus Mareſcalcus wrote of the He- 
ruls and Vandals. 

Helmoldus a Sclavonian Presbyter , Helmoldus 
wrote the Hiſtory of the Sclavonians, Sax- 
ons, and the adjoyning Nations, from the 
year 800 or thereabouts, when they were 
converted to Chriſtianity by the care of 
Charles the Great, to the year 1168, 
about which time MHelmoldus fouriſhed, 
as he faith himſelf in his Preface, viz. 
about the times of Barbaroſſa. And ee 
there Arnoldus the Abbat of Lubeck, begins, Th 
who begins his Preface with theſe words. 
Becauſe Helmoldus a Prieſt of Bleſſed me- 

oO 


mory, 
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mory, was not able to bring bis Hiſtory of the 
Vocation and Submiſſion of the Sclavonians, 
and the Lives of thoſe Biſhops, at whoſe in- 
ſtance the Churches of theſe Countries were 
Founded , to ſuch End and Conclaſion as he 
deſired and intended ; we therefore with the 
[| aſſiſtence of God have reſolved to purſue that 
[ Work; and accordivgly he brought his 

ſupplement to the times of Orto the IV*b, 

(under whom he lived ;) the Learned A 
Voſſ. ds us ſpeaks thus of this Arnoldas, in the Scla- 
9 =_ lat. yonlan affairs be deſerves Credit , but not in 
fl We 3+ mhat he wrote concerning the French, Sicili- 


IA. [| ans «nd Grecians, in whoſe affairs it #« 


much better to conſult others who have made it 
their buſineſs to treat of them. 


Y 


ARTICLE vi 


| 14 The Hiſtorians of the Lombards now call'd 
| the Dutchy of Milan. 


Paulus a Warnefridas a Deacon of Aqui- 
warneſri- leja, wrote VI Books of the affairs 
dus. of the Lombards, he was Chancellonur to De- 
ſiderins King of the Lonoobards, of whom 
Sigebertus Chap. 61. writes this, He wrote 
the Hiſtory of the Vinnuli , who were after- 
wards called Lombards, in an excellent and 
copious Style, Raph. Volaterranus is much 
miſtaken , who takes this Warnefridus to 
be a different perfon from the Deacon of 

Aquileja ; 
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Aquileja ;, he flouriſhed about the year of 
Chriſt 780. Hieron Rubens wrote alſo of 
the Goths and Lombards. 

A Monk of Padua whoſe name is not 
known, has comprehended in III Books the 
Tranſattions of his own times in Lombar- 
dy, and the Marquiſate of Tarviſma, he 
begins Anno Chrifts 1207, in which Azo 
Marquis of Eſte was by the Monticacullt 
caſt out of Verona; and he comes down 
to the year 1270, in which the Chriſtian 
Princes paſling into Africa, took Carthage 
and beſieged T ums. 


Flavins Blondus (who was privy Coun- x.plondus. 


ſellour to ſeveral Popes, and who had the 
honour to have his Works Epitomized by 
Pius another of the Popes,) wrote of the 
affairs of the Lombards, in his VII Books 
of the illuſtrating of Italy, as almolt all 0- 
ther [ralian Writers. 


tn CA — ————— 


ABSSTISCLE VE 


The Hiſtorians of the Polanders and Boruſſi- 
- ans. 


Min Chromerus Compoſed XXX Chrome- 


Books of the Origine and Actions ** 
of the Polanders, and in the firſt X Books 
(as he ſaith in his Proemm,) he has deſcribed 
the Riſe and Infancy of chat Nation , un- 
der Barbarous and Idolatrous Dukes ; then 
O 2 the 


Inn 5 - - - a -<——_————_—_ 
—. Hee. a” Sa diet ao <> Me dre , 


——  —  — — 


An Addition Concerning the 


the flower of its Youth under Chriſtian 
Kings; and then its diſeaſed and Crazy 
Conſtitution which reſembles a State Sick- 
neſs, under ſeveral and thoſe diſagreein 
Princes after the Monarchy was deſtroyed. 
He wrote Il Books alſo of the Situation, 
People, Manners, Magiſtrates and Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom of Poland; Chro- 
merus flouriſhed Anno Chriſti 15572. 

Gaguinuss Alexander Ga:zuinus wrote alſo an Hi- 

ſtory of Poland, from Lechus the firſt Duke 

of that Nation, to Henry of Voloiſe. — 

Foh. Decius wrote one Book of the Anti- 

quities of Poland, and of the Family of the 

Fagellons , and of the Reign of King $S#- 

giſmund. Math. Michovius wrote a Chro- 

nicle of the Kingdom of Poland , from 
the firſt riſe of that Nation to the year 

1504, in IV Books; he is ſomewhat more 

Bzrbarous, and Chremerus more Polite, 

AMichovins flouriſhed about the year of 

Chriſt 1540. 

Cugioſſuss Foannes | ugloſſus. who is ſometimes ſty- 
led Longinus Biſhop of Leopold, who under 
Caſimirus the third, King of Poland was ' 

 empioyed in many great Embaſſages, and 

was alſo Preceptor- to this Princes Chil- 
dren, has wrote a Chronicle of Poland to 
the year 1480, in Which this great man 
Died 


Michovius 


Gallon. Philippus Callimachus hath writ a Hiſto- 


chus, _ ry of the Wars of the Poles againſt the 
Turks, he lived Anno Chriſtz 1508. 


Eraſmus 


and Albertus Magnus who travelled 
Boruſſia,and others. 


| AL EESL E VUL 


or Helvetians and Saxons. 


from their firſt Original to Ferdinand 
Emperour in XXXIIl Books, he co 


Learned and ingenious Perſon. 
The Hiſtory: of e/Aneas Sylvius CO 
down to the year 1458, that is to Frede 


bo, 
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Eralmus Stella a Libanothan, writ | Stella. 
Books of the Antiquities of the Boruſſians, 
which he dedicated to Frederick Duke of 
Saxony, the firſt of which treats of the old 
inhabitants thereof and of their Propaga- 
tion, Names and Manners, the latter of 
their ancient Kings and of their Succeſli- 
on ; he profeſſeth to follow the Annals of 
Boruſſia, Fornandes his Hiſtory of the Goths, 
Helmoldus his Hiſtory of the Sclavonians, 


over 


—— = — I —oI— —— 


The Hiſtorians of the Bohemians, Switzars 


(Co a Deacon of the Church of Prague Ccſuus. 
in his Chronicle of Bohemia, which 
he has written in III Books, repreſents the 
Origine of that People, and the actions of 
their ancient. Dukes to Wartiſlaus , who 
was created King of Bohemia by the Empe- 
rour Henry the IV**, Anno Chriſts 1086. 
Dubravius alſo deduceth their Hiſtory Dubravius. 


the 
mes 


down to the year 1558, and was a very 


mes EneasSy1- 
rick vius. 
the 
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the third, in which year the Authour was 
Elected Pope by the name Pixs the ſecond; 
he writes the Succeſſion of all their Dukes 
or Kings to Poigebrach, but in the buſineſs 
of the Huſſites, and what happened under 
the Emperour S:zg:/mund , he is much more 
large and diffuſed. 
Charles King of Bohemia who was after 
Emperour , and the 1V* of that Name, 
wrote a Commentary of his own Life. 

SwitZar*. Franciſcus Guillimatus wrote V Books 

Guillima- of the Antiquites and Actions of the Smwir- 

m_ zars. Henricus Suizerus in his Chronicle 
of Switzerland gave an account of their af- 
fairs to his own times. 

Sim'eruss Foſias Simlerus wrote of their League 
and Commonwealth, and alſo of their 
affairs from KRudolphus to Charles the 
Vech. 

Wernerus Rolevinckius wrote III Books 
of the ancient Seat of the Saxons, that is of 
Weſtphalia, their Manners, Vertues, and 


 _ _ _ Commendations. 
Witikhindus a Saxon Wrote I] Books of 
— the Actions of the Saxons, and Albertus 


Crantzius. Crantzius wrote the Hiſtory of Saxony in 
XIII Books to his own times; he died in 
the year 1504, this is continued by an un- 
known hand. 

Chytreus. * David Chytreus in his Chronicle of Sax 
and the Northern Nations, begins a little 
higher, at the ycar 1500, and ends with 

' the year 1599, Which is continued by 

Fabricins Georgius Fabricius in his Saxony illuftrated 

in 


rx 
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in II Books to the year 1606, Fohannes 
Garz» wrote of the affairs of Saxony , 
Thuringia and Miſnia. Rein. Reineccius of 
the Family and aCtions of the Palatines of 
Saxony , Cyriacus Spangenbergius wrote a 
Saxon Chronicle, and Sebaſtiau Boiſſeline- 
rus wrote of the Siege of Magdeburgh. 


PEI 
— 


AWTECLE:Mk 


The Hiſtorians of the Celti or Gauls and 
French, under which Name we include all 
thoſe people who live betwixt the Rhine and 
both the Seas, and the Alpes and Pyrenean 
Mountains. | 


"3 principal Writers of the Hiſtor 

of Gallia, which the French now oſt 

feſs, (that Ll may ſay nothing of the moſt 

ancient Fulius Ceſar, his VII Books of 

the Gallick War; And Hirtias who con- 

tinues him, nor of Appianus his Celirks 

which belong to this Story) are theſe. 

Gregorius Turonenſis Biſhop of Toxrs , in Gregorius 

his firſt Book brings down the Hiſtory Turonen- 

from the beginning of the World to the | 

Reign of Theodoſius the firſt ; in the other 

nine Books he ſets forth the Lives and aCti- 

ons of the Kings of France to his own times, 

and the year of Chriſt 594, but the Xlth 

Book which is ſuppoſed to have been ad- 

ded by Fredegarius, ends in the Death of g,.qcg,. 
O 4 Charles rius. 
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Charles the Great. which happened Anne 
Chriſti 314. | 
Paulus E- Paulus effEmilins Veronenſis a man of a 
milius. LZivian ſtyle, (of whom mention is made a- 
bove, Sect. XX V. as Retnerus Reineccius bears 
witneſs, ſpent XXX years inthe compiling 
his Hiſtory of France, after the Diſſolution 
of the Roman Dominion, and comes down 
to Philipand Charles his Brother , Children 
of Luz, that is from the year 420, to the 
year 1488 ; the opinion of 7. Lipſius con- 
cerning this Hiſtory is, that ifa few things 
were lightly Corrected, he wou!d be aper- 
ſon aboye the Learning of our Age, and de- 
ſerve the Commendations given to ancient 
Detradend. Authours ; and Ludovicus Vivy faith, his Ht. 
diſciplin. ſtory i written with more Fidelity and truth, 
L. $. than that of Gaguinus, who has diſcloſed and 
intermixt hu own affettions in his Hiſtory. 
Paulus Jo- Paxlus 7ovins hath written the Reigns and 
vius. Lives of Charles the Sth , Luis the 12th, 
and Francis the firſt King of France, ſplen- 
didly and elegantly. 
Arnoldus Arnoldus Ferronius Burdegalenſis, hath 
Ferronus. continued the Hiſtory of eAEmilins to 
Henry the ſecond. 
Philip Co- Philippus Comines (of whom mention is 
mines. made above, Sect. the 25th,) has woven the 
Hiſtory of Zuis the XIth , and Charles the 
VIlIth his Son, in aclear and elegant ſtyle, 
and although Facobus Mejerus avers in ma- 
ny places that he is miſtaken, yet he ;s (in 
the judgment of the Learned Yoſſins,) 4 
true and a prudent Hiſtorian ;, and Johannes 
Slet danus 
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Sleidanns gives him this Elogie. This Au- 
thour is in my judoment the neareſt to the an- 
cient Hiſtorians, of all thoſe that have wrote 
in or near our times, both in prudence and 
veracity, for he lays before us the grave deli- 
berations that paſſed in the Cloſets of Princes, 
before they appeared in their Events abroad, 
which very few have attempted to do, femer 
have been able to do it effettually, and even 
thoſe who could have done it, have yet not da- 
red to do it leſt they ſhould offend their 


Princes. 


Fohannes Froſſardus has ſplendidly and Jo. Froſ- 
elegantly written the Hiſtory of thoſe fardus. 


dreadfull Wars which palled betwixt the 
Engliſh and French, from the year 1335, to 
the -year 14co, who deſerves the greater 
faith, becauſe he was a follower of the 
Courts of Kings and Princes, eſpecially 
of Philippa Daughter of the Count of Hey- 
nault Queen to Edward the third King of 
-— nor did he relate any thing in his 
Hiſtory but what he had ſeen with his own 
Eyes, or heard from others who had 
ſeen them, or had the chief Commands 


in the Wars: Fohannes Sleidanus hath = \ 
cerpted the moſt material paſſages out of 


this Hiſtory and turned them into, Latine, 
for it is Originally written in French , and 
Sir Fohn Bouchier Knight, tranilated this in- 
tire Hiſtory into Engliſh. 


Enguerus Monſtreletus hath continued Monſtrele- 
Froſſardus, and brought down. the French 5: 


Hiſtory to the Reign of Luis the Xllth. 


Iartinus 
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. Martinus Longeus wrote a Commentary 
in X Books of the ations of Francis |. of 
Valoiſe King of France, and Stephanus Do- 
letws, and Galeacius Capells have written 
the Hiſtory of the Wars betwixt Charles 
the fifth, and this Prince for the Dutchy 
of Milan , from the year 1520, to the year 
1530, the latter is followed by Gulielmus 
Paradinus, who hath added the ſtory of the 
ſucceeding years to the year 1555. 

A nameleſs perſon (perhaps Francs/cus 
Hottomanns) has written the Hiſtory of 
France, during the Reigns of Henry the ſe- 
cond, Francis the ſecond, and Charles 
the IXth. 

Rabutinus hath written the Expedition of 
Henry the ſecond againſt Charles the Vth, 
undertaken in the year 1552, on the behalf 
of the Princes of Germany. 

Enſebius Philadelphus (that is Theoderus 
Beza, who by the Cloudineſs of this name 
obſcured himſelf,) has wrote the Hiſtory 
of Charles the IXth and of his Mother, *' 

Petrus Mattheus a Lawyer, the Royal 
Hiſtorian , has writ the Hiſtory of Henry 
the IV*> King of Frexce and of Navar in 
VII Books. 

BESIDES theſe which we have men- 
tioned, there are ſeveral others which 
ought to be peruſed , as. Carolus Moline, 
who hath writ of the Riſe and Progreſs of 
the French Kingdom and Monarchy, and 
Hubertws Leonardus of the Origine of the 
French * tion ; but then Humibaldns Fran- 
_ 
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cus who has wrote the affairs of the Franks, 
from the Wars of Troy to the times of 
Clodonens , is to be eſteemed of the ſame 
nature with Arnnius his Beroſus , and the 
reſt of thoſe fabulous Writers in the judg- 
ment of the famous Yoſſius, de Hiſt. lat. 
lib. 24C. 22. 


Aimoinus the ' Monk is to be better aimoinus. 


thought of, who is an excellent Hiſtorian, 
(as the Authour de Regimine Principatus, 
lib. 3. c. 21. calls him, which work is com- 
monly but very falſely aſcribed to Aquinas ;) 
he wrote the aCtions of the Frexch from the 
year 420, tothe year 826 in. V Books, for 
the proof of whoſe Fidelity theſe words of 
his make very much; there was another 
Monk in the ſame Monaſtery, a Prieſt and a 
profeſſed Monk as well as be, and his name 
was Audoaldus, he was of the ſame age, and 
in bis Manners and Converſation very like 
him, from whoſe Mouth we have received what 
# delivered , and much more which we are 
confident u faithfully related. 

Nor 1s 7oarnes Trithemius though a Ger- 4; - 
1an to be lightly paſſed by , who has writ ,,. 
II Books of the Origine, Kings and affairs 
of France, from the year of Chriſt 433, to 
the year 1500, which was the III year of 
Charles the VIII*h, Nor MNeicholaus Gilius 
who hath Compoſed the Annals of France. 
Hermannus Comes who writes ol their affairs 
to the year 1525, or Robertus Gaguinus Gazuinus. 
who has deduced their Hiſtory from the 
moſt remote Antiquity, to the time of the 
| Expedition 
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Expedition of Charles the VIII" into Jraly» 
Anne Chriſti 1493, though he has mixed his 
own affettions with the Hiſlory, as Vivs ſaith : 
and yet Mejerns is not to be admitted nei- 
ther, who calls him a frivolous Writer , 
which is to be attributed to his disaffetion 
to the French Nation and all their Hiſto- 
rians , for he faith of them in general, 
the French do not uſe to relate their aftions 
with more fidelity than they tranſatt them ; 
and beſides as Mejerus out of his too great 
afteftion to his Countrey , has delivered 
many things done in his own times there ve- 
ry partially ; ſo in Foreign affairs he is not 
over much to be Credited ; Paulus Fovins 
affirming of him, that 7» the affairs of Italy 
be does blunder and miſtake ſo ſtrangely, that 
thoſe who did not regard the Elegance of his 
ſtyle, were apt to be much incenſed againſt 
him 


There are alſo ſeveral Authours who 
have written of the Expeditions of the 
French Nation into the Eaſt , and of the 
Kingdom Erected-by them in Feruſalem , 
almoſt all which the Learned Facobus Bon- 
garſius has collefted together , and reſcued 
trom the Moths and Duſt of the Libraries 
in which they before lurked, by publiſhing 
them after he had with great ſtudy and 
pains Corrected: them ; of theſe the firſt 


Is Robertus a Monk who wrote the Hiſtory | 
of Feruſalem. A nameleſs Jralian who 


wrote the Actions of the French and others 


at Jeruſalem, in which ations he was = 
| cnt, 
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ſent, and therefore deſeryes the greater 
Credit. Baldericus Aurelianenſis who wrote 
the Hiſtory of the ſame V years with the 
laſt named Tralian, that is from the year 
1095 , to the year. 1100; and Raimundas 
de Agiles Canon of Le Pay, wrote the HI- 
ſtory of the ſame time. Albertus Steward 
of the Church of Dax, who wrote XII Books 
from the beginning of the Expedition of 
Godfry of Bulloin, and other Princes to 
the ſecond year of King Balduin the Se- 
cond , and fo has (as Yoſſius ſaith,) accu- 
rately written the Hiſtory of XXIV years; 
atter him follows Fulcherius Carnotenſis, 
who writes from the beginning of that 
ExpeCcition to the year 1124, and Gante- 
rus Cancellarius who deſcribed what paſled 
at Antioch , where he was preſent ; after 
theſe comes William Archbiſhop of Tyre, the 
Prince of all theſe Hiſtorians , a man of no 
vulgar Learning , pleaſant above what that 
Age afforded , as the Learned Bongarſins 
ſaith of him. He wrote in X XIII Books, 
(beginning at the year 1095, and ending 
at 1180,) the ''iſtory of LXXXIV years 
of what ever had paſſed in the Holy Land, 
and in all Syria, which the Biſhop of Accor 
his Suffragan continued ; and thus far of the 
French Hiſtorians. 
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oy ARTIICLE XxX 


The Hiſtorians of the Dutch, and Flandri- 
ans, Kc. 


Here is ſcarce any thing delivered con- 
cerning the Flandrians, worthy of Cre- 
dit before the year 445,from which time AMe- 
Jer begins his Annals of Flanders, which he 
has included in XVII. Books; in which he 
hath alſo given a large account of the 
Earls of Flanders, from Lydericus Harleba- 
canus , Who flouriſhed about the year 800. 
to Charles the Hardy Dake of Burgundy's 
Death, in the year 1476. 

Hadrianus Barlandus hath compiled a 
Chronicle of the Dukes of Brabant, from 
Pipin the firſt Duke of that Province 
( Grandchild of Caroloman, Son of Braban, 
the thicd Prince of Brabant , before this 
Province had the name or title of a Duake- 
dom given it) to Charles the Vth, Empe- 
rour of Germany, the Son of Philip. 

Facobus Marchantins hath written IV. 
Books of the Memorable aftairs of Flan- 
ders» eAEmundus hath Writ of the Dukes 


of Burgundy, from the Trojan War to 
Charles the Vth. Beiſſellus allo of the Ac- 
tions of the Flandrians, and of late Ols- 
varius Ureduw, F.C. Brugenſis, has, with in- 
finite ſtudy and labour, ” written the Flan- 
drian Genealogies ;, and the Hiſtory of the 
Earls of Flanders. 


Hadrianu 
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Hadrianu Tunis his Batavia unfolds the Junius. 
Hiſtory of the Dutch Nation, the Antiqui- 
ties of their Iſland, their Origine, Man- 
ners, and many other things belonging to 
their Hiſtory. Noviomagus his Hiſtory of Novioma- 
Holland gives an account of their Princes, 8% 
from Bato their firſt King, to Charles the 
Vth, Emperour ; aad to / harles of Gelders. 

Nor is Gerhardus Geldenhanrins to be omit- Gelden- 
red, who hath drawn an Hiſtory of Holand haurius. 
with an Appendix , concerning the moſt 
ancient Nobility, Kings, and Actions of the 
Germans. 

Fohannes Iſaacus Pontana; , Hiſtorian to Pontanus. 
the King of Denmark, and State of Gelders, 
by the command of the States, hath Writ- 
ren an Hiſtory of that Province, from their 
beginning, to the year 1581, which is a 
valt Work. Ubo Emmins , and Winſemi- 

»s have. buth written the Hiſtory of 
Friſland , and Jacobus Revius that of Da- 
ventry. 

Ludovicus Guicciardinus hath written a Lud. Guic- 
brief Hiſtory of all the Tranſattions of clardinus. 
Exrope, eſpecially what relates to the Low- 
Countries, from the year 1529, to the year 
1560 ; That is, from the Peace of Cambray 
berwixt Charles the Vth, Emperour of 
Germany, and Francss the Firſt , King of 
France, 

This laſt Age hath afforded ſeyeral moſt 
elegant Writers of the Dutch Hiſtory ; as 
firſt, Fohannes Meurſius, who, in X. Books Meurſius. 
hath writ the Life of Wiliam Prince of 
Orange, 
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Orange , and the Tranſattions of thoſe 
Countries , during all his time, to the 
end of the Government of Ludovicus Re- 
queſenius ;, that is, from the year 1550, to 
the year 1576 : and in another Work in 
IV.. Books, the beginning of the Low-Coun- 
try-War, or Six years Government of Fer- 
dinand Duke de Alva; to which he added 
a Vth Book, in which is the Hiſtory of the 
Truce. Famianns Strada, who in XX. 
Books wrote the Hiſtory of thoſe Wars 
from the Reſignation of Charles the Vth; 
that is, from the year 1558, to the year 
i590. Hugo Grotius, who wrote V. Books 
of the Annals of Holland, and XVIII, Books 
of Hiſtory, in which he hath given an 
Account of all the Aﬀairs of the Low- 
Countries , from the departure of Philip 
the Second into Spaiz, to the Trace ; that 
is, from the year 1566, to the year 
1609. | 
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ARTICLE MAI. 
The Hiſtorians of Spain. 


TFT* Writers of Spaniſh Hiſtory may 

perhaps not unfitly be ranked accor- , 
ding to the four different ages of that 
Kingdom. So the Infancy of Spain is light- 
ly touched by Pomponius Mela, who was a . 
Native of Spain. The youth of Spain (as 
I may call it ) which was under the Ro- 
man and Gothick Dominion , is deſcribed 
by Tacitus, Dion, Vopiſcus, Suetonius, Appia- 
ws in his Iberica, Procopius, Euſebius, and 
ſome others, It began to arrive at Aanhoad 
in that Age,in which it began to ſhake off the. 
yoke of the Moors, in which War 700 years 
were ſpent , this then may be call'd the 
time of their 1Zanhood. And then their 
Ripeſt Age began under the Reign of Fer- 
dinando the Catholick , who expelled the 
Meors out of the whole Kingdom of Spary : 

the moſt of thoſe Writers I ſhall here 

mention Wrote of this laſt and the pre- 
ceding Ape. 


Iſidorus Pacenſis, who is ſuppoſed to be Ifidorus 
the Authour of the Chronicle of Spain, of Pacenſis, 


whom Yaſeus Wrote thus rigidly, in the 
Fourth Chapter of his Chronicle. 1{doru; 
Biſhop of Badajoz, or Baxagus, Wrote a Chro- 
nicle of Spain; whoſe Chronicle ( if that 
which bear; this name be his) I ſhould rather , 
call a Monſter, than a Chronicle, he Writes ſo 
P prodzgiouſly 
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prodigtouſly ill, and rather in the Gothiſh 


than Latine Tongue. 

Rodericus Ximenes Archbiſhop of Toledo, 
acquired much Glory by IX Books which 
he wrote of the Spaniſh Hiitory, which he 
brought down to the times of Ferdinand the 
third , the cenſure of Rodericus Santtins 
is that the ſtyle of tt is ſhort but very pleaſant, 
and the Learned Lipſius faith, it is as good as 
5t Was poſſible 3t could be in ſuch an Age ;, and 
Mariana gives him high Commendations 
in ſeveral places, nor will I paſs by the o-- 
pinion of Foharnes Gerundenfis in the Hiſto- 
ry of Spain. Trogus Pompejus , Oroſius, 
and |ſidorus Hiſpalenſis are worthy of great - 
efteem, Roder : of Toledo is tolerable, the reſt 
are mere Dreams. 

The laſt cited Authour Fohamnes Marga- 
rinus Biſhop of Girona, wrote an Hiſtory of 
Spain in X Books, from the Arrival of 
Hercules , to the Reigns of Arcadin; and 
Honorius the Children of Theodofons the El- 
der, in the times of which Princes the 
Goths entred Spar , he ſtyles it the omzreed 
Hiſtory of Spain , becauſe in it he relates 
what had been omitted by the Writers of 
the latter Ages. 

Fohannes Mariana has writ the Hiſtory 
of Spain, from the firſt times of it to the 
Ruirie of the Moors in XX Books, which 
in X Fooks more is continued to the 


Death of King Ferdizand, thay is, to the 
year 1516. | 


Fran- 
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Franciſcus Tarapha brings down an Hi- 
ſtory of Spain to Charles the V®Þ, | 
Rodericus Santtins Palentinns, who was Santius. 
Chaplain 2nd Counſellour to Herry the IY*h 
King of Caſtile, and Leon, hath conugned 
co paper in a very great Volyme an unin- 
terrupted Hiſtory of Spain, down to his 
own times, that 1s, tothe year 1467, con- 
cerning whom, and two other more anci- 
ent Hiſtorians of that Nation, Znca T #- 
dienſis, and Rod. Ximenius, Aiph. Garſias a 
Rhetorician of Alcals an Univerſity 1n 
Spain gives this judgment, becauſe thry did ;;,, ,, 
not ſeck to pleaſe the Ears of men, but_ to 4g. Vir. 
enrich the memories and judgments of Poſteri- Et Achad. 
ty; 4s they ſought not after pleaſing Language, #i. 
h neither have they entertained their Readers 
with trifles and falſehoods. | 
Atarineus Siculus wrote an Hiſtory of the Marineus. 
memorable affairs of Spain in XXII Books, 
which ends in Charles the 5b. 
Laurentins Valla wrote the Reign of Fer- Laureacius. 
dinand King of Aragon in Jl Books, bur as valla. 
P. Fovius juſtly thought, he wrore this work 
in ſuch a ſtyle, as no man tan conceive that 
it was pennd by him, who gave the precepts of 
Latine Elegance to others, and you may there 
hnd ſeveral other things concerning this 
Hiſtorian. - 
Carolus Verardus who flouriſhed under verardus. 
Innocent the VIII'h>, about the year 1434, 
wrote the Hiſtory ef the Conquelt of the 
Kingdom of Granada and the Hiſtory of 
Anadaluta. 
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212 An Addition C oncerning the 


| Coneſtagi- | Hieronymus Coneſtagius wrote the Hiſto- 
If _" ry of the Union of Portugal, to the King- 
I \ , dom of Caſtile in X Books, in which he 
1 gives an account of the State of that Na- 
tion, from the time in which Sebaſtian the 
firſt paſſed with a vaſt Fleet into Africa to 
| fight againſt the Aoors, to the times when 
44 .It was by the Conduct of Philip the ſe- 
.cond, united to the reſt of the Spaniſh 
Provinces. 
Damianus 4 Goes has writ the aCtions of 
198 the Portuges In the Indies. 
141 Nebriflen- e£lixs Antonius Nebriſſenſis , hath writ- 
116 ſ's. ten the-Hiſtory of the affairs under Ferdi- 
11 'nando and Elizabeth in XX Books, and he 
114 .... hathalſowrit the War of NAV ARinl 
14 if Books; FVaſews in his Chronicle of Spain 
Chap. 4*b, faithitis an Hiſtory worthy of 
In Ciceron. ſo great a man , and he 1s commended by 
Eruſmus as a man of various Learning, and 
that deſeryedly; there is alſo an high Com- 
mendation given him by Alphonſas Garſia, 
in the Book which he wrote of .the Lear- 
ned men and Univerſities of Spazr, to theſe 
may be added Hieronymus , Oſorius a Polite 
Writer of the memorable things of Spain. Foban- 
nes Brucellus of the Spaniſh War in V Books, 
and Florianus Ocampus who by the Com- 
mand of Charles the V**, publiſhed a ge- 
neral Chronicle of Spain ; the reſt 1 
omit. 


ARTEH 
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ARTICLE Al 


The Hiſtorians of the Turks and Arabi- 
ans, who heretofore were poſſeſſed of the. 
Dominions of Africa, Syria, Perſia and 
Spain, and are commonly calPd Saracens. 


He Hiſtory of the Saracens is to be 
ſought in Harmannus Dalmata, Leo 
Africus, Robert the Monk, William of Tyre, 
and Benediftus de Accoltis, (a famous Elogie 
upon whom , is Extant in Lilius Gyra/dus 
his ſecond Dialogue of the Poets of his 
time,) and in thoſe other Authours which, 
we have mentioned aboye, when we dif- 
courſed of thoſe Hiſtorians who” had given 
an'account of theaffairs of the French in 
the Eaſt. | 
Celius Aug. Curio, wrote alſo an Hiſto- 
ry of the Saracens in II Books, and he 
affo wrote a - particular Hiſtory of the 
Kingdom of Morecho, EreCted'by the Sa- 
racens In Barbary. Q 
There are ſeveral who have given ac- 
counts of the Origine of the Turks, (for 
there it is fit to begin the reading of their 
Hiſtory,) as Baptiſta Egnatius , Theodor ns 
Gaza, and Andrea Combinus.”' | 
Martinus Barletius in his Chronicle has 
excellently deſcribed the Origine of the 
Turks, their Princes, Emperours, Wars, 
Victories, Military Diſcipline, &c. And 
he hiath alſo writ the Life and 'Attions of 
| P 3 George 
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George Caſtriot, who by Amurath for the 
greatneſs of his actions was Sirnamed 
Scanderbeg, very elegantly in XIII Books, 
whoſe fidelity will appear from that paſ- 
ſage in. his Preface 5 I have (ſaith he.) 
committed to writing what hath been re- 
lated to me by my Anceſtonrs, and by ſome 
others who were preſent, and ſaw what 
7 mg PMEN | 

. Laonicw \Chalcoconaylas an Atheman , 
wrote an Hiſtory of the Tyrks in X Books, 
he is the :onely Grrcsay Hiſtorian who 
wrote fince the barbarous Turks poſſeſlid 
thetoſeives of Conſtuntinople,, with any up- 


 Waufe, he flourithed if the. end of the 


fourteenth Century, about: the year, of 
Ghrilt 1490,;ihe begins from Orromen the 
Son of 0r:/hogul, who began his Reign a- 
bout the year of Chriſt 1300, and he ends 
in the year 1363, in which ahomet the 
1 ſtoutly repel!?d the invaſion made upon. 
him , by. Adathias King of Hungaeria and 
the Vemtians. ' ; 7 

Fohannes Leunclavius allo hath collefted. 
and publiſhed an Hiſtory of the Iſuſadmen 
out of their own Monuments, with great 
induſtry in XVIII Books, about the year 
1560. | 

Paulus Foviny ought here to'be taken in 
too, whohas accurately and elegantly re- 
preſented their affairs, eſpetially from the 
X1i*®, to:the XVII Book; and again 
from the KXX11 to the XX XVII" Book, 0 
whom the, Authour writes aboye Sect. 25; 


Henrico 
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Henricus Pantalton has collefted an Hiſto- Pantaleon. 


ry of all the memorable Expeditions both 
by Sea and Land, which have been under- 
taken for 600 years by the Chriſtians in A- 
ſia, Africa and Emrope, againſt the barba- 
rous Saracens, Arabians and Turks, to the 
year 15813, to which you may add Reinerus 
Reinecciuxs his Oriental Hiſtory. 


Martinus Stella hath written concerning Wars. 


the Wars of the Turks in Hungaria. Pe- 
trus Bizarus hath written of the War made 
by Solyman againſt Maximilian the Empe- 
rour : Melchior Soiterus hath writ the War 
made upon the Turks by Charles the V*h, 
and Ferdinand his Brother. Nicholaus Hon- 
nigerus hath writ of Solyman the XII'®, and 
Selym the XIII** Emperour of the Turks a- 
gainſt che Chriſtians ; Vberrus Folierra hath 
writ the Siege of Malta, and of ſeveral 
Expeditions into Africa, and allo of the 
War in Cyprus betwixt the Turks and the | 
Venetians. Ubio Eſinus and Calins Cec. Cu- 
rio ,, have alſo both of them writ of the 
Cyprian War , and the latter of them of 
the Siege of Maitha too; the taking and 
Sacking of Conſtantinople by the Turks in 
_ the year 14539 Is repreſented by Leonar- 
dus Chienſis, Biſhop Mitylen, and Godefri- 


dus Langus. 


Philippus Callimachus Experiens, has writ Ca'lima- 
two clegant Books of the Sack of Yarne chas | 
in Myſsa, which happencd IX years before Experieny 


that of Conſtantinople ; Fohannes Eutropius 
wrote the War made by Charles the V* up- 
P 4 on 
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: on Tanis, and his Expedition into Africe 
is written by Chriſtoph. Claudius Stella ;, Hen- 
ricus Penia hath writ the War betwixt 
1ſmael Souphy of Perſia, and Selym, Anno 
1514» ; | 

 . Noxis it difficult to learn many things 

for the clearing and enlarging -on the 

Turkiſh Hiſtory, from the 14 Books of E- 

Piſtles concerning the Turks and their 

affairs colle&ted ' by  Nicholaus | Reuſnerus, 

and the elegant Epiſtles of Auzerius Buſ- 
bequius concerning his Ambaſlage in 

Turkv. | 
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ARTTC.LE XAlll. 


The Hiſtorians of the Tartars , Muſcovits 
and Sarmatians. 


m_ the Nephew of 'a King of Ar- 
memia, and a Souldier many years in 
his own Countrey , became afterwards a 
Monk in the Iſland of Cyprus as he tells us 
himſelf, Chap. 46.. and 2t length came into 
France , Where about the year of Chriſt 
1307, by the Command of Clement the V*h, 
he deſcrib'd the Empire of the Tarta- 
rians in Aſia, and the other Eaſtern King- 
doms. The firſt Emperour of the Tar- 
tars Was Changius ( ham, about the year 
1200, the V from him was Chobilas (as 
Haitoa calls him,) or Cublas the _ 

| am, 
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Cham. This Princes Court and a very 
large Empire png to him in the 
Indies, and” all the Eaſtern Countries is 
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largely deſcribed by Marcus Paulus Vene- payjus ve- 
rxs in his ſecond and third Book of the O- nerus. 


riental Kingdoms, and the Empire of the 


Tartar; , who is an Authour worthy of, 


great Credit; this Cxblas was father of 
Timuri Lechi, (who is commonly calld 
Tamerlan,) who ſhut up Bajazere the Empe- 
four of the Turks in an Iron Cage. 

In the Books which Matthias 4 Michou 
wrote of the Aſian and Enropean Tartars, 
is contain'd a ſhort Hiſtory of the Tartars 
and Muſcovites. Matinus Promovius wrote 
an 'Hiſtory of the Tartars ; and Fohamnes 
Leunclavius wrote of the Wars of the Muſ- 
covites againſt their Neighbour Nations. 
Paulus Oderbonius wrote the Life of Fob: 
Baſilides Duke of  4nſcovy very elegantly. 
Reinoldus Hidenftein wrote a Commentary 
in VI Books of the War of Muſcovy, made 
by Stephen King of Poland. Bredenbrachius 
wrote the War of Livonia, in which the 
Muſcovites deſtroyed and deſſolated the 
whole Province of Torpate. Paulus Fovins 
Novocomenſis wrote of the Embaſſies of the 
Muſcovites, and Sigiſmundas Liberius wrote 
Commentaries of their affairs. 


An Addition Concerning the 


ARTICLE XIV. 


_ The Hiſtory of Kthiopia, India, «/moſt alt 
Aﬀrics, and moſt of the new World or A- 
merica. 


= Hiſtory of eF:h5opia is to be fetch'd 
from Johannes Bobemuu , Damiania 
4 Goes , Franciſcus Abvareſinn and Ludovi. 
cxs Komanu Patrittus , Which laſt hath writ 
Vil Books-of the Navigation of «/f£rhio- 
pie, Egypt , both the Arabias and the 
Indies. 10 

Fohannes Matrus Saxtinens ,, hath wrote 
an /xdian Hiſtory in III Books, Nicbolays 
—_— hath alſo writ an- e£thiopick His 


Ludovicw Y artomannws, when he had tra+ 
vel'd e/Echiopia,, Erxypt , Arabia, Perfia 
Syria., and the Eaft-Indres , wrote all his 
Travels in VI Books. SEE 

fri. - Leo Afer a Moore hut in Span 
—_— and Fx AMahometan, and. — venta) 
Chriſtian, when he had travelled almoſt all 
Africs, Afea the leſs, and a great part of 
Europe, was taken and given to Leo the 
X+S_ where he tranſlated into the Jcalien 
T ongue, what he had with incredible ka 
bour and induſtry , collected and written 
in the Arabian , concerning the people of 
Africa and their Manners, Laws, Cuſtoms, 
and the Deſcription of that Countrey, 
which Fohannes Florianu afterwards _ 

[> 
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Fated into Latine ; this Authour will there- 
fore ſerve inſtead of all others for the A4- 
frican Story, and yet if the Reader be ſo 
pleaſed, he may add to him P. Fowins and 
Alvareſius. 

Grotius, Laet, Hormus and ſome others, 
have Learnedly written of the Origine of 
the People of America, but then in order 
| to the attainment of a perfect Hiſtory of 
the Americans , the Voiages of Chriſtopher 
Columbus, Aloyſins Cadamuſtus , Corteſtus , 
Novins, Benzo, Lyrius ,, Gomarus , and 0- 
thers are to be peruſed, which have been 
\ deſcribed by ſeveral Writers, Gonſalns Fer- 
dinandus Oviedus is ſo Learned a Writer of 
the Hiſtory of the new World 9 that Car- De Subtili, 
danys thinks him the onely Authour a- g& de me- 
moungſt the Hiſtorians of our Age, who tal. 
deſerves to be compared with the Anci- 
ents. 

And in general the TranſaCtions of both 
the Eaſt and Weſt-Indirs , China, Japan, 
Magellan, &c. may be known from the 
Navigations of the Porewges, Hollanders , 
Engliſh, Spaniards; to whom the Jeſuites 
| may be added, as Perrus Maff ens , Fohannes 


Acoſta, ' Mart. Martinus and others , who 
ought yet to be read with great cantion., 
becauſe they are exceſlively taken up ia 
ſeting forth the Miracles and Martyrdoms 
of their new Saints. 


| | CA ART 
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An Addition C oncerning the 


ARTTCOLE XV. 
The Hiſtorians of ſome great Cities. 


 DDEfides thoſe Hiſtoriaris which have 


given us accounts of particular Na- 
tions, there are ſome others who have made 
it their buſineſs to; deſcribe the affairs of 
fome particular Cities, and our deſign here 
is,*to give you the Names of thoſe that 
have written the' Stories of the moſt emi- 
nent Cities, becauſe it Is not poſlible to 
reckon or reade all, 


| VEN FEE 


" Petrus Bembus has written an Hiſtory 


of Yenice in XI Books, by the order of the 
Council of Ten, (as he faith in the beginning 
of it,;) with the higheſt degree both of 
elegance and truth, and though 7uftns 
Lepſins the Prince of all the Criticks , has 
made a ſhort Irivettive againſt his Style, 


Fp. Mſcer.yet in another place he excuſeth his ſharp- 
cent. 2. Ep. neſs, as having been tranſported-on that 


occaſion a little too far, and the. Learned 


Orat. 19. Hemmſins ſaith, Bembus wai the onely Hiſto- 


Tian of that Ape ,'who wrote 'phre Latine, 
and which was ther the propriety of the Ita- 
lians, bu ſtyle is unmix'd and genuine , net- 
ther painted with falſe Colours, nor fantaſti- 
cally adorned. The affairs of the Yenetians 


Sabellicus, Yre-alſo comprehended by M. Antonius Sa- 


bellicus 
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bellicas in XXXIII Books, and in a .ſhort 
Chronicle by And. Dandalus a Duke. of Dandulus. 
Venice, (of whom Petrarcha, Blondus and 

others have made mention with commen- 
dations;) Petrus Fuſtinianus hath deduced 

the Hiſtory'of this Ciry, from the building Nene. © 
of it to the year 1575, and to theſe may L— 
be added Fohannes Baptiſta Egnatins, Petrus 
Marcellus a Venetian, Fanottusthe Cardinal, 
Contarenus, Blondus and Moccenicus. 


EENOYF 


Iſaacus de Voragine has deſcribed the 
Hiſtory of Genova to the year 1296, which 
Georgius Stella hath continued to the year 
1422, Johannes Stella to the year 1435 y 
Cephanus begins at the year 1488, and con- 
tinues it to the year 1514, Parthenopers 
begins 1527, and ends Anne 1541, to 
which may be added Perrus Bizarwms his Hi- 
ſtory of Genova,, Ubertua Folietta, Paulus 
Interjanw, and Jacobus Bracellius. 


; FADOF A. 


Gulielmus Cortuſius began an Hiſtory of 
this City, but Albigretus his Kinſman was 
the finiſher of it, of whom P. Yergerius 

ſpeaks thus, Cortuſins in writing neglefted n, viis 

that Elegance which it was not in his power to Princip. 

attain to;, Bonus Patavinus wrote the Hi- Cr» 

[tory of Padove, from its building to the 
times of Alberexs the Emperour, Anno 1334» 
to 


Machia- 
vellus. 


An Addition Cencerning the 


to which may be added Bernardus, Scarde- 
onius, Joan. Bap. Ramnuſins, and others, 


FLORENCE. 


| Leon Aretinus wrote an Hiſtory of Fls- 
rence in XII Books, of whom e/£ncas Syl- 
vius preſumes to. fay , that no man ſince 
LaCtantius ever came nearer the flyle of Ci. 
cero; Poggius Florentinus ogy his Pen 
on the ſame Subject too, but it {cems both 
of them fearing to give offence, (contra- 
ry to that great Law of Hiſtory, which is 
not to dare to write any thing that us falſe, 
nor fear to write any thing that #s rrue,) are 
mealy mouthed in thaſe things that relate 
to their inteſtine. Commotions,' which is 
the reaſon Nich. Machiavellus alligns why 
he begah his Hiſtory from the Foundation 
of the City, and not from the time the 
Family of the Medices obrain'd the Sove- 
reignty of that State,and from thence he has 
brought the Story down to the year 1493. 
May I have leave here in paſliny to conſider 
what may juſtly be thought of Machiavell; 
what he writes concerning Princes ai.d Poli- 
ticks is ſo Infeftious , that no man can 
approach this Peſt of Mankind ſafely , 
without the Antidote of an Antimachiavell, 
or ſome other potent Preſervative. But 
then as to his Florentine Hiſtory , he is not 
in that deſtirute of Subtilty, and an un- 


uſal Prudence, and there are many things 


in it very rareand no leſs uſefull ; as for 
igſtance,; 


. 
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inſtance , what he relates Conciſely and 
Elegantly concerning the fall of the Rowen 
Empire, the Migration of the Northern 
Nations » and the riſe and increaſe of che 
Papal Power ; and yet a man oughe not to 
be ſecure here neither , except he hath the 
faculty of ſeparating the Ore from the 
Droſs. I think it not impertinent to ſab- 
joyn here the cenſure of Poſſevinus , Ma- 
chiavell (Aaith he,) was not deſtitute of ſub- 
riley, bus Picty and Experience, which wings 
| being wanting in any man, if he attempt; to 
fly, he muſt of neceſſity fall down headlong, 
but to return to aur Subjeft, to Arerenay, 
Poggio and Machiavell , 'you may add 74- 
cobus Nardus , Leon Florentinus , Vgolinas, 
Verinus and others, who have illuſtrated the 
Floremine Hiſtory by their Writings. 


FaArLES. 


Pandalphus Collenatinus has Compoſed an 
Hiſtory of this City, from the times of Aw- 
guſtus to Charles the V*h, to whom you may 
add Fovienns Pontanus his Naples, &c. but 
' to be ſhort, Franciſcus Guicciardinus has 
wrote the Hiſtory of Jraly, from the year 
1494, to the year 1596, and Michael Tx- 


bingenſis hath given :us an account of the 
Wars of 1raly. | 


Of the Aﬀairsof SIC1 LT, Paxells, 
Ritins, and Ferrerixs; of the Ferrarian Hi- 
ory, 7o. B. Pigna; of the Brixian, Elias 

- Capre- 


224 


An Additiou Concerning the 


Capreolus ;, of the Bononian, Car. Sigonius ; of 
the Ravennian, Hiero. Rubeus ; of that of 
XMilan, Corius and Arlunus ;, of that of Man- 
tua, Platma ; of that of Efte, Fohannes Bona- 
_ of the Bergamonian, M. Antonius Mi- 
chael;, of the aftions of the Millanors, Cand. 
AMerula and others have written diſtinct 
Hiſtories. 


And thus, kind Reader, I have commu- 
nicated to you, what I have in ſome ſpare 
hours collected and laid together, concer- 
ning the Hiſtorians of particular Nations, 
nor did I deſign this Appendix ſhould en- 
creaſe to a larger Bulk. 
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SE CT. XXXI.. 
A Tra to the Church Hiſtory z who 


were better able to have done this ;, two in- 
* tervals of time eſpecially ro be obſerved ; 
the Bible contains the firſt Period, and with 
ie Joſephus his Antiquities are, to be read. 
The Fudgments of Learned men concerning 
Joſephus , Hegeſippus though aſcribed ro 
a wrong Authour not to be 'yejetted : un 
what Tale that Autbour. is uſefull and 
commendable : the Sacred' Hiſtory of Sul- 
pitius Severus s deſervedly recommended 
ro the Reader. 


Hen I. was once got thus far, [ 
thought verily 1 had performed 

the Work 1 uadertook , as the Subject of 
my firſt Chapter z but ſome Learned young 
Q men 
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Capreolus;, of the Bononian, Car. Sigonius ; of 
the Revennian, Hiero. Rubens ; of that of * 
XMilan, Corius and Arlunus ; of that of Man- 
ta, Plata ; of that of Efte, Johannes Bona- 
—_—_ of the Bergamonian, M. Antonius Mi- 
chael; of the ations of the Millanozs, G and. 
Merula and others have written diſtinCt 
Hiſtories. 


And thus, kind Reader, I have commu- 
nicated to you, what I have in ſome ſpare 
hours colleCted and laid together, concer- 
ning the Hiſtorians of particular Nations, 
nor did I deſign this Appendix ſhould en- 
creaſe to a larger Bulk. 
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SE CT. XXXII. 


A Tra to the Church Hiſtory 3 who 


were better able to have done this ;, two in- 
tervals of time eſpecially to be obſerved ; 
the Bible contains the firſt Period, and with 
ie Joſephus bis Antiquities are, to be read. 
The Judgments of Learned men concerning 
Joſephus ; Hegeſippus though aſcribed ro 
a wrong Authour not to be rejetted : int 
what Fnſe that Autbour. us uſefull and 
commendable : the Sacred' Hiſtory of Sul- 
pitius Severus i deſervedly recommended 
ro the Reader. 


Hen I was once pot thus far, I 
thought verily 1 had performed 


the Work 1 undertook , as the Subject of 


my firſt Chapter z but ſome Eearned young 
Q 


men 
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men who heretofore were my Hearers, ad- 
moniſhed me, that it was much deſired that 
I ſhould in the ſame manner give an account 
of the Writers of the Church Hiſtory. Now 
though I thought this might much more 
reaſonably be deſired at the hands of him 


The moſt who is the greateſt Divine we have, the Re- 


Learned 


Dr. John 
Prideaux, 


1 Profeſſor, an excellent Perſon ; A plen- 
tifull fountain, as of all other ſorts of Lear- 
ning, ſo, amongſt the reſt, of all ſorts of 


Mafter of Hiſtoriesz at-whoſe Waters, I haye v 
—_ Col- often, with the greateſt pleaſre, quench? 
Ofes 


my thirſt : yet becauſe ſome of my more 
Learned Acquintance perſuaded me to doe 
it; I did not think it fit wholly to decline 
the task. $0, at-laſt, I refolved to adjoin 


| here a Chain of the Writers of the Church 


Hiſtory. Whoever therefore deſires to un- 
derſtand, and in a good Order and Method 
reade the Eecleſitaſtical Hiſtory, ſhould pro- 
poſe to himfelf two Intervals of time ( that 
I may paſs over the thing with as few words 
as is pofſidle.) The firſt of theſe is from 
the Creatjon of the World to the Incarna- 
tion of Chriſt our Reg ; during which 


interval of time, hurch of the Old 
Teſtament , ( calPd the Few, ) is ſtoried 
to have fometimes flouriſhed, and at others 


to have ſuffered a hard ſervitude under {ſe- 


veral Tyrants : the other period is, from 
the Incarnation of Feſws Chr;/#, to the Age 
in which we live, in which the New Feſta- 
ment, or Chriſtian Church , performs its 
warfare, The firſt Interval contains Four - 
| thouſand 
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thouſand years, abating Fifty , if we may 
believe Scaliger ( whom we have all along 
hickerto followed.) The ſecond contains 
One thouſand ſix hundred , and fo many 
years over as we commonly count, and are 
ſtill going on. ' | And therefore it 1s, the 
Story of that firſt interval;I ſay, is to he 
fetched, in the firſt place, from the Old Te- 
ſtament, which the Reader ought, above 
all others in the firſt place diligently to 
turn over, and ſtudiouſly to ſearch into, 
and he will ſoon ſee his Labour is well 
beſtowed, if together with 


the Scriptures, he take in 7o- ſoſephas flouriſhed 4« 
ſephus his. Antiquities of the has pk ofter Chriſt, 


Jews, and thoſe Books he 4 Domurian, 
wrote of their Wars. For in 

theſe Books, the Eloquent Son of AMataths- 
« has woven the \Hiltory of the Old-Te- 
ſtament-Church, from the Creation of the 
World, to the laſt deſtruftion of 7eru/#- 
{:m, which happened ſomewhat above Four 
thouſand and thirty years afcex the Crea- 
tion of the World : and that with ſo great 
a fidelity, that St. Hicrome, no dull Cenſor, 


gave him a place amongſt the Eecleſtaſtath. r js, t 5. 
Writers. And the great Sealiger thought men. temp. 
ic more reaſonable to believe him , than # Prel. 


all the Greek and Letin Writers, not onely 
in the Jewifh'affiirs, but alſo in what he 
relates concerning other Nations. Ther 


there are (faith Baldwin the Civil Lawyer ) Pe Inftirur. 
Jome s.:44 Joſephus , who can 4 


Bus then how many true, great, and neteſſary 
Q 2 things 


? Hiſt. lib. T. 


I 
_ 


— — ” = a 

I pe = wh Wo 2 
BEMCSIE TIXIAET. E_QLlTQÞ]J_ILRRETY 6 
2 . LENT © © I any age oy pe *y 4 


_— 


moon "NE FT 2x. 
——— an 


<> o 400-297 


. 
or FEE A EL EEC ES 


__ — 
_ARESEDE ELF: 
non nts oi en 
rn es 4 


Mb 
at. _ i; a 


Hegeſippus,41b. 11. Loc. 


comm. cap. ult. FVSLS 40 : 
Caſaub. in Exercit. 1. 'grave Hiſtorian. But in the 
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things are there in bim for the illuftration of 
the Sacred Hiſtory ? beſides, what others 
call-falſchood, Melchior Canue more wildly 
calls errors; they being the deviations: of 
an Ignorant Man, not the Lies and Frauds 
of a Deceiver. Some' Man. would here 
' perſuade the Reader to ſubjoin, or rather 
take in together with Foſephus his Hiſtory 
of the Wars of the Jews, Hegeſippms, an 
excellent Authour, in .the. Opinion of 
Melchior Canw , a Man of 
an approved Faith, and a 


Contr. Baron. efteetln of the moſt Learned 
: Voſhus, de Hift. Gre. . CO, frubon and Voſſins, he is a 
"a +; Spurious, Pretending, and 


Suppoſitious, 'and, in ſhort, an Authour of 
no Antiquity, or at leaft quite another 
Man from that Noble Hegeſepprs , who li- 
ved near the times of the Apoſtles, and 
was Contemporary with 7uftin Martyr, and 
Arbenagoras, of whom frequent mention is 
made by Exſebius and St. Hierome, and yet 
after all this, there are ſome who think 
he is no contemptible, or unprofitable Au- 
thour. 1n his firſt Book he has given an 
Account 'of the Wars of the Fews,. from 
the times of the Maccabees to the Birth 
of Chriſt , and the death of FHered-( the 


Great.) And in his Second Book he brings 


down the Hiſtory to the Expedition of 
Veſpaſian into Fudea, Anno Chriſts 69. and 
then in his IJId, IVth and Vth Books, = 
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has Conſecrated to the memory of Poſterity, 
the Story of the total deyaſtation of Fudea, 
and the utter. Ruine of Feruſalem by Ve- 
ſpaſian and his Son Tits, which happened 
Anno Chriſti 72. But then ſaith Bodinus , 
This may be better and more truely Learned 
from Joſephus, who was not onely preſent in 
theſe Wars, but was a Commander for ſome 
time, and being made a Captive, obtain'd from 
Veſpaſian and Titus the Privilege of beins 
made a Citizen of Rome, and the Flavian 
Sir-name , ( which was that of their own 
Family) and alſo a Statue. And then the 
Princelike Virtues of an Hiſtorian, an exal- 
red erudition, a rare inievrity, and a great 
experience ſhone clearly in that perſon. And 
it is farther objected againſt this fiftiti- 
ous Hegeſippus, that he doth nat treat of 
the Afﬀairs of the Church, but onely of 
thoſe of the Fews, from the time of the 
Maccahees to the ruine of Feruſalem. But 
we may Anſwer Bodinxs in the firſt place; 
that this Hegeſipps has ſhortly and ele. 
gantly comprehended in that Work, what 
Toſepbus hath more copiouſlly related in his 
VII. Books of the HFars of the Fews, and 
ſcatteringly in his Antiquities. And in 
the next place, that this Authour doth no 
leſs religiouſly than truely ſet forth ſome 
things concerning our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
which are either altogether paſſed by, by 
Foſepbus, or onely (lightly mention'd by 
him, becauſe perhaps he had an averſian | 
for our Religioa. And he alſo ſets down, 
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int a few words, the cauſes of the War ; 
doth Leatnedly fhew the ſources of thoſe 
great Calamirties ;- and why that People, 
which alone was choſen' by God , and 
beloved very mnch, was thus conſum'd; 
why Feruſalem was deſtroy*d , which was |, 
not onely the moſt Celebrated City of all 
H, N. Lib. the Eft, as Pliny calls it : but, ( if we con- 
s- 14+ ſider the extraordinary Fayours of God, ) 
of the whole World. Why the Temple 
was raſegd; their Sacred Rites aboliſhed ; 
and the Politick Government of that Na- 
tion, which had ſubſiſted ſo many Apes , 
was for ever taken away. For the ſerions 
conſideration of theſe things will yield the - 
pious and prudent Reader a plenty of the 
moſt Excellent Fruits which Hiſtory can 
afford him. 
* Or if our Reader of Hiſtory. is better 
pleafed to paſs by this ſup- 
That Authour which # Pofitious Authour ; and wall 
commonly Call'd Hegefip- not be diſcouraged to go 
pus, is Joſephus Tranſle- hack again's, and after the 


——_ Y og eco —_ Reading the Holy Bible, and 


Ad Amian, Marcellin. 1;5h, the Antiquities of Foſephas , 
Ge Gl: and to c ntemplate at one 
| view the whole image of the 

Sacred Hiſtory, from the Creation of the 

World to the Birth of Chriſt, and ſo on 

to the Fourth Centery of the Second In- 

+ terval , then Jet him here 

Sulpitius frriſhed a- take in Sulpitins Severus his 
Jour the "427th jear of Sacred Hiſtory, which he be- 
ih gins with the Creation of the 
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World, and ends with the Synod of Borde- 
aux, Anno Chriſti 386. He was a Man of 
much learning and prudence; and a moſt 

Polite Writer. His ſtyle is ſo pure and 

elegant, that Foſephus Scaliger calls him , 
The moſt Pwre Writer of the Church Hiſtory. 

But I cannot forbear confirming the Judg- 
ment of this great Man, by the more Pro- 
lix, and yet not leſs elegant teſtimony of 
Viftor Gs/elin, a Phyſician and Antiquary of 
a moſt accompliſh'd Erudition. He writes 
thus, The bleſſed Sulpitius bath with greet 
brevity compris d, and with an exai diſt infti- 

on of times, ſhortly deduced to the Age in 
which he leved , a 4 Memory of thoſe things 
which are contained in the Holy Scriptures , 
from the beginning of the W. old. Now whe- 
ther any Age bath produced Anather Work, 
that 1s more excellent, more noble and more uſe- 

full to the Chriſtian Church than this ſmall 
Parce, I ſhall willingly leave to the Zudgment 
of thoſe who have better abilities than | to 
determune of it. But as to the Elegance of its 
l dare undertake, and I think, I may ſafely 
firm, that it is not inferiour, in any theng,1v 
the beſt of all the Church Hiſtorians : but then, 
«s to all other Works, which are of the ſans 
wature , it hath ſo greas advantaits over 
them, that thoy do net deſerye yo be compared 
with 6t. 33/00 w_- _— _—_ it, i 
great, and may.perhbaps ſetm ta maſt men in- 
credible. Buy yes wheat. | ſay, bes fo mwb 
rrath m it, that 1 am. confiders\ the arracity 
of the thing will prevail ſe much, that my reſts- 
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mony may be ſpared, eſpecially as to thoſe who 


will take the Pains to compare all the parts of \ 
thu Anthour , with Orofius, Florus, Eutro- 
Pius, and the reft of the Writers of Epitomes. 
He ſeems to me to have obtaind the Garland 
onely by the imitation of C. Saluſtius a florid 
Writer of the Roman Story. For obſerving 
that many things in him paſſed for excellen- 
cies, which would become no other Man, and 
were ſcarce poſſible to be imitated ;, as his ab- 
rupt way of ſpeaking, which ſlips inſenſibly by 
the Reader or Hearer, and doth not ſtay till a 
Man comes to it ;, but, as Seneca ſaith, his 
Sentences come pouring in, and his words ſur- 
prize by their unexpetted falls theſe, I ſay 
be left to Saluſt, as his ſole perſonal excellen- 
cies. And he ftudiouſly avoided hys obſolete 
words, which ( as Auguſtus ſaid ) be collec- 
red out of Cato's Books de Originibus. But 
thex as to his ſpruce brevity, tempered with 
ſignificant Word, and adapted in the higheſt 
degree to bis deſign ;, he imitated that Great 
Hiſtorian with ſo' much Art , that we may 
well ſay, be rather emulated him ( and ſtrove 
to out-doe him.) For he did not think it 
ſufficient to follow his ftyle, knd to divide, cir- 
cumſcribe , and cut it , and make juſt ſuch 
tranſitions from one thing to another, except 
be made the ſame entrances to his Books the 
ether did, but with this difference, that whereas 
be ( as Fabins faith) choſe ſuch as had no 
relation to Hiſtory ;, Sulpitius accommodated 
bis a little better to his ſubjeft. All which 
things, in Hiſtory at leaſt , appear glorious, 

| as 
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as any Man may obſerve at the firſt Glance. 
Fer it was —_ by I have ſaid, in the 

er of his Ape, before his paſſionate love to 
ont. had been mortified = ſevere diſ- 
Cipline of the Monaſtery of Tours. Thus 
far Gſelinas. ' The Elzivers, two Dutch 
Printers, put out this Authour Accurately 
Corrected and Amended, and Eloquently 
continued out of Sleidan's Hiſtory of the 
IV. Monarchies, to the Empire ' of 
CHARLES the Vth of that Name. The 
Truth is, S*lpir:xs has ſome Errours, con- 
cerning which, the Reader may, if he 
pleaſe, conſult Bellarmine his Piece , con- 
cerning the Eccleſiaſtical Writers, Arno 
Chriſti 420. Thus far of thoſe who have 
Written the Church Hiſtory of the Firſt 
Interval, or -Period of Time, and which 
we think ought to he read in the firſt 
place. 
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The Hiftory of the Second Interval ( that us of 


the Chreftian Church) u firſt to be ſought 
for un the Evengeliſts, and the other Book; 
of the New Teft amene, where its Infancy us 
deſerib'd ;, thre u ſcarce any beſides ex- 
rant, who were tye-witnefſes of any part of 
its firſ# ſtate, and deſcril*d vt : there are 
ſome pieces indeed ftill in bring, whoſe Au- 
thowrs art ſaid to bave lived in the ſame 
time, and to have deſcribed os brave en- 
counters of the firſt Martyrs ; they are 
thong bt 4 be ; nm & Znewed _—_ bf 
becauſe they are overrun with fables. Bas 
ronius confeſſeth ſome of the Later Wri- 
rers ave guilty of this fault. Vives and 
Melchior Canus doe both make the ſame 
complaint. As alſo ſome of the Ancients $ 
and therefore the Hiſtory of the Church « 
zo be read withcare. And yet too much in- 
credulity ws to be ſhun'd. Of what Tem- 
per we ſhould be in the Reading of Hiſto- 
ries. The firſt and moſt Ancient are to 
be preferr'd before the latter. 


Ow the Second 2nd other Internal 
( which as I ſaid took its beginning 


at the Birth of Chriſt, and continues to our 
times ) is attributed to the New Teſt«- 
ment Church, which is call'd the Chriſtian 
Church, as the former was the Jew 
Church, The Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 


Church 
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Church is firſt to. be ſought in the Evange= Evange- 
lifts, the faithfull Pen-men - of the Holy liſts. 
Ghoſt z for they have conſignd to Writin 

the Hiftory of our Redeemer, the Lord of 1 | 
things , the founder , and foundation of the 

Chriſtian Faith. If 1 may be allowed to 


uſe the Words of the Reverend Biſhop of youn 
Chicheſter. Afﬀrer theſe St. LUXE ( that in Pref. ad 
moſt Learned Biſhop alſo ) has Conlecra- 4?p-rat- 
ted to eternity the As of the Apoſtles, eſpe- "1% 
cially the Travels of St. Pecer and St. Paul, 
their dangers and encounters, in moſt pure 
and moſt elegant Greek, fo that the very 
Athenians themſelves never Wrote the A- 
tick Dialet more exaftly than he. Be- 
ſides thoſe Writers of the New Teſtamenr 
(who have onely repreſented to us the 
Cradle of the Chriſtin Church) few others 
have come to our hands ; ſhall I ſay few or 
rather none , who being eye-witneſs, de- 
ſcribed thoſe firſt Ages; or who haye com- 
mitted'-to Writing the Hiſtory of the 
Church till her youth. - Indeed, there are 
divers Writers extant, which are ſaid to 
have lived in that firſt age of the Church; 
as Prochorus (one of the VII. Deacons which 
the Apoſtles themſelves Ordain'd, ) who 
is reported to have Wrote that Life of the 
Evangelift, and Apoſtle St. Joby, which is 
now to be read in the Orthodoxographss, and 
the Zibliotheca patrum. Abdias the Babylo- abdias. 
»an, one of the LXXII. Diſciples, (if we 

may be believe him) who is ſaid to have 
Wrote X. Books of the Sufferings of the 
Apoſtles. 
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Apoſtles. Linus his Account of the Mar- 
tyrdoms of St. Peter and St. Paxt.. The 
Relation of the Sufferings of St. Andrew 
the Apoſtle, Written by a Presbyter of 4- 
chaia, and others ; which yet are general- 
ly by the Ancient Fathers reputed and re. 
giſtred amongſt the Suppoſitious and Apo- 
cryphal Writers; and even Barons, Bel- 
larmine, Sextus Sinenſis, Melchior Canus, and 
many other very Learned Men, of this and 
the foregoing Age: Becanſe, in truth, 
they are ſtuft with a parcel of ſuch fill 

Fables, that they deſerve no credit 1n thoſe 
things which pernaps are true. 

Nor are onely the Writers, as they are 
commonly call'd of the very firſt Age, ob- 
noxious to this fault, but many alfo of the 
latter Writers, who writing of the more 
Anctent times, and being ſick, as it were, 
of -too great a Credulity, do ſtrangely a 
bound with deviſed Fables. Which the 


Baroniusjn Gyear Cardinal ingenuouſly confefleth. 
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RN 


& There is nothing, (ſaith he) which ſeems 
 **fo much neglected to this day, as a true 
* and certain Account of the Aﬀairs of the 
© Church , Collefted with an-exact dili- 
* pence, And that I may —_ of the 
«more Ancient, it is very difficult to find 
« any of them, who have publiſhed Com- 
«© mentaries . on this ſubje&t , which .have 
«©« hit the truth in all points. '. Fob» Lus 


Lib. & de Fives made juſt ſuch a Complaint before 
trad. diſcip. Baronius. © have ( ſaid he ) been much 
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afflicted, when 1 have ſeriovfly conſidered 
| « with 


Of Reading Church Hiſtories. 


©<« with my ſelf, how diligently, and with 
« what exact care, the Actions of Alexan- 
& der, Hannibal, Scipio, Pompey, Ceſar. and 
& other Commanders : and the Lives of 
«© Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, and others of the 


* Philoſophers have been written, and fix- _ 
*©ed in an everlaſting remembrance, ſo 


« that there is not the leaſt danger they 
© can eyer be loſt : But then the Atts of 
* the Apoſtles, and Martyrs, and of the 
« Saints of our Religion, and the Aﬀairs 
<« of the Riſing and Eſtabliſhed Church , 
« being involved in much darkneſs, are al- 
* moſt totally: unknown, though they are 
«© of ſo much greater advantage than the 
& Liyes of the Philoſophers, or Great. Ge- 
<« nerals, both as to the improvement of 


< our Knowledge and Practice. For what 


© is written of theſe holy Men, except, a 
© very few things,'is very much corrupted 
« 2nd defaced with the mixture of many 
« Fables; whilſt the Writer, indulging his 
© own humour, doth not tell us. what the 
« Saint did, but what the Hiſtorian would 
«© have had him done: and; the. Fancy of the 
« Writer -diQtates the Life , and not. the 
* truth: of things. Yives'a little after 
goes on thus. ** There. have been men 
< who have thought it a great piece of 
« Piety to invent Lies for the ſake of Re» 
* ligiog ; which is both dangerous ( for / 
* fear thoſe things, which are true, ſhould 
{loſe their Credit, by the means of theſe 
* falſhoods) and it is by no means neceſla- 
6 

ry 
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« ry neither ; becauſe our holy Religion is 
© ſupported with ſo many true ( Miracles ) 


' < that theſe falſe ones, like lazy 'and uſe- 


4 leſs Souldiers, are rather a burthen and 
& 2 hinderance, than a help or afliſtence 
<toit. Thus far that Learned Spaniard. 
And becauſe his Countryman, AMelcbior Ca 
aw, a Divine of a great ( and not unde. 


' ſerved ) tion with the Papiſts, a- 


grees with him in all this; I ſhall nor be 
aawilling to adjoyn his words roo. *f 
& ſpeak it with grief, and ' not by way 
< of reproach, Laeereiw has Written the 
«[.jves of the Philoſophers with more care 
< 2nd induſtry, than the Chriſtians have 
< thoſe of the Saints ; Sueraninus hath re- 
« preſented the Lives of the Ceſar with 
«much more truth and ſincerity than the 
DATES 
e at even tho 
« the Martyrs, ol Virgins and Confef- 
«fors. For they have not conceal'd the 
&« ices, nor the very ſaſpitions of vice, in 
_ good and commendable Philoſophers or 
© Princes; and in -the worſt 'of them they 


* &difcover the very colours or appearances 


«of Vertue. But the greateſt part ofour 
« Writers either follow the- condut of 
©their affetions, or induſtriouſly fain ma- 
& ny things ; ſo that I for 7 am ve- 
«ry often both "weary and aſhamed of 
NR nee wo I 
©by brought nothing of Adyantege tothe 

| : & Chuect 
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< Church of Chriſt, but very much incon» 
« yenienee. Thus ſaith Melchior Cane. 
Nor are we to think, thay it is onely the 
complaint of the Learned Men of this and 
the laſt Age, that the Church Writers are 
thus corrupted: and depraved, as if thefe 
faults had crepr into rhem of late onely ; 
or as if none of the moſt Ancient Wri- 
ters had been juſtly ro be numbred amon 
theſe depravers of the Church Hiſtory. A- 
bove a Thouſand and three hundred years 
agon, before the Church was paſt its yout 
there were ſome who baely infe&t 
the Monuments of the Church with Lies, 
and made it their buſineſs to corrupt 
them with ſach impure mixtures. And 


239 


Arnobixs' in his Books, Contra Gentes, hath £6. rt. þ 


taken this notice of it. But ae:ther (Faith 47 


he ) could all that was done, be wrigten , or 


arrive at the Knowledge of all men. Many of 


our oreat Aftions being done by obſcure Men 
and theſe who bad ang Yrly rp focus : 
and if ſome of them are committed to Let- 
ters and Writings, yet even here, by the Mia- 
lice of the Devils, and of men like them, whoſe 
great deſign and ſtudy it is ro intercepe and 
rxine this truth, by interpolating, or adding 
ſome things to them, or by changing, or taking 
ous Words, Syllables, or Letters, they have pus 
a ſtop to the Faiths of Wiſe Men, and corrnp- 
red the truth of things. Thus Arnobice. And 
in truth, what could poſlibly be deviſed to 
corrupt and debaſe the Memory of the An- 


cient Church, which Pavans, Fews, or Here- 


ricks , 
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ticks, have not deceitfully impoſed upon 
her ? What . hath not a ſilly and Credyu- 
lous Superſtition feigned ? My Hearers, I 
have purſued theſe things at large, that 
' they who are deſirous to know the Church 
W Hiſtory, might underſtand, and diligently 
conſider, with how much care and caution 
they are to be read: for here a Man is in 
more danger of being deceived by feign'd 
ſtories, than in any other ſort of Hiſtories 
whatſoever. And yet it is confeſs'd by 
all, that it is much more miſchievous to 
be involved in errour here, than in Civil 
Hiſtory. Now as it befits us to take great 
care on the one fide, that we do not im- 
= brace falſehood for truth raſhly ; ſo it be- 
| ; . _, Comes us to conſider attentively, that we 
FE | do not reject what is really true, as falſe, 

without deliberation. 7 confeſs (ſaith the } 

De Inſtita- Learned Lawyer Balduinu) where there are {| 

tione, p. 93. 10 many Ambuſhes, and ſo many dangers ; thoſe _ 

Edit. 16, who remember, that credit 1s not raſhly tobe 

given, deſerve to be commended for their ſuſ- 
pitious modeſty and jealouſie. But then the 

unbelief of ſome others is too great, who will | 

believe nothing but what 4s wruten by ſome 

one ſingle Authour, As for example, they 

will believe nothing that is ſpoken con- 

_ cerning the Apoſtles , bur what is written 

by St. Luke. but then St. Luke did chiefly 

deſign to Write the Hiſtory of St. Paul,and 

as to that too he omitted ſome, things, as | 

1s apparent by the Epiſtle to the Galatians. 

St. Luke, ſpeaking of Simon Mars, _ 

onely 
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onely tell us, That in Samaria, his own 
Town, being wrought upon by the Reproof 
of St. Peter,he confeſſed his Sin. But ſhall 
we therefore cry out, that whatever thoſe 
very Ancient Writers, 7uſtin Martyr, Ter- 
tullian, Arnobins, Enſebius, Epiphanius and 
St. Auguſtine, have delivered, beſides this 
concerning him, is falſe: and therefore in 

the Reading of Hiſtories, let us eyer re- 

member to be ſuch, as Ar:forle ſaith thoſe 

men, who are betwixt youth and old age, 

commonly are : that is, neither too prone 

to believe, nor too difficult and diſtruſtive : 

OUT: maox motvorles, Cure many <4 FF EVTES > that 

is, Neuher believing, nor disbelieving every 

thing. That of Heſiod is like an Ora» 

cie, 


ITins o' deg ouds x aniaas ahirmy dvd pgs. L1b.1. oper. 


Too much, too little Faith has ruin'd Men. 37% 


But ſome Man may, with great truth, ſay, 
' Thar Facility of Belief, and Diſhdence, are 
both, in their turns, of great uſe and fa- 
fety. For every veriſimilitude is not pre- 
ſently true z nor is every thing that ſeems 
at firſt ſight incredible to be concluded 
therefore falſe. Truth hath ſometimes the 
reſemblance of falſchood : and again, a 
Lie is masked with the beautifull Colours 
of truth at other times; as Sereca ſaith 
ſomewhere. : 


R And 
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And therefore ( that we may procced ) 
where we cannot have ſuch Witneſſes as 
were preſent at the Actions they record; 
the next care is, to hear thoſe who have 
faithfally delivered what they received from 
others : eſpecia'ly if the Ages in which 
they lived, their Antiquity and Virtue , 
have given them a right to onr Faith, and 
made them of good Authority. And a- 
moneſt theſe, it is fit we ſhould prefer the 
moſt Ancient (and as I may fay) Claſ- 
fick Authours, before the reſt. W hat A- 
riſtole ſaid of Witneſſes , is true here ; 
Negor 7 of mA} , 422 ppt za, The moſt 
Ancient deſerve moſt credit, becauſe it 1s not 
ſo eaſie to corrupe them. And for the moſt 
part it alſo comes to paſs, that by how 
much the later and newer the Account of 
any Ancient Tranſaction is, ſo much the 
more faulty and corrupt it proves. For 
as- Wine,, by how much the oftner it is 
poured from one Veſlel into another, be- 
comes ſo much the more weak and diſpi- 
Tited : and as Fame, the further it goes, the 
further it removes from Truth, and ga- 
thers ſo much the more of Vanity ; even 
ſo for the moſt part a Hiſtory being re- 
peated by many, and toſs'd to and fro, 
and told every time in other Words, is 
diffuſed ( takes aire) and at laſt contami- 
nates and degenerates into a mere Fable. 
Indeed I have made this Diſcourſe much 
longer than I intended; but Prudent Rea- 
ders will afford me ſo much the more _ 
their 
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their Pardon, if they pleaſe to conſider , 
that all this has no other ſcope, than the 
. making men extremely cautious in their 

turning over the Volumes of the Charch 
Hiſtory. And therefore I will now paſs 
on to the Catalogue of thoſe Authours, 
and the Order of them. which Learned 
Men have preſcribed to be read after the 
Books of the New Teſtament, in which 
] ſhall be as ſhort as it is fit I ſhould be, 


2.43 
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SEC TT. XXXIV. 


At laſt, in the Third Centery, the Church then 
beginning to flouriſh, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
began to flouriſh too. Eulebius Pamphili, 
the Prince amongſt the Church Hiſtorians , 
be emulates Xenophon in his Books of the 
Life of Conſtantine. Many things which 
he Wrote are loſt. Hts oricy vindica» 
ted. How far his Hiſtory reacheth. Sca- 
liger's judgment concerning Ruffinus. The 
Tripartite Hiſtory. The Reading of Eu- 
ſebius hi Panegyrick rccommenaed. 


—_ then thoſe Writers, who are ſaid 
to have lived with the Apoſtles, are to 
be rejected ( as is ſaid above) as ſpurious; 
and thoſe that followed them immediately 
In the two next Centeries are not extant, 
being either ſwallowed up in thar valt ſhip- 
wreok of Learning ; or (as the opinionof 
the Learned Caſanbon 1s) ſeeing they rather 

em to have begun to think of writing *ſome- 
thing of this Nature, than ſeriouſly to have 
applied their Minds and Pens to the illuſtra- 
ting thu ſubjeft, Let us caſt our eyes upon 
the third Cemtery , which , with the two 
which follow it, may juſtly (in his eſteem) 
be calld, run ms 64x'10'n;* the very Flower 
and Golden Age of the Church. 

As in that Age Theological Studies flou- 
riſhed every where, ſo the Church Hiſtory, 
which till then was almolt totally unknown, 
began 
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began to fſprought up and grow verdant. 
The firſt that ſet out in that Race ( as 
far as is known to us ) was Euſebing Pam- 


phili, who took his Sir Name from Pam- gi; ,39. 


philusthe Martyr,who was his intimateFriend 


as * St. Hierome acquaints us ; he was Biſhop * Libr» de 
of C, eſarea in Paleſtine, in the Reign of Copn- tuft. tir, 


ſtantine the Great, ( who, as Cedrenw tells 
us, was 4 Great Hiſtorian, and a general Scho- 
lar ) and without controverſie he was then 
thought the moſt Learned Man of the 
Age. He ( I ſay) as he himſelf afficm- 
eth in the entrance of his firſt Book, was 
the firſt who applied himſelf to Write/an 
Univerſal Hiſtory of the Catholick, Church'z, 
Beginning therefore with the Birth of Our 
LORD, and proceeding accurately throuzh. 
all the times of the Tyrants, he deſcribes 
the Series of the Aﬀairs of the Church, the 
Succeilions of the Apoſtles, and other Il1u- 
ſtrious DoCtours in the Charch. The Dac- 
trince of the Goſpel ; the Perſecutions which 
Tyrants moped againſt the Church, and 
the Martyrdbms that followed in them, 
and the perverſe Dottrines of Hereticks ; 
all which he dednced, with a mighty indy- 
ſtry, ia Ten Books, to his own times. | 

Euſebius alſo Wrote? the Life of Conſtan- 
tine In Four Books, which are now extant, 
and acknowledged to be genuine by Phort- 


44. But then, as he followed the Exams Vige Circe- 
ple of Xenophon ( who deſcribed the [x ſtr. prefar. 
fitution and Encomium of Cyrus, More that 4097-1; 


bz he might.-propoſe to our Contemplatiy 35 
R 3 on 
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on the Image of a good Prince, than that 
he might give a true Hiſtory of him; ) 
ſo Euſebrry did not ſo much dreſs up the 
Hiſtory of the Life of Conſtaztine, as a Pa- 
negyrick of the Praiſes of that Prince, and 
his glorious Actions. And therefore Pho. 
tixs calld that Piece, An Encommum. in 
four Books. And certainly he has there- 
in repreſented to our eyes the Lively Pic- 
ture of an excellent Prince, which the moſt 
potent Kings and Princes may contemplate 
to their great advantage, as Grynew right- 
ly obſerveth. 

And the Reverend Biſhop of Chicheſter 
obſerves alſo, that Euſebin« coileCted the 
Hiſtory of the Martyrs out of the Archives, 
or Regiſters of the Churches, and the Com- 
mentaries of the Publick Notaries, and the 
common Tables or Catalogues; Nor mas 
it (faith he) onely a Brevary deſigned for 
the reciting their Names, of the ſame Na- 
ture with the Martyrologie , which i" now 
in uſe in the Church of Rome, drawn up by 
Bede, Uſuardus, or other ſuch like Authours 
or like the Greeks Menologies ; but they 
were Hiſtorical Narratives of the things that 
happened, and Commentaries Written at large, 
as the Reverend Prelate proves out of E#- 
ſebius himſelf. W here, ſpeaking of Apolloni- 
,heſaith, If- any perſon ss deſirous exattly to 
know his words ſpoken before the Fudge, and 
what Anſwer be gave to the Queſtions of 
Perennius, and his Apolorvetich Oration which 
he made before the Senate; Let him be plea- 


ſed 


e 
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ſed to Read the Book which we compos'd of the 
Atlions of the Ancient holy Martyrs. But Voſl. de 
that Work of Ex/ebins, and many others (of #i/t. Gre. 
which St. Hierome makes mention amongſt * ?*© 17+ 
the Eccleſiaſtical Writers ) are loſt, and 
have not fallen into the hands of the Men 
of theſe later Ages. 

But there is not a few who detract what 
they .can from the Authority of Exſebins , 
and ſay, That his Church Hiſtory was re- 
jected by Pope Gelaſius in a Council, and 
pronounced an Apochryphal Book. Bur 
for the Aſlerting the Authority of Exſcb:- 
ze, It is ſufficient that Gelaſins himſeif tells 
vs, in the beginning of that Cenſure, that 
the Chronicle of Euſebius of Ceſarea, and his 
Eccleſiaftical Hiftory are not to be intirely Lb. 5. 
rejected, for the rare and excellent Know- 
ledge they afford us: Which is aiſo ſaid 
by Yolaterranus, in the Decretals, Euſcbius 
his Chronicle and Church Hiſtory onely are 
received, But if any body thinks otherwiſe 
let the confirmation of Melchior Canus be Lib. 11. ps 
conſidered, his words are theſe ; Ir is ſuffi- 543 
ciently apparent , that all the reft of Euſebi- 
us his Church Hiſtory, pleaſed Gelaſius and 
the Council , in that they are pleaſed to ac- 
quaint us with what diſpleaſed them ;, and Calin. Mc- 
therefore if you take out the Fable of Abga- 44a. Com. 
rus, and the Commendations of Origen, they 3 * © 
ſay (in a manner ) that all the reſt of has 
Hiſtory is worthy of our credit and beliefe. 
The Judgment of Sculterus pleaſeth me, as ,,., 7, 
to this, very much , which he unfolds in cox. p 6, 

R 4 theſe 
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tneſe words. Thoſe Books which contain the 
Hiſtory of the Church, do ſufficiently demon- 
ffrategthat that Story of the Primitive Church is 
true, which is fetched from the Genuine Wri- 
tings of the Orthodox Fathers : for as long as 
Euſebius, in his Hiſtory, follows Juſtin, Ire- 
nxus, Origen, Tertullian , Cyprian, Cle- 
mens Alcxandrinus z and ſuch other Fathers 
of approved faith , be is an Hiſtorian wor- 
thy of our belief and truſt : But whenever he 
quotes Tradition, and appeals to things that 
were reported, but not written, thin he mix- 
eth many thin!s that are Fabulous. Thus 
far Sculretus. The truth is, the Pap!ts do 
frequently reprehend Exſcbins with great 
bitterneſs, and fiercely fall upon him ; but 
above all others, Cardinal Baronins ( as the 
{ame Sculterws obſerves ) diſcovers his ha- 
tred of Euſebius ;, for which he had no ©- 
ther reaſon than this,viz. He being the Hiſt - 
rian who hath proſecuted ſo largely the Com- 
mendations, and Donations of Conſtantine to 
the Church , has not onely not mentioned his 
Grant to the See 'of Rome , but has plainly 
intimated it tobe falſe, in Writing, that Con- 
ſtantine was mor baptized by the Pope at 
Rome ; but by another at Nichomedia. But 
they pretend roo that he was infeted with 
Arianiſme, and that he ever tavoured the 
Arian Party ; and therefore he 1s ſome- 
Limes accuſed of Partiality. That he was 
infected with that Hereſie before the Coun- 
cil of Nice, is, in truth, too apparent to 
be denied : but then ſome write, that af- 
4 £ cer 
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fer that time he willingly imbraced the 
Authority of the Holy Fathers of that 
Council, and lived moſt holily and piouſly 
in the Catholick Doctrine. Yea, it 1s re- 
ported amongſt the Greeks (as George Tra- Prefat «d 
pezunce bears witneſs ) that at the com- 
mand of the holy Fathers, he drew up the 
Nicene Creed ;, which he compoſed 'in ſuch 
words, that he delivered to the Fathers in 
Writing that Form , The Son of God was #Hift. Erl. 


begotten and not made, being of the ſame Sub- SUCTAt. Lt. 


ſtance with the Pather : by which words that Caifod. 

Hereſie was ' without controverſie con- ft. Trip. 

demn'd. And it is moſt certain, that he Lb. 2. c. 

did, by Letters, give a moſt full and perfect 11- 

account to his Citizens, of what was done 

in that Convention, which Letrers are ſtil] 

exſtant, as Donatus Veronenſts writes. Prefat. a 
But, to proceed, the Hiſtory of Euſebius ©*vl- 3: 

reacheth to the year CCCKXV. And Kuf- 

finus, a Presbyter of Aquileia, an Emula- 

tour of St. Hierome, tranſlating this Hiſto- 

ry out of Greek, into Latin, added two 

Books of his own, and continued the Hiſto-' 

ry to the death of Theodoſins the Empe- 

rour, An. Chriſts CCCC. But then in his 

Tranſlation he took too great a liberty, 

and in his own Addition he borrowed much 

from Euſcbius ;, and therefore Foſeph Scali- 

ger, In the Appendix of his incomparable 

Work, de Emendatione Temporum, calls him 

a moſt filly Anthour ; and perhaps no hurt 

will be done, if our-$tudent paſs him by ; 

for the Hiſtory of the ſame times is writ- 

cen 
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ten more largely and accurately by Secre- 
tes, Sozamen and Theodovret. 

Theſe three were tranſlated by Epipha- 
nins Scbolaſticus into Latin, at the requeſt 
of the Great Aurelius Caſſioderus, who made 
of theſe three one body of Hiſtory , and 
put it out under the name of the Tripar- 
tre Story. But then David Chytreus, a fa- 
mous Man ,, who hath done great ſervice 
to the World, in relation both to the Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory , doth admo- 
niſh and exhort all ſtudious Men, that they 
ſhould not onely reade thoſe fragments 
which are thus patch'd together by C'aſſio- 
aor us ;, but alfo the intire Authours which 
are extant, and carefully Printed both in 
Greek and Lat, and that they ſhould be- 
gin with Euſebins his Panegyrich on the Life 
of Conſtantine, i» which they will find an 
uninterrupted Hiftory of XXX. years; and 
the chief Edifts and Laws of that Prince, 
concerning the Chriſtian Rel:gion , carefully 
expounded in the 11d, IIId and 1V* Books, 
which are the Fountains whence Socrates , 
Theodoret and Sozomen bave drawn many 
tbings in the beginning of their Hiſtqries. 


Of Reading Church Hiſtories. 


SE CT. XXXV. 


In what times Socrates lived ;, from whence 
and how far he has brought his Hiſtory : and 
of Theodoret alſo, and what t contain'd in 
each of his Books. The Cenſure of Photi- 
us on him, Sozomen the Salamine conts- 
mues the Hiſtory to the year of Chriſt 
CCCCXXIIL A place of Sr. Gregorie's 
againſt S0zomen conſider'd ; and an An- 
ſwer made to it. The ( ander of $010- 
men ; the Teſtimony of Evagrius concern- 
ing bim. Evagrins follows the Tripar- 
tite Hiſtory, and continues it to the year 
DXCVII. Theopiilactus Simocatus 
continued it to the year DCl. 
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Ocrates , Born at Conſtantinople under Socrates. 


Theodoſius Junior , the Son of Arcadi- 
, beginning his Hiſtory about the end of 
that wrote by Exſcbirs, with the Victory 
obtain'd by Conſtantine againſt Maxentim y 
Anno Chrifts CCCXIII. or rather from that 
year in which he was firſt declared Empe- 
rour openly in- Br:tain;, that is, from the 
year of Chriit CCCIX, he deduced it to 
the XVII" Conſulſhip of the aforetaid The- 
odoſius Junior ; that is, to the year of Chrilt 
CCCCXLLI. mn VII. Books, written in a 
ſtyle that is not extraordinarily ſplendid: 
the firſt of which Books contains the times 
of Conſtantine the Emperour,; the ſecond, 
thoſe of Conſtantixa ;, the third, the —_ 

(0 
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of Fulian and Fovian ; the fourth, thoſe of 
Valentinian and Valens; the fifth, thoſe of 
Gratian, and Theodoſiu the firſt ; the ſixth, 
the times of Arcadims;, the ſeventh con-: 
tains XXXIl. years of the Reign of Theo- 
doſins the younger; the whole Hiſtory re- 
preſents the Church affairs of CXL, years, 
as he himſelf tells us, in expreſs words : in 
the laſt Chapter of the VII Book; Thy 
laſt Boak ( ſaith he) contains the ſpace of 
X XXII. years, but the whole Hiſtory, which is 
divided into VII. Books, contains CX L. years 
which begins. with the firſt year of the T'wo 
bundereth ſeventy and firſt Olympiad, in which 
Conſtantine was declared Emperour , and 
end. in the ſecond year of the Three hundreth 
and fifth Olympiad, at the XVIW'h Conſulſhip 
of Theodoſjus rhe Emperonr. It 1s clear 
from ſeveral places, that he fayoured the 
Faftion of the Novatians; for ( waich is 
obſerved by the moſt Learned Facob Bulli- 
#4 ) he 1s extremely pleaſed, not onely when he 
meets, but mhen he can but pretend to have 
found an occaſion of ſpeakinz much in favoxr 
of the Novatians: and if any Man had, out 
of a Prous Zeal, more ſharply treated the No- 
vations, Socrates would be ſure to find ſome 
epportunity or other to traduce his Name and 
Reputation ; but ſo cunningly, that to a Rea- 
acr of an ordinary capacity, he will ſeem ra- 
ther to have done it cut of a deſire of ſpeak- 
ing truth, than out of a compliance with his 
ewn Anger and Reſentment : This, I ſay, 1s 
the Cenſure of F. 'Billius, a very Learned 
Man, 
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Man, upon Socrates, the Authour of the 
Church Hiſtory, which I thought fit to in- 
ſert here, that our Lover of Hiſtory might 
make uſe of the greater caution in the 
reading him. 

Theoaoret lived i-the ſame times, and Theodorer. 
was Biſhop of Cyrus, a City of Meſopota- 
mia or Syria. He wrote an Ecclevaſtical 
Hiſtory, from the end of Euſebiu; his Hiſto- 
ry, and the riſe of tke Arrian Hereſie , 
. Which he hath alſo brought: down to the 
times of Theodoſius Junlor , wherein he 
gives ſomewhat a larger account of the 
Actions done in the ſecond General Coun- 
cil, than any other Hiſtorian that is ex- 
tant. In the firſt Book of his Hiſtory he 
gives us the Hiſtory of the Church under 
Conſtantine the Great : In the ſecond, he cx- 
pounds what happened under Conſtantine : 
in the thicd, he tells us the Church effair 
under Fulian the Apoſtate ; the fourth Book 
he attributed to Fevian, YValentinian and 
Valens ; the fifth to Gratian, Theodoſius the 
Great, and Arcadius: and in the ſame Book 
he tovcheth the beginning of the Reign of 
T heodoſius the younger 4, the Cenſure of Tinem. 3. 
Photius concerning the ſtyle of Theodoret is 
this; That it is futer for an Hiſtory than 
that uſed by Socrates , or that of Hermias 
Sozomen, or that of Euagrius Ponticus; and L:5. 2. «e 
of the ſame opinion is that moſt Learned ##- rc. 
Man Gerardus Fohannes Voſſius. "__ 

Hermias SoZomenus was Biſhop of Sala- Sozome- 
mine, a City of Cyprus, and flourilhed alſo 

| under 
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under Theodoſins, to whom he dedicated his 
Hiſtory , beginning at the Conſalare of 
Criſpns - and Conſftantinus, Anno Chriſti 
CCCXXIIE. he continued it to the death 
of Honorius, An. Chriſt. CCCCXNIN. which 
ſpace of time he comprehends in IX. Books, 
the two firſt of which repeat the things 
done in the times of Conſtantine rhe Great ; 
the third and fonrth contain the tranfſac- 
tions under the Three Children of Con- 
ſtantine ;, the fifth and fixth comprehend 
the times of Yalentinian and Yalens ; the 
ſeventh thoſe of Gratian and Theodoſius the 
Firſt ; the eighth the times of Arcadins.,, 
the ninth runs through the times of Theodo- 
ſins the Second, as far as the death of Ho- 
norins , Anno Chriſti CCCCXXUI. which 
was the XVI. year of the Reign of The- 
odoſius Junior. But then the See of Rome 
refuſeth to receive this Hiſtorian too, and 
( theſe are the words of Gregory the Great) 
that becauſe he tells many Lies, and commends 
Thedorus Mopſueſtia roo much, and faith, 
he was a Great Dottor of the Church to the 
day of his death. | was directed to this 
Place by George Hackwill, Profeſſor of Di- 
vintty, a perſon of a various erudition , 
and of a ſingular both piety and prudence. 
But to this Melchior Canns long fince repli- 
ed; That there is no ſuch thing to be found 
in Sozomen , concerning T heodorus Mo- 
pſueſtia. And that Gregorie's memory fail'd 
him, whilſt, inſtead of Theodoret, he Wrote 
Sozomen ; for the words he mentions are 
Theodorer's : 
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Theodoret's : and Cardimat Baronius ſup- 
plies us with another Anſwer , by ſaying , 
That Sozomen, the Commender of Theodo- 
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ros Mopfueſtia, 5s nor received by the See of &c. 40. 


Rome, as to that particular : But in all the 
reft, he, ſpeaking the truth, how conld he be 
rejefted ? and beſides, it is apparent, that So- 
Zomen was not rejetted by Gelaſius the Pope 
( whom no man can, in the opinion of the Car- 
drzral , difown ;, ſuch was his Authority and 
Learning ) but rather eftcem'd to be of more 
credit than Eufchbius of Czfarea ; and his 
Hiftory is accordingly more valued by Phocigs 
than that of Socrates. And Canns farther 
anſwereth, That the Teftimony of Soz0o- 
men was made uſe of , and approved in the 
Council of Florence, in which the Emperour 
Palaologus was preſent. However we may 
think candidly of him, not onely by rea- 
fon of the ſincerity and veracity which he 
pretends to in his firft Chapter, and pro- 
miſeth throughont : for when he was to 
relate the contentions, quarrels and perfi- 
dy of many Orthodox Men, and many other 
foul ations done by them, he deprecates 
the opinion of a malevolent humour, as Is 


Tom. 4. ad 


Annum 


439. 


obſcryed by the Learned Caſaubon : For he 7; pref. ad 
ſaith, he does not wrice thefe things out Polyb. 


of any pleafare he takes in them, but whe- 
ther he would or no; becauſe what was 
done, could not be undone : but on the 
other. ſide, ro be ſilent, as to thofe things 
which were done, was to betray the truth, 
and break the Laws of a good ny 
MaAga 
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Mz ( faith he) Ts dAnSHias emu Yp%- 

ov , Ja m3 Ths igoeias PLI-ELLCL And again , 

Tleaym dures mf, Ths annIids + ovyyerrta 

Geez It 15 fit to take care of truth, in or- 

* der to the preſervation of the ſincerity of Hiſt o- 

ry; and again, An Hiſtorian ſhould eſteem 

truth above all other things : But alſo for 

the ſake of that Judgment Enagrizs has 

given of him, whoſe words are theſe; 

Euſebius, Sozomen, Theodoret and Socra- 

tes, have Accurately committed to Writing 

the coming of our moſt Mercifull Saviour into 

the World,his Aſcenſion into Heaven, the Afts 

of the hily Apoſtles, the Martyrdoms of the 

holy Martyrs, and whatever elſe has been done 

worthy of commendation or blame, to the 

Reign of Theodoſius , and ſomewhat far- 

ther : this, I ſay, is the judgment of Ena- 

grius Scholaſticus , a wiry famous Hiſtorian 

of thoſe times, and the firſt Orthodox Church 

Hiſtorian that wrote , if we 

+ Spondanus ad An- will believe Baronius, or at 

num. 565. Wim Jet Cl Jeſt his + Epitomizer. 

ſaubon repreſents as not 0- : . 

vermuch averſe from fabu- And here Ewuagrius him- 

lu Legends. Exercit. 13, felf follows the Writers of 

An. 31. Bt. 58. the Tripertite Hiſtory , and 

begins his Story where So- 

crater and Theodoret end theirs; that is , 

from the calling of the Council at Ephe- 

ſus by the authority of Theodoſius the 

younger, about the year of Chrilt 

Euagrius CCCCXXXKI, in which Neſtorius was con- 

demn'd; and he continues his Hiſtory to 

the XIl*h year of the Reign of /danritins, 

\_ which 
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which is the DXCVII. year of Chriſt, and 
he flouriſhed moſtly under this Emperour 
and his Succeſſour Tiberius the Second. 
This Hiſtory, of Exaorivs conſiſts of VI. 
Books; in the firſt of which he compre- 
hends the times of Theodoſous the younger ; 
in the IId. thoſe of Martian and Leo the 
Thracian, as he is commonly call'd; in the 
IlId thoſe of Zeno and Anaſtaſius; in the 
IVth thoſe of Zuſtin and Fuſtinian,; in the 
Vth thoſe of Fuſtin the Second, and Tibe- 
rius the Second; in the VIth he goes on 
to the XLlIth year of Mauritius, who was 
Son-in-Law to Tiberius the Second, andis 
by ſome call'd the Cappadocian. And this 
was the year of Chriſt 597, as I have ſaid 
above. And with the ſame times that 
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Emagrius hath thus written , concur the 7he civil 
Hiſtories of Procopius, Agathias and Fornan- Hiſtories of 
des , of the affairs of the Goths; and the !h4t 4ze- 


Miſcellane Hiſtory of Diaconus, from the 
XlIth to the XVIIIth Book ; and to con- 
clude, a great part of C. Sigonius bis Hiſ> 
tory of the Weſtern Empire, which I thought 
fit to tell the Reader here, that he might 
know where to find an enlargement of 
the Hiſtories of thoſe times. 


TheophilaRus Simocatus was famous about Theophi- 


the year of Chriſt DCXII. and is a delicate 
Writer amongſt thoſe of the latter Greek 
Hiſtorians : he wrote VIII. Fooks of the 
Actions of Mauritius, which the Reader 
is to begin when he has read Enaorins. 
Nor. is it poſſible he ſhould repent of this 

S ſmall 


lacus St- 
MOCArus. 
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ſmall Labour , becauſe he brings the Hiſ- 
tory to the year of Chriſt DCI. to the ve- 
y Morther of Maxritixs ;, and that not 
perfunQorily , but accurately and elabo- 
rately , ſo that others have deduced their 
borrowed ſtreams from him , as from a 
River, as Pontanus the Jeſuite ſaith. His 
temoer is ſofr, and exceeding honeſt, and 
his Writings diſcover and reſtific.a lcarn- 
ing above the ordinary pitch, 

And now if the Reader pleaſe, let us 
take a ſtand a while, and look back , and 
ſee how much of our deſigned Journey is 
expedited, and let us conſider how, and 
by what means we are arrived at the end 
of the Victh Century after Chriſt. Euſe- 
bius comprehends, in his Hiſtory. ſome- 
what above CCC. years, Socrates, Theodo- 
ret and Soxzomen have added to this CXL. 
years more ; and then the Riſtory is brought 
down about CXL. years farther by Euagri- 
ws : and Simocatus makes up the reſt of 
the time ( as is faid above) to the Six 
hundred and firſt year after Chriſt : in 
which year Maxritins the Emperour, with 
his Wife and Children, was Murthered by 
Phocas, who ſucceeded him in the Em- 
pire, 
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| ADDITION. 


Al thefe Church Hiſtorians were a few 
years lince put out in Greek, and Latin by 
Valeſfins a Frenchman ;, with excellent Notes, 
and a new Verſion of his own, in three 
Volumes in Folid; which were ſoon after 
tranſlated into Ergliſb, and put out in one 
Folio. And they are very exactly tranſla- 
ted, and indeed ſomewhat the leſs delight- 
full to the Reader, for being ſo nicely 
true and curious. 
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"") SE C T. XXXVI. 


"Mt In the VII Century, and two or three which 
follow it, thoſe Writers of Church Hiſtory, 
who could treat it as it deſerved, were very 
rare. The Legends of the Saints. Oce- 
ans of Miracles and Wonders. The times 
of Rotomantados and Ignorance. 


[|] He - Authours above recited have 
the brought us to the VIIth Century, 
44 which, if any Man ſearch diligently, with 
4 two or three which follow it, | believe he 
will hardly find any one Authour who has | 
| handled the Hiſtory of the Carholick,” burch, 
#4% according to its dignity. There were in- 
: deed in thoſe ages ſome, who wrote the 
Lives and Legends of ſome of the Saints, 
and the ACts and Paſſions of the Martyrs ; 
but then they ſwarm with fables, and ob- 
| trude upon credulous and ſuperſtitious 
NY | Men whole bed-rolls of Miracles. And as 
Mi Bellarmine himſelf ſaith of Simeon Meta- 
phraſtes ( who flouriſhed Anno 859. ) they 
add many things of their own invention, 
Lib. de Ec- and write them not as they were, but as they 
i: cleſ. Script. might have been done, in the times of Da- 
Tf þ. 850. maſcen, and German the Conſtantinopolitan 
dj! amongſt the Greeks ( ſaith our Reverend 
ty Biſhop ) and in the times of George the. 
'* Dialogiſt, and the other George of Tours, 
| and in the times of our venerable Bede 
| the Ocean of Miracles and Wonders burſ 
in 
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in upon the Church, and overflowed it, 
which were then ſent out of all and eve- 
ry. Cloiſter , Hoſpital , Church-yard, Xe- 


26r 


nodoch, or Hoſpital for Travellers and - 


Strangers, and out of every Thole, Cave 
and "pelo. | 

And almoſt the ſame thing is faid by the 
famous Caſaubon;, In the Hiſtorical Monu- 
ments (ſaith he) of thoſe Ages, the Accounts 
of the Miracles wrought by the Saints . or 
their Images or Relicks filled the whole Book, 


| &e. Upon which account a Learned Man 


ſaid, He doubred whether thoſe Apes 
were to be call'd , Kai's Trewnaogins, i ay 
police; Times of Rotomantados , or Wonder- 
making , or of Ignorance. And he will not 
ſeem ( to me) to err much, who ſhall af- 


' firm both things of theſe times; eſpecial- 


ly if he has reſpe& to the Weſtern Em- 
pire, and the Latin Church and Writers 
under that Empire. For afcer theſe hor- 
rible inundations of the Barbarous Nati- 
ons, the Roman Empire falling into ru- 
jne, together with it all rhe Knowledge 
of good Learning fell alſo; and an ama- 
zing Barbarity and Ignorance poured in 
upon the Weſtern parts, and all the cul- 
tivation of Arts _ Wirs withered away, 
as if they had been ſtrucken with a Pe- 
ſtilential vapour; and lay both negleted 
and deſpiſed , inſomnch , that as to Learn- 
ing ( they are the words of the Learned 


In Proleg. 


ad Exerci- 


tat. 


Biſhop of Chicheſter ) after Iſodorus Hil t Pref. ad 
palenlis ( who died in the year of our Lord App. n. 38. 
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636, or thereabouts) to Venerable Bede onr 
Countreyman ( who lived about the year 731,) 
thoſe who were but moderately verſed in the 
more Polite Literature, were ſcarce ſo ma- 

in number as the Gates of Thebes , or 
the Mouthes of the Nile. And I will add 
thoſe that followed in the two next Cen- 
turies amongſt the Latins, were not much 
more numerous : But you will ſay per- 
haps then, Greece will yet afford us ſome. 
And therefore let us now proceed and 
take a view of them. 


d 
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SE C T. XXXVIL 


Nicephorus of Conſtantinople may follow 
Simocatus. Nicephorus Calliſtus full of 
Errours. Georgius Cedrenus; and the 
Cenſures of Scaliger and Voſlius on him. 


By therefore Nicephorw Patriarch of Nicepho- 
Conſtantinople follow Simocatus ;, he rus Con- 
lived in the times of Copronymw, about the ſtanrinopo- 
year of Chriſt DOCL. and wrote a Brevia- 23% 
ry, or ſhort Hiſtory of Afﬀairs, from the 
Mucrther of Mauritius ( where Simocatw yoff. de 
ended) to the year of Chriſt DCCLXIX. Hift. Gre. 
which Authour was firſt publiſhed , toge- 1+ #- & 24+ 
ther with a Latin Tranſlation, by that fa- 
mons Man, Dionyſins Petavim. There 1s 
indeed another Nrcepborw, known by the Nicepho- 
Strname of Calliſtzs, who lived long after rus Calli- 
the former, for he was born MCCC. years 
after Chriſt, and flouriſhed under Androni- 
cus the Greater, and Andronicw the Leſſer 
his Nephew. This latter Nicepborus be- 
gins his Hiſtory with the beginning of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and continues .it to 
the death of Phecas, who ſucceeded Man- 
ritive, that is, to the year of Chriſt DCXXV. 
But all the peculiar errours of the Greeks are 
to be found in this Anthour ( as Bellarmine De ferige, 
ſaith) eſpecially ſuch as are Hiſtorical. And Ec*le\- 
the Reverend Biſhop of Chicheſter num- Pref. - 
bers him amongſt thoſe Authours , who , appar, a 
out of fooliſh ſuperſittion , were extremely 38. 
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Cedrenus. 


* Scaliger 
and Voſl- 
us. 
Georgius 
Syncellus, 
Theopha- 
ns. 
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prone to believe, and put ont, or rather ob- | 


trude upon the World prodigious and nauſeous 
Fables. 

Georgius Cedrenus the Monk was a little 
more ancient than Calliſtzs; he wrote a 
Compendium of, Hiſtories, from the begin- 
ning of the World to Tſacins Comnenus, 
that 1s, to the year of Chriſt, MLVII. in 
which times he ſeems to have flouriſhed. 
But then neither is this Authour ſaid to be 
of any great credit. It is apparent by 
theſe words of his, what the great Scals- 
ger thought of him ; The wholc Work of Ce- 
drenus ( faith he) & 4 heap of Chaff, or a 
Colleftion made up of many Pieces, ſome baſe , 
ſome noble, ſome good, ſome bad, ſome intire , 
ſome torn. The Judgment of the Learned 
Voſſius concerning him, is a little more fa- 
vourable ; for thus he repreſents hin ; 
He us a little more diligent than Zonaras in 
the Bizantine affairs : but then in thoſe 
things which fell before the diviſion of the 


"Empire, be # leſ; exatt than Zonaras; Nor 


i his ſtyle equal to bis, or that of Nicetas , 
or Gregoras, or many others 1, and yet in 
this Rhapſody, I had almoſt called it a Chaff 
heap, it ts poſſible to find ſome noble pieces - 
And to conclude, they both * tell us, that 
he tranſcrib*d, to a word, Georgius Syn- 
cellus, and Theophanes, who continued him : 
and Geſner tells us the whole Hiſtory of 
Cedrenus , from the death of Nicephorus 
the Emperour, commonly call'd Botonias , 
tothe Reign of Iſaac Comnenus ( a yo 

ew 
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few things excepted ) is extarit under the 
name of Johannes Curopalata, which is alſo 
confirm'd by the moſt Learned Caſaubor ;, 
ſo that one of them muſt of neceſſity ſteal 
out. of the other. 


S E C T. XXXVIIL 


The Third Tome of Zonaras commended to 
the Reader ; And at the year 1118. An- 
na Comnena her Alexiades. The high 
Cammendations of that Lady. 


| re Zonaras flouriſhed above Fifty 
years after Cedrenus, about the year of 
Chriſt, MCXX. he ( as is obſerved above, 
amongſt the Civil Hiſtorians ) wrote an 
Univerſal Hiſtory , which he divided into 
three Tomes ; the laſt of whichis thought 
fit in this place to be recommended to 
the Reader. For, in this, he laboured to 
deſcribe more exa&tly whatever had 'been 
done in the Eaft, from Conſtantine the 
Great, and his Succeſſours, to the times 
of this Authour; that having been till 
then attempted by few men. A very lear- 
ned Man 'obſerves, that in both his two 
firſt" Tomes, there are many things not 
mention'd by any other Authour ; but 
that in his third Tome, for the moſt 
part he gives account of thoſe Bizantine 
affairs which are not mentioned by any 
other Hiſtorian beſides himſelf ; and were 
it 
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Curopala- 


Zonaras, 
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it not for him, we ſhould have been jgno- 
rant of a great part of the Actions of the 
latter Emperours of the Eaſt. Beſides , 
he interwove the Hiſtory of the Church 
of Conſt antizople, and of the Controverſies 
in Religion that were moved in the Ex- 


ftern Church , and continued it down to 


Ann. Chri- the death of Alexius Comnenns, an Empe- 
J# 1118: rour who Reigned in his own times. But 


that js much to be obſerved, which is re- 
marked by the Learned Yoſi«3, that in the 


affairs of his own times he is very care- 


teſs, and contracts the Life of Alexius 
Comnenes into a very narrow compaſs. 


AnzaCom- Bat then Anna Comnena, the Daughter of 


this Emperour, ſupplied this defet, who 
wrote feveral Books on the Life of her 
Father , and cali'd them by the name of 
HAlexiades's. Zonaras in his third Tome, 


near the end, doth much commend the 


erudition of. this Lady ; where he ſpeaks of 


the Learning and Power of Bryennins Ce- 


ſar her husband, in theſe words. And he 
alſo was given much to ſtudy, and his Lady 


did not take leſs, but rather more pains in ,. 


Learning , ſpeaking the Attick Dialet} per- 
feiily ;, and having a very ſharp wit for the 
Contemplation of the moſ> abſiruſe things. 
Nor doth the Hiſtorian ſtop here , but 


. goes on and. ſhews, how ſhe became ſo ye- 


ry Learned, #Having ( ſaith he ) by the 
benignity of Nature, . Hy great fagulties, 


and improvy'd them wuth induſtry ;, ſhe [pent 
much time in reading, and 7 , 


8 conver ſation 


of 
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of Learned Men, which ſhe heard diligently. 


But many have a great ſuſpicion , that 
this Royal and Learned Lady , out of her 
great Love for her Farther, 1s a little too 
partial in this her Hiſtory. 


SE CT. XXXIX. 


Nicetas Acomiatus follows immediately after 
Zonaras; after Nicetas, Gregoras. Lip- 
fius h*s Judgment of both theſe Writers, 


Re en 


The fidelity of Gregoras calPd in queſtion. . 


Johannes Cantacuzenus #s in this place 
commended to the Reader by the Learned 
Voſlius z after the former follows Laonicus 
Calcochondylas. 


Fter Zonaras,, Nicetas Acomiatus, 
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or Nicetas 


Chomates immediately follows in Or- chgniares. 


der, and ſubjoins his Hiſtory. For where 
Zonaras ends , there Nicetras begins, and 
proſecutes the Story ſomewhat largely and 
freely for LXXXV. years, to the taking 
of Conſtantinople by Baldwin the Flandrian , 
and the year of Chriſt 1203. He was 
born at Chonys, a Town of Phrygia, from 
whence he tpok his Sir-natne. 

The Chrpnicle of Gregoras Logothetes 
may here alſo have its place; he has the 


of the eyenrs that followed for almoſt LX. 
years, that is, from Baldwin the Flandrian, 
to Baldwin the laſt Emperour. Both Zo- 


Gregoras. 
Hiſtory of/the taking of Conftantinople, and ' 
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naras and Choniates had great employments 
in the Conſtantinopolitan Empire ; which 
made them the fitter to write their Hiſtoy 

les; the firſt was the great 


(a) Szgnifies according to (a) Drungar,, ;and prime Se- 
ſome , the Captain of the cretary : and the Latter was 
Watch ;, according to others, 
the Colonel of the Millena- 


the great (b) Logothetes, and 


ry Regiment. Lord Chamberlain of the 
(b) Logotheres ſignifies Sacred (or Preſence) Cham- 
Lord Chancellour, ber. After, Nicetas follows 


alſo Nicephorus Greooras, who 
wrote an Hiſtory of CXLV. years, to wit, 
from Theodorus Laſcares the Firlt, to his 
own times, or to the death of Ardroni- 
cus Paleologus the latter, which falls in the 
year of Chriſt 1341. We muſt confeſs, 
theſe two laſt did not make it ſo much 
their buſineſs to deſcribe the Hiſtory of 
the Church, as.that of the Empire, or Cl- 
vil State : yet becauſe they. ſometimes in- 
rermix things belonging to. the Church, 
briefly, as occaſion ſerves, and are there- 


tore reckon'd by others among(t the Ec- . 


cleſiaſtical Writers ;, and alſo: becauſe Cho- 
2iates connetts his Narrative to the Hi- 
ſtory of Zonara: ;, and Nicephorus makes it 
his buſineſs to ſupply, or fi11 up what C bo- 
niates had omitted, as if he, had deſigned 
to perfe&t the body of the Hiſtory, there- 
fore I could not omit them; and that the 
rather, becauſe amongſt the latter Greeky,, 
there are no Authours of better note than 
theſe : for the inforcing which-laſt reaſon 
:2 the Lovers of Hiſtory, and that we =_ 
wil 
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with the greater facility induce them to 
the Reading of theſe Authours, I will here 
Paint out the: judgment of Fuſtus Lipſtus 


upon them. 7 confeſs ( faith he ) that n Nor. ad 
Nicetas 1s not yet publickly and commonly Polit. 1. 6. 


much taken notice of : but he 1s worthy to be 5 
more known ;, being of a pure and right judg- 
ment, if there were any ſuch in that Age , bis 
ſtyle us laboured, and taſtes of Homer and the 
Poets very often: but then the ſubjett and re- 
lation it ſelf 1s diſt int, clear, without vanity 
or trifles, as ſhort as ts fit, and faithfull : there 
is in him frequent and ſeaſonible reflexions 
or advices : bu Fudgments of things are not 
onely free, but ſound. In ſhort I wiſh all 
Stateſmen would reade him, and thex I ſhall 
not queſtion but ſome of them will pay me 
their thanks for this judoament of him, at 
leaſt I am ſure they will owe me thanks. Thus 
much of Chontates : and of Gregoras he 


gives this judgment; Niccphorus GregO- Nicep 
Tas rakes up the Hiſtory where Nicetas endsru: Grego- 


*t, and brings down the thread of bis Narra- 
tive, bnt he doth not deſerve the ſame com- 
mendations ;, for though he wrote the Hiſto- 
ry of affairs , from the taking of the Cuty of 
Conſtantinople, to the death of Palzologus 
the latter , yet he did it not mth the ſame 
correttneſs or induſtry ;, and has more of the 
faults of his Age than the former ;, he ts re- 
dundant and wandering , and inaecently, and 
ſometimes imprudently mixeth his own _ on- 
ceits and Harangues. Tet his Fudgments are 
thick, ſown, and for the moſt part right : the 
cauſes 
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cauſes of events are Curiouſly inquired into , 
and repreſented; Piety is inculcated, and ma- 
ny things are ſeaſonably aſſigned, and turn'd 
over to the firſt cauſe, that is to God. In 
truth, no Writer has more aſſerted PROVI- 
DENCE and FATE. He 1s to be read 
for this cauſe, and alſo for another ;, that is, 
that the greateſt part of bis Hiſtory repre- 
ſents a ftate of affairs, not mach unlike our 
own times ;, for you will find in bim Conten- 
tions and Quarrels concerning Religion , not 
much unlike thoſe in our days. Thus far 
goes 7uftus Lipfins in his Accounts of this 
Authour. Burt then there are ſome Men of 
great $kill in Hiſtory, who have ſome ſcru- 
voſ. lib. 2, Pls concerning the fidelity of this Nice- 
de Hiſt. phorus , eſpecially in the affairs of Andro- 
Gre. c. 28. nicus Paleologus, where he ends as I have 
ſaid above. 
And therefore if the Reader pleaſe, he 
Jo. Canta- may there take in Johannes Cantacuzenus y 
cuzenus- who of an Emperour, became a Monk, and 
wrote an excellent Hiſtory under the Ti- 
tle of Chriſtodulus , of the Reigns of Am- 
aronicus the younger, and his own. 
Voſl. de The Learned Yoſſius commends this 
_ Hiſt. Gr&. Hiſtory, on many accounts, to thoſe that 
lib. 2.6 are converſant in the ſtudy of Hiſtory. 


* 7 ſuppoſe T his Hiſtory ( faith he) eugbt to be the more 


Magnus eſteemed ,, becauſe it was written by a Per- 
Domefti- ſox who had not always led an obſcure private 
—— life ; but who was firſt a * great Officer in 
parts. of the Family and Court of Andronicus Funtor ; 
the Houſ- and after his death had the tutelage of bus 
bold. Children, 
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Children ;, and afterwards ( the Senate deſs- 
ring , and the affairs of the Empire requi- 
rmg it ) he was elefled Emperour, and beha- 
ved himſe'f prudently and valiantly in that 
Royal ftation. To this may be adted , that 
he did not write of things which were ſcarce 
known to him, but of ſuch tranſattions as he 
was preſent at , and bad the chief condutt of : 
and, in truth, I think there is hardly any one 
amonoſt the Modern Greeks, who ought to be 
preferr'd before him. This Royal Hiſtori- 
an flouriſhed about the year of Chriſt 
1350. this Hiſtory conſiſts of VI. Books ( as 
Voſſins there ſaith ) whereof the two firſt 
treat of the Reign of Andronicus ; the re- 
maining IV, of his own Reign, and what he 
did after the death of Andronicus. He was 
made a Monk in the year of Chrift 1360. 
when he took_ the Name of Jolaaphus. Thus 
far the Learned Yoſſns. 

And that our Hiſtorian may not here be 
at a loſs, or interrupt the thread of his 
Reading, Till he have ſeen the laſt peri- 
od of the Eaſtern Empire, And the deplo- 
red ſtate of the Church there ( upon that 
revolution ; ) he may be pleaſed to ſub- 


join to the former the Hiſtory of Laoni- Laonicus 
cus Chalsocondylas the Arbenian. For he Chaicocote 
will diligently ſhew what followed , and 9! 


how at laſt that Auguſt, or Royal City , 
which was not co-tent to be the ſecond 
City of the World, but greatly emulated 
Rome, the Sovereign of the Earth, fell in- 
to the Power of that Potent Tyrant the 
Turk 
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Turk, the bitter Enemy of our Faith, and 
of the moſt Sacred Croſs. And he doth 
alſo moſt excellently deſcribe the Riſe, 
Encreaſe and Progret of this Tyrant and 
his Nation. He begins his Hiſtory from 
Ottoman, the Son of Orthogulis, who began 
to Reign about the year of Chriſt MCCC. 
which he has compos'd in X. Books; and 
in it he has compriſed the Story of the 
Eaſtern Church and Empire. And he con- 
tinues It not onely to the year MCCCCLIIL. 
in which Conſtantinople was taken by Ma- 


De Hiſt. homet , but alſo as Voſlius aſſures us, to the 
| Grecks, lib. oy 1463. in which this Mahomet the Id. 
2 ©+ 3% floutly defended himſelf againſt Matthias 


King of Hungary, and the Venetians, who 
snvaded his Kingdom, And Voſlius ſaith al- 
ſo, Blaſius Vigenerius of Bourbon put ont 
this Hiſtory in French with Notes, which was 
Printed at Paris in the year 1620. 
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SECT. XL 


Blondus Forolivienſis may ſupply the want of 
the Greek Writers, as to the Charch Hiſts- 
ry, with ſome others. Sigebertus Gem- 
blacenſis. The opinion of Cardinal Bellar- 
mine concerning him. Robertus the Ab- 
bat continues Sigebert to the year 1210. 
The Hirihavan Chronicle to the year 1370. 
and the Additions to that Chronicle to the 
laſt Centary. The Coſmodromus of Go- 
belinus Perſon, where to be Read, its com- 
mendation. In the ſtead of it may be read 
Albertus Crantzius his AMetropolss ; into 
which many things are tranſcribed out of 
the Coſmodromus ; and the Hiſtory 
brought down from the times of Charles 
the Great, to the year 1504. Nauclerus 
alſo may ſupply this defet. And that 
the Reader may avoid Repetitions , he may 
begin with the middle generations of the 
Second Tome. Johannes Sleidanus wrore 
Eccleſiaſtical Commentaries, from the year 
1517. to the year 1556. which are Conti- 
nued to the year 1609.. by Caſpar Lun- 
derp. 0" 


= Authours 1 have given account of 
in the three laſt Sections, have writ- 
ten altogether of the Eaſtern affairs, and 
do ſcarcely at all touch the ſtate of the gj,,qus; 
Weſtern Church, This defeft tnay be ſup- forolivien« 
plied out of Blondus Forotvienſis, who _ ſis. 
5 I erve 
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ſerve in ſtead of many; who has ( as is a- 
bove obſerved ) comprehended in his De- 
cads an intire and continued ſeries of af- 
fairs, from the declenſion of the Empire, 
and the year of Chriſt CCCCVII. to the 
ear MCCCC. and what he wants, the fol- 
owing Authours will make good. 
Sigeberrus And in the fiſt place I ſhall begin with 
Gembla- Stpebert, a Monk of Gemblours, a celebrated 
cenfi Abbey in Frabant, who was famous about 
the year of Chriſt MXCIV. he begins his 
* Bucholer. Chronicle in the year * CCCLXXXIL. (that 
Ad. An. is a little before the end 'of the Tripar- 
379+ tite Hiſtory, and continues it to the year 
t I M. C. —_ + Bellarmine accufeth him of 
pror709% hearing 1l|-will to || Gregory the VII, 
_— _ Pope of Rome, out I a xk afteAtion to 
f| Commonly Henry the IVth, Emperour of Germany : 
calfd Hil- and perhaps he mighr favour the Empe- 
debrand. rour; the Cardinal goes higher, and re- 
proacheth- him for Lying, 1n his account 
of the death of that Pope ; but how true- 
ly, let the Cardinal Anſwer for himſelf. 
Robertus Robertus Abbat of Mons, continued S:- 
de monte pebertus his Chronicle to-the year MCCX. 
Chronicon and the Hirſhavan Chronicte of Trichemi- 
Hirſhaven- ,,, to the ycar MCCCLXX. and to con- 
clude the Paraleipomena, or Additions of 
Abbas Ur- the Abbat of Urſperg, brought down this 
ſpergenſis. Story to our Age almoſt. 

Or if theſe do not pleaſe the Reader, 
we can furniſh him with other which de- 
ſerve as well to be read as theſe. And 
the ficlt in this ſee ſhall be Gobelinus Perſon, 

an 
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an Authonr nor to be deſpiſed in the opi- 
nion of Learned Men, who wrote an Uni- 
verſa IChronicle, which he call*d the Coſ- 
modromnr '- ih which he has given an ac- 
count *both of the Civil and Sacred, or 
Church'Hiftory, from the Creation of the 
World to the year of Chriſt 1418. in which 


time Sigiſmund the Son of Charles the IV ajyin. 4p. 
was Emperour. He divided his whole Sax. p.246, 


Work info fix Ages, and it appears im eve- 
ry one of chem, that ( according to the 
capacity of the times in which he liv'd ) 
he was a perſon of no vulgar, either lear- 
ning or diligence, and ſtady in the ſearch- 
ing ont of what pettains to Hiſfory. But 
if the Reader be not willing to give him- 
ſelf the rroudle of a repetirion , of whar 
paſſed before rhe Birth of Chriſt; when 
he comes to this Authour , he may begin 
with the VI Age, which rakes its Riſe ar 
the Nativity of our Lord. 


And if he'is not at all pleaſed with this Albertus 
Authour, he may then paſs on to Alber- Crantzius: 


tw Crantzirs, who wrote an Hiſtory, which 
he ſtiles the Merropolis, or an Ecctefialtical 
Hiſtory of the Churches builr or reſtor*d 
in the times of Charles the Great. In the 
Writing of which Hiſtory he made prear 
uſe of Gobelints his Coſmodromus, and tran- 
{cribd ſometime intire Pages out of it in- 
to his own work, which was afcerwards 
done by many others, as the Learned 
Voſſim bears witneſs. Crantzins begins at 
þ oy the 
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the times of Charles the Great, and goes 
on to the year MDIV. 
Jo.Naucle- Fohannes Nauclerus alſo, a Noble 
ras. Schwaben, wrote a Chronicle in two Tomes, 
from the beginning of the World, to the 
year MD. the firſt Volume contains LXIII. 
Generations, that is, all the Generations 
of the Old Teſtament ;, the ſecond Volume, 
with the Appendixes, comprehends, in L1I. 
Generations, all thoſe of the New Teſta- 
ment. And before this Work was pub- 
liſhed, Philip Melantthon, partly by new 
Methodizing, and partly by encreaſing and 
changing it, made it much the more deſi- 
red, and the more uſefull and delightfull al- 
ſo when it came out. And here too, the 
Reader may begin with the ſecond Vo- 
lume, or from the Middle Generations of 
the ſecond Volume, if he be deſirous to a- 
void the repetition of thoſe things which 
he had before read in other Authours. 
Jo. Sleida- Fohannes Sleidanus allo, in the memory 
Dus. of our Fathers, wrote Commentaries con- 
cerning the. ſtate of Religion, from the 


year MDX VII. to the year MDLVI. (where- 


in is the Hiſtoryof the Riſe of the Reforma- 

tion throughout all Chriſtendom ) which is 
Caſpar Continued in II. Volumes by Caſpar Lun- 
Luedorp. dorpins, tothe year MDCIX. 


SECT. 


p_ 


Ve 


Of Reading Church Fiſtories. 
SE C T. XLI. 


Venerable Bede and Uſuardus are by no means 
to be negletted, nor the Writers of the Lives 
of the Popes of Rome, as Anaſtaſius Bi. 
bliothecarius, 47d Bartholomzus Plati- 
na their great Elogies ;, Onuphrius cor- 
retted and continued Platina to the year 
I566. Sigonius imterwove the affairs of 
the Church with his Civil Hiſtories , and 
ſo deſerves to be efteemd a Church Hiſto- 
rian: the Elogies of Sigonius and Onu- 
phrius. 


Eſides theſe, there are extant not a 
few other Hiſtorians; which are not 
leſs to be valued than thoſe we have men- 
tion'd. Amongſt which, in the firſt place, 


I reckon Venerable Bede our Countrey- Bede, 


man, who wrote Annals from the begin- 
ning of the World to the Reign of Leg 
Iconomachus , in whoſe times he flouriſhed, 
Anno 730. when this diligent and pious 
Writer comes near his times, he gives 2 
larger account of affairs than in the for- 
mer Ages. 


Uſuardus, a Monk of Fuld in Germany, Utuardys 
but a Frenchman by birth, and the Scholar Fuldenfts, 


of Allwiz our Countreyman, by the com- 
mand of Charles the Great, put out a Mar- 
tyrolozie, in which he deſcribed the Lives 
of the Conf:fſours, and other Saints, in few 


words: and this is xow extant to the wo. 
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Bcllar. de ſmall advantage of Church Hiſtory, that I 
ſcript. Ec- may uſe the words of a very Learned Man. 


clef. Anno 
812. 


Anaſtaſius 
Bibliorhe- 


C4arius. 


' 867. 


| think thoſe who have written the Lives 
of the Popes of Rome, arc to be prized e- 
qually with the beſt Writers of the Hiſto- 
ry of the Weſtern Church, or rather before 
them ; eſpecially Anaftaſins Bibliothecarins 
and Bapriſta, or Bartholomens Platina. In 
the firſt of theſe we have the Lives of One 
hundred and nine Popes of Rome, deſcri- 


* bed ſincerely and faithfully, without any 


varniſh of deceitful! Oratory ; ( as a Lear- 
ned Man of Merz expreſieth it ) which 
is all the Popes, from St. Perer the Apo- 
itle, to almoſt the year of our Lord 
DCCCLXK. that is, from St. Peter to 
Nicholas the firſt, who died in the year 
We have a noble commendation of 
this Writer in the Great Annaliſt Baroni- 
«s ;, for thus he ſpeaks of him. Anaſtaſi- 


Tome 9. ad us Biblioth, thouoh in a rude flyle, yet with 


Annum 


752, 
199+ 


Platina, 


great fidelity deſcribed the Hiſtory of Aﬀ- 
fairs; yea, we have not one Writer who bat 
more faithfully, or better given a relation of 
the affairs of his own times, for he had a 
greater eſteem for Truth with ſimplicity, than 
for Lies well painted. And the great Hif- 
torian Carolus Sigonius thus commends him. 
This Writer (faith he) ought to be much va- 
lued by us, becauſe he has thoſe things which 
are not tobe found elſewhere, either in better 
or worſe Writers. 

Bartholomeus Platina (for that Chriſtian 
Name is given him by Yelarerranus, = 
: ene 
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the moſt Learned Yoſſins has proved by ve- 
ry good Arguments, that it is his true 
Name , though he is by moſt other Wri- 
ters call'd Baptiſta) Wrote the Lives of Tere x a 
the Popes to Paul the 11d, bringing to nw Verſi- 
light, with an ingenuous labour , and an 2? # En 
uncorrupted veracity, the aCtions of thoſe rar yi 
Papal Princes, as Paulus Fovins writes Of the i refs, 
him, with whom the judgment of / olater- with a con- 
ranus Concerning him exactly dgrees; for "ation 9 
he athrms , that he was 4 grave Man, who pla 
hated lying , and which is worthy of much £.1,,, 16, 
wonder, that having ſpent his youth in Arms, Vir. Ithſt, 
be began to ſtudy in his old age : He lived in Volat.1-21. 
the times of Pope Sixtus the IV, to whom#: 24% 
he dedicated his Work , and by whom he 
was made Keeper of the Vatican Library. 

Onuplrius Panvinius wrote Notes upon onuphrius. 
the foregoing Authour, which in the opi- 
nion of Zellarmine, are not to be deſpiſed. 
And by the Addition of the Lives of XIV. 
Popes, brought down the Story to Pope 
Pius the V*h, and to the year MDLXVI. 
in deſcribing of which Lives, Onuphrius , 
beſides the Publick Annals, and the Dia- q0quch. is 
ries and Acts of the Conſiſtory chiefly made —_ ad 
uſe of Raphael Yolaterranus , and Panlus Fo- Lettorems 
vius, tranſcribing ſome things from the 
latter, but with great brevity. 

And to conclude (as we obſerved, ſpeak- 
ing above of the Civil Hiſtorians) the Lear- 
ned S:gonius hath , with a ſingular care, $jo0niu 
collected what his induſtry —_ poſlibly —_ 
,diſcoyer, of the affairs of the Weſtern Em- 


T 4 pire, 


>_>: 
”_ ————— IRR _ _ 


y REG) 
re AO 
o—_ _ -4 wh 4 _ 
- ” 


> a ts 
ro athingt tre + Mount bregeer 
wh bog 


— 


o- te than ny iis 
- ——_— —_ 


wo me WI 

. V I" on 

_—— - i gan 
_—_ 


RJ) 
$63 +0 regs” ap q__— _— ” 
d - d - >a p__ 
w > = 
« _ _ _—_— _ _ 
. 


Blond Ss» 


The Order and Method 


pire, which did any way concern the Church, 
as well as the Civil State; and hath recom- 
mended them to poſterity in an elegant 
ſtyle, as truely as he could, conſidering the 
obſcurity of the things, the diſagreement 
of Writers, and the great remoteneſs of 
thoſe times; he begins with Dzocleſian, and 
Maximianys the Emperours, in the year of 
Chriſt CCLXXXI. and he ends with the 
death of Fuſtinian, Anno Chriſts DLXV. and 
here alſo the ſame Authours Hiſtories of 
Bononia, and that of the Kingdom of Jraly, 
may be taken in too. 

The ſame thing that is thus done hy 
S:gonius, 1s alſo perform'd by Flavius Blon- 
dus Forolivienſis, who begins his Hiſtory a 
little lower, at the year of Chriſt CCCCVII. 
but continues It farther than S:gonixe has 
brought his,to wit, to the year MCCCCKAL. 
but then he has not employed the ſame 
Accuracy, or Elegance with the former; 


«For Blondws his ſtyle is not very excellent 


Þ1b. 3. de 
Hift. Lat.p. 
531 


( as is acknowledged by Yolaterranw ) and 
in ancient affairs he ſometimes miſtakes; 
yet conſidering the times in which he li- 
ved, he has done very well ; which, as the 
Learned Yoſius tells us, was about the year 
of Chriſt 1440. and that he was Secretary 
to Pope Exgenivs the IV*®, and to ſeveral 
other Popes. 
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SE CT. XLII. 


The Magdeburgian Centuriators put out 4 
moſt excellent Work, of this nature. The 
Tudgment of the Reverend Biſhop of Chi- 
cheſter upon it. What is contain'd in that 

Work — of praiſe. The foundation of 

it well laid. From whence the Materials 

for the Strufture are fetched, An excuſe 
of the defetts. 


Ut now if our Reader of Hiſtories 7he Mag- 


thinks It too great a labour to read 4 bu 


tors, 


over ſolong a ſeries of Authours, and doth 
rather deſire to fix upon ſome one or two 
( wherein he may find, as it were all the 
reſt ) we have for him the Magdeburgian 
Centuries ;, Chiefly penn'd for this end, by 
ſeveral Learned Men, that they might lay 
before the eyes of Men, 1. What the 
Faith of the Church was in every age; 
2. What was the external form of Diſci- 
pline. 3. And what changes have ha 

pened in her; which they accordingly did 
perform very well , and put. out a work 
which deſerves great commendations, and 
is very uſefull to the Church, eſpecially 
in our times ( in which ſo many and great 
controverſies concerning both Faith and 
Diſcipline are moved. ) But then this 
work muſt be ſometimes cautiouſly and cir- 
cumſpectly read. Concerning which, may 
I haye your leave to repreſent the judg- 
| ment 
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ment of the Reverend Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
in his own words, by which you will under- 
ſtand, how the former Church Hiſtories are 
to be eſteem'd in compariſon of this; and 
what is moſt particularly to be obſerved in 
this work. For thus the moſt Learned Bi- 
ſhop diſcourſeth. After a ſort of Chronelo- 
gical T ables , and Delineations of the Ages 
mnich ſucceeded. after the Apoſtles , in which 
Were repreſented not the 7 owya , or the = FIT 
aov, the Body or whole ( of the Church Hi- 
ſtory ) but ſome Adumbrations of the Great 
Lines, or Figure of it, with a Lighter La- 
boxr, tbough not unprofitable : after ſame vin- 
rages of the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory , in which 
the bunches of Grapes had been gathered here 
and there, ' as occaſion ſerved by parts, at 
length a number of Men were found, who ſe- 
riouſly. undertook the buſineſs , and afforded 
us a plenty of Wine ;, to wit , thoſe who are 
calPd the Magdeburgian Centuriators ; who 
made a noble attempt, undertook, a difficult 
work, and an Herculean enterpriſe ; for they 
removing the Rubbiſh of Antiquity, which lay 
diſperſed here and there, and broken, diſſipa- 
ted and caſt down ; out of that confufe1 heap, 
built for the uſe of the Chriſtian World, a 
Certain curious Edifice, of a wonder full ad- 
vantage and uſe ; in which there are many 
things which thou canſt not but commend and 
admire , and not fewer which thow canft nat 
approve. The Reverend Prelate goes on in 
a more parricular enumeration, in acquaint- 
ing us with what he eſteemed worthy of 


praiſe 
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praiſe and approbatian : and I would glad- 
ly perſuade and admoniſh our Reader dili- 
gently to obſerve his words. Certainly 
( faith he ) their order or diſpoſition of things 
1s Magnificent, the ſeries and method Singu- 
lar ; > - diſpoſition of aff airs and times, which 
they obſerve and repreſent, through every 
Century, accurate ;, ſo that they have diſtintt- 
ly exhibited them ;, their ( "Ex2wms Fides ) 
Kepreſentation of the Faith ; and ( Tlzs&s » 
Diſcipline ) Prattice of the Diſcipline z 4s 
alſo of the Manners of Men, and of the pro- 
greſs and encreaſe of Vertue ;, the Peſts and 
Spots of the ſeveral Ages on the other ſide ; 
their Hereſies, Errours and Deviations from 
true and ſincere Piety;, their Schiſms and Fac- 
tions which ſprung out of ambition z and the 
Men who were fam'd in every Age for Eru- 
dition, and commended for Santlity ; theſe, 
I ſay, and the like Ornaments of the Centu- 
riators, which neither can, nor ou:ht to be de- 
nied , ſtrangely affeft our Minds, and caſt a 
pleaſant Light upon them ;, and commend not 
onely the things that are thus agreeably ſet 
forth; but alſo thiir TRUTH, which i the 
very Soul of Hiſtory ; and by inſinuating it , 
they do moſt charmingly allure the eyes and 
minds of their Readers to them. Now mhilſt 
they were building this Hiſtorical Palace for 
us, they laid this as the firſt foundation ;, EY 
vy KAAM'E, Order and Beauty : and upon 
this pretious Corner ſtone , cut out of the 
Mountain by God himſelf, Structorum Om- 
nium 'Ag;crmlo. moni, the infinitely moſt 
; artfull 
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artfull Builder, Hewen, ſquared or fauted , 
and placed or founded in the moſt holy Wri- 
tings of the four moſt facred Evangeliſt s, and 


adorn'd and poliſhed both by the Miniſtry of 


the Evangeliſts and the Apoſtles ;, which the 
Apoſtolical Epiſtles written to the Churches, 
and the Afts of thoſe things which were at 
firft done by the Church, have Propagated to 
Eternity. And after this lancbing out into 
4 vaſt and open Sea, theſe artificial Finders , 
and expedite Relators. repreſent and unfold, 
through all the ſeveral parts of that glorious 
work , 1. The external form of Diſcipline , 
2. The Rule and tenour of the Churches Faith : 
3. The various Mutations in point of Man- 
ners and Conv'rſation: 4. The Frauds and 
Impoſtures of Hereticks: 5. The Impienies 
and Oppoſitions , or Perſecutions of Adver- 
faries : 6. ind the Agonies and Generous 
Colluitations or Wreſtling of the tnvincible 
Souldiers and Leaders of Jeſus Chrilt (the 
noble Army of Martyrs; ) with a vaſt varie- 
ty and verity in many other things. 

The moſt Learned Prelate goes on far- 
ther, and ſhews us from whence theſe La- 
borious and Induſtrious Centariators col- 
leted and brought together ſo many and 
fuch uſefull things. © All theſe things 


4&paret. n. © Hacked together , they brought, as it 


29% 


&* were, into one common heap, from the 
* Apologetick Writings of the Fathers, 
* from their diſputations and interpreta- 
** tions; their commentaries and explicatt- 

ons 
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<« ons of thoſe things that were to be be- 
<* liev'd; From their Panegyrick Orations 
* and 'Homilies : and eſpecially from the 
* Acts of the Councils; and from their E- 
© piſtles which were written to divers Men, 
<« 2nd upon different occaſions: And in the 
©* laſt place, from thoſe ancient Hiſtories 
= which were left to us, and had. eſcaped 
* the common Ruine of former times ; be- 
*1ng yet extant, though not in any great 
© numbers, yet either intire, or reduced in- 
* to Epitomes; a rich, and as far as was 
*© poſlible ſplendid Colletion of Materi- 
& als. And now it ſomething be ſtill 
* wanting to the perfection of this great 
* work, which cher ought to have been 
<* added, or was deſign'd, but not effefted , 
© it may both in equity and good juſtice, 
«after the cuſtome of our Anceſtors, be 
© excuſed, not onely becauſe they were the 
< firſt who undertook this task, which was 
&« never attempted by any others : but alſo 
* becauſe they could never beſtow a ſecond 
&* care, Or a review upon it, that as Is uſy- 
*ally done in Correttions , what things 
« were at firſt leſs exaCtly, and leſs clear- 
© ly, either drawn or touched, might after- 
* wards be rendered more ſmooth and ac- 
© curate, by a greater diligence, and more 
©* exact Poliſhing. 
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SECT. XLIII. 


The moſt Learned and moſt Reverend Biſhop of 
Chicheſter reacheth ur, that the Centuria- 
tors were obmoxionus to errours, which is alſo 
confeſſed by Caſaybon ; and 'yer the ſaid 
Reverend Prelate ſhes , that this work 
of. ery great uſe. EE 


Heſe and many other things hath that 
Reverend Prelate | difcourfed con- 
cerning the Magdeburgians, by which the 
Reader may clearly percerve, what , and 
how much they have perform'd. Bar then 
it 1s no lefs his intereſt, to know their 
o0:3pam , their Errours, miſtakes, and vi- 
tious affeftions: Nor did this Learned Bi- 
ſhop pafs thoſe by untouch'd. No , * he 
clearly ſhews in what things they have 'er- 
red, and made themſelves liable to, and 
worthy of Reprehenſion ; as you may read 
in the Preface to his Apparatus, Numbers 


4. Pre- The 50, 51, 52 & 53. and the moſt Learned 
= ad ot Iſaxc Caſaubon acknowledgeth . that the 
ercitat-cont. things which are wanting in ſeveral Parts 


Baron. 


of that moſt excellent Work, are many in 
number. And yer in ruth ,” though the 
Centuriators have not a few things, which 
neither ought to be born, nor perhaps Ex- 
cuſed, yet nevertheleſs that learned Pre- 
late, in the very next Number (the 54") 
of his ſaid Preface, affirms, That we muſt 
needs confeſs that this Laborious Work, of _ 

en, 
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Men , has been very uſefull to the Chriſtian 
World. And that it us a Work worthy of all 
praiſe and commendation. Nor doth he pro- 
nounce his mind here raſhly ; but immedi- 
ately ſubjoins many reaſons, ſome of which 
1 willingly annex here in his own moſt ele- 
gant words. 

Becauſe ( ſaith he) this work repreſents 
the Effigies of the Ancient Chriſtian Church , 
expreſſeh her Manners, and declares her 


Faith : then it ſhews the Apoſtolical Succeſſi- | 


ons throughout the Church ;, and notes the pro- 
greſs and ſpreading of the Doftrine ;, and it 
obſerveth alſo the defetts, ſpots, and the mes: 
og2wores , ( that is) fools/b and falſe Refor- 
mations, brought in by Hereticks, and the ve- 
ry ſink, of Schbiſmaticks. Taeſe and many 
other ſuch like moſt uſefull things , which be- 
fore lay ſcattered up and down = and there, 
like the Ruines of 4. great building :, or the 
Limbs; of a torn Body , they recollefted and 
laid together, that they might be ſeen at once. 


Which labour . of theirs is both. worthy of 


praiſe and acceptance, and aſs attended with 
4 general utility and advantage. And ſot 
things, which before were to be ſought for in 
pr ang and 1 know not how muny wind- 
megs, and almoſt infinite Circuits, which lying 
arſperſed, torn and lacerated here and there, 
offered themſclyes now in one place, and then 
in another, as occaſion ſerved; and were tobe 
inquired after with great labour and pains, 
which was not . alwayes ſucceſsfull nevcher:; 
All theſe things (I lay ) being now diſpoſed 
snto 


Rainold. de 
1dol. Rom. 
L. I. Co 4* 
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into order , and put in certain and known 


places , and by the light of that method and 


diſpoſition , rendered more. commendable ; 
may now be found , by a mean induſtry, be- 
cauſe they do, as it were, preſent themſelves 
to the eyes of all Men, and without difficul- 
ty artend their ſervice, and wait upon their 
preſent occaſions. Thus far has he diſcour- 
ſed of the Centuriators, and their moſt fa- 
mous Work. 


SE C T. XIV. 


Baronius bis Annals equal to the Centuries. 
A ſtupendious Work. The judgment of 
Caſaubon upon it ;, and alſo that of the 
Reverend Biſhop of Chicheſter. Thoſe 
Annals to be read with great caution, and 
why. Spondanus the Feſuite the Epite- 
mizer of them. 


% 


He Great Annals of the Great Car- 
dinal Baronius ,, which he wrote in 
oppoſition to the Cenruries, not long ſince , 
are of equal moment and eſteem, and.I 
will add of as: great advantage and uſe 
too : a Work ( which by the confeſſion of 
the moſt Learned Men,'and of Caſanbor a- 
mongſt the reſt ) is ſtupendious, EE 
that great perſon has in it digeſted the 
Tranſattions of the ' whole - Chriſtian 
World, eſpecially thoſe that concern the 
| tas Church 
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Church into one continued ſeries of years, " Prole- 


with the ſame facility,as if he had wrote the 
Chronicle of ſome one City. For he is 
the Man who firſt brought to light, I know 
not from whence, ſo many things which 
were utterly unknown before; who with 


ſo accurate a diligence, explain'd the ſuc- 


go. ad ex- 


ercitat, 


ceſſioas of the moſt ancient Biſhops in the 


great Cities; the riſes, progreſs and ends 


of the ancient Hereſies; And the Turbu- 


lent and Peaceable times of the Church. 
who ( if he had not abated his own inerit, 
by his exceſſive partiality) was , without 
all controverſie, worthy to have had the pre- 
ference before all the ancient and modern Wri- 
; ters, who never were able to attain that de+ 
gree of Learning he had, as the famous 
Caſaubon writes of him : nor 1s he alone 
in this high Encomiumw on him. The 
greateſt part of the Learned Men, who 
deſerve to be the Cenſors of other Mens 
Labours, do exactly agree with him, as 
| have ſaid. But then the moſt Learned 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, whom we have already 
ſo very often cited , has right to a greater 
Authority with us, than any other perſon 
whatſoever; and he commends the great 
Cardinal where he deſerves it ; and yet doth 
not ſpare him where he thinks him blame- 
worthy. But take his own words. 
« There is ſcarce ( ſaith he) any thing 
« wanting in Baronixs, which a Man would 
* mightily delire,if his too great partiality, 
* and, as it were, #e99mwme, ſympathy 
u and 
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<©« and compaſſion which he every where 
<« purſues,and too too much cheriſhes in him- 
&« ſelf ( for the intereſts of the Church of 
& Rome) had been abated ; for it cannot 
« be denied ( which-Learned Men blame 
© in him) that he is ſo totally taken up 
<« with the defence and commendation of 
« thoſe whom he ſides with, that all the 
« inſtances that now are, or heretofore 


| E& were extant in the Church of Rome, of 


« deſerting, or corrupting the Faith , or 
* ___ the ancient manners, of the 
& moſt leud fales of holy things , and of 
& the moſt execrableSacrileges : whatever 
<« has been inſolently perpetrated, of which 
* ſort we may find many examples, acted 
*« by moſt wicked Popes, with inſufferable 


© boldneſs ro the prejudice of the Name 


* of Chriſtianity, to the diſhonour of the 
& Church, and in contempt of Feſwus Chriſt 
*( which the greateſt Catholicks will not 
* deny , but rather acknowledge them to 
« be Monſters of Men, and the very ſhames 
« of Humanity ) yet all theſe he excuſeth ; 
« 2nd this is little too, for he defends 
© them; and which is yet worſe, he ſome- 
©« times commends them, and with much 
« Oratory adorns and extolls theſe Vil- 
« lanies. He doth not endeavour to cor- 
<« rect the preſent Manners of Rome by the 
© ancient, but by violence draws the ut- 
« moſt Antiquity againſt her will; and, 
< in deſpite of her reluctance, by the very 
*© Throat, to countenance their City Faith | 
© an 
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© and eſpecially that ill-born Faith, and 
& worſe brought up, concerning the dire 
© Omniporence of the Pope; for the confir- 
© mation of which, he makes uſe of all 
© his Furniture, and ſtretches to the ut- 
« moſt all the powers of his Wit. Thus 
far that Learned Prelate. 

So that we may rightly conclude, that 
it was not without cauſe, that the excel- 
lent Caſaubon ſaid, That the extraordinary 
Merits of the Cardinal were corrupted , by 
his too much favouring h;s own party. And 
therefore, my Hearers, the Reader of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory is to know, that the 
Annals of Baronizs are not to be read 
without great caution : but then, where 
this caution is to be uſed, and how great 
it ought to he, is in part ſhewn by the 
famous Caſaubon, in his Prolegomena's to his 
Exercitationes Baronitanas. But the Lear- 
ned Biſhop of Chicheſter, as he has ſhewn, 
in ſhort, the Errors and Raſhneſles of 
the Centuriators ,, ſo in many places he 
ſhews, wherein the moſt 1lſtrious Anna- 
lift has deſerved blame, and that in expreſs 
and clear words. Spond4- 

Spondanus, a Feſuit , but a foul-mouth*d nus. 
Railing Fellow, has contracted that volu- 77 ae 
minous Work of the Cardinal into an E- ro " 
pitome , who might yet perhaps have de- 7.;:,n;-; 
ſerved commendarion for his diligence if 7 Buovj- 
he had not too ſuperſticioufly purſucd the us, a5 Bzo- 
Opinions of Baronizs , and thereupon en- _ 
| deayoured to confirm his conceit'concern- 1,;\nw« Ga- 
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ing the Omniporence of the Pope ; deſtroy- 
ed the Majelty of Kings and Princes, and 
endeavoured under-hand, and as It were by 
the bye, to intoxicate his Readers with 
the pernitious doctrine of Hildebrand. 


_ 


TE © ALV. 


Lucas Oſtander reduced the Eight firſt Cen- 
turies of the Magdeburgians into an Epi- 
rome , and not without good advantage. 
He hips from the 8*Þ to the 16%, Tothy 
Century belongs the Hiſtory of the Council 
of Trent. The Praiſes of that Hiſtory, 
and of that Authour. Jacobus Auguſtus 
'Thuanus znſerred into his Accurate  Hv- 


ſtory the Eccleſiaſtical affairs of thoſe times, 


beginning at the year 1546, and endins at 
the year 1608. which Hiſtory is continued 
to the year 1618. 


__ Oſrander , a Man of no ſmall 
fame, reduced into a Compendium 
the Eight firſt MMagdeburgian Centuries, and 
did it ſo exactly, that he ſcarce lefc out 
any thing that was very neceſlary to be 
known. For ( beſides the ſeries of the 
ſeveral years) he propoſed in a more eaſie 
method, what the ſtate of the Church was 
in all times, from the Birth of our Savi- 
our; ſhews how the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel was ſpread throughout the World: 
what Hereſies aroſe in the Church, and 
by what means they were A 
what 
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what Perſecutions were moved againſt the 
Church ,, and how they were appeaſed : 
what Doftours the Churches had in all 
times, and amongſt them the Lives of 
the Biſhops of Rome are related. The aCti- 
ons of the Emperours ot Rome alſo are there 
deſcribed. All which he hath comprehended 
in a very excellent Compendium. But then 
he paſs'd from the VIII*® Cenrary to the 
XVI" (which the Magdeburgians had not 
touched, for they ended in the XIII" Cen- 
tary) and he treats of the actions of that 
a little more largely ; and gives the rea- 
ſon why he did ſo in his preliminary E- 
piſtle, in theſe words. Bur I ( faith he) 
think_ that there us no age from the times of 
the Apoſtles downward, which is more neceſſa- 
ry or uſefull to be known to pious Men, than 
that in which we live, eſpecially as to the 
Church Hiſtory , which I now ſet forth, 
for ut contains an account of very great chan- 
ges both in Church and States, which are ſuch, 
ſo great and ſo many, 4s never happened be- 
fore in any Century. 

To this Century belongs the Hiſtory of 
the Council of Trent , which Council was 
ſummon d in the year 1542. began in the 
year 1545. continued to the year 1563. 
the Hiltory of which Council, written by 
Pietro Soave Polano, a Venetian, of the Or- 
der of the Serwvi, a Man of admired Lear- 
ning ;, of an exquiſite Fndgment ;, of an In- 
defatigable Induſtry ;, and of a modeſty and 
wtegrity that # ſcarce to be equall4;, i un 
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truth of more value than any Gold, 1 think I 
may ſay then any Jewels, and like to out-live 
the moſt liſtins Monuments. Which com- 
mendation Is given deſervedly to this Hi- 
ſtorian, by that worthy and learned * Per- 
ſon, who faithfully tranſlated this Hiſtory 
iato En2liþ ( who alſo was the firſt per- 
ſon who brought this pretious Jewel into 
theſe Weſtern parts, and to the great good 
of the Church firſt publiſhed it!) and in the 
preliminary Epiſtle has thus : repreſented 
the Authour?s Character, and that not 
withour good cauſe ; for he having had a 
Learned Intercourſe with him, and for fome 
time converſed familiarly with him, knew 


him throughly.Yea the work it ſelf confirms 


the truth of all this, which was extracted 
out of the Memoires and Commentaries of 
Ambaſladours ; our of the Letters of Prin- 
ces and Commonwealths , and from the 
Writings of the Prelates, Divines:, and 
of the very Legates, who were preſent in 
the Council ; which Writings had til 
then been carcfully kept, and out of them 


. This Hiſtory was extracted -with ſo much 


labour , accuracy , ſtudy and fidelity ( as 
the ſaid moſt learned and famous Knight 
has there obſerved ) that it may equal the 
beſt of all the ancient or Modern Hiſtories 
of that Nature. Neither are you, my Hear- 
ers, to conceive. that this is the reſtimo- 
ny of one ſingle Perſon, concerning either 
the Work or the Authour : Be pleaſed then 
to accept a ſecond and like teſtimony con- 
cerning 
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cerning both, from the Latin Tranſlatour Sir Adam 
alſo, a perſon of the ſame degree with Newton 


the former, and ſor his great Ingenuity 
and Erudition of a flouriſhing Name. Who 
writes thus of that Authour. Nor deth he 
ſtand in any need of my Commendation , his 
Work, ſpeaking him a perſon of an happy In- 
genuity, and of a great and right judgment , 
liberally endowed with all ſorts of Learning, 
and abundantly adorn'd both with Divine and 
Humane Knowledge, and that as well Moral 
as Political or Civil, whereby he has attain'd 
a hich degree, both of Probity and Sweet- 
neſs of Mind. And of the Work it ſelf 
he ſpeaks thus. As to what concerns the 
ſtrufture of this Hiſtory , n hether you conſt- 
der the things themſelves , or bis Language : 
and in the things, if you obſerve the order of 
times, the Counſels, the things done , the 
events ;, and in the management of affairs, if 
you deſire not onely what was done or ſaid , 
ſhould be diſcourſed , but alſo in what man- 
aer; and that when the event is told, at the 
ſame time all the cauſes ſhould be unfolded , 
and all the accidents which ſprung from wiſe- 
dom or folly : All theſe , and a multitude of 
other ſuch like things, which the great Ma- 
ſters of Hiſtory require in a good Hiſtorian, 
be has performed ſo fully, and exatlly, that 
in forming the Hiſtory of one Council , he 
bath repreſented all the Ferfeftions of Hiſto- 
ry; and, upon this account, deſerves to be 
numbered amongſt the moſt noble Hiſtorians. 
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Facobus Auguſtus Thuanus, a Man of No- - 
ble Birth, of great Learning and Dignity, 
and worthy of the principal place awongſt 
the Hiſtorians of this Age,, as we have 
obſerved above, wrote the affairs of this 
Century, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, from 
the year 1546, to the year 1608, with 
great exaCtneſs; which Hiſtory we have 
lately continued-to the year 1618. 

Beſides all theſe which I have named, the 
Books of the Learned and Famous Gerar- 
dus Johannes Voſſius, concerning the Greek 
and Latin Hiſtorians, will ſupply the Ree- 
der with the Names of a vaſt number of 
other both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 
ans; out of which , any Man that is not 
pleaſed with the choice I have made, may: 
chooſe out others at his pleaſure. But 
thus I think, and that I have ſpoken e- 
nough concerning the Firſt Part of my 
Method. | 


( 297 ) 


py err rt I In — 


TH E 
METHOD and ORDER 
OF 
Reading Hiſtories. 


Part the Second. 


Concerning a Competent Reader. 
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SECT. L 


A young Man ts as well to be thought an unqua- 
lified, or incompetent Reader of Hiſtory, as 
of Moral Philoſophy. What things are re- 
quired to both. The end and ſcope of Rea- 
ding. The diſagreeing opinions of the 
moſt Learned Voſlius, and Reckerman con- 
cerning this Queſtion. 


E have finiſhed the Firſt Part ; 

\ \ in which we have repreſented 
the Authours both of the CI- 

VIL and ECCLESIASTICAL Hiſtory. 
And we haye made choice of thoſe which 


s we 
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we eſteem'd the beſt of both ſorts : and 
have alſo ſhewn in what order they are to 
be Read. And. now in the Second Place, 
we mult inquire who is a competent Rea- 
der of them. And we ſhall doe this with 
as much brevity as is poſlible. Ariſtotle 
diſputing in the firſt Book, and third Chap- 
ter of his Erhicks, concerning the compe- 
tent and well-qualiftied hearer of thoſe 
Doctrines he was to deliver there, con- 
&nm: m- cludes thus; A young Man vs not a well- 
Amur * cualified bearer of Civil Knowledge ( or Mo- 


> -_ 


ey rality ) becauſe he is not experienced in the 
15, &, Attions which concern this life : Becauſe youth 

eing ignorant in judging, doth eaſily deſpiſe 
good advices , and imbrace bad Counſels , by 
which it is deluded and. deceived. But now 
if our Maſter has given a right ſentence 
in this caſe, what reaſon can be given 
why we may not paſs the ſame ſentence in 
our diſquiſition, concerning a fit and com- 
petent Reader of Hiſtorics; Secing Wiſe 
Men have obſerved, that Hiſtory is nothing 
but Moral Philoſophy, cloathed in Exam- 
ples ? 

In the Hearer of Frhicks, or Politicks , 
there is required in the firſt place judg- 
ment, *\4 yrs. that he may judge well con- 
cerning the Rules of Actions. And in 
the next place is required a well-diſpoſed 
Mind, that he may with dexterity endea- 
vour to bring into uſe the Preceprs he hath 
received. And in the ſelf-ame manner it 
is neceſlary for the Reader.of om to 

ave 
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have the faculty of Apprehending whate- 
ver Examples he Reads, and judging well 
of them: And then, that he ſhould have 
an inclination and propenſity of Mind to 
follow what is Good, and to ſhun and avoid 
what Is Evil: and of turning all he meets 
with to his uſe and advantage, For the 
principal end of Hiſtory is Praftice, and not 
Knowledge or Contemplation, And there- 
fore we mult learn, not onely that we may 
know, but that we may doe well and live 
honeſtly, And therefore there are ſome 
Men of very great Learning, who alert, 
there 1s hardly any ſort of ſtudy which 
ſeems to require more Sagacity, Judg- 
ment, Experience and Prudence, than in 
reading Hiſtory, which is the beſt 14iſftreſs 
of Civil Converſation. And therefore I 
have ever wondered , that Gerardus Fo- 
bannes Voſſis , who deſerves to be num- 
bred amongſt the Princes of Learning in 


| this Age, ſhould, in his Elegant Book (de 


Arte Hiſtorica ) of the Hiſtorick Art, ſtifly 
maintain, that this ſort of ſtudy is fit for 
young Men ; and reject the opinions, and 
confute and take off the arguments of 
Bartolomeys Keckerman, and others, who 
are of a contrary judgment : but if you 
pleaſe you may hear both, firſt Kecker- 
man, and then Voſſius. 


« Seeing ( ſaith Keckerman ) Hiſtories gecterman 
* contain nothing but Examples of Pre- de Natura 
* cepts; and Precepts are generally deli- #/t.Par.r. 
& yered in a Method, but examples without © +? 19 


« any 


De Arte 
Hiſt. cap. Jo 
Þ. 3Þ+ 
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& any Method. Except that which is me- 
* thodically taught precede, it is a com- 
*© mon and a very miſchievous errour and 
& miſtake for youth, which is led onely by 
© the pleaſure and delight of Hiſtory, to 
** begin profeſſedly to read Hiſtories, before 
<< it is acquainted with thoſe Sciences and 
<« Precepts which are delivered in Order 
* and' Method, and with the common pla- 
©* ces to which all Hiſtories ought to be re- 
<« duced : Now that this is very prepoſte- 
* rous, may be eaſily underſtood by thus 
* comparing it with other Scicnces ; as for 
« example, with Grammar, Logich, &c. For 
* as It were abſurd for a Man to deſire to 
« know and obſerye the examples of Gram- 
* mar, Logick, or Rhetorick , before he 
* hath learned the Rules of thoſe Scien- 
* ces: ſo it muſt needs be more abſurd 
« for one to deſire to read ſeriouſly and 
« profeſſedly, and to obſerve Hiſtories 
& which are nothing but examples of Mo- 
* rality and Politicks, before he has Lear- 
** ned the Rules and Method of Morality and 
* Policy, &c. Thus far Keckerman. 

And now if you pleaſe you may hear 
Voſſinse. There « (ſaith he) nothing of ab- 
furdity ( 44 Keckerman LAvares, if one 
ſhould chooſe to learn Examples before Precepts : 
for it #s wery well known that Languages may 
be very well learn'd without Grammar Rules : 
and then, ſaith he, thoſe who are of Kecker- 
man's epinion, commit no ſmall errour, by not 
diſtinguiſhing between Reading and Writing 


an 
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an Hiſtory ;, to which no Man ſhould apply 
himſelf if he be not well acquainted with 
Civil Philoſophy. Laſtly , he faith, That 
they confound the naked and ſimple Hiſtory of 
things » with the ( i5reann TEL (aTHA.) Hi- 
ſtorical PerfefFion , which inquireth curiouſly 
into the circumſtances and cauſes of events. 
In the laſt place, he confirms his opinion 
by the Authority of Quzntilian ( a Great 
Maſter in the Art of Breeding youth ) who 
commands Oratours to begin with Hiſto- 
ries and Orations. And at the ſame time 
doubts not to prefer Livy before Saluſt ; zot 
onely becauſe he is more Candid, and more like 
| Cicero than Saluſt ; but alſo becauſe he « 
the Authour of a larger and more perfett Hi- 
ftory : now he would never have written thus, 
if he bad not thonoht the moſt General Hi- 
ſtories beſt for youth. Thus Writes the 
moſt Learned Yoſſime. 
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The Opinion of Keckerman defended. That 
Tongues are hardly to be well-learned with- 
out Rules. That there is a vaſt difference 
betwixt Languages and Aftioni, That 
Prattick Philoſophy ts neceſſary, not onely to 
the Writer , but Reader alſo of Hiſtory. 
Ubertus Folietta, Sebaſtianus Foxius, and 
Viperanus, do all ſeem to be of this opi- 
nion. And the moſt Learned Voſſius him- 
ſelf affords us no infirm arguments to ſup- 
port 3t. 


Ut may we have the [berry of this 
Great Man ( whoſe judgment is ever 

where elſe of the greateſt Authority wit 

us , and whom, in the things relating to 
Hiſtory, we eſpecially value and venerate ) 
to diſſent, and in ſome ſort to defend the 
part Keckerman hath taken. It ſeems there- 
fore to me, that Keckerman may thus Re- 
ply, In the firſt place it is not impoſlible 
to learn Languages without Rules ; but 
that they may be as well Learned with- 
out Rules is denied. We learn to Arti- 
culate words, and to form, compound and 
ſpeak them, by Hearing, Uſe and Diſcourſe, 
without Precepts or Rules. But then to 
Acorn our Speech, and artificially form 
_ an Oration, is ſcarce, or rather not at all 
poſlible , without the aſſiſtance of Rules 
and Precepts. And beſides, although one 
may 
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may learn to ſpeak ( of what Language 
ſoeyver. he were) without Rules, yet he 
will never be able to judge of the exact- 
neſs and propriety of Speech, and to give 
the reaſon of it , without them; nor in- 
deed to ſpeak well, or elegantly. But 
then thoſe things are beſt learned , of 
which we have a perfect knowledge, where 
we can glve an account of the Reaſon of 
them, as Ariſtotle our Maſter teacheth us. E:bir £1. 
And beſides all this, there as another judg- 
ment to be made upon Languages, than 
there is upon Actions, whether we are to 
imitate them, or to compare them in our 
mind by Contemplation. Uſe directs and 
corrects our Speech; but it is the Rule and 
Precepts of Living well which are to go- 
vern our Actions. The Cuſtome of the 
place ( which ws never fix'd ) governs Our Seneca E- 
Language : But then we know our Act pift. x14- 
ons are to be temper'd , with reſpect -to 
Honeſty and Turpicude, and to be exa- 
min*d by the Precepts of Law. 

Secondly. Neither is the opinion of oſ- 
ſims altogether to be approved, in that he 
holds, that Prattich Philoſophy is necella- 
ry for a Writer, but not for a Reader 
of Hiſtory. For why not? Do we not at- 
firm, that the ſame end is common to 
both of them? the deſign of the one be- 
ing, that he may from examples learn the 
way of Living well; the other's, that he 
may alſo by Examples teach that way : Is 
it not the ſcope of the one, that by de- 
ſcribing 
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ſcribing the Accidents that have attended 

the Lives of others, he may inſinuate wiſe- 

dom into Men? And is it not the ſcope of 

the other, that by reading and _—_—— 

thoſe events, he may attain to prudence 

It ſeems to be exactly thus to me at leaſt 

and not to me onely, but to many others, 

and thoſe not unlearned men. If you 

pleaſe, let us hear one or two of them. 

De ſcriben= Mſoral Philoſophy and Hiſtory ( ſaith Ubertus 
ow _ Folietta)) are rwo faculties which reſpeFt the 
cv "* Þ. common Good and Utility of Men ;, and which 
direft them in the way to a bleſſed life ; and 
fit them for the preſerving and improving Ci- 
i wil Society: And therefore theſe two facul- 
ties have divided this work between them, ſo 

that the firſt forms the Minds and Manners 

of fra « Diſputes and Precepts ; and the 

latter by uſefull Examples and ſalutary Ad- 

monitions, teaching and adviſing them what to 

follow, and what to flee in the courſe of their 

lives : by whoſe Examples Men ſhould govern 

and form their Aftions and Connſels ;, and ſets 

before them the ends and events which uſual- 

ly wait upon good and evil Counſels ;, by the 

" AwrarPa of which, Men may be engaged in 

the love of Vertue , or calPd off from Lewd 

and Wicked courſes. Sebaſtian Fox alſo, a 

Man of a celebrated judgment and elo- 

uence in his time, doth manifeſtly diſſent 

Pag. 819, from the great Yeoſſius in this point. For 

he in his Book de Inſtitutione Hiſtorie , 

ng writes thus. How ſhall you ever be able to 
h know or judge of the Art or Eleoance , not 

onely 
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onely of an Hiſtory, but of any other thing 
that 1s well written ;, if you know not what 
that art 1s, or what is riÞhtly and well done ? 
thoſe things you inquire of are not to be un- 
derſtood, but by Learned and well-inſtrutted 
Men ;, for he that would accurately read a 
Hiſtory , muſt firſt know bow it ought to be 
wrote, &c. and preſently afcer he ſubjoins 
the reaſon. Becauſe Artificers and Lear- 
ned Men, and not the ignorant and unexpe- 
rienced , are able to know what is Artifi- 
cial and Learned. And therefore (ſaith he) 


let Reading be attended not onely with a na- 


tural, but alſo with an acquired judgment , 


and with an erudition that 1s not mean or 
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common. Nor does Fohannes Viperans dil- 7;6.:;. tt 
ſent from Fox, as theſe his words'demon- Scr. Hiſt.c, 


ſtrate ( who was alſo a Man of good Lear- 17: 


ning.) Je « ( faith he ) che work of a 
great Man, to colleft by bis reading the true 
fruits of Hiſtory ;, that ts , of one who per- 
ceives the Divine and Humane reaſons of 
things; who can cull out the beſt inſtruttions 
of Manners, who meaſures the Atitons of 0- 
thers by the ſame rules of Honeſty by which 
he lives himſelf , who is well acquainted with 
places , who has a ſtrange knowledse both of 
virtues and vices, and in whom there are 
great treaſures of Learning and Erudition , 
 &c. and a little after this. He that can 
Join the Precepts of Morality with the Ex- 
amples, ſhall reap preat advantages from the 
reading of Hiſtories, and ſhall thereby attain 
to perfeft and abſolute wiſedom. 
"4 X 


Yea, 
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Yea, the very Concluton which the 
Learned Yoſſiws makes ( in the faid Fifth 
Chapter ) concerning the principat uſe of 
Hiſtory ., ſeems to be of great force, for 
the confirming our opinion; for thus he 
writes. Therefore ( ſaith he) we muſt thu 
deter mine , that the very principal fruit of 
Hiſtory 1s to collett from Sumnlars and Con- 
traries, What vs expedient for the Publich, and 
for every Perſon in Particular : for be that 
will be wiſe, muſt be carefull to obſerve, or as 
the Greeks expreſs tt, be inan«s , that is, 
a perſon that dwells'upon, and deeply in- 
ſpects any thing. Which becauſe Children 
and Ignorant Men can never doe, they muſt 
of neceſlicy want the principal fruit of Rea- 
ding Hiſtories, from whence it may more 
than probably be concluded, that they are 
leſs firted ( than others) to be the Rea- 
ders of Hiſtories. Yet I will not deny, 
but that Children, and Men of little or no 
Learning, may reap ſome ſmall} adyantage 
from the Reading of Hiſtories; that is, 
Pleaſure and Delight; or may perhaps, 
by remembring ſome pretty Stories, pleaſe 
others by the handſome telling them ( if 
they be perſons of more than ordinary 
natural wit and ingenuity , and have the 
Knack of expreſſing a thing well and plea- 
ſantly, which yet 1s very rarely found in 
a very tender and immature Age. ) But 
then as the ſame Yoſſiws obſerves, T, 
are to be efteemd a ſort of ridiculous fully 
people , who read Hiſtories for no other =_ 
ut 


% 
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but that t divertife themſelves , and 
lay up 4a x4 of Cha for entertaimments and 
common mettings. Let ſuch People, in good 
time , betake themſelves ( they are the words 
of Faſt Lipfms) ro their Amadis of Gaul, 
or to Hugo Burdagalenfis ;: or if they have 4 
mind to \ſeem more learned ro Hellodorbs 
bis Ethiopick Romance , or to the nobie Sir 
P. Sydney's Arcadia , or Barclay's Argl- 
nis. 


ns CT. I 


Voſlius his third Argument againſt Kecker- 
man doth hardly ſeem tobe ftrong. That 
a naked relation of an Aﬀair doth not ſa- 
ri;fie a prudent Reader. Which is prove1 
from Ludov. Vivis, Dion. Halicarnaſſ*- 
us, and Voſlius himſelf. That the Read- 
ing the ſame Hiſtories by a Child, and by 
a Man of Learning, is very different. 


O Proceed, the Learned Voſſine ſeems 

to me tobe deceived in the third 
place, where he ſaith we confound the 
{imple relation of things, with that which 
he calls the ize-3 meryparua , the Perfelt 
Hiftory. In that as I have ſaid, we grant 
Children and Youths may be able to read 
the naked and fimple relations of things, 
and the Accounts of great Actions , and 
may, without mach ditkculty , underſtand 
the deſcription of Places. But then we 
7 ought 


Fib. g. de 
trad. Diſc. 
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ought to remember, that Antiquity eſteemd 
theſe ſorts of Hiſtory as but little better than 
fables ( I uſe Yoſſjw his own words) be- 
Cauſe from ſuch Accounts there was little 
other advantages to be reaped beſides thoſe of 
Pleaſure , no more than there Was from Fa- 
bles. But the Reader we. are now for- 
ming, ought to leok beyond theſe things : 
for our end is not Pleaſure, but improve- 
ment, and that which is the ultimate end 
of all Hiſtories, that he may be taught to 
live well, and happily. That Learned 
Man Ludoevicus Vive ſpeaks very well, and 
appolitely to our purpoſe. And now (ſaith 
ke ) we are acquainted with Hiſtory in ſome 
degree, that ts, as far as is neceſſary to the 
Cn Biranion of youth : (ViZ.) as to the order 
of times, and the knowledge of the Names of 
Famous Men: But now it is to be more ex- 
attly and fally known, becauſe it may be much 
better pa by Men, who bave attain'd 
ſome degree of experience, that it may be ap- 
pled to the advantage of our Lives, by the 
uſe of Reaſon and Fudgment : as that nou- 
riſhment i; diffuſed over all the Body, by the 
Natural Heat by which a Man 1s ſuſtain'd, 
and Life prolong'd. And therefore we ſay, 
our Reader cannot be ſatisfied with a na- 


Lib. 5. At» ked account of things. But as Dion Ha- 


tiq. Rom. 
an. 


licarnaſſews expreſſeth it , 'Amulei 5 inzs@ 
X; Tas units ivgnons oi Myouirav , * Tus Teh» 
mes + megtis % Tis daviias o% mrreotarmy 
Every one deſireth to ſee the cauſes of Atlts- 
0n;, and after what manner they were m_ 
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and the wery.minds and deſigns of thoſe who 
were the Adjors in them. T hele very words, 
and many: others to the ſame purpoſe, are 
cited out of. Halicarnaſſew, by that Man 
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of much Learning, Yoſſi, where he Lear. De Arte 


great Poer , in his Second Georgrck, 
Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere rauſas. 


Happy is he who ſees the Cauſe 
Of things, and underſtands their Laws. 


Has its place, not only in Philoſoph , but 


in the Writer and Reader of an Hiſtory ; 
and at laſt, about the end of that Chapter, 
he concludes thus; And in truth, if the 
Cauſes, Counſel; and Manners of Attions are 
omitted, there is ratber a Fable told, for the 
entertainment of Children , than an Hiſtory 
written for the uſe of Men, as Sempronius 


Hiſt. c. 1 $. 
nedly proves, that the expreſſion of the * - 


Aſlellio ſaith in * Agellius. And now let * Lb. s. c 


the Learned Yoſſiu« tell me , whether Chil- 15: 


dren mjnd theſe things ? Do illiterate and 
ignorant Men inquire after theſe ſecrets ? 
Or to what end ſhould they be taught them, 
if they are nat able to judge of the cau- 
ſes, counſels and circumſtances of Actions ; 
or to accommodate them to their own ad- 
 vantages ? ſome body very neatly expreſs'd 
this by this ſimile; As Girles gather Flows 
ers onely to pleaſe their eyes and ſenſes : 
Whilſt Apothecaries conſider the health of, 
Men and Medicines, and tq that purpoſe 

7 X 3 qacly 
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onely, colleft the Leaves, Flowers, Roots , 
and ſmalleſt Fibers of Plants; fo Children 
play with Hiltortes, as they do with Tops 
and Cheſs; and whey they fee or hear of any 
Sear AQ ions, rejoice at them as new and 
range things, or are affrighted at them ; 
but then thoſe that are*a little verſed in. 
Arts, and adorn'd with ſomething of ex- 
perience and judgment, will in the rea- 
ding of Hiſtory , paſs by very few things 
without obſerving them. Theſe onely uſe 
to refleft on the Divine Inſtitutions, to ob- 
ſerve Humane Law, to weigh all Counſels, 
and note all Events; and with great pro-' 
fir and pleaſure, to refer all Domeſtick , - 
Publick, Warlike, 'or Peaceable TranſaQi- 
ons or Eyents, to the uſe of Civil Society 
and Prudence: And this with -Keckermar is 
to reade Riſtories; and ſuch a Reader he 
requires, to wit (that I may uſe his own 
words ) One whoſe buſineſs it is to reade, and 
obſerve Ethick, Domeſtich and Politick exam- 
ples, mith the greateſt care imaginable. But 
then ( faith he )- whoever ſhall atrempe this 
before be underſtands the method. if Moral , 
Occonomick and Politick Precepts , &e. ma 
wery juſtly be taken for an abſurd per ſon. 


_—_ — _ —— w-. — 
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ECT. IF 


The Argument Borrowed from Quintilian 
confider'd, and an Anſwer made to it. 


"ny the laſt place, the paſſage cited out 
of QOuintillian ſeerns not to me to be 
of any force againſt the opinion of Kecker- 
man. Becauſe i 15 apparent, QuIntillian 
is onely there teaching, by what Authours 
the S:yles of Children may be beft form?d. 
And that by the conduct and afliſtence of 
the Mafter of Rhetorick, or Tutor, ra- 
ther than by the private reading of rhe 
Scholar himſelf. For, Chapter the V*b, he 


faith, Jt will be of great advantage to Chil- Lib. 2. In- 
dren , if the Schoolmaſter enliohten their un- 1: Orat. 


derftandings more, by the reading of Orati- 
os, than of Heftories. And there preſent- 


ly ſhews excellently what is the duty of 


the Rhetorician on this -account. But 
then in the Vi'® Chapter, which is cired 
by Yoſſixe, he ſhews more fully, what choice 
of Authours ſhonld be made : For , ſaith 
he, wihout prudent eleftion, it will be dan- 
gerous to take any Authour 7, rhe beſ® and 
moſt candid, who have a lovely Copia and 
Clearneſs, ſuch us Livy an1 Cicero are, 
o08:ht tobe choſen, 2s he thinks, And then 
he ſhews what Anthours onght at firſt to 
be avoided, which yet when they have 
attaind a firmaeſs and maturity of judg- 
ment , may fafely be alfowed them. We 

| X 4 anſwer 
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anſwer then, that it is quite another thing 
to form a Style or Language ; or as Fabi- 
us expreſſeth it, to Poliſh the Phraſe of a 
Perſon; and. to gather , note and lay up 
ſeriouſly , and profeſſedly, Moral , Occono- 
mick, and Politick Examples , that the Rea- 
der may thereby be enabled to aft prudent- 
ly, and to form his Life by the Rules 
of Vertue. Now the firſt of theſe was . 
the whole deſign of Quintilian ;, the latter 
was no part of his thoughts. And there- 
ſore he recommends the reading of Ora- 
tions to the young Rhetoricians : and per- 
haps alſo the Diſcourſes of Hiſtorians are 
by him more regarded than their Narra- 
tives ; becauſe in them he affirms Livy to 
excell. For he faith, that He « of a very 
great ſweetneſs and Candor in his relations .. 
But in his harangues or ſpeeches more elegant 
than can be expreſ;?d. But now if any Man 
thinks otherwiſe, and will needs believe, 
that the deſign of the Oratour there, is to 
Exerciſe his young Scholars with the con-, 
templation of things; and that he deſigns* 
to furniſh him with Examples ( which are 
41 every kind the meſt Powerfull of all cau- 
ſes) and which he may afterwards apply, 
as occaſion ſhall require ; then we anſwer 
in the ſecond place , that Quintilian re- 
quires this to be done, by the conduct, di- 
xection and judgment of the Maſter of Rhe- 
torick;, whole buſineſs he makes it to ſhew, 


the excellencies and faults, not onely of the + 


Language and Phraſe, but alſo 0 pho: 
| w_ 
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done or ſpoken , as you may reade, Lib. 2. 
Chap. 5. And now if the Maſter goes be- 
fore, 1lluſtrates and unfolds the Authour , 
who can doubt that Hiſtorians may not 
be of great uſe ro Children of no great 
age? and yet even there, in; the opinion 
of Ouintilian , the moſt eaſie and plain Au- 
thours , ſuch as Titus Livixs is eſteem'd to 
be, are to be preferr'd; and yet even here 
too, for the intire underſtanding of him, 
he conceives a good proficiency is requi- 
red, as he faith in his VI® Chapter. 


Concerning a Competent 
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The Openien of Simon Grynaus on thus account 
»7Þpproved ; nnd tt is more Jar — 


'0.8 4 competent or will qualified Reader. 

yet mn R—_ — 7A Pl 
' its Morel Philoſophy. alſo : 
- Chronology: avd py - uy. 


ND therefore I ſhould rather chuſe to 

hear Simon Grynew , and be of his 
mind, who Exhortjng the Readers of Hi- 
ſtory, beſpeaks them in this manner : Jt 
befits a man (ſaith he) to come ſo much the bet- 
ter provided to the Reading of Hiſtory, becauſe 
it #5 repleniſhed with great plenty and variety of 
excelent fruits. And ſeeing it s attended with 
the ſame difficulty to judge well of ones own as of 
another's ife ; Nor can any man rightly Con- 
"— the Life of another man (though we 
are all wonderfully quick-ſighted there, ) who 
cannot prudently govern bus own, it follow; that 
there u great difficulty on both ſides, and that 
many things are required before we undertake 
that work,, and that we ought not onely to be 
tinftured with Civil prudence, but alſo to be 
fix"d au to the purpoſe and courſe of our lives , 
unleſs we are willing to Roll up and down, and 
be for ever led by ain and deceivable Spec- 
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And therefore we(to conclude this Cha 
ter) ſay in the firſt place, that it is a 
lucely neceſſary that the Reader of Hiſtories 
be ſtadious and diligent, ſerious and atten- 
tive, conſtant and ſteady. Whereupon 
Quintikan thus ſpeaketh. For a great while 
none but the beft, and ſuch a: will not deceive a 
man are to beread, and that with the diligence 
and care almoſt of a Writer ;, nor « 4t enough 
to re-examine the Authour again by parts onely, 
but the whole book xs imtirely to be read over a- 
gain attemtively and ſeriouſly, &c. for as one 
faid well of old, Whether thou readeft any 
t5ing thy ſelf, or heareſt another, let not thy 
mind wander, but force it to dwell there, and to 
do the buſineſs wn hand, and net- other things ; 
for = may be aſſured you loſe both your time 
and your pains, if you do nor{{eriouſly) attend 
what 'you reade or hear. | 

Laſtly, Ler' the Reader be conſtant and 
ſteady in bis Readings, for a conſtant'and 
certain way of Reading is advantageous , 
for the deſulrory' and running way of Rea- 
ding affords'finall improvement. Ler us 


hear Seneca in This point : If you will (faith L1b.1.ep.2. 


he) carry «ny thing along with you, it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſtay upon and be nouriſhed with ſome 
Certain and fixed Authours , which may ſeat 
themſelves in your mind ſo #s not to be eaſil 
bft. And therefore Srephanns Pretorins gives 
here very good advice. Ler young men (ſaith 
he) eniihe not to deſert the Reading of any 
Book, befiye 'thry' have read it; through and: a 
clearly nnderftard it ,, for ſome are ſo arlicate, 
or 


31s 


Lib.10cft- 
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or ſoft and nice in their Reading of Authonrs, 
that when they have privately taken a Book in- 
to their hands, and run over two or three Pa- 
ges, preſently they lay. that by and begin to 
reade another Book, and ſo never go through 
with oy thing, Now this nice way of Rea- 
ding, though a man be very diligent at it, yet 
as to the gaining any true and ſolid Learning, 
* «of No uſe at all. | 


.In the next place we approve our Reader 
fo.much the more if he has had a taſte of 
Praftick Philoſophy or Morality, the neceſ- 
fity of which qualification may be-calily ap+ 
prehended by what is ſaid -above. In the 
next place, if he has ſome degree, at leaſt 
of knowledge in Chronology, that is the Suc- 
ceſſions of Times and Ages : So that he is 
acquainted with the Series.and Order of 


. them, and can incloſe as it were in certain 


Limits, the Empires, Wars and Events he 
meets with in Hiſtory. That great Man Fo- 
ſephns Scaliger calls this the Soul of Hiſtory, 
without which it cannot breathe or live: by 0- 
thers it is call'd the Right Eye of- Hiſtory : 
by others the North Star, which governs and 
directs the Reader whilſt he Sails on the vaſt 
Ocean of Hiſtory, that he may the more cer- 
tainly and quickly, and with the greater de- 
light and improvement arrive at the Port he 


' deſigns by his Reading ; for he that with- 


out the Order of times thinks he may under- 
ſtand Hiſtories,. will 6nd himſelf.ia'the cad 
2S-mych diſappointed, as if he.ſhould aty 
4 | tempt 
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tempt to paſs the Windings of a great 
Labyrinth without a Thread or ConduCtor. 
But we attribute to Hiſtory a left Eye 


too, that is Geography or Topography, With Geography. 


which, if the Reader be not in ſome degree 
acquainted, he muſt of neceſſity loſe much 
of the pleaſure, yea and of the advantage 
or utility of his Reading , and will ſcarce 
be able to attain a clear and perfet know- 
ledge of the things related. For who is ſo 
ignorant in Hiſtory as not to underſtand 
how mych light is given to the Reader by 
the circumſtances of the place in which any 
thing is done ? Let him therefore be Maſter 
of the Common Diviſions of the Globe of 
the Earth ; and let him know how to diſtin- 
geuiſh the Parts of the World, and how they 
lye; Let him alſo know the Provinces or 
Kingdoms in each part, and at leaſt the 
Principal Rivers, Mountains and Towns ; 
for as to the more exact knowledge of (mall 
things, we hardly judge it neceſſary to our 
Reader. Laſtly, If he be in ſome degree 
alſo acquainted with other Arts, and has 
ſome experience of things, we ſhall then ſay 
that he is indeed a competent and well-prepa- 
red Reader of Hiſtory. And theſe things are 
ſufficient to be ſpoken concerning the ſe- 
cond Part of our Method. 
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Part che Thud. 


Viz. Of the Manner of Collefting the 
Fruits of Hiſtory, Or, of the Uſe 
of the Reading Hiſtories. 


SSCT. LF 


The laſt Head of what is to be handled propoſed. 
The Coxncil of Ludovicus Vivis concerning 
theſe things that are to be Noted in the Rea- 
ding of Hiſtories. The Cuſtome of Auguſ- 
tus Czſar in his Reading Hiſtories. What 
things are found in Hiſtories worth Noting, 
and of what Uſe they are. 


HE third Head yet remains, which in 

the beginning we reſolved to creat of 

in the laſt place; and that was, what inour 
Readings 
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Readings we ſhould eleft, and how. And 
this I might eaſily paſs over if I did onely 
propoſe the Rules Ludovicus Vives has given 
to be obſerved by all. For he teacheth us 
what is to be obſerved in the Reading Hi- 
ſtories, in theſe words. In Reading Hiſto- 
ries (faith he) the firſt thing to be obſerved is 
the Order of times, and in the next place all 
Words and Attions which will afford any exam- 
ple for the imitating what us good, or the .a- 
voiding . what is evil. Wars and Fights are 
not ſo accurately to be conſidered as teaching us 
nothing but the arts and ways by which we may 
burt one another ;, it #s alſo lightly to be regar- 
ded who took Arms, who were the Generals , 
where they fought, mho was beaten, and what 
was done to them :;, nor are theſe things to be 


. read or written in any other ſtyle than that of 


Great angonmnese ms. af indeed for the moſt 
part they are no betty, excepting onely thoſe 
Wars which are begun againſt Thieves, which 
1 wiſh were more uſually done among ſt Chri- 
ſtians ;, it will therefore be better and much 
more fruitful to fix our minds upon the aff airs 
of the Gown, and to Note what things are fa- 
mouſly and wiſely done in relation to any ver- 
tue ; what 1s baſely and cruelly done as to vices, 
what event followed ;, how bappy the ends of good 
Attions proved ;, how ſad and calamitans thoſe 
of leud Attions : Then the Speeches and Replies 
of men of great Senſe, Experience and Wiſe- 
dom, and eſpecially thoſe nhich according to 
the Greek, word arecalld Apophthegms.Coun- 
ſels alſo, and the Cauſes why any thing was un- 
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dertaken, done or ſpoken , and eſpecially the 
Counſels of ſuch men as have excelPd others 
in Honeſty, Wiſedom and Learning; as for 


example the Philoſophers, and the beſt of Men 
the Saints of our Religion ;, that we may nor: 


onely know what has proceeded from great agi- 
tations of minds, but what hath come calmly 
from the force of the mind and judgment ; 
for indeed it 1s an unworthy thing to commit 
to writing the Operations of our affeftions , 
and not thoſe of our Reaſon and Counſels, 
Theſe Preſcriptions are given us by that 
Learned Spaniard. It would be a ſhorter 
work yet if I ſhould onely propoſe to our 
Student in Hiſtory the Example of Au- 
guſtus the Emperour for his imitation, of 


32T 


whom Suetonins writes thus. In peruſing $yer. { 4, 


the Grezk and Latine Hiſtories, he did not c. 8. 


purſue any thing ſo much as the Collefting thoſe 
Precepts or Examples which were ſalutary and 
uſefull to the Publick, or to private men ;, which 
tranſcribing word for word, he very often ſent 
to his Domeſticks, or to the Governours of Pro- 
vinces, or Armies, or to the Magiſtrates of 
the City, as any of them had need of an Ad- 
monition. But we ſhall make the Uſe of 
Hiſtories a lictle larger, and yet ſhall not 
te over prolix neither. For as we have ob- 
ſerved above frequently and truly, Hiſtory 
is a treaſury of very many and different 
good things : For in Hiſtory you will find 
ſome things which tend to the increaſe of 
Learning, others of Prudence, other things 
you may obſerve which tend to the improve- 

Y meg. 
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ment of the Language, and which do con” 
tribute to the perfecting the Faculty of 
ſpeaking well; and, laſtly , other things 
which tend to the well forming the Life, 
and to the poliſhing the Manners. 


—_ 


W= 
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T wo ſorts of Learning to be gathered, Philo- 
logy and Philoſophy : under either of theſe 
there are ſeveral Species contain'd ;, in what 
Order theſe are to be diſpoſed, and of what 
ſe they are. | That many have written con- 
cerning the Forms of Common Place-books. 


Herefore we ſay there are two ſorts of 
Excerpts in the whole, which are e- 
ſpecially to be obſerved by the Reader, 
Philological and Philoſophical. Under the 
Philological we rank not onely all thoſe Ob- 
ſervations which concern the Elegance of 
Speech, the Politeneſs of the Language and 
Style, and the Propriety of Words ; buf 
alſo the ancient Cuſtoms, all their Rites, 
Ceremonies and Solemnities, of what ſort 
ſoever they are, and their Sacred and Ci- 
vil plates and aQtions, and the Serzes of the 
Monarchies and principal.Kingdoms in the 


World, and the Beginnings and Migrati- 


ons of Families, the Rites and Depravati- 
ons of Religions ; the Building of Cities, 
and the Leadiog of Colonies ; all Magnifi- 
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cent Works, vaſt Treaſures, immenſe 
Powers, and ftupendious Prodigies; yea to 
this head weteduce all thoſe things in gene- 
ral which the Greeks ſtyled $5wnuadmn, 
worthy to be remembred, - as being read 
with ſome degree of wonder. 910! 
Under the other Head (that we ma 


ſpeak it briefly) iz. that of Philoſophy, piilypph;l 


we comprehend all thoſe Words, A&tions cal. 
and Counſels,or Events of things which/Ht- 
ſtory ſo plentifully ſupplies its Readers with, 
which may be a ſort of Monitors for the 
overning and regulating the Lives of Men 
in publick, and private, in Peace or War. 
In which Obſervations the CharaCters of 
men are not. to be negleCted; for as a clear 
relation of the Counſels and Events of 
things encreaſeth, and confirms Polity and 
Civil Prudence ; ſo good deſcriptions of 
Perſons arc a kind of Monitors, and by be- 
ing frequently imprinted upon our minds, 
cauſe us to remember who we ſhould be 
like, and who not. Theſe things, I ſay, 
in reading are to be obſerved, and excerp- 
ted or tranſcribed, and to be diſpoſed in 
order into certain Common places; by rea- 
ding frequently the ticles of which, we may 
as by a kind of Wax-Images ( asa Learned 
Writer expreſleth it) help, excite and ir- 
ritate our cold and languiſhing Memories. 
From whence we may, as occaſion requires, 
furniſh our ſelves with ſalutary counſels, 
and infinite variety of like and unlike, e- 
qual and uncqual Examples z and may clezr- 
Tal ly | 
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ly perceive what is to be done, or not done, 
rl ken or concealed ; and may thereby fore- 

the Events of things, perceive their 
Cauſes, and by remembring thoſe Evils 
that are paſt, provide Remedies againſt 
thoſe which are coming upon us. I ſhould 
be too long if I ſhould here attempt to de- 
ſcribe the Form of Common Place-books, 
or deſcribe their Methods, or give an In- 
dex of all thoſe Heads which occur in Hi- 
ſtory : and beſides, this is already done by 
Bodinus, Burerus, Glaſerus, and many others, 
but with great exaCtneſs by Bartolomens Kec- 
kerman, in his Apparatus to his Prattich Phi- 
loſophy. 
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SEX C I, NE 


A various Method of chuſing and reſerving 
for uſe the beſt things ſhewn out of Annzus 
SENECA. 


ND yet poſlibly the way of chuſing 
and Rik into uſe thoſe things that 


+ are worth the taking notice of may ro ſome 


ſeem a thing of great value and uſe if I pro- 
poſe it ſhortly, and yet I will not do it in my 
own words, but in Seneca's; and O how 


great a Man was He ! You are nor (faith he) ,. ; 
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to wonder that all men out of the ſame matter CVIIL. 


Collef what ts nſefull to their ſeveral Studies , 
the Oxe ſeeks for Herbs, the Dog for an Hare, 
and the Stork for a Lizard in the ſame Mea- 
dow. When a Philologer, or Grammarian, or 
a Philoſopher takes up the Works of Cicero, 
each man applies himſelf to that which « his 
proper ſtudy. The Philoſopher wonders that 
ſo much can be ſaid-.againſt Fuſtice ;, when a 
Philologer reades the ſame paſſage, he obſerves 
that two of the Kings of Rome are mentioned 
there, one of which had no Father, "nor the 0- 
ther any Mother. For there ts a doubt con- 
cerning the Mother of Sexvius, and the Fa- 
ther of Ancus, who yet is calPd the Nephew 
of Numa. Preſently after he obſerves that 
Romulus periſhed during the time of an E- 
clipſe of the Sun; and that there lay an Ap- 
pral from the King to the People. When 4a 


Grammarian opens theſe Books, he enters in- 
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to his Common Place-book , that Reapſe i 
uſed by Cicero for Reipla, and Sepſe for Se- 
ipſe, and ſo be paſſeth to thoſe things which 
the cuſtome of the times hath changed, as 
that Cicero calls that the Calx, which was 
afterwards called the Meta, in this Phraſe' of 
bis, Quoniam ſumus ab ipſa Calce revoca- 
ti : thus Seneca. And much more to the 
ſame purpoſe moſt elegantly, and as to 
our buſineſs which we have now in hand 
moſt appoſitely and pertinently, 
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SSCT I 


The manner of Excerping illuſtrated by Ex- 
amples. And firſt as to Philological obſer- 
vations our of Vell. Paterculus. The 
Kirths and Deaths of Great Men to be ob- 
ſerved. A three-fold Elogie of Cato the 
Elder, His Death. A diſagreement Con- 
cerning bis Age. His batred againſt Car- 
thage. The building of Corinth; ts du- 
ration, and an Age fatal to Great Cities. 
The Reaſons of Ancient Sir-names. The 
differenees of the Roman Citizens. That 
critical obſervations ought to be entered 
under the Phildlogical. That Scipio may 
be call'd, not onely a favourer, but an en- 
creaſer of Learning; againſt the opinion 
of Lipſtus in that point. His Praiſe. . A 
ewo-fold Leiſure. What Diſpungere ſig- 
mifies ;, and whence it i; derived ;, and what 
things are ſaid to be Expunfta. An ex- 
ample out of Tacitus. Primores Civta- 
tes; What. That the Optimates were the 
beſt of the Novility. Who were calPd 

| Principes. Conſules, Exconſules, Ex- 
| prztores, &c. The diftinttion of the Se- 

natours into Patricians,, Conſcripti and 

PeCarii ; Whence they were fo call d. 


BE yet I will add here, out of my. own 
ſtock: and obſervation, a few exam- 
ples, that I may teach my Hearers what 1 
would have them doe, by what I my ſelf 
% 4 have 
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have done, and ſo I may ſet before them 
the practice of my Precepts. I will there- 
fore in the firſt place repreſent to them 


F hibblogical (ome Philological Examples, the ſubject of 
Examples. Which obſervations I ſhall borrow from Vel- 


lejus Paterculw, and that without ſcarcity. 
Vellejus, lib. 1c. 13. writes thus; © Three 
$6 years before Carthage was Raſed, 1. Ca- 
* zo was a perpetual mover of its Ruine, 
** who dicd that year Lucimes Cenſorinns, and 
*© Marcus Manlizs were Conſuls. In the 
** ſame year Carthage was deſtioyed by Sci- 
© pio: Lucius Mummiuz totally Raſcd to 
© the ground Corzmh, g52 years aftcr it 
* Was built, by Aleres the Son of Hepporzs. 


_ © Both Generals were honoured with the 


* Names of the Nations they had Con- 
© quered ;, one of them being call'd Afr:- 
'© canw, and the other Achaicw. Nor did 
© any New- Man, before Mummins, obtain 
© a Sirname by his Valour. The Manners 
© of the two Generals were very different, 
* and their Studies contrary ; for Scip!o 
* was ſo great a Lover , and Advancer of 
«Learning, and all ſorts of Erudition and 
* Elegance, that he ever kept with him Po- 
* lybiys and Panetins ( two Men of great 
** Ingenuity ) both at home in times of 
& Peace, and abroad in times of War : Nei- 
** ther' did any Man divide the intervals 
of his buſineſs with greater Art than 
© Scipio + for he was always employ'd in 
** the Arts of War or Peace; being ever 
« handling his Books or Arms, and exer- 
| 6 cifing 
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* ciſing his Body in Martial dangers, or 
« his Mind in Learned Sciences. Aum- 
** mixs, ON the other fide, was fo extreme- 
* ly Ignorant, that when he was bargain- 
« ing for the tranſportation of the Pic- 
© tures 'and Statues which had been made 
« by the beſt of the Ancient Artificers in 
* both kinds, into Jraly, he caus'd the Sai- 
* lors to be told, Thar if they ſuffered 
* them to be loſt, they ſhould pay for the 
« new making them. And yet, O Vinics, 
{© (faith Yellejus) I do not doubt but you 
© will think, it had been more for the 
« intereſt of the Commonwealth, that we 
&« had ſtill remain'd thus ignorant of theſe 
© Corinthian Works, rather than to have 
« overvalued them as now we do; and 
«that this folly of his was more conſiſt- 
«ent with the Publick Good than our 
© Skill. Thus runs the 13" Chapter of 
the firſt Book of Yellejſus Paterculus : in 
which there are many things worthy of 
a Philologer's obſervation. As firlt the time 
when the great Cenſor, Caro, died, for we 
ſhould ever think the Births and Deaths 
of Great Men worthy of our obſeryati- 
on. But then how great a Man this Ca- 
to was, may be known from the three-fold 


Elogie attributed to him by Pliny the EL x4, 7.c. 
der; for thus he writes of him. Cato, 27- 


the firſt of the Porcian Family, # thought to 
haye attain'd three of the greateſt things 4 
Han is capable of , being an excellent ( om- 
mander, 4 great Oratour , and a wiſe Sena- 
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torr. And there is a noble Commenda- 
Li. 39. © tion of him in Zivy his Hiſtory , which 
_ ou may fee : the year of his death alſo 
is ſet down, which was the 604 year of 
the City of Kome, in which Z. Marcins 
Cenſorinus, and M. Manlius were Conſuls , 
three years before the Raſing of Carthage, 
which Cato ſo eagerly defired, and which 
happened in the I1[Id year of the CLVIII 
Olympiad ;, if we follow truth, and the Af 
ſertor of it Euſebixs ;, that is, according to 
the computation of Scaliger, Anno Munds 
3804., As concerning the Age of Caro, 
there 1s a ſmall diſagreement betwixt Cs- 
cero and Titus Livy; for the firſt of theſe 
Cicero in ſaith he lived to the XC. year of his Age, 
Carone and the latter ſeemeth to ſay, that he did 


a _ ſurvive the LXXXVth> year of his 


Co 4O» 

: Nor is it to be paſſed by without re- 
gard, that he was a perpetual: inſtigator 
of the Ruine of Carthage, as is affirm*d by 

144.» -.- Fain; with whom Florxs doth agree in 


te. Vid Chis particular. Cato ( faith he ) ever 
Cic. in Cat, Pronounced, with an implacable hatred, that 
Majore. .Carthage was to be Raſed, even then , when 
4 —_ gave bis opinion in any other caſe what- 
able, that from the Ruine of Carthage, the Civil Wars of Rome t 

their Riſe, which ended in the Ruine of the Roman Commonwealth, 
as #4 objerved by the great Hiftorian Saluſtius, in his Prefuce to the 
Catiline Conſpiracy. And in Utica, a Town belonging to Carthage, 
Cato Minor, the laft Great Man of this Name, periſhed in thoſe Wars. 


God puniſhing the jealouſie and perfidy of the Romans, and the impla- 


cable hatred of this Great Man, by their own Methods, to teach all 
States and Princes, the. folly of ſuch fine-ſpun, but unjuſt FEY 
oever © 
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ſoever : and Scipio Naſlica, that it was tobe 
preſerved. But then this conſideration is 
rather Philoſophical, or Polirical, and belongs 
to another place, where the cauſes of theſe 
contrary Advices are to be enquired into, 
and which of them was the more prudent. 

In the ſecond place, the Philologer will 
obſerve the Age and duration of the City 
of Corixth, and the time in which it was 
built: for it continued, faith the Hiſtori- 
any 952 years. And it was deſtroyed in 
the ſame year with Carthage ;, that 1s, in 
the year of Rome 607. Anno Munds 3804. 
therefore it was built Anno Mundi 2852. 
about 3oo years before the Olympiads, in 
which time Samuel the Prophet and Judge 
of Iſrael flouriſhed. In the third place, 
he will obſerve not onely when, but who 
was the Builder of this City ; Yellejus tells 
us, it. was Metes, the Son of Hipporrs. Jo- 
ſephus Scaliger, in his Euſebian Animadver- 
ſions, ſaith, that Yellejus trifles here; for 
Apollodorus ſaith, it was firſt call”d Ephyra, 
and that it was built by one Si/yphxs, who 
lived about 60 or 70 years before the times 
of the Trojane Wars. And *that conſe- 
quently the Or:gine of this City was to be 
placed much higher. But Paxſanizs faith, 
the Name was changed in honour of Co- 


Pag. 30s 


rinthus, the Son of Fove. And that ſome 


Generations after that, Aleres, the Great 
Grandchild of Hercules, led an Army of 
the Doricks againlt the Cormehians, and ob- 
tain'd that Kingdom, which his « - 

as 
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(as Pauſamas faith ) enjoyed after this, 
five Generations. In the Fourth place he 
. will obſerve, that this Age was, in a ſort, 
fatal to great Cities. For to ſpeak no- 
thing of Saguntum, Syracuſe, Numantia , 
ard others; beſides thoſe two Eyes ( as 
* De Na- * Cicero calls them) of the Sea-ſhore, Car- 
tur2 Deor. chage and Corinth, which were both put out 
oo in one year : Thebes in Beotia, and Chalcs 
1n Exbza, were both taken by the Romans, 
oppreſs'd, ſubyerted and ruin'd. Whence 
the Philoſopher concludes, that Cities and 
Commonwealths have their Periods and 
Derermin*d times, and much more Men. 
Vide Sene- But then this - conſideration which this 
ce, Epift. place affords, is Moral too as well as the 
_ ormer ; that is, that Periods of VII hun- 
dred years, have, for the moit part, brought 
great changes to Kingdoms, and Common- 


wealths. Of which you may ſee more in 


Bodinus his 4*> Book de Repub. and Pexce- 

Ca). 1.2. 714 de divinatione , lib. VI. Of which Doc- 
trine , there Was an ill uſe made in the time 
of the Holy League in France , as Thuanus 
acquaints KI. 

In the V*h place, whereas he faith , the 
two Generals., Mummius and Scipio ,, were 
honoured with the Names of the two Na- 
tions they had Cenquered, and the latter 
was call'd Africanw , and the former 4 
chaicw-, from hence, I ſay, we may obſerve 
the Ancient Cuſtome of giving Sir names, 
and the reaſon of it both amongſt the 


Grecians and Roman; : for, they took them 
from 
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from their Aftions, from the ſhapes of 
their Bodies, from ſome peculiar Vertue 
or Vice, and from ſome notable Accident 
or Fortune : So Tarquinius the Second was 
Sirnamed Swuperbus the Proud , from his 
Pride and Contempt of others. C. Mar- 
tis from the taking of Cor:o/a, was call'd 
Corialanus ;, Manlinus was calPd Torquatus, 
becauſe he flew a Gall in a Duel; who 
challeng'd him, and took a Chain from 
him, and pur it about his own neck. So 
the Sir-names of 1. Soteris, 2. Callinicus , 
and 3. Gryphws, fignifie the firſt to have 
been a Saviour, the ſecond to have ob- 
tain*d a gloriow YViftory , and the third to 
have had a Hooked, or Koman Noſe ( as we 
call it ) of which you may ſee Appian A- 
lexandrinus in his Preface. Plutarch in his 
Life of Coriolanus, and Alexander ab Alexan- 
dro, lib. 1. c.g. And from hence alſo ſome 
Political obſeryations might be raiſed, which 
I will for the preſent omit. 

In the VI*b place the Philologer will ob- 
ſerve from this remark, that Aſnmmins 
was the firſt of the New Men, who me- 
rited a Sir-name by his Valour; that the 
Roman Citizens were diſcriminate into 
three orders, the Nobles, the New 14en, and 
the 1gnobles ( or Plebeians : ) for thoſe who 
had the Images of their Anceſtours, were 
Nobles ,, thoſe who had onely their own 
Statues, were New Men :; and they 
who had neither, were call'd 1gnobles. And 
now 
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now in the remainder of this Chapter, is 


contain'd the comparing of Scipio and' 


Aummins;, in which is inttated, both their 
Manners, Tempers and 'Orders, or ways of 
Living ; all which, together with the ob- 
fervations which ſpring from thence, are 
to be referred to the other head of Philo- 
ſophical Obſervations, to which they are 
here to be left : 'But then as to the Critick 
Obſervations, it there be any, they are not 
to be omitted : for all theſe, and whatever 
concerns Grammar and Khetorick, and all 
other obſervations of the like nature, do 
belong to Philologie : and therefore 1 czn- 
not here forbear ſhewing, that 1 do whol- 
ty diſſent from Jus Lipfins, the Prince 
of Criticks, who will not allow Scipio to 
be calPd here [ emny dottrine Auttor ; ] 
An Improver of all forts of Learning. For, 
( faith he) this 1s too preat «a Commendation 
for Scipio, and therefore I wonld write onely 
{ Fautor ] A feavorrer ;, for that better be- 


fits a Great, and a Military Man': to which 


I reply (O Lipſins! ) there is no necd of 
a Change here : For it was well deferved 
by him, becanſe he. (with a very few others 
1s reported to have firſt brought all ſorts 
Learning into the City of Kome : And 
why may we not conjecture, that Polybius 
wrote his Hiſtory, and Panetins his Books 
of Offices, at the inſtigation of Seipio ? Will 
any Man ſay, that this conjefture is ab- 
fard , when Yeleju; himſelf writes they 
were his perpetual Companions ? and __ 
allo 
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alſo the writings of Terence are aſcribed to 
Scipio, aS Fabins teſtifieth ? and when Dona- 
2 ſaich, there is a ſtrong report that Te- 
rence Was aſſiſted by Lelins and Scipio ;, to 
which may be added what Yel:jus ſubjoins 
here. [ Whenever he obtaind any reſpit 
from the Aﬀairs of the State and Camp, he 
exerciſed hus mind in Learning : 7 for from 
this very paſlage, that Praiſe of Scipio's is 
made more probable, and indeed is not to 
be thought too great, as Lipſius thinketh. 
Nor 1s this Elogy too great neither for a 
great or 4 Military Man. For you fee 
what Cornelins Nepos, Or e/Emilius Pr obus 
ſay of Hanmbal;, This Great Man ( 1alti 
that Authour ) thowgh be were diſtrafted 
with ſuch great Wars , ſpent ſome part of bis 
time in Learning; for there are ſome Books 
extant which be wrote in Greek : and in 
thoſe to the Rhodians he writes the Hiſtory 
of the Aﬀions of Cn. Manlius Vulſo 
Aſia. And, 

In the laſt place, the Philologer will ob- 
ſerve the Elegance and Propriety of his 
words, his ingenious Allufions, and his apt 
and clear Tranſlations, as in theſe words, 
Neque enim quiſquam hoc Scipione Elegants- 
us intervalla negotiorum diſpunxit. For 
whether he alluded to that of Caro, in the 
beginning of his Origins, where he af- 
firms, That there ought to be an account 91- 
ven, not onely of the Atttons of Famous and 
very Great Men, but alſo how they ſpent rheir 
rimes of leiſure and repoſe : or whether he 
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reflects upon that expreſſion of Scip:o's , 

when he ſaid, Se nnnquam minus otioſum eſſe, 

quam cum otioſus ;, neque minus ſolum quam 

Cicer. de Cum ſolus eſſet. That he was never leſs idle 
Off. lib. 3. than when he ſeemed to be ſo ;, nor leſs alone, 
than when he was ſo. Now Vellejus ſeems 

to me to have here very elegantly taken 

in, and expreſſed both theſe Elogies. Which 

that it may more clearly appear, the Phelo- 

loger will obſerve, that there is a two-fold 

leiſure oppoſed to buſineſs and labour ; one 

_ of which is perfe(t ſloth and idleneſs, 
without any action ; the other is very ac- 

tive. And this place, faith Scipio , was 

ever for the latter ſort; for in his lei- 

ſure and times of reſt, he was never care- 

leſs of the Publick Afﬀairs, nor gave him- 

ſelf up to idleneſs ; but either thought of 

his buſineſs, or entertained himſelf with 

Books, or the converſations of wiſe Men. 

For this is the meaning of that phraſe ( 7-- 

tervalla negotiorum , otio diſpungere.) The 

laſt word of which is borrowed from the | 

uſage of Men concerned in pecuniary at- 

fairs and accountants, as the Philologer will 
preſently obſerve. And ſignifies the ba- 

lancing or comparing what 1s recesved with 

*11b. 55. what is paid : for ſo ſaith * Vlpian. Or as 
_ m *T- the common expreſlion is,to examine the ac- 
fon. L. 6. count. Percontandas atq; examinand as ratio- 
D. de ſtat. 72s, &* diſpungendas atque os, ſaith 
Ulpian. The Account is to be inquyred into, 

and examined, and to be croſſed out, or review- 

ed; and therefore it ſeems to me, . that 

Vellejus 
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Vellejus is here to be underſtood, as if he 
had thus expreſſed himſelf. No man did 
ever balance his Publick Employments more 
exattly with his private ſtudies , comparing 
them each with the other , with the ſame care 
as an Accomptant would do the ſum received 
with that which was paid. For you muſt 
know, that what was approved or allowed 
on both ſides, in giving their Votes, or in 
calling over their Souldiers or Officers , 
was uſually marked with pricks, that ſo 
they might proceed tro examine the re- 
mainder. And theſe things were ſaid to 
be diſpuntta, pricked or croſſed out. And 
on the contrary, what were paſlled by, or 
rejected, and to be refuſed, were ſaid to be 
expuntta, marked or branded : and ſo diſcar- 
ded Souldiers were ſtyPd expun#s. In ſhort, 
the Authour ſeems to ſpeak as if he would 
have ſaid , No Man ever took more care, that 
both his employments and retirements ſhould be 
alike uſefull and ſalutary, And let thus 
much ſuffice concerning what may be ob 

ſerved upon the XIII*b Chapter of the firſt 
Book of Yellejus Paterculus. 

I promiſed another Example on this 
Head of Philologie ,, and I will be as good 
as my word : but then 1 have reſolved ro 
be as ſhort in this ſecond, as | have been 
long in the firſt. Cornelius Tacitus, in the 
[Id Book of his Annals, and 65*" Chap- 
ter, ſhall be the Subje&t of ic. Where » 
deſcribing the corruption of the times un- 
der Tiberix:, thus he delivers it. 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe times ( ſaith he) were ſo infefted 


and corrupred with Flattery , that not onely 
the Principal Men of the City ( whoſe preat- 
neſs was tobe protetted, or covered by ſubmiſ- 
ſions) but all theſe who bad bren Conſuls or 
Pretors ,, and alſo Pedarii Senatores ; the 
Foot Senatours aroſe in great nambers , and 
made baſe and exceſſive low and flattering 
PYores. T hus far Tacitus. | 

F:om which paſſage the Philologers and 
Grammarians will obſerve , that thoſe are 
here calPd Primores civitati;, the Principal 
Men of the City, which Capitolimus calls the 
Oprimates , the Great Fen: and Aurelins 
Vittor, Nobilium optimos, the beft of the 
Novility. And which Tacitus himſelf cal- 
leth very'often Proceres, the Nebleſs. And 
in ſome others they are ſtyl'd Princepes 
Civitatis , or TirwronAimu, the Princes , or 
Prime Men of the City. 

In the next place, that the Conſularer 
here are the ſame with thoſe who are elſe- 
where calFd Ex Conſules, or thoſe who 
had paſſed the Conſulſhip, and Ex Pretorrs, 
thoſe who had been Pretors, and all the 
other Magiſtratus, Curules, Chair Magi- 
firates, who had a right of coming to the 
Senate and Voting. And from this place 
alſo the Philologer will obſerve in the laſt 
place the ſeveral diſtinCtions, or degrees 
of Senatours ; that ſome of them were 
Patricians, or No lemen by Birth ; others 
Conſcripti, or Choſen Men : And laſtly, that 
others were Pedari:, Foot-Senmonrs. be 
'y 
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firſt of theſe Orders were the deſcendants 
of thoſe Hundred Fathers, which the Buil- 
der of the City elefted ro be Senatours : 
the ſecond ſort were thoſe who were Elec- 
ted by the decrees of their Kings, Conſuls 
or Cenſors. The third ſort were calld 
Foot-Senatours , becauſe whereas the reit 
were carried into the Senate in a Chair of 
State, theſe went thither 
on foot (* as ſome think) * A. Gell. L. 3. c. 18. 
or becauſe they were to 
follow the Opinion or The Cuſtom? of our Houſe of 
Vote of others , by paſ- Commons is not much unlihe is; 
where, if the Houſe dtuide, one 
ling from fide to ſide, as part flays in the Houſe, ani the 
it was order'd, to ſhew vrher go our , that the diff-rent 
the difference of Opini- numbers may be the mire ecxſty 
ons,and number the Votes, $99" 
becauſe they did not give 
their Opinions by Words, but by theſe paſ- 
ſlings, or Ranging themſelves under 0- 
thers, as they thought fir (as others think) 
and this latter opinion ſeems to be favour- 
ed by Cicero, in his Epiſtles to Articys, Lib. 
1. Ep. the laſt. When this was done ( ſaith 
he ) and it was not yet Certainly known on 
which ſide the Majority lay, the ( Pedarit ) 
Foot-Senatours in throngs went over to that 
fide : and this place c nfirms that opinion 
of his, Pedarit Senatores certatim exurgerent ; 
the Foot-Senatours in great numbers aroſe. 
| And there is alſo a remarkable place in 
Vopiſcus his Life of Aurelius, from which 
we. may learn there was rhree ways of 
Voting in the Senate. Some of them ( ſaith 
3 he ) 
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he) ſtretching out their hands, others going , 
or walking over to the other ſide , and & 
moſt ay Fay in expreſs words, the Decree 
of the Senate was 0 Theſe two in- 

icient for the Philologi- 


ſtances will be {y 
cal Obſeryations. 


A. 


—— 
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EECT. VF 


What Method ts to be obſerved in Philoſophical 


Obſervations ſhewn out of Herodotus, Po- 
lybius, and other Hiſtorians, A twofold 
uſe of Examples. Juſtus Lipſius, Jo. a cho- 
kier and R. Dallington our Countreyman 
have excellently ſhewn the Uſes of Hiſtories 
and Examples. An Inſt ance or rwo of which 
is here given by us ont of L. Florus, Juſtin 


and Herodotus. St. Augultine ſuppoſerh 


that the Hiſtory of Romulus and Remus #s 
erue. What uſe may be made of it. The 
faith of Camillus and Fabricius, and the 
Axioms which ſpring from it. What the 
Prodigious Preparations of Xerxes, and the 
Event of his Expedition may teach us, which 
is again confirm'd by the Example of the laſt 
Darius. By the Examples of Caligula, 
Nero and Valentinian, the Maliemty of 
ſelf love, envy, and ſpite, and malice are 
ſhewn. Polybius frequently ſhews the Uſe of 
Hiſtories. 


N D now in the gathering Philoſophi- 
. cal Obſervations, the Reader _ 


obſerye this Rule, That is not onely to 
Obſerve, Extract and Compare all the e- 
ral, Politick, Oeconomick and Military Exam- 
ples which he meets in Hiſtories, and to ga- 
- ther them together, but alſo to do this in 
ſuch manner, as that he may prudently ac- 
commodate them to the Lays and Rules of 


Z 3 Life, 
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Life, and the Principles of Art; according 


to that of Plutarch's, £55 caly ntTe nom, 
usn wes werew Val, The Stone 15 to be brought 
to the Rule, and not the Rule to the Stone, The 
Authours themſelves do frequently do this. 
Herocotws refers the whole Hiſtory of the 
Trojan War to the Common Rule of Juſtice, 
ſaying, There are great Puniſhment; inflifted 
by God for great Injuries. And lo Polybins 
from the Example of 24. Artilizs gives us 
this caution, That we ought to diſtruſt for- 
rune, and eſpecially after great proſperities. 
Becauſe Arrilizs kegulus, who but a little 
before would allow no place for Mercy, and 
would nor on any terms afford the afflicted 
Carthaginians a pardon, was ſoon after taken 
and entorced to ſupplicate them for his own 
life. And in the ſame place he ſhews the 
expreſſion of Euripides was verified, That 
one good counſel may overcome a great man 
Souldiers. And this he faith alſo was ſtrange- 
ly proved true by the Example of Xantippus 
the Lacedemonian, who alone by one Sen- 
tence conquered and deſtated the Roman Le- 
gions, which were before thought invinci- 
ble and inſuperable ; reſtor'd the City when 
it was almoſt ready to periſh, and revived 
the dejected minds of his Countreymen. 


That the Reader may be enabled to do 
this with the greater exaCtneſs, let him en- 
quire into the Cauſes of every Action and 
Counſel; let him conſider the circumſtances 
of it, and weigh the ſucceſs; and let him 
| | IN 
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in each of theſe ſearch out wherein any thing 
is well or prudently, il] or imprudenrtly ma- 
naged ; and let him from thence draw up to 
himſelf a general Precept, Rule or DireCti- 
on,and then prove or illuſtrate it with many 
Sentences or Examples. For there is a two- 
fold uſe of Examples : the firſt for our imi- 
tation of what is done by good men, and 
that we may learn to ſhun the ill ations of 
wicked men : The ſecond is, that from par- 
ticular Stories we may deduce and extract 
ſome Sentence, which may be generally uſe- 
full to us. Fuſtus Lipſous has by a great va- 
riety of Examples ſhewn the Manner of re- 
ducing Hiſtories into uſe in a ſmall piece, 
which he ſtyles Monita & Exempla Polinca, 
Politick Advices and Examples. Fohannes a 
chokzer, alſo a Scholar of Lipfius, in imita- 
tion of his Maſter, put out Theſaurum A- 
phoriſmorum Politicorum, a Treaſury of Polix 
rick Aphoriſms, which is very full. And a- 
bove XX years ſince the molt Noble R. Dal» 
lington, our Countreyman, a Man of great 
Name for Learning, Wiſedom and Piety, 
exerciſed himſelf with great Commendati- 
-ons in this way, in a piece he printed in 
the Engliſh Tongue, under the title of C5- 
vil and Military Aphoriſms. And yet may 
we have the Reader's leave,even here to en- 
tertain him with ſome Examples which the 
young Student may propoſe to himſelf as a 
Copy, and, if he thinks fit, imitate it. 
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| When wereade in Arr. Florus, and alfo Livius, ! x. 
in Titus Livinus and others, that Romulus, ©: 4 


& 4 the 
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| the Founder both of the Roman City and 
Government, was the Sag=of an unknown 
Father ; and together with Remns his Bro- 
ther, by the Command of Amulins being 
caſt, when an infant, into the River, he | 
Florus, 1.1. could not be deſtroyed. For (as Florns ſaith) 
A both Tiber reftrain'd his Waves, and a Wolf 
having left ber Wnelps, and following the Cr 
of the Babes , gave them ſuck , and being f 
found under a Tree, the King's Shepkerd car- 
ricA them home and brought Sos up. 

We ought from this Story to obſerve 
the wonderfull power of the Divine Provi- 
dence,,and the tranſcendent goodneſs of the 
D-i:'y, who knows how to preſerve thoſe 
he intends afterwards to make uſe of for the 
effe(ting fome great work. And from hence | 
alſo arifeth this Axiome : 

The Foundations and Cradles of great Em- 
pires are ſometimes laid and preſerved in ſmall 
and ſhamefull beginnings, but by extraordinary 
and miraculous manners. 

Or thus : The Beoinnings of great Empires, 
although they are often ſmall, and in the judg- 
ment of Men, in themſelves contemprible, yet | 
they ever ſhew ſome extraordinary and peculiar 
Providence of God, and contain certain teſt i- | 
monies of both. 

The Hiſtory of Cyr, the founder of the 
Medio-Perſick Monarchy, is extremely well 
known; who being expos'd by the Com- 

Juſtin. 1.1. mand of Aſtyazis his Grandfather to be de- | 
Herodotus, youred by wild beaſts, eſcaped by the mira- 
: culous defence and ſuckling of a Brtch. 
There 
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There is a Hiſtory in 7«ſtin of one Havidss | 
a King of Gallicia in Spain, which is no leſs | 
wonderfull and amazing , which whoever | | | 
has a mind to ſee his ſtrange Dangers and 
Accidents, may reade;, and he may alſo | 
meet with other ſuch-like Examples in eA- 73, r2. c, il | 
lian amongſt his various Hiſtories, but I muſt 42. & A- | | 
not ſtay. Nor let any man reply that theſe !<x- ab A- | 
are Mythick Hiſtories, made up of Truth and _ is || 
Fiction, ſeeing St. Auguſtine ſuppoſeth the * * | 
Story of Romulu and Remw to be true, from | | 
whence it may not (improbably) be conjec- | | 
tured the reſt are ſo roo. What wonder is it pp C44. 
(faith he) sf God ro puniſh the King, who had Dei, lib.18. 
cruelly commanded them to be caſt into the Rg- © 21. 
ver, having firſt delivered thoſe infants from 
the danger of drowning by his own divine power, \ I 
whom he afterwards intended to employ in the | | 
building ſo great a City : would farther contrs- ſ | 
bute to their preſervation by the ſuckling them ! | 
by a wild Beaſt ? | | 
May I have your leave to give another Wi 
inſtance out of our Authour laſt mentioned, ? 
Anneus Florus, which belongs too to this k ; 
Philoſophick, Head. He repreſents the Vic- 4 
tory of the Roman: againſt the Falifcs, very 
elegantly in theſe few words , but full of 
ſenſe. When the Faliſci were beſieged by Ca- 7;6.1.c.12. 
millus, the Faith of this General ſeemed won- 
derfull, and not without good canſe : for a cer- 
tain Schoolmaſter having brought their children 
into his Camp to betray their City to him, Ca- 
millus bound him, and ſent him and the chil- 
dren back into the City. What was the event ? 
Why 
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Why the Faliſci freely ſurrendred themſelves- 
And we have juſt ſuch another Example of 
a generous Falth in Fabrics, in relation to 
Pyrrbus King of Epirus. I will give it you 
in the words of Frontinus. The Phyſician of 
Pyrrhus King of Epirus came to Fabricius the 
Roman General, and offered to Poiſon Pyrrhus 
sf be might be well paid for it. But Fabricius 
not thinking be ſtood in need of ſuch a villany 
in order to the viftory, diſcovered the Treaſon 
of the Phyſician to the King, and by that fidelity 
wrought ſo much upon that Prince, that he ſought 
the friendſhip of the Romans. 

Now what uſe can we make of all this ? 
why, we have a general Rule of the greateſt 
value imaginable expreſſed by Florus in the 
former Chapter. That i to be accounted a 
Vittory, which may be obtained with the ſafety 
of our Faith, and the preſervation of our Ha- 
nour. Valerius Maximas has expreſſed this 
Rule with equal elegance; That Viftory which 
hath moſt Humanity in it, will be leaſt ſubjebt to 
the Envy of Gods or Men. Take the ſame 
Rule over again, expreſſed in other words. 
If any man would march the direfF way to 4 
quick Vittory, let him learn to uſe Clemency to- 
wards his Enemies, For we are taught by 
the former Examples, and a Number of 0- 
thers, that prudent men, who are very wile, 
do effett more by their moderation than by 
force ; yea thoſe things have ſometimes been 
done by Counſels and Moderation, which 
Violence deſpaired of: according to that of 


the Poct Claudian, 
— IT eragit 
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——Peragit Tranquilla poteſt as 
Quod Violenta nequit. 


What Violence could neyer do, 
To quiet Commands doth often bow. 


When again we reade in Fuſtin,the Abrevia- 
tour of 7rogus Pompejus, the five years ſpent 
by Xerxes in his Preparations againſt Greece ; 
and when we compute his moſt numerous 
Army, in which there was of his own Sub- 
jects ſeven hundred thouſand and three hun- 
dred thouſand Auxiliaries of other Nations 
in Arms. So that it is not improbably re- 
ported, That Rivers were drank, dry by his 
Army, and that Greece was ſcarce able to con- 
tain them, and that he had ten hundred thou- 
ſand Ships. And yet after all this, when we 
conſider the paſſage of the Thermopyle were 
defended three whole days by four thouſand 
men onely againſt all this vaſt multitude, to 
the great vexation and enraging of the Per- 
ſians ; and after all CCC Spartans made a 
prodigious ſlaughter amongſt them too : 
And in the laſt place, when we weigh with 
an attentive mind the baſe and wretched 
flight of Xerxes in a Fiſher-boat, beſides that 
uſe of this which 7«ſtix ſubjoins to the re- 


lation, in theſe words, viz. That it was 4 Juſtin, tis. 
feght worthy of regard. and a ſerious reflexion 2. 5.15. - 
on the Nature of Humane affairs, which are * 


wonder full in their ronkyp'6 to ſee him shulkins 
bom t 


in 4 [mall veſſel, w very Ocean was be- 
fore 


In Polym. 
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fore ſcarce able to contain ;, to ſee him deſtitute 
of the attendance of all his Servants, whoſe Ar- 
mies a few months before, were, for their mul- 
tirude, a burthen to the very Earth. 

Beſides this uſe (I ſay) that Oracle which 
Demeratus the Lacedemonian (as Seneca tells 


+ 9. us) ſpoke to Xerxes himſelf, comes into my 


mind, That a dsſorderly and burthenſome mul- 
titnde was to be feared by its own Leader, for 
indeed it was rather a thing of weight and 
trouble than force. Nor can we here omit 
the true ſaying of Lucan, 


In ſe magna ruunt, letis bunc numina rebus 
Creſcendi poſuere modum. 
: 


Great things ſink under their own weight, 
God bounding thus all Humane heighr. 


That prudent advice alſo of Artabanus offers 
it ſelf: Tow may ſee (Sir) that God ſtrikes 
Gigantine Animals with bis Thunder- bolts, and 
will not ſuffer them to be inſolent, $125 5 ©+% - 
Vs 6,00 mw maT xoauew, God loves (ſaid Herodo- 
tus ) to. bumble the proud. Which do all ſhew, 
that the Ambaſſadour of Darius ſpake per- 
tinently, and like a man of experience, when 
he thus treated Alexander the Great like a 
Philoſopher. An over-grown Empire 4 
thing of mighty danger ,, it # very difficult to 


govern what you cannot comprehend. Tou ſee 


Sir ( ſaid he) thar thoſe Ships which are too 
big, cannot be Steer'd : I do not know whether 
the principal reaſon why Darius has loft fo very 


much, 


® 
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much, be not becauſe exceſſwe Greatneſs opens 
many gaps ts admit its own ruine. 

And when read in Sueronius that Caligala Suet. Cal. 
rag'd againſt almoſt all the Men of the Age <4 3» 4: 
he lived in, with no leſs envy and ſpite, than 
pride and cruelty; and ſo furiouſly ruin'd the 
Statues of the Illuſtrious Romans, that it was 
impoſſible afterwards to reſtore them with 
their firſt Inſcriptions ; and that he forbad 
them to Erect a Statue to any man living 
without his knowledge and approbation : 

When alſo I find it written of + Nero, that + Suert.Ne- 
he was much heightned by Popularity ; and ro, cap. 53 
emulated all thoſe who could by any means 
whatſoever move the affeftions of the meny. 4m. Marc. 
And of V alentinian, that he hated all thoſe £32 <- 2- 
who wore fine Cloaths, and all that were 
Learned, Rich or Noble, and that he uſed 

to detract from the worth of Men of Va- 

lour, that he alone might ſeem to excell 

all the reſt of Mankind in all rare En- 
dowments. I am apt to conclude from 

hence, 

That it is no unuſual thing to have ſome 
rempers ſo infetted with ſelf-love (ſhall I call 
it ? ) or envy and ſpite, that they alone would 
engroſs all the Excellencies of Mankind, and 
world not ſuffer other men to overtop them in 
any thing. And upon this occaſion Marcel- 
linzs himſelf Philoſophiz?d thus : Spire & 
the inſeparable attendant upon Vertue, and En- 
vy ever waits upon all Lawfull Powers ;, and 
by how much the higher any man'; dignity is 
exalted ( conceiving from thence that he has 
4 right 
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4 right to do what be pleaſe), ſo much the more 
z5 be prone and diſpoſtd to traduce his oppoſites» © 
and to abaſe and turn out all thoſe that are 
better. 

Polybius is very frequent in theſe kinds 
of Reflexions {s we ſaid before) and for 
the moſt part ſaves his Reader the trouble 
of making theſe Obſeryations himſelf ; nor 
doth he onely teach us what excellent ad- 
vantages as to the ways of living the Acti- 
ons of our Anceſtours will afford us, bur 
he almoſt always ſhews us how we are to 
reap the advantage of them. 
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SEC T. VI. 


That Chriſtians may recevve uſefull inſtruQti- 
ons from the Examples of the Heathens , and 
thereby smprove themſelves not onely in Mo- 
ral Vertues, but alſo inthe Att; of Picty and 
a Holy life. The ſame thing taught by 
= po man Joh Hierome and others. 

e Precepts of ſuch imitations fulfilled 
the Heathens, which St. Ambroſe —y 
expreſſed. 


UT weare not to think that the Pro- 
phane Hiſtories are onely of uſe as to 

the Civil Converſation , bur alſo as to the 
Chriſtian Life : which the Holy Fathers of 
the Church have at large taught, and by 
many Examples proved. Be but pleaſed 
to conſult St. Augxſtine in his V*? Book, de 
Cruvitate Des, a you will find there what 
he ſaith of Brutus, Scevola, Curtius, Decius, 
and others, whom the Learned Caſaubor 
from Dionyſ. Halic. calls Ov0nus Heros. 
God-like Heroes , who Afted Prodigies and 
Wonders of Vertue ( as Florus ſaith) onely that 
they might obtain Liberty for their Countrey, 
Empire for their City, and Glory for them- 
ſelves, by which they obtained therr End, and 


received their ſo much deſired recompence. At 


laſt St. Auguſtine concludes thus : And there- Cap. 6. 


fore the Roman Empire was dilated and en- 
larged (by God) to their great glory, not onely 
that a ſutable reward might be given to wo 

ave 
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brave Men : but alſo that the Citizens of that 
Eternal City, as long as they are Pilgrims here 
below, might dilizently and ſoberly conſider 
thoſe Examples, and might from thence learn 
what great Love is due to their Countrey above 
for Eternal hife, when this Countrey below was 
ſo greatly loved for Humane glory, by theſe 
Heathen Heroes. | 

The ſame Father alſo in the 18th Chap- 
ter of the ſame Book, and in other places 
endeavoureth to Conhrm men in Chriſtian 
Conſtancy from Prophane Examples. As in 
his firſt Book of this Work, Chapter the 
XXIV. where ſpeaking of 1. Atrilius Regu- 
las, he ſubjoins this Refſexion. If theſe moſt 
valiant and famous men ( (aith he ) the defen- 
ders of their Earthly Countrey , who though 
they were Worſhippers of falſe Gods, yet were 
not falſe to them, but were alſo moſt exatt ob- 
ſervers of their Oaths ;, who according to the 
Laws of War might ſlay their Conquered Ene- 
mies, yet if theſe men (I ſay) mhen they were 
overcome and taken by their Enemies, would not 
deſtroy themſelves : and though they did not in 
the leaſt fear death, yet would rather bear their 


-viftorious Maſters, than by their own hands ſlay 


themſelves: How much more ſhould Chriſtians 
who worſhip the true God, and breathe after an 
beavenly Countrey, abſtain from ſo great aVil- 
lany ; if the Divine Providence hath for their 
Tryal or Amendment put them for ſome time un- 
der the power of their Enemies ? 


After 
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After the ſame manner St. Hierome in his Lib. 2. Ep 
Conſolation to Julian, very elegantly thug 21. 


expreſſeth himſelf: Do you (Sir) deſpiſe 
Gold? (faith he) why many Philoſophers did 
it too. One of them caſt the price of many 
Poſſeſſions into the Sea, ( ſaying) Get you into 
the Deep, ye wretched deſires, I will ſink you 
that you may not drown me. A Philoſopher 
the mere Animal of Glory, and the baſe ſlave 
of Popular Applauſe threw away thus at once his 
whole treaſure , and do you think you have at- 
tain'd to the top of vertue onely by offering up 4 
part of that whole ? God requires that you ſhould 
preſent your ſelf a living and an acceptable ſa- 
crifice to him ;, your ſelf (1 ſay) azd not what 


you have. 


And again, I paſs by ( Heliodorus ) the ;4, xp. 
Maximo's, Cato's, Gallo's, Piſows, Bruto's and 22 


Scevola's, &c. whoſe fortitude was not leſs con- 


ſpicuous in bearing Grief than in War, &c. 


Leſt I (ould ſeem rather to ſeek foreign Exam- 
ples than domeſtick, though theſe may be uſed to 
the reproach of us Chriſtians, if our Faith wsll 
not Carry us as far as their Infidelity did them. 
But that I may reduce this into a Compen- 
dium, I will ſhew you how David Chytreus, 
a man who has » — nk" well of Hiſtory in 
his Preface to Cornelius Nepos, Or e/AfEmilius 
Probus excellently teacheth us in good Verſe, 
how we Chriſtians ſhould follow this Rule in 
the obſerving and applying to our uſes the 
Examples of the Heathens. His words are 


theſe. 
Aa Chriſtiades 
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Chriſtiades ſimul Hiſtorias ac Perlegit, Ardens 
Ruminat hes animo ſecum, ſi Phocio nummos 
Re ſpuit oblatos dono : $4 Scipio ſponſam 
Noluit alterius contingere ; Maluit exul 
Artilius ſi ſponte mort, quam fada probando 
Et laud: Patrie & Latine nocuiſſe juvente 
Conſilio Exemploque ſuo : mikhi quid faciendum 
A Chriſto nomen qui habeo ? Num ſor didus aurs 
Servus ero? Facidimve jubet quecung, libido? 
Num wvitam pluris faciam quam nomen Alethes 
Invittum? Num poſtponam mandata Fehove 
Inſanis hominum placitss, juſiiſque cruentss ? 
Sic ſane Hiſtorie laudanda exempla veruſte 
Cum fruttu quam quis credat majore leguntur. 


| Chriſtiades Reading th' Ancient Story, 


And deeply thinking on th? Heathen Glory, 
Thus ſchooPd himſelf : Shall Phoeion deſpiſe 
The Royal Bribe? Shall Scipro turn his Eyes 
From the fairCaptive,cauſe a Wife? and ſhall 
* One chuſe in Torture and Exile to fall, 
Rather than by a breach of Faith to live, 
And ill Example to his Countrey give ? 
And ſhall Ithen who wearChriſts ſacredName 
My Faith by Luſt, or Avarice defame ? 
Shall I, by ſelling deathleſs Truth, redeem 
A life that will not laſt ? Shall I eſteem 
The brutiſh bloudy Wills of Men above 
The ſacred Laws of the Almighty Fove ? 
Thus may the rare Examples, wrote of old, 
Become more uſefull than can well be told. 


Theſe 


the Fruits of Hiſtory. 


Theſe very Precepts for imitating good - 


Examples, are alſo to be found amongſt 
Heathens, who obſerved them both in their 
words and actions, and did not diſdain in 
contemplating and trying to follow the man- 
ners and aftections of their Anceſtours ; to 
reform their own, or to direct and moderate 
other mens. That great Man Cato the Cer- 
for ( of whom ſomething has been ſpoken 
already) would frequently go to the Cottage 
of M. Curins, which was not far from his 
own Eſtate, and having deeply conſidered 
the ſmallneſs and meanneſs of his habita- 
tion, was wont to think thus with himſelf. 


This Man was the greateſt of the Romans, Plutarch.in 
who having Conquered many War-like Nations, Cat. Maj. 


and driven Pyrrhus out of Italy, after three 
Triumphs digged this Field with his own hands, 
and dwelt in this poor Cottage : Here too, when 
the Ambaſſadours came and found him by the 
fires ſide eating a few Kape- root, out of a Wood- 
en diſh for his ſupper, and offered him a great 
quantity of Gold, he ſent them away with th:s 
ſhort Anſwer, That he had no need of much Gold 
who was contented with that Supper ;, and that 
he had rather Conquer them who had Gold, than 
poſſeſs it. When Cato had thus conſidered all 
theſe things, he went away, and comparinz his 
own Fields or Eſtate, Servants and way of li- 
ving with the other, he encreaſed his Labours, 
and cut off all Luxury. Serwvins Sulpptius al- 
ſo will atford us a great Inſtance of this na- 
ture, who that he might Conſolafe Cicero, 
Aa 2 who 
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who bitterly lamented the death of his 
daughter, entertain'd him with the repeti- 
tion of a certain Meditation (which would 
not have miſ-become a Chriſtian ;) which he 
had once had upon the Ruine of ſome flou- 
riſhing Cities, ( which might ſeem to have 
been perpetual.) And thus from his own ex- 
perience deduced one very powerfull and 
rational Argument of Conſolation. 7 will 
( ſaid he) relate to you a thing which has much 
Conſolated me , which perhaps may abate your 
ſorrow; too, Returning out of Aſia, when I 
ſail d from gina towards Megara, I began to 
view the Countries about me. Behind me was 
AZgina, before me Megara, on my ri: ht hand 
Perizus, on my left Corinth , which were all 
in former times moſt flouriſhing Towns. but now 
lye all before our eyes deſolate and ruined : there- 
upon 1 beran to think thus with my ſelf, Alas ! 
ſhall we felly men fall into mighty paſſions if any 
of our friends dye, or i ſlain, whoſe lives are 
naturally ſhort, when we ſee here the carcaſſes 
of ſo many great Cities, in a ſmall room, lye 
monldering to nothing. Wilt thou, O Servius, 
for the future remember that thou wert born 4 
mortal ? Believe me (ſaid he) 1 was ſtrangely 
ſupported by this Conſideration ;, now if thus 
eems rational to you too, go and conſider of it. 
To the ſame purpoſe does the Reman Philo- 
ſopher Seneca elegantly conſolate his friend 
Liberalis, that he might ſoften his grief for 
the Lugdunenſian Colony, which was then con- 
ſun”d by fire, uſing almoſt the ſame argu- 
ments 


the Fruits of Hiſtory. 


ments SIpiri did. Set before you ( faid he) 


the condition of all mankind ;, and let u before- 
band ſuppoſe, not onely how often ſuch things 
have happened, bat alſo how often they may, if 
we will not be oppreſ,*d, or ſtick, ſtupidly like 4 
Ship (in the Sands) all the changes of Fortune 
are to be thought on. How often have the Ci- 
ties of Aſia and Achaia been ruin'd by one 
Earthquake ? How many Towns in Syria ! how 
in Macedonia bave been ſwallowed up ? 
how often has this calamity deſolated Cyprus ? 
how often hath Paphus buried ir ſelf? And 
afcer this , Not onely the works of mens hands, 
and what was built by humane Art and Induſtry, 
has time deſtroyed ; but the fops of the Moun- 
tains fall down ; whole Countries bave ſunk, 
down ;, thoſe places have admitted the raging 
Seas, which were heretofore removed far enough 
from the very ſight of it : Fire hath devoured 
thoſe Hills ut ſhone in, and it has heretofore 
knamwn down the once moſt exalted Heads, which 
were a comfort to Sailors, and it bas brought 
down the higheſt light Houſes to a Level with 
the Sands ;, the very works of Nature are e- 
ternally vex'd : and therefore we ought with pa- 
tience to bear the Ruine of Cities , whatever 
now ſtands ſhall fall, From whence he con- 
cludes thus : Lee therefore the mind be form'd 
to a true knowledge and a patient ſubmiſſion to 
its Lot ; and let it know there 1s nothing which 
fortune durſt not do. She has the ſame power 
upon Empires ſhe has upon thoſe that Govern 
j 6 , the ſame upon Cities ſhe hath upon dſt inf 
Aa 3 men. 
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men. Nothing of this nature is to move 0ur in- 
dignation : we have enired a World in which 
theſe Laws pon 

Perhaps I ſhall ſeem here too long, and 
yet I cannot hold my hands from adding in 
this place the Example of St. Ambroſe, who 
in an Epiſtle in which he Conſolates Fauſt:- 
14s, who was then much afflicted for the loſs 
of his Siſter, ſweetly and elegantly imita- 
ting Servims, Sulpitins and Seneca, he made 
uſe of the ſame way of Conſolation. Bur 


Ambr. lib. y0# will ſay that you grieve ( faith he) that 


/ 2. Ep.&. 


one who ſo lately was in a moſt flouriſhing ſtate, 
is now ſo ſuddenly dead. But this us common 
not onely to us Men, but to Cities too, and to 
conſiderable parts of the World : for when you 
came from Bononia you left behind you Cla- 
rerna ,, Bononia ze /e/f, Mutina, Rhegi- 
um ; and on your right hand was Brixillum , 
before you was Placentia, whoſe very Name 
preſerves the Memory of its Ancient Noble 
State ;, upon your left hand you commiſerated 
the Apennine Hills, now negletied, and conſi- 
dered the Caſtles of flouriſhing people in for- 
mer times, and paſs d by them with much ſor- 
row. And are not the Ruines of ſo many half- 
razed Cities, and the Funeral fires which have 
paſſed upon ſo many Countries, of force enough 
to makg you bear with moderation the death of 
one woman, though ſhe were a Holy and an Ad- 
mirable perſon? whereas the former are caſt 
down for ever ;, but ſhe is taken away for a time 
| onely 
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onely, and lives more happily where ſhe now 15, 


than we do here. Theſe very Examples which 


I have here cited, and many more very like 
them, will Authours afford us ; which if our 
Hiſtorian would diligently obſerve, and by 
imitating and applying them as occaſion 
ſerved, endeavour to repreſent them to 
men, Without all doubt he would reap large 
and laſting fruits from his labours. 


S& CI. VIE 


That the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory affords more and 
better fruits ;, That the good works of the 
Heathens were nothing but ſplendid Sins. 
The Ethnick Hiſtory :lluſtrates onely the 
ſecond Table of the Decalogue, but the 
Church-Hiſtory the whole Law. In the 
Prophane Hiſtory there is nothing but coun- 
terfeit ſhapes of Vertues ;, but in this the true 
Vertues are ſhewn. In the firſt there are 
many things that are pleaſant and uſeful to 
be known ;, but in the ſecond there are more 
things which are neceſſary : Upon which the 
Diſcom ſe # concluded , with an Exhorta- 
tion to a diligent Reading of the Church- 


Hiſtory. 


Hus far of the Manner of Colleting 

the Fruits of Hiſtory in Reading, 
which if the Civil and Erhnick Hiſtory afford 
us in ſuch plenty, and thole ſo pleaſant too, 
what ſhall we think of thoſe we may gather 
Aa 4 from 
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from the Sacred and Eccleſiaſtich,, which ex- 
cells the Civil and Prophane Hiſtory yery 
much in the ſubjeCt,certainty and perfection 
of it ? We cannot deny but that the Stories 
of the Heathens propound to us very frequent 
and clear Examples of Juſtice , Fortitude 
and Temperance, and of all other Vertues ; 
but if they be thoroughly examin'd and 
weighed in the balance of Truth, they will 
be found lame, imperfect and polluted, and 
not rightly related either to the Mercy or 
Juſtice of Ged : which was the reaſon why 
Aug.de Ci- St. Auguſtine call'd thoſe famous Actions of 
vitat. Dei, the Heathens ſplendid Sins ; anc! taid, that 
L. 19. c:25+ their Vertues not reſpefting God, were rather 
Vices than Vertues. 
To this may be added, that they concern 
onely the ſecond Table of the Decalogue , 
and confirm onely the Rules of good man- 
ners in relation to Civil Converſation : but 
the Church- Hiſtory illuſtrates the whole Law 
with much more certain and more illuſtrious 
Examples; and ſets out to the beſt all the 
parts of Religion, which are very neceſſary 
to be well known ; and it more clearly de- 
monſtrates whatever the Erthnick H:ſtor 
knew or wrote truly of God. For what 1s 
there in them of any certainty or diſtinCt- 
neſs of the Origine of the World, and the 
moſt ancient times ? It doth not reach 
ſo high as the Hiſtory of the firſt Men : It 
hath no Revelations of God, or Promiſes 
concerning the Meſſias : It is plainly igno- 
rant of the Government of the Church, me 
O 


the Fruits of Hiſtory. 


of its Preſervation. Theſe things and many 
other of this nature are onely to be found 
in the Sacred and Eccleſiaftick Hiſtory. Why 
do you, O Marc Tullius, extoll Hiſtory as 
the diſcoverer of Antiquity, which with you 
was not very ancient, and yet was ſometimes 
corrupt ? You cry her up as the Witneſs of 
times, but then ſhe was not with you very 
rich-in that, and ſometimes was not an al- 
lowable witneſs? Ir is the Sacred Hiſtory 
onely which diſcovers the ſecrets of the 
moſt remote Antiquity, and never lies: It 
is the Sacred Hiſtory alone, which gives a 
faithfull teſtimony of the Succeſſion of rimes 
from the very beginning of all things, and 
never makes one falſe ſtep. She alone is the 
moſt ſhining light of the Eternal Truth. 
And to conclude, ſhe alone is the beſt Xt- 
ſtreſs of Life, and abſolutely perfect : For 
tell me where elſe you can hope to find the 
unqueſtionablePrecepts of true and ſolid ver- 
tue,O yeReaders and Hearers of Hiſtory!you 
will certainly be deceived if you ſeck any o- 
ther guide than the Sacred or * burch- Hiſtory: 
o you deſire to have ſincere Examples of 
true piety ? Search then the Sacred and Ec- 
—_ Hiſtories, and you will find plenty 
of them, and no where elſe; there onely 
are the Monuments of the Knowledge of 
God, of the Inyocation of him,of Faith, and 
of Repentance preſeryed ; there onely ſhall 
you ever meet the wonderfull Inſtances of 
pertect fortitude, of pure obedience, of 
unſpotted chaſtity, of an eaſie beneficence 
or ready goodneſs. 1n other Hiſtories, if you 
% meet 
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meet any brave arid generous Aftion ( they are 
the words of the Interpreter of Euſebius (it 
Was undertaken for the ſake of Glory, which ts 
a mere ſhadow, or of revenging an injury, which 
ought to be condemn'd ;, or for the defence of 
their Countrey, ( which ſometimes hath more of 
weight in it : ) but the thinss which are repre- 
ſented in this, were not enterprized, in the pur- 
ſuit of Popular fame, but for the obtaining true 
glory, not out of a deſire of revenge, but ont of 
the love of Chriſt; not for the defence of this 
our Periſhable Countrey, but for the obtaining 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, In ſhort, the words 
of the Reverend and moſt Learned Prelate, 
which I have cited above, do excellently 
inform us what and how great things the 
Church- Hiſtory contains, and propoſeth to 
the ſerious Contemplation of the Reader of 
it. Review it (if you pleaſe my Hearers ) 
and you ſhall ſee that it contains not onely 
uſefull and pleaſant things, and which are 
worth your knowledge and remembrance ; 
but alſo moſ{ grave and neceſſary Notices, 
which a Chriſtian, eſpecially a learned Chri- 
ſtian, ought not to be ignorant of, And 
therefore, to conclude, we do moſt carneſt- 
ly exhort our Lover of Hiſtories to Reade 
over theſe too, and ſo much the more ear- 
neſtly if he be a Student in Theology, and 
have entred into Orders, or does intend ta 
ſerve the Church, for then it will be his moſt 
indiſpenſable duty to turn over the Eccleſia, 
ſtical Hiſtory night and day. 
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